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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

Description:

The Knol | wood National Register District contains approximately 15
acres of the former Lyman CGordon Estate of 122 acres, «'“ouridaries

for thedistrict have been selected to include the estate's main
house, stable,caretaker** cottages and second house, as well as the
open land around these buildings. O thenorth thedistrictis
bounded by Salisbur{) Street, while on the northeast, east, south and
west i t i sbounded by therear lots of residential subdivisions

whi ch now cover nost of the estate's original acreage. Properties i n
the district are shown i nWrcester Assessors' Book 143 pages 1-E
(Lots ACDE Pfi:Q and 1-P (Lots D &39):

1. The Lyman CGordon House, i|25Salisbury Street: built 19114 (Little
Brown of Boston, architects). The Lyamm Gordon House i s a two
and one-half storey house, covered with stucco and enclosed by a
conplex hi proof covered with (copper?) tiles. The house's facade

is nearly summertical; at itscenter 1 sa shallovr pavilionwhich rises
to a decorated gable at thethird store?/. This pavilioni sset
en the house's central section (hip-roofed) which i sflanked on
each end by projecting Favi lions. These projectingpavilionsare,
in turn, flanked by gabled connectors and hip-roofed end pavilions.
The eastern of these two end pavilions serves as a kitchen wing
while thev/estern one i spierced by a Palladian window at the
first storey and contains a terrace. Trimisrestricted to
quoining, an elabora,te iron and glass canopy over the entry, double
entry doors with marquetry and iron grilles, and an ornate lattice
fence of arches around a for”ner drying yard. Framng thecentral
portions of the facade are cast concrete railings which eiitand
out symmetrically along the driveway. An iraportant element i n

A-z theproperty's landscape i san allee of trees which extend from
Salisbury Street tothe house, framng the centaal axis of the
house's entry. Except forthe mnor addit ion of a one-storey
garage juat east of the kitchen wing, the Gordon House i simaltered,

2. 1].25B Salisbury Street, built 191i|(?) (Little & Brown, architects?)
Built i nthe same style as the Lyman Cordon House, tf\.2"B Salisbury
Street was part of theoriginal Knollwood Estate and i slikely to
have been built at the sane time as thenmain house. The

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

Worcester Historical Society, Biography File, (Gordon, Ellis),

cont'd

"Ornamental Iron Wrk" Taade catal ogue of V.A Snhow Iron Works, I nc.
of Boston. (1915). pp. 11, 15, 25, [}.3, & i|6 (photos *
arch't reference),

Nutt, C Hist, of Worcester. Vol . Ill, p. 52 (Know es); Vol, 1V,
pp. 775-77 (Gordon),
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building i s twoandone-half storiedhigh with ahip roof covered
with (copper?) tiles. The facade of the house i s covered with
stucco and framed at t hecorners with quoins. Symmetrically
arranged, t hefacade consists of a shallow center (entry) pavilion
with a pediment. This pavilionis set onthe house's central,
hip-roofed section which, inturn, is flanked by hip-roofed wings.
The entry is setin awde, law arch, flanked by blind arches.

At the second storey, wi ndows of the house's central section have
wrought-iron railings. Except for the addition of a nodern awning
at theentry, i|.25B Salisbury Street is unaltered,

1j.25 G Salisbury Street built 19ij- (Little & Brovm arch'ts).
Built as a caretaker's or servant's house, ij.25 Q Salisbury Street
Is a one and one-half storey, stucco-covered sottage with a high
slate-covered hiﬁ roof. The house's facade is asymmetrical with
.a pavilion (south) andrecessed perch with a shed roof (north),

ij.25 D Salisbhury Street, built I9ij- (Little & Broj«i, arch'ts).

Built as an enpl oyee' s house, ij.25 D Salisbury Street is an asymmetrical]
pl anned, two-storey house, covered with stucco and enclosed by

a high, slate-covered hip roof. The building's facade has a t wo-
storey hipped pavilion (north), ~k storey central section anda
one-storey section (south) with gabled endwall. Althoughnot

a mrror 1mage of #4.25 E Salisbury Street #south), #].25 D Salisbury
Street i sdesigned to'give t heappearance of being a mrror inage

of I|.55 E. Stucco-covered garden walls which extend from each
building toa central gate addtotheillusion that ij.25 Dand

1j.25 E aresymmetrically planned about a central court.

