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entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Forni 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name Wrentham State School

Other names/site number.

2. Location

street & number Rmeralri St _N|0"not for publication
city or town Urpnl-ham iICZIAicinity

state M assachusetts code MA ocouty Norfolk ocode 021 zp code 0209 3

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this K| nomination

* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

iZI nationally IXI statewide KI locally. {13 See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

12
Sj*ture o catifying officiamie Judith ~. McDonoughDaEHjeeediive Director
_ sachiisetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
Sae d Fedad agay ad

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Pari( Service Certification
| herebytertify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
SJ entered in the National Register.
» See continuation sheet.

» determined eligible for the

National Register

* See continuation sheet.

D detemiined not eligible for the

National Register.
CD removed from the National

Register. |~k
» other, (explain:)



Wrentham State School

Namre o Popaty
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
e private  building(s)
e public-local 13 district
E public-State e site
e public-Federal e structure

e object .

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Mass State Hospitals & State Schools

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: school
FUNERARY,  cenetery
RECREATION/CULTURE: auditorium

AGRICULTURE: storage, field, animal
facility, outbuilding

INDUSTRY: energy, powerplant

HEALTH CARE: mental hospital

LANDSCAPE: parking lot, plaza, forest

7. Description

Architectural Classification

(Eter caegaries from ingtructions)

Early Republic - Federal .
19th/ 20th Revivals - Colonial Revival

19th/20th American - Craftsman

Narrative Description

NSrfolk County, MA
Couty ad Sate

Numtier of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
51 25 buildings
9 sites
1 9 structures
objects
61 34 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0 A .

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION school
RINERARY. cenetery
RECREATION/CULTURE: auditorium

AGRICULTURE: storage, field, animal
facility, outbuilding

INDUSTRY: energy, powerplant

HEALTH CARE: mental hospital

LANDSCAPE: parking lot, plaza, forest

IVigaids

(Enter categories from indrudtions)

foundation granite, concrete
wdlg brick/wood: shingle/stucco

roof slate, asphalt
Other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Wrentham State School
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

S A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

ID C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses

, high artistic values, or represents a significant and

- distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Ja-teleany if
Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.
« B removed from its original location.
e C a birthplace or grave. %
0 D a cemetery.
e E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ Fa commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibilography

Norfolk County. MA
Couty ad Sate

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

AR ALTURE
ARCH TECTURE

BEDUCATI ON
HEALTH/MKDiniWR
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1906-1940

Significant Dates "

1906 - p-S-aMl shnenf

1910 - official opening

1930 - death of George Wallace, 1st

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)

NZA

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Kendall F Taylor

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

e previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmark

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

« recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

& State Historic Preservation Office
e Other State agency
« Federal agency
e Local government .My -
e University oy, ! -y,
e Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Hi.qtonVal Cnmmi.cj.glon

Supt.



Wrentham State School .Norfolk County, MA
Nare of Popaty County ad State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 700 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

111191 |3[0[8]7[0[01 |4|6]|6]2]8]0|0] 3Ui9j |3]0] 7|7]2|0] |4,615,919,3,0
Zone Esisting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2Led BRDODbR2OI 141616111817i0l 411191 1306|Bl6iol |416)6,0|8,3,0

* See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(]I-Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
1. Form Prepared By

Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register
nameftitte Director, MHC

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date September 1993
dregt & nurbe 8 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston sate MA zip code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. " . J A
A Si<etch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or nhumerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number. telephone.

city or town state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, Etnd to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Pary. Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington. DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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DESCRI PTI ON
Location/ Surroundings: The Wentham State School occupies 700 acres
of gently rolling terrain north of the Wentham town center. The

original site of 450 acres was expanded to it spresent size by the
1920s. Dedham Street/State Route |A fo2nis the southeast boundary of
the canmpus, with the parallel tracks of the Nw York, New Haven &
Hartford Railroad located just beyond. Shears Street provides the
northwest boundary, while North Street separates the main canmpus (W
from the agricultural area (E). Major transportationroutes In the

i mmediate vicinity include State Route 140 (S), Interstate Route 95
(SE), and Pond Street/State Route 115 (NE). At a greater distance are
Interstate Route 495 (S) and the Conrail tracks (NW.

Extensive wetlands associated with Stony Brook (NW, Stop River (NE),
and Meadow Brook (S) surround the campus. Mirror Lake is located

i mmedi ately to the northwest, while Archer Lake is a short distance to
the southwest; Meadow Brook forms the southwest boundary of the site.
Residential subdivisions are clustered around the |akes. Dedham
Street is lined with buildings that are m xed in date and use.

Overall, development in the immediate vicinity is light.

Site and Landscape: The canpus is informallydivided into three zones
of varying topography and use. The relatively flat low and bounded by
North Street (E), Shears Street (NW, and Emerald Street (S forms the

mai n canmpus and is dom nated by patient care facilities. A similarly
flat area between Emerald and Dedham Streets is an open field that
includes the cemetery near itscenter, fairgrounds and playing fields,
and several houses along the roadways. Tw dwellings at the

intersection of North and Dedham Streets date to the early nineteenth
century. Wth the exception of the cemetery and the land bordering
North Street, this parcel is the least important of overall canpus
integrity. The hillier terrain east of North Street is devoted to
agricultural uses with farm buildings and watertowers sited on the
highest elevations. This area (#95) is bisected by a dirt road where
the dairy barn and foundations of poultry houses are located.
Additional acreage on the south side of Shears Street was probably
used for agricultureas well, and my have been the first area devoted
to that purpose (#95). The First Annual Report of 1907 noted that the
land woul d provide good tillage for farmng. By the 1920s, the school
possessed 700 acres of rich farmand and was able to harvest its own
vegetables, slaughter hogs, and produce an abundant supply of eggs and
mlk. Farm ng operations continued through the 1970s, and
agricultural fields generally remain open and unforested, maintained
in rough turf. A few sheep, goats, and cows remain. Sewage treatment
facilities are located on the east side of North Street at the
northern end of the canpus. ,

