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The San Pedro Post. Office is a three-story reinforced concrete building, conforming to
the Starved Classical style = of the Supervising Architect's office in the 1930s. Ornament
is restrained, and is limited to fluting cast into the concrete walls and piers of the front
elevation.

A large mural occupies the west wall of the public lobby, and was painted in 1937 by
Fletcher Martin. Polished brass is used throughout the lobby as a decorative door trim

and in place of a crown molding. The lobby has a terrazzo floor and painted plaster
walls.

LOCAL CONTEXT

San Pedro, located 25 miles south of downtown Los Angeles, was used as early as the
1850s as a port handling the products of the inland ranchos. The first harbor improve-
ments were made in 1877, and dredging to make San Pedro a deepwater port began in
1892. The town was incorporated into the City of Los Angeles in 1909. San Pedro has
an estimated 1982 population of 23, 000.

No known archaeologic or palentologic resources exist: within or adjacent to the subject
property. Subsurface investigation or additional research does not appear to be justified.

Information concerning use of the subject. site prior to consturction of the post office
was not available.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The public lobby occupies the eastern portion of the first floor, and is lighted by large
windows and fluorescent fixtures. A large mural by Fletcher Martin occupies the west
wall of the lobby, directly above the service windows. Several of the polished brass
and glass lobby desks are still in use, though the original service windows have peen:
replaced by plastic-laminate topped service counters.

The building has three stories and a full basement. The structure is constructed of
reinforced concrete , and is topped with a flat composition roof. Specific: features of
note include:

° Wrought iron grill work on first floor windows;
°© Ornamental bronze on main entrance doors; and
° Bronze fixtures flanking ground floor entrances.

The building is designed in a subdued version of the Starved Classical. The simplified
surfaces and restrained use of ornament is characteristic of buildings constructed in
this period.

ALTERATIONS

The building appears to be inexcellent structural condition and is well maintained. Only
minor alterations are visible from the exterior; most interior and exterior fixtures and
signage remain in place.
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Begun October, 1935
completed September, 1936

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Though the San Pedro Main Post Office was not completed until 1936, and is not yet
50 years old, it possesses exceptional significance based on its relation and signific-
cance to the themeof this nomination, on its architectural merits, and through its
inclusion of federally-commissioned murals, which form a significant and distinguish-
able entity.

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECTOSA, Louis A. Simon

ARCHITECTURE

The San Pedro Post Office is an excellent example of the large-scale combined post
office and federal office building, constructed from the mid-1930s to the early 1940s.
It is exceptionally well preserved, and retains complete architectural integrity, both
in the front elevation. and public lobby. The addition of a fire escape on the north
elevation has had no significant impact on the style of the building. This is the
purest example of the Starved Classical style included in this nomination. The pub-
lic lobby is in excellent condition, and the original bronze fixtures, marble kick-
boards, and glass-topped lobby desks are an essay in mid-thirties federal design of
interior public spaces.

ART

The mural that occupies the west wall of the lobby is a good example of the idealized

and representational style employed in most Federal Art Porject murals in the 1930s. ‘
Fletcher Martin was commissioned by the Treasury Department's Section of Fine Arts

to execute the murals in 1937. Martin was well known during the 1930s as a painter

and illustrator, and he received numerous commissions for federal projects. Among

the work he completed for the Treasury Department was a frescoe in the North Holly-
wood High School, and post office murals in La Mesa, Texas, and Kellogg, ldaho.

He attained nationalrecognition for his social-realist style, and his work is included

‘in the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art in New York. The lobby

mural depicts an idealized version of the communities of Indians who originally
occupied the San Pedro area.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The site is located in Lots, 3,4,7,8,9,10,11,12; Block 74, Peck's Subdivision
of Block 74; City of San Pedro; Portion of Town of San Pedro Subdivison. The

rectangular site has a 115' northern border on 8th Street and southern border on
9th Street and a 275' frontage on Beacon Street.
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Note: Post office site outlined in red.

Source: Sanborn Map, San Pedro Book, page 9, 1908-39; Geography
Department, California State University, Northridge, Ca.