5. ij.25 E Salisbury Street, built [9ij. (Little ic Brown, arch'ts).
Built as an enployee' s cottage, #j.25 E Salisbury Street i s a two-
storey house of asymmetrical plan. O the building's southern
half 1s a two-storey hip-roofed pavilion, north of which is a
Mk storey section with a gable endwall. Extending north from
the cottage is a stucco-covered garden wall which termnates i n
a gate post andwhich connects (visually) #].25E t o#ij25 D

6. 1j.25 F Salisbury Street, built 1914 (Little & Brown arch'ts). A
one and one-half storey, stucco-covered structure with a high,
slate-covered hip roof, this building hasafacade consistingof
two endw ngs formng a shallow court around the central section
of the facade. This shallow court i senclosed by a stucco-covered
garden wal |l with a gateway north of the house. Altered by the
addition of sone nodern sash on the central section of the facade,
#].25 F Salisbury Street nowis used as a house; its original
use is not .now known.

cont'd.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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7, ij.25 G Salisbury Street , built 199%(Little & Brown, arah'ts),
1425 G Salisbury Street is annaaadi one-half storey structure of
asyrometrical plan with stucco-covered walls anda high hip roof
covered with slates. At thestructure's east endis a full,

< above- ground basenent, which suggests (together with over-sized

former doorways) that this building onoe served as a stable/
garage. Thebuilding's eadwalls termnateinhip roofs with
gabl ed dormers. Despite apparent conversion t oresidential use,
the oriPinaI design of #j.25 G Salisbhury Street remains sub-

stantially intact.

8. Notre Dane Acadeny, school building, built [19ij-. Unrelated to
the developnent of the Knollwood Estate, this Structure was built
after the property's conversion toagirls' school. The school
building i slocated inaformer |awn, south of the main house

A andi s a two-storey structure faced with buff-colored brickand

trimmed with dressed Limestone. OF nodern design, this school
buil ding does not contribute t othe property's significance.

Significance:

Approached from Al sishury Street by anallee of trees, the Lynaa
Gordon House i s ﬁerhaps Worcester's grandest "period" house. Based
on French manor house architecture of t heseventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, thehouse's facade appears toberigidly symmetrical,

with a central pavilion flanked by two sets of pavilions The
outermost pavilions areasymmetrical infenestration. Thehouse
possesses aniron andglass marqui se nade by the V. A. Snow Iron
Works, Inc. of Boston. Along with the entry gates, interior stair
railing, balconies, anddoor grilles, the marquise was illustrated

in a 1915 trade catal ogue of the Snow Iron Works.

ID ftflditIQUifeo the."higharchifcecturdl quality of, thfelaiain housej

the Knol | wood Estate retains i tsoriginal outbuildings which include

a second house (of simlar design tothe main house, but scaled
down), three enﬁl oyees' cottages, twoformer stable/service

buil dings andthe various stucco walls andgate posts which were
designed t oconnect theservice buildings. Thetree-lined drives

whiih connect houses onthe property andthe field behind the main
house help t opreserve t he appearance of t heformer estate- as planned
by the architectural firm of Little & Brown of Boston.

Commi ssi oned by Worcester industrialist, Lyman Gordon (1861-19lij-),
the  house was under construction and nearing compl etionwhen
Gordon died. Gordon, a founder of Wnan & Gordon .,"was a
graduate of Worcester Polytechnic Institute whowent t o California

upon graduation i nl88l. InCalifornia, heworked for the United
States Central R gilroad, later for F. A Rubins ic Co., manufacturers
of presses anddies | nSanFrancisco. 1 n1883, hereturnedt o

btaple t olnventory form at bottom
cont; d,
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Worcester and formed a partnership with H WnfieldWynan. The
firra, which for many years hadthe only drop forging planti n