(continued)
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The Fourth Annual Report 1910 noted that "plan has been completed
during the year fixing the location of al |l future buildings to be
erected as the institution develops...." I t survives in the
Massachusetts State Archives collection as a 1910 plan of the sewage
system locating al |l existing and future buildings. The main building
site is developed on a rectangular plan with an east-west axis
consisting of Curtis Avenue, Greeley Street, and Bryant Avenue
bisected by the primary north-south corridor of Patterson Road.
Buildings are laid out around a central green (#92) or comon defined
by Greeley Street (S) and Bryant Avenue (N). A secondary green (#93)
is defined by Curtis Avenue (S) and GCreeley Street (N). Wthin this
framework, buildings are sited to form sheltered spaces that are
grassed, dotted with mature shade trees, and crisscrossed with paved
footpaths. Some of these areas contain benches and playground

equi pment . Trees include oaks, maples, white pines, hem ocks, and
spruces. A grove of white pines stands in front of A Ward (#1), with

a screen extending northwest from Merrill Infirmary (#19) to Shears
Street. These sheltered spaces are important |andscape conponents
that helped to create the therapeutic "ideal environment." The south
side was originally devoted to girls, while the north was developed
for boys.

The AdministrationBuilding (#20) is located at the northeast corner
of Curtis Avenue and Patterson Road, with patient wards beside i t and
behind on Greeley Street. These buildings define the secondary green
(#93). The central green (#92) is developed with original food
service buildings (#25) at itseast end, and the recent large-scale
school building (#21) unfortunatelysited at it swest end. Despite
sonme | osses to paved parking and a major enlargement of the service
building in 1954, the green remains a pleasant, sheltered area. A few
nore patient wards and enployee dwellings stand on Bryant Avenue with
fields stretching back to Shear Street at the northwest edge of the
canmpus (#95). In the 1920s, an assenbly hall (#22) and industrial
buildings (#23, 24) were added to the west end of the site on
Littlefield Road, and in the 1930s Prouty Drive was added to the

sout hwest corner with several nursery buildings (#12-18). The east
side of the building site has traditionally been devoted to support
buildings including power house, laundry, and maintenance facilities.
Those at the northeast corner around Finch Road were devoted to farm
mai nt enance and workers' housing.

Buil dings: The canpus i s developed on the cottage plan that dom nated

state schools and hospitals from the late nineteenth century on. Most

of the school's buildings were erected 55 to 85 years ago, with a

smal | nxinber added in the 1950s and 1960s. They include the usual

state school mx of administrativestructures, patient and staff

housing, school and industrial training facilities, and farm and

mai nt enance buildings. Most were designed by the firm of in'dzil

Taylor, who my also have been responsible for the Iandscap 8 it
[

| | | | | |

(continued)
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The original patient wards, designed as early as 1907 and dating from
the 1910s, are small-scale, two-story, red-brick structures with
Craftsman-style detail that are built on a cruciformplan. The first
stories were |largely devoted to playrooms and dayroons, with office
and reception space in the front arm of the crucifix, and toilets to
the rear. The upper floors were devoted to dormitory space. Two
early Latin cross-plan wards designed for custodial patients acquired
a bad reputationin the modern era, so one was converted to a shop (A
#1) while the other was demolished ca. 1980 (K #75). Staff housing
from the same period consists of two-story, shingled, gable-end
structures, and small-scale stuccoed cottages, al lwith Craftsman-

style detail. Al l housed upwards of twenty staff invery cranmped
quarters.
Several additions were nade to the campus in the 1920s, when the n

Bel chertown State School canpus was under construction (see form).
Most of these maintain the scale and materials of their predecessors
but reflect the Colonial Revival style. The two industrial training
wor kshops and auditorium at the east end of the canpus are the nost
prom nent additions of this decade. They replaced a 1913 school
building that stood west of the food service building. More
construction occurred in the 193 0s, generally at a larger scale and in
a more austere version of the Colonial Revival style. Red brick
remai ned the preferred material. Buildings from this period included
a group of nurseries at the southwest corner of the canmpus, and a
typical Y-plan infirmary. Later buildings like the Ewalt Nursery of
1963 and the Quinn School of 1959 are nodern structures of
substantially larger scale.

Bui l ding Losses/Canpus Integrity: Several buildings, known through
architect's drawings at Massachusetts State Archives and citations in
annual reports, have been lost from the canpus. K Ward (#75) was a
large dormitory for 100 custodial boys designed by Kendall & Taylor in
1912-1913; i twas identical to A Ward (#1). A school building (#89)
containing classrooms, workshops, and an auditoriumwas designed in
1913 by Kendall & Taylor; i t stood next to the food service building
in the central green. Two wood-frame dormitories (#90, 91) designed
by Kendall & Taylor in 1907 to house the advance crew from the Fernald
School stood near the present grounds crew maintenance conplex, which
functioned as the original farm conplex. These were simple Craftsman-
style structures, very similar to their contemporaries at the

Templ eton Col ony (see form) designed by W Iliam G bbons Preston.

Handi cap-access ranps are the mpst common exterior change to remaining
buildings. Landscapes have been nost affectedby parking lots and
limted new construction. Despite these few changes, the campus
clearly reflects itsearly devel opment under the superintendency of
Dr. George L. Wallace from 1907-1930.

