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Kjwn  Quincy, M\ /NRA

Addr ess 1400 Hancock Street

Hi storic Nane Granite Trust Conpany

(now. South Shore Bank)

ke: Present Bank/ of fices

Original Bank/offices
CESR P11 OV
Dat e 1929

Source Building permt

Style Ar t Deco

Ardiitect . WIlliamBeals and Sons i
Exterior Wall Fabric granite/limestone |
Qut bui | di ngs none

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Coxidition | God-
Mved no Dat e
Acreage Less than one acre; 23,229 sq. ft.

Setting The bank i sa local landmark, the
mai or focal point of Quincv Scnare, at the
intersection of Granite, Hancock. Chestnut
and Maple Streets.
Recorded by Fannin and Lehner / J. Johnson
Organi zation Quincy Historical Conm ssion

Date July 1. 1986/ Mwv 1987



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATH EOT (i f applicabl e)

The Granite Trust Bank building i sQincy's best exanple of theArt Deco style.
Associated with a Boston architect of local inportance, the building retains

integrity of association, location, design, materials, setting andfeeling and

fulfills Criteria Cof theNational Register of Historic Places onthelocal
level.

ARHIITEN BAL SSAGN FI CANCE Describe in?rtant architectural features andevaluate i nterns of
other buildingswthin the ooranunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ON SHEET

HSTCRCAL SIGNFICANCE Explaintherole owers played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates t othe devel opnent of the cannunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ON SHEET

Bl BLI QCSAFHY and/ or REFERENCES
Building permts.

Paul Robert Lyons. Quincy; APictorial History, 1983, p.48,79, 92
Massachusetts Histprical Conmm ssion Files.

18
Quincy Patriot Ledger, 100th Anniversary, January 7, 1937, p. G 17-
Quincy Patriot Ledger, Souvenir Edition, 1899, p. 25.



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Fom Na

MSSACH BETTS H STAR CAL GOMMSS ON QVIFJICW, MA
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: (*r/dni'fe Tru ™\

Indicate each itemon inventory foimv*iich i s being continued bel ow

H STORI CAL S| GNI FI CANCE — 1400 HANJ3K STREET
GRAN TE TRUST GOMPANY (now Sout h Shore Bank)

The Granite Trust Conpany (now known as the South Shore Bank) which erected
this building in 1929, had itsroots in 1836 when it spredecessor, the
Quincy Stone Bank was established. The first commercial bank in the
community, it was also the first in the United States to capitalize through
public subscription of itsstock. This notable institution grew slowy, and
't was not until 1865 that it took a national charter and became the

national granite bank. In 1912, prior to World Wr | . the bank broadened
its field of activity and became the Granite Trust Conpany. Beginning in
World VWr | and continuing through World Wr ||, extraordianary |eadership

was provided for the bank by Theophilus King and his son Delcevare [the
Baxter-King House is at 270 Adans Street]. In 1929, Theophilus King
gupervised the erection of the impressive granite tower at 1400 Hancock
treet.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conmuni ty: , For mN\o:

MASSAO LEETTS H STAR CAL GOM SSI QN
Office of the Secretary, Boston _
Property Nanme: AApi AMfA (YMtIN

Indicate each itemon inventory formv*xidi i s being continued bel cw.

ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE — 1400 HANCOK STREET
SOJTH SHIRE BANK

The 1929 Granite Trust GConpany bank building i safine exanple of an
Art Deco office tower. |t isQincy's only "skyscraper." A local
landmark, thebuilding i spromnently sited at amajor intersection on
the edge of Quincy Square. Thelimestone structure i svertically
oriented: itscentral section i sconposed of graduated vertical blocks
rising eight, nine, and tenstories. Three-story sections oneither
side of themin block act as a base and frame. Storefronts are faced
in polished granite. Avrecessed entrance is marked by four two-story
square granite colums supporting a granite entablature which reads
"Granite Trust Conpany" (nowcovered byt he South Shore Bank sign).
Subtle ornamentation i sinlowrelief and subjugated tothebuilding's
shape; itspiers end abruptly devoid of capitals or cornices. Changes
to several storefronts are contained within theoriginal granite ' . e
enframements and do not conprom se thebuilding's architectural
integrity.

J. Wlliam Beal and Sons were active i nQuincy during thelate 19th
century, and particularly i nthe 1920s. Other buildings designed by
the firm include the Adans Building (1880-85: 1889-90; NR), the Elks
Buil ding (1924; #QC151), theMasonic Tenple (1926; #QC- 152), and

Bet hany Congregational Church (1927, #QC 252).

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Granite Trust Conpany
NAME

MULTI PLE  Quincy MRA
NAME

STATE & GONTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Norfolk

DATE RECEI VED. 8/ 07/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 8/ 22/ 89
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Address 1400 Hancock Street
Granite Trust Company

QUINCY, MASSACHUSETTS/ MRA
Assessors Map # 1140
1979

Scale: 1 inch equals 80 feet
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