Wor cester, experienced major grovrth as aresult of the success of
the automobile industry in the early twentieth century. Accordfag
to his biographers, Gordon sawthe automobile not as the "rich
man's plaything," but as a "great benefit tothecoranercial world."
Eased on this perc_e[)tion, he re-arranged Ms conpany t obe able
to produce automobile parts and opened a plant in Cleveland. | n
addition tohis involvement with the Vynan & CGordon Co., Lynman
CGordon was a director of the American Thernos Bottle Co. and t he
Merchants' National Bank of Worcester,

In 1917, theSalisbui'y Street estate V\asv\j)urchased by Lucius J,
Knovrles, president of the Cronpton & Know es | oom Wrks, and
soneof the conpany's founder. Prior tohis nove t ot he Gordon
House, Knowl es |ived at 15 Massachusetts Avenue. After Know es's
death, the house was occupied by his wdov®, who |ater married

P. L. Stackpole. 1 n 1928, theestate was sold t o Theodore T.
Ellis, then president of the New England Fibre Blanket Corapany,
presidnet of t he New Engl nad SupPIy Co., a nenber of the V/iorcester
Art Museum and a prom nent l|ocal art collector.

After Ellis's ownership, much of t heoriginal property was subdivided
for houselots. Since the early 1950s, the main house and
siirrounding | and have been used for a girls' school, whilethe

|

t
Ir
outbuildings of theestate have becone privately owned residences.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Property Assessors' Data Present Oaner

Salisbury Street

ij-25 Book ii.3, p. I*' Not re Dane Acadeny
Lot 39 ~of V/iorcester, Inc.
11. 89 ij.25 Salisbhury Street
- 09 acres V/orcester, Mass. 01609
ij.25 B Book ii.3, p. | ? Richard & Dol ores G een
Lot D
22,176 sq. ft.
i25 C Book il3, p. I E lsrael & Lillian
Lot A Lubar sky
12,000 sq. ft.
ij.25 D Book ij.3, p. 1E Mark J. ic Claire
Lot G For gues
10,192 sq. ft.
ij-25 E Book ij.3, p. | E Al fred & Rose Saal a
Lot D
16,905 sq. ft.
Book ij.3, p. I E J. Brun-ell &
e F Lot GJ P Sylvia VWbnman
29,120 sq. ft.
Book ij.3, p. 1E St. Mchael's Passionist
I a Lots émE Monastery of West

Let EZ8,0i(L.8 sd. Hoboken, New Jersey
Lot F-21,097 sq.

ft.
ft.
Total-1i.9,1ij.5 sq. ft

Staple tolnventory form at bott g,
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Ndre Dare | Acdamy 435 Sdrdury Sret Waede. Massachusdts 0/609

15 Cctober 1979

Bear M. Harrington,

The owners of k2Sk Sal i shury Street,
the former _LyT@n 'Jordon "“ouse, are i nfavor of its being
naned t o theNational rtegister. V& realize that the old
"nol wood estate i stheonly multiple resource of i ts Kkind
in theWrcester area and we b"elieve i ti svery inportant
to preserve i t because of itshistorical andarchitectural
wor t h,

*During this sunmer | contacted the
former Sarah Montgomery Knowl es, daughter of Lucius J,
Know es and Laura M Stackpole, Shei s delightedwith
the interest i nher childhood hone and agrees that i t
should be on the Register, | received aleather bound
edition from her containing pictures of the estateand
its cottages. Taken i n 1927, these picturesindicate that
h2"F and LP$G were once connected to form the barn for the
estate. This wonderful gift i snowondisplayinthe library
of the manor house and provided us with a good deal of
information as to the useof the house i nthe days of both
the Knowes andtheEllis famly. Since theWrcester Art
Miseum has nuch of the art collection of Theodore and Mary
SI'lis, we have a good idea as tonuch of the setup of the
house during their ownership.

Ve appreciate your consideration of
Knol Iwood andits multiple resources.

"Sincerely,

Sr, Ann Morrison, S\D