(continued)
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Representative buildings are described bel ow

Admi ni strative Buildings

#20: Adm nistration Building (1914) A
The Colonial Revival-style Admi nistration Building i sa one-story,
rectangul ar-plan, red-brick structure enclosed by a slate hi proof
detailed with a triglyph cornice and mutules. [Its center entry, with
modern double-leaf metal door, i sheaded by a large twenty-pane metal
sash wi ndow and i sprotected by a pedimented portico with paired
Tuscan colums that rise through theroof. Wndows areset i nsoldier
course surrounds and originally contained 10/10/10 triple-hung sash.
They arenow altered by permanent air conditioning units and sliding
sash. A modern, flat-roofed wing extends fromtherear east
elevation. Kendall & Taylor's original 1912 design for this building
does not include thepresent pedimented portico.

#25: Food Service Building (1908/1912/1954) nt

- The original portion of this L-plan building i sa two-part rear el | on
the west side. |t includes one- and two-story sections with
segment al -arched wi ndows and a flat roof extended on brackets. A
headhouse, added i n 1912, faces south toward the Administration
Building. Itisatwo-story, red-brick structure enclosed by a flat
roof with parapet. The main entry i slocated behind a recent gable-

roofed porch. Single windows on this elevation display granite sills
and 6/6 sash. Wndows on theside elevations aregenerally paired and
set i nsegmental -arch openings. These two early sections were

desi gned by Kendall & Taylor. The flat-roofed east wing with large,
mul tipane industrial sash and |loading bays with platforms was addedi n
1954 .

#22. Auditorium (1922)

The Auditorium i sanother of thecanpus's red-brick. Colonial Revival-
style structures. |t i sa five-by-nine-bay rectangular-plan building
that rises two stories froma high brick basement set of f by a cast-
stone water-table toa low-pitched roof with projecting cornice. The
five-bay east facade displays five arched entries with new double-Ieaf
doors that aresheltered by a single roof extended on massive
brackets. Smal | eight-pane wi ndows are located above. Other w ndows
contain a variety of multipane sash and ar e headed by brick lintels
with keystones. Side elevations areorganized with five-bay
centerpieces framed by slightly projecting two-bay end pavilions. A
concrete handicapped ranp has been added tothenorth side. The
Auditorium was designed by Kendall & Taylor and replaced their earlier
school building i nfunction (#89).

#23, 24: Mens' and VWonens' Vocational Buildings (1923, 1922)

These two identical nine-by-three-bay, two-story, red-brick buildings
are enclosed by overhanging flat roofs with ventilatorsand brackets
whose spacing corresponds tothat of thebays. Located at t he west

f (continued)
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end of thebuilding group, where they frame theAuditorium (#2), they
face east. The outer bays contain transomed entries framed by w ndows

with 9/9 sash and headed by suspended hi proofs. Other bays contain
paired wi ndows with 12/12 sash, cast-stone sills, and soldier course

lintels. Secondary entries arecentered on theside elevations. Bot h
buildings were designed by Kendall & Taylor.

#19: Merrill Infirmary (1934)

Merrill i sbuilt on thedouble-Y plan with splayed wings at each end

that was pioneered at Metropolitan State Hospital for infirmariesof

this period. Displaying simple Colonial Revival-style detail, itisa

one-story, red-brick structure enclosed by a slate hi proof with
underscaled central cupola. The thirteen-bay facade with nine-bay
wings i scentered on an entry framed by pilasters and pedi ment.

W ndows contain new single-pane sash. Merrill was designed by
Clarence P. Hoyt.

#16: Hospital (1950) "ok b . o
The modern hospital i sa three-story, red-brick structure with
pent house that i sbuilt on a Y plan with splayed wings that extend
back t ot hesouth. The main entrance i scentered on the north

el evation enframed by a blank, projecting cast-stone frontispiecewith

cantilevered hood and | arge glass-block w ndow above. This entire
el ement i ssurrounded by Flem sh bond brickwork with burnt headers.
W ndows ar e generally paired and contain |ouvered sash. At the rear,
a three-story screened porch i scentered between t hewings. The
hospital was designed by G S McLaughlin. , N
r
#28: Marion Moore (1951)
Marion Moore, with its double-Y plan and | ate Colonial Revival-style
detail, | sbased on Merrill. 't isatwo-story, red-brick structure
that rises two stories from a concrete foundation toa slate gable
roof with vertically proportioned center cupola. The thirteen-bay
center section i sframed by angled one-story, flat-roof wings. The
center entry displays a simple architrave and hood. Wndows contain
single-pane sash with hoppers and are arranged i nbanks i nt he wings.

Patient Wards
#3,5: C and E Wards (1910)

C and E Wards, designed by t heBoston firm of Kendall & Taylor, were.

the first masonry dormitories constructed at Wenthamand served as
the prototype for such buildings through the 1920s, both here andat
Bel chertown (seeform . They aretwo-story, red-brick structures

rising from uncoursed granite foundations with cast-stone watertables
to bracketed slate hi proofs with large central ventilators. Built on

cruciform plans, entries arelocated 1 nthree-bay central pavilions,
and areprotected by one-story, two-pier porches. Wndows are
generally paired and contain 16/16 sash at thefirst story and 12/12

sash at t hesecond. All have granite sills, while those i nthe wings

(continued)
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have soldier course lintels as well. Trimi sconfined to brick

pilasters and cruciform designs formed by burnt headers on themain
mass of thebuilding, and splayed lintels on theentry pavilion.
Despite theseverity of theCraftsman style-derived design, the
buildings arefinely crafted. According toAnnual Reports, these
wards were built t ohouse 100 patients each.

