
F O R M F S T R U C T U R E 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of structure location in 
relation to nearest cross streets, buildings, 
other structures, natural features. Indicate 
north. 

In Area no. Form np. 

1. Town M i l t o n 

Address 

Great Blue H i l l Observation 
Name Tower 

Present use r e c r e a t i o n 

Present owner M e t r o p o l i t a n D i s t r i c t 

Commission (M.D.C.) 

3. Type of structure (check one) 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
fort 
gate 
kiln 

lighthouse 

other 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall 
windmill 

5. Description 

i Date c . 1929 

Source B l u e H i l l s O b s e r v a t o r y J o u r n a l 

19 325540 4675270 

Construction material n a t i v e g r a n i t e , s l a t 

Dimensions a p p r o x . 2 0 ' x 2 0 ' x 4 0 ' 

Setting summit o f G r e a t B l u e H i l l 

Condition good t o f a i r j 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Recorded by Sara B . Chase 

Organization SPNEA 

Date A p r i l , 1979 

(over) 

«;M-S-73^75074 (Rev- 1-76) 
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7, Original owner (if known) M.D.C. 

Original use r e c r e a t i o n 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce ! 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

X 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Great Blue H i l l Observation Tower i s a v i t a l p a r t o f the t o t a l 
c o l l e c t i o n of s t r u c t u r e s erected of l o c a l g r a n i t e i n the Blue H i l l s 
Reservation. L i k e the Chickatawbut Observation Tower, i t i s f o u r ­
square and s t u r d y , and i t enhances the hi g h e s t p o i n t i n the Blue 
H i l l s range by enabling the viewer t o get above the t r e e s . Unlike 
the Chickatawbut Tower, t h i s Tower has i t s p i c n i c s h e l t e r adjoined. 

10. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet, Item number 8-9, Page 4-1 

AHRFAfiF. NOT VERIFIED 
10. Geographical Data ITfM NOT eiFIED 141 acres Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name _ l l u § J l i l l S j J ^ » No rwood , MA. 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24QQQ 

Zone 

ELMJ 

5|2,2|5,4.0| |4 |6 |7 |8 |8 |2,0 
Easting Northing 

3|5.5|1,9,0| | 4 ,6 |7 ,8 |7 ,5 ,0 | 

5|2,5| 1,5,01 | 4 ,6 |7 , l | 5 i2 ,0 | 

J_jJ I I I I I I I I 

° | l | 9 | | 5 | 5 ,0 |8 |8 |0 | | 4 |6 |7 ,9 |2 |2 |0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

D i M J I3 |3 ,0 |7 ,9 ,0 | | 4 ,6 |7 ,2 |7 .2 .0 | 

F |1,9| | 5 |2 ,2 |4 ,2 ,0 | |4 ,6 |7 ,5 |5 ,9 ,0 

H|_U I I • I . • I I . I • I . • 
Varba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See Section 7, paragraph one. ; 

Lis t a l l s t a tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

. ^ 1 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Stephen A' Cole and Sara B. Chase, Architectural Researcher, SPNEA 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date June 1980 

street & number 294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone 617-727-8470 

city or town Boston state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property^within the state is: * , ' opertv>wil 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

V 
title B)(eocL-h\/c D<rec:hn'̂  hkiSstxcUixs^ik ^sjt>yu4,( ^'•Mnoi^s 

i Attest: YEXb4 .̂ <k i ^ l l 
i lefofTliylWiBtlon 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

^ ^ for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 
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