#1: A Ward (1911) " :

A and K Wards (site of #75; 1910) aresimilar totheother patient
wards, but were constructed on a larger Latin-cross plan with six-bay
stems. They were intended t ohouse 130 custodial cases each. A Ward
stood on t heeastern edge of thegirls' side of thecanpus, where it
overl ooked a pine grove, while K Ward stood on t heboys' side. Unlike
the other earliest buildings, these have cast-stone trimand
quatrastyle porches. K Ward was demolished ca. 1980, as were both of
the custodial wards at Belchertown. Staff at both schools note that
these buildings had bad reputations, probably because of their
associations as "back wards" for custodial cases. Original plans by
Kendal |l & Taylor show workrooms i nt he basement; day, nursery, and
dining rooms at thefirst story, and dormtories at thesecond story.
As theonly surviving exanple of these custodial wards at the state
schools, A Ward i sparticularlyimportant. 't isinfair condition,
but has lost itsporch roof.

N

#2,6: B and F Wards (1912)

B and F Wards areidentical totheir predecessors i nall but m nor
details and represent a transitiontothelater O G L, M and O
Wards. They retain theburnt header cruciform ornamentation ofthe
earlier wards, while adding thefour-bay porches ornamented with the
stylized cast-stone trimfound on thelater wards.

#7, 8, 9, 10: G L, M O Wirds (1915-1917)

These four wards retain thecruciform plan, granite foundations with
cast-stone watertables, red-brick construction, overhanging slate
roofs with exposed rafters, and paired multipane sash of their
predecessors. Their four-column porches display thestylized cast-
stone trim found on B and F Wards, but theentries are framed by
sidelights. The earlier G L, and MWards retain theburnt header
cruciform patterning as panels between wi ndows. Granite sills are
replaced by cast stone.

#4: D Ward (1917)

D Ward differs from theother patient wards of theperiod i nits
rectangular rather than cruciform plan. That i s because it originally
functioned as a hospital, authorized i n1914. Otherwise, iti sa
quite typical, red-brick with cast-stone trimbuilding rising two
stories froman uncoursed granite foundation to a bracketed, slate hip .
roof with ventilators. The seven-bay south facade i sarticulated with
a slightly recessed five-bay central section that contains an entry

I T | o D |
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trim  Wndows with cast-stone sills andbrick lintels contain 12/12
sash. Slightly recessed lateral porches arenow infilled with brick

and louvered wi ndows; they originally had canvas roofs at t he second
story. The hospital was designed by Kendall & Taylor.

#12, 13, 14, 15: Cak Grove Cottages | , I, 11,1V (1930, 1931, 1932,
1936)

These nurseries arenearly identical two-story, stucco-clad cottages
enclosed by slate gable roofs with central louvered cupolas. They are
arranged around a sheltered central courtyard, which they al | face,
with theexception of Gak Grove | . Al |l arebuilt on a U-plan with
five-bay centerpieces enbraced by two-bay wings. Center entries are
protected by pedi mented porches on paired piers and are framed by
three-sided bays. Wndows aregenerally paired and contain 88 sash.
Centered three-bay rear ells contain secondary entries. The cupolas
and pedi mented entries arederived from t heColonial Revival style.
The GCak Grove group was designed by Kendall & Taylor.

Enpl oyee Residences i < " i - '

#29, 30, 31: Enployee Housing 1, 2, and 3 (1909, 1911, 1913)

These simple, rectangul ar, wood-frame dwellings rising two stories
from fieldstone foundations tobracketed, slate hi proofs were
originally built tohouse twenty-two enployees each. Their three-bay
south facades arecentered on one-story, hip-roof porches.
Fenestration i sirregular with four- tofive-bay sideelevations;

wi ndows contain 88 sash. Al | now have concrete handi capped ranps
leading tothefront entries. These houses were designed by Kendall &
Tayl or.

#32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37: Enmployee Housing 4, 5 6, 7, 8 and 9 (1914,
1925, 1927)

Aut horized i n1913, these enployee houses adopted a new and
substantially nore attractive design than their predecessors, and
acted as t hemodel for simlar buildings at Belchertown. They ar e
sited i na rowat thenorth end of t hecanpus. They are stuccoed
cottages that rise two stories from granite foundations to slate
gambrel roofs with shed-roof dormers and center chimeys. Symmetri cal
south facades consist of two-bay center sections framed by two-bay
gambrel crosspieces. Centered one-story porches supported on four
squat colums complete thedesign. Secondary entries are centered on
the side elevations. Wndows aresimply framed and contain 88 sash.
In several cases, thefront porches have been enclosed, and al | have
handi capped ranps added tothefront or lateral entries. Al though
substantially later i ndate. Cottage #8 i sidentical. Cottage #9i s
located behind theothers and i ssubstantially larger, but continues
the sane materials and design. Considering itslocation and size,
cottage #9 may have been built t o house patients who worked ont he
farm Al | were designed by Kendall & Taylor. The smaller cottages
wer e designed t o house twenty-two people each. They contained one

(continued)
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bat hroom and one double bedroom at each story, anda sitting roomat

the first story; theremaining space was divided into small single
bedr ooms.

#17:  Wallace (ca. 1920)
Wal lace i sa simple, red-brick Colonial Revival-stylestructure that
was built as an Officers' Residence. Sitednext tothe Administration

Building, i tisarectangular plan building that rises two stories
from a concrete foundation t oa wood cornice andrectilinear parapet.
The seven-bay south facade i sfocused on a small, pedi mented Tuscan

portico protecting anentry with transom andsidelights. Wndows are
paired with 6/9 sash, andeach bayi sdefined by a soldier course
frame with cast-stone cornerpieces. Three-bay side elevations are
centered on two-story, five-sided entrance bays. |t was designed by
Kendal | & Taylor.

#38: Canmpus House (1933)

Constructed as a | arge Enpl oyee Residence, thered-brick Canpus House
is a handsone exanple of t he Col onial Revival style, designed by James
H Ritchie Associates. I'ti sanineteen-by-five-bay, rectangular-plan
structure that rises three stories from a brick andconcrete basenment
with mol ded watertable t oa slate gable roof. The south facadei s
focused ona slightly projecting, three-bay center pavilion whose
gable rises above thecornice where i ti sframed by cast-stone
volutes, andcontains a central oculus with cast-stone foliate frame.
The center entry i srecessed within a frame consisting of fluted
pilasters carrying a full entablature. Wndows contain 8/ 8 sashand
are headed by brick lintels with cast-stone keystones and endpieces.
The three-bay endelevations display full-width, one-story porches and
the same gable treatment as thecenter pavilion. Abrick-walled

handi capped-access ranp nowleads t othemain entry.

Single Fam |y Residences A

/ r -
#47, 48: Steward's Home (1933)
Located at 84 North Street, the Steward's Hone i sa standard red-
brick, five-bay Colonial Revival-stylehouse that rises 2 1/2 stories
from a concrete foundation t oa slate hi proof. Thecenter entry i s
framed by sidelights andanelliptical arched fanandi sfronted by a
one-story Tuscan porch. Wndows contain 6/1sash. Gl azed sunporches
are attached t oboth side elevations, with anexterior chimey on the
north. The house i sacconpanied by a matching garage. e ;

#45, 46: Superintendent's House, 5 North Street (ca. 1790; MHC #N227) L
This fine Federal-period dwelling i slocated at thenortheast corner
of North and Dedham Streets ona | ot set of f by a fieldstone wall.
The house i ssited ona terrace defined by a boxwood hedge and
approached by eight granite steps. Terracing was a common | andscaping

, device for high-style buildings of theperiod. Theclapboard dwelling
rises twostories from a granite block foundation t oan asphalt hip

(continued)
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roof with interior chimeys. The five-bay west facade i scentered on
an entry framed by sidelights and louvered fan, as well as pilasters
supporting an entablaturewith nolded cornice. A two-story, one-bay
wing that probably dates totheschool's initial occupation i n1907i s
attached tothenorth elevation. The house was built ca. 1790 by
General Oliver Pond, a veteran of theRevolutionary War and a
respected civic leader. The house was i nPond family ownership until
1863, and again from 1883 t 0 1907, when i twas then sold to the

W ent ham School .

#53, )54: Assistant Superintendent House, 423 Dedham Street (1805, ML
#N236

Located at t henorthwest corner of North and Dedham Streets, t he

former Tillson House i sanother well-detailed Federal-period dwelling.

It i sa clapboard-clad structure that rises 2 1/2 stories from a
granite-block foundation toan asphalt gable roof with center stove
chimey. The five-bay south facade i scentered on an entry with half
sidelights and a Tuscan porch. Wndows contain 6/6 sash. Si de

el evations aretwo bays deep. A two-bay wing with verandah extends
fromtheeast elevation. The house was built i n 1805 by Nehem ah

Tillson, a blacksmith whose descendants owned i tuntil 1903. Augusta -
Stewart sold i ttotheWentham School i n1907. A "

Support G oup

#26: Laundry (1910/1934) * o
The Laundry and neighboring Powerhouse (#27) were built entirely of
stone dug from thesite. Like t hefoundations of thewards, the stone
is uncoursed, with raised mortar joints. Thethree-by-five-bay
[aundry building rises one story toa roof with brackets, stepped
parapets on i tsfront and rear elevations, and a glazed wood-franme
monitor. The main entry i scentered on thesouth facade with
sidelights, transom and a hood suspended on chains. Wndows are
paired and contain multipane sash with transoms. Si x garage bays have
been added t otherear of t hewest elevation. This laundry, which i s
one of thenost interesting i nthesystem was designed by Kendall &
Tayl or.

#27: Power house (1909/1958)

The Powerhouse i sa one-story, L-plan structure enclosed by a roof
with stepped parapets. The original section (W i sconstructedof
uncoursed granite with raised mortar joints. Paired 99 wi ndows are
set i nsegmental -arched openings. The addition i sbuff brick and
flat-roofed, with large, multipane metal industrial sash; a red-brick
smokestack rises here, while a recent corrugated metal garagei s
attached tothenorth elevation. The powerhouse was designed by ... .
Kendal | & Tayl or.

(continued)
°y
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#74: Mai n Garage (1930)
The main garage is a rectangular plan, stucco-clad structure whose

roof i s hidden by a parapet. I t consists of a headhouse at the west
end, a four-bay garage wing, and a lower level service area at the
east end.

Agricultural G oup

#55: Dairy Barn (1922)

The dairy barn is a large, rambling, one-story, concrete-block
structure nmade up of numerous interconnected gable-roof wings with
metal ventilators. It isinpoor condition, with a portion severely
damaged by fire.

#56: Brooder House (1920s)

The concrete-block Brooder House is similar to the adjacent Dairy
Barn. Itsnorth facade is centered on a two-story, five-bay cross
gable. The entry is located at the upper level, where i tis
approached by a fieldstone ranp. Flanking one-story wings are also
gable roofed, with metal ventilators and irregular fenestration.

#68, 69, 70, 71, 72: Farm Of fices/ Grounds Crew (ca. 1910s-1950)

This group of five small-scale buildingsincludes: #68 a one-story
U-plan corrugated metal and concrete-block shed with open bays of ca
1950; #69: a one-story, concrete-block farm office with gable roof
dating from ca. 1907 (it once served as a horse barn); #70: a two-
story, wood-frame tractor shed with gable roof on brackets and 6/6
sash of ca. 1907; #71: a corrugated metal tractor shed dating from
1965; and #72: a long, low, one-story, clapboard-clad structure

encl osed by a gable roof with brackets and cupola/ventilator, designed
by Kendall & Taylor in 1913 for vegetable storage.

Archaeol ogical Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the Wentham

State School property, i tis possible that sites are present. ne
site is recorded in the general area (within one mile). The physical
characteristics of the property, well-drained, level to moderately
sloping terraces and knolls inclose proximtyto wetlands, indicate

favorable locational criteria for Native subsistence and settlement.
Maj or drainage in the area is through extensive wetlands associated
with Stony Brook to the northwest. Stop River to the northeast, and
Meadow Brook to the south, al | part of the interior Charles River
drainage. Mirror Lake lies less than 1,000 feet (300 meters) from the
school boundary to the northwest and Lake Archer to the southwest

Each of the above factors, combined with the large size of the school
(700 acres) and limited historic development, indicates a high
probability for locating prehistoric resources. Major sensitive areas
include the southern portion of the school in the vicinity of Meadow
Brook, the southeastern portion of the school in the Dedham Street

(continued)
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locale bordering wetlands, including the unnamed tributary streams
extending into the central portion of the canpus and the northwestern
portion of the school inthe vicinity of Shears Street. Most of these
areas include fields or otherwi se undevel oped areas

There i s also a high potential for historic archaeological resources
on the Wentham State School property. Tw early structures, #45, 46,
the General Oliver Pond House (1790) and #53, #54, the Nehem ah
Tillson House (1806), predate the school on the northeast and
northwest corner of North and Dedham streets respectively. Structural
remains my survive from additional 18th/19th century residentia
structures in the area as well as outbuildings (barns, sheds) and
related features. Extant and presently unknown structures in the area
my be purely residential but nmore likely relate to preexisting
farmsteads and residential structures. Several buildings present at
the start of the State School were remodeled for occupation by boys
from other schools who assistedin later construction. These
structures could be earlier farmbuildings. Archaeological remains
my also survive from structures built for the State School. As |east
four structures no longer extant have been identified from architects
drawing and citations i n Annual Reports. A large dorm #75 K-Ward
(1912-1913), was demolished i n 1980. A school house, #89 (1913), which
no longer survives, stood next to the school service building on the
central green. The school house was replaced by two industrial

training workshops. Two additional dormitoriesare also known to have
existed, #90 and #91. Structural remains are also likely from the
school's original farm conplex, which existed at the present grounds
crew/ mai ntainence complex. Structural remains indicated by poultry
house foundations are present off a dirt road that bisects hilly
terrain east of North Street. Unmarked graves may also exist
associated with the school's cemetery, #79 (1910)

(end)

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE

The Wentham State School possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Authorized
in 1906 as the Commonwealth's second school for the "feeble-mnded,"

it was considered an outstanding institution for children, at |least
through the mid-twentiethcentury. [I|tsearly history was closely
allied with that of the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-M nded
(see Fernald School form), which m ght be considered a parent
institution since i tprovided the Wentham School's superintendent as
well as the first pupils who assistedinthe initial construction and
outfitting of the buildings. The Wentham School is significant for
its distinguished history in the education of developmentally disabled
children, and as the Commonwealth's first school to enploy a
standardi zed plan for wards and enpl oyee housing, plans that were

(continued)
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| ater adopted at the Belchertown State School (see form. Wenthan s
history clearly reflects major trends i nthe development of the State

Hospital and School System as described i nthe overview. |t meets
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and i s
significant on the local and state levels. |t speriod of significance

extends from 1906 to 1940.

By the turn of the century, the population of the Massachusetts School
for the Feeble-M nded i n Waltham had reached 1,000 patients, which was
then consideredto be the limt for successful operation. Thus, in
1905, the Trustees requested that the Legislature consider
establishment of a second "school for the feeble-m nded" in
Massachusetts (Wallace 1941: 64). Chapter 508 of the Acts of 1906
provided the necessary authorization. The Trustees were informed by
the State Board of Insanity that most of the school's future patients
would likely come fromthe eastern half of the state, especially the
metropolitan area, so they decided to ook for a site southwest of
Boston that would be easily accessible. They purchased a 450-acre
parcel i n Wentham for $36,973, which provided space enough for the
projected population of 1,000-1,500 pupils, abundant water to be
obtained fromdriven wells, large anpbunts of stone, sand, and gravel
suitable for building purposes, and fertile fields for farmng (First
Annual Report 1907) .

The Legislature appropriated $50,000 i n 1906 and $25,000 i n 1907 to
begin construction of the school. Before initiating a building
program however. Superintendent George L. Wallace, formerly first
assistant physician at the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-M nded
in Waltham visited a nunber of new institutions i nthe west to study
met hods of housing and treatment. Initial work at Wentham
concentrated on remodelling existing buildings on the site so that
some "ol der boys" could be transferred fromMWaltham as quickly as
possible torelieve overcrowding and to assist inthe later
construction. Cne house (#45) was fitted up for the superintendent
and administrative offices, another for male attendants and a
congregate kitchen/dining room while the third was remodelledto
accommpdate ten adult boys who were transferred fromWaltham i n June
1907. According to both Fernald and Wentham Annual Reports, these
boys consideredi ta great honor to be chosen to help start the new
school. The first new construction undertaken was the erection of two
dormtories (sites #90, 91) similar to those at the Templeton Colony
(see  formto accommpdate a total of forty to fifty boys. These
buildings were completed, and forty boys were transferred from Waltham
in the spring of 1908 (First Annual Report 1907). These dormitories
stood just north of the present maintenance conplex, which served as
the original Farm group. Designs by Kendall & Taylor that are
preserved i nthe Massachusetts State Archives collection are very
simlar to the contemporary dormitories at Templeton designed by

Wi lliam G bbons Preston.

(continued)
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Having completed this initial phase of construction, the Trustees
requested $189,500 from t helegislature i n1908 for two brick
do2:Tiiitories t o house fifty pupils each, a service (kitchen) building,
an empl oyees' hone, a powerhouse, and an on-site water supply. The
Second Annual Report of Novenber 1908 indicates that the Legislature
authorized construction of thepowerhouse and service building as well
as thetwo dorms, although i t was specified that they be enlargedto
accommpdat e one hundred pupils each. The treasurer's statement
indicates that theBoston firm of Kendall & Taylor, who were involved
in construction of several state hospitals at this period, had been
selected as architects. Sonetinme during theyear, an additional
forty-five boys were transferred from Walthamt oassist i n tending
crops, hauling building stone, excavating basements, and otherwise
preparing theschool for its full opening (Second Annual Report 1908).

The Third Annual Report of 1909 reflected great progress i n the
devel opment of t heschool. The brick Service Building (#25) was
complete, as were t he stone powerhouse (#27) and a wood-frame
attendants' residence (#29-EHl). Two brick dornms (#3-C, 5-E) andt he
stone laundry (#26) were well under way. Anxious topreparethe
school for its formal opening, theTrustees went on t o request
appropriations for a custodial building, two attendants' residences,
another dormtory, and additional farmbuildings, as well as
electrification of theentire Farm Group (Third Annual Report 1909).
Because construction was proceeding so rapidly. Annual Reports from
1909- 1916 included special balance sheets specifying funds

/ appropriated and anpbunts expended. w®

O April 1, 1910, theschool was officially opened, and children from
the community were admitted for thefirst time. By theend ofthe
reporting year (11/30/10), 217 new patients had been admitted,
yielding a total population of 239, which included 133 males and 106
females. The 1910 Annual Report stated that all of t he above-
mentioned buildings were occupied and that another attendants' homne
(#49?), and a 130-patient custodial building (#1-A) were under way.
Additionally it stated that "plan has been conmpleted during theyear
fixing thelocation of all future buildings tobe erected asthe
institution develops. ..." (Fourth Annual Report 1910)

The speed with which Wentham was approved by t helegislature and nade
ready for opening reflects thedom nant belief of theperiod that
"mental defectives" represented a threat tothecommunity as well as a
drain on thepublic school system This fear, which resulted i n
sterilization programs i nmany states, acconpanied thenmore positive
belief that institutions were thebest means of improving thelives of

mentally deficient citizens. There was |little i f any sense that their
needs could be net i nthecommunity. This attitude was nmade clear by
the Wentham Trustees, who stated that theschool "is not only helpful

to thechildren themselves, but i sof benefit tothecommnity by
removing those children who there would grow up i nidleness and

(continued)
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ignorance, and becone a nenace to the morals of the community where
they live" (Fourth Annual Report 1910).

Soon after opening. Superintendent Wallace took time to summarize the

history of the school and to describe it spopulation. His statement

also reflects the dual strain of education/improvement and social

protection:
At this point i t seens appropriateto give a short resume of our
work for the past three years. | n June, 1907, we cane to

i  Wentham accompanied by 10 trained boys from the institution at

Waltham W at once started to make accommodations for 40 nore
adult boys, which work was completed and these boys admitted to
the institution in the spring of 1908. The next task was that of
constructing buildings for housing 200 inmates, together with a
house for enployees, a central heating, Iighting, and power plant,
[aundry, kitchen, bakery, and storehouse, al | of which have been
constructed with a view of ultimately caring for at least 1,000

" e inmates. In March of this year the girls' building was ready for
occupancy, and 50 trained girls were admtted fromthe
i . Massachusetts School for the Feebl e-m nded. These girls were soon

very busy and happy incleaningthe new buildings and i n making
the table linen and bedding, and in the general preparationsfor

the reception of the new children about to be admitted. In April,
as everything was i nreadiness, w began to admt children direct
f fromthe community. The class of children who poured i n at our

open doors, however, was of a higher grade mentally than we had -
anticipated. O these adm ssions very few are of the sluggish,
inactive class. On the contrary, they are largely of the
excitable, reckless, destructive type with the criminal instinct
wel |l marked. Among these recent adm ssions are a nunmber of adult
girls, many of whomare physically rather attractive. The clamor
for admi ssion of these higher mental defectives to our institution
is being recognized by physicians, social workers, teachers, and
all moulders of public sentiment as never before, and prom ses
much towards the prevention of degeneracy inthe future. Wth the
growing demand for the adm ssion to our institution of the
above-described conmplex types, i s the corresponding demand, from
necessity, for higher grade enployees to care for these
unfortunates. | know of no vocationwhere there is a greater
amount of resourceful ness, tact, patience, and devotion to duty
required than i n the proper care of our inmates (Fourth Annual
Report 1910) .

Concurrently with the physical development of the school, the Trustees
and superintendent were actively formulating it sphilosophy and
programs. They said in the Second Annual Report, "The purpose of the
school is the proper care of the mentally deficient, the conservation
of their health, the promotion of their happiness and the realization
to their ow benefit of such physical and mental powers as their
m sfortune has left them"™ Generally they followed the methods

(continued)
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devel oped at t heMassachusetts School for the Feeble-M nded, which
combi ned study, |abor, and recreation i na highly structured routine.
The abilities of small children were developed through the Seguin and
Kindergarten methods, while older children were assigned t o graded
classes i nreading, writing, geography, and history, and also
participated i noccupational therapy. Adults who were enployed atthe
hospital during theday attended evening programs i nsuch areas as
music, gymnastics, dancing and basketry.

Unlike many administratorsof state hospitals for the "insane" who
gradually accepted a custodial role for their institutions, the
Trustees and superintendents of thestate schools insisted upon their

rehabilitative role. | n1911, theWentham Trustees said, ...our
feeble-m nded schools arenot prisons, but hones i nwhich a useful,
happy, rational hone life i scarried ontothefullest possible
extent." 1 n 1915 they were nore specific i nsaying, "How fari t

(Wentham i sfrom a custodial institution, how far from an asylum for *-
defectives, i sonly tobe realized by those who visit the institution
and observe theregular schoolwork." A final quote from 1918 further
illustrates this view "Feeble-mnded schools should be nade training
schools rather than places of custody and detention, (that i s their)
real purpose both present and future."

To accomplish this goal of training and education, the Trustees
encouraged a "vacation" system which allowed pupils who had reached
their potential toreturn totheir homes or other suitable locations,
thus providing room for new, untrainedpupils; readmttance was
automatic i f problems occurred. The vacation program was used quite

A extensively, with about 10%of theschool's populationfalling into
this category throughout the 1910s. To support theprogram the
Trustees requested that a social worker be added tothestaff forthe
first time i nl1915, primarily t ooversee release requests andto
monitor outpatient care. I naddition toestablishing this program,
the Trustees sought legislative changes that would augnent their
educational role. \What was considered one of their biggest successes
at thetime occurred i nthewinter of 1911, when a | aw concerning
“criminal defectives" was passed. Courts were instructed to send
wonen and girls i nthis category tothe Sherbourne Reformatory, boys
to theConcord Reformatory, and men totheState Farm at Bridgewater,
rather than toeither of thestate schools "to avoid thedemoralizing
influence of these defective delinquents upon theordinary
feeble-m nded." Apparently, court officials did not always conform to
this law, for theTrustees continued tomention theundesirable
presence of "criminal defectives." The state schools' desire toavoid
care of the "crimnal defective" i sakin tothedesire of the state

y hospitals toavoid care of thechronically "insane," both populations
who were difficult tocare for and often beyond treatment.

(continued)
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The school expanded rapidly during thesix-year period betweenits
official opening i n1910 and 1916, when "provision for a third
institution at Belchertown" was nmade (seeform). During that period
the population increased from 239 to 1,031, including 426 mal es and
605 females. Five cruciformdormitories (2-B, 6-F, 7-G 8-L, 9N
were authorized, followingtheapparently successful model ofthe
original two buildings designed by Kendall & Taylor, who continued as
architects. Two additional wood-frame enployee hones, similar to the
existing one, were authorized i n1910 and 1912 (#30-EH2, 31-EH3).
Then, i n 1913, a group of four enployee residences was authorized
(#32-EH4, 33-EH5, 34-EH6, 35-EH7) and designed on a nore attractive 1
1/2-story gambrel-roof plan. Other major buildings funded during this
period include a second custodial buildingi n1913 (#75-K, site of), a
school house/assembly hall i n1912 (#89; site of), an administration
building i n1913 (#20), and a hospital i n1914 (#4-D). The
suitability of these buildings, particularly thecruciform wards and
the 1913 group of enployee residences, i srevealed i ntheir repetition
at Wenthamand especially at t henew school at Belchertown.

Al though t he Trustees continued t orequest funds for expansion at
Wentham thelegislature and the State Conm ssion on Mental Diseases
appear t o have focused their attentionand noney on t he proposed

institution at Belchertown. |1 n1918 the Trustees regretfully reported
that "thestate finds theschool complete.” Nevertheless, they asked
for an assembly hall (#22), a gymasium (#22), and male and female

industrial buildings (#23, 24), requests that were not granted until
the early 1920s. Most of thepresent farm buildings(#55-57) were also
constructed i nthe 192 0s, expanding thecapacity of earlier structures
(#69, 70, 72). At this time theschool population was 1,339,
consisting of 497 males, 703 females, and 139 pupils "on vacation".
The school expanded slowly during the 1920s while its population
hovered between 1,200 and 1, 300. O July 3, 1930, Superintendent
George L. Wallace died suddenly after masterm nding devel opment oft he
school for the?24 years of itsexistence. Buildings constructed
during the 1930s, such as thenurseries (#12-15) on Prouty Drive,
Merrill Infirmary(#19), and t he Canpus House (#38), were planned by
Wal | ace even though they were not constructed until after hi s death.

The 1945 Governor and Council Report described Wenthamas an
"outstanding institution for thecare of children." Typical of this
wartime period, thepatient population of 2,000 was somewhat over t he
1,811 capacity, while theenployee level of 200 represented a 50%
vacancy rate. The varied occupational therapy program with patients
placed i ncanneries, bakeries, laundries, farms, and i ndomestic
service, was singled out for praise. The nurseries were also
described as excellent and well equipped with toys and ganmes (GC
1945: 31).

(continued)
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Two new buildings i nthe 1950s expanded t heschool's capacity t o neet
patient needs and abilities. The Raynond Medical Unit of 1955 acted
as a general hospital forresidents. The Karl V. Quinn School, with
its 18 classrooms, library, gymasium and swi mm ng pool, recognized
the progress that nost retarded individuals can achieve i n scholastic,
physical, and social development. During the 1960s, t he school
reached its peak population of 2,163 (January 1963), and enpl oyee

residences began t o be converted forpatient use. | n 1975 Wentham
becanme involved i ntheconsent decree process that affected all ofthe
state schools. As aresult, five small, eight-resident group homes

wer e opened i n 1986, and a medical center followed i n1988. By 1989,
the residential population had been reduced t o 628, with t he ai mof
providing comunity enployment opportunities along with the |east
restrictive and nost comfortable living situations possible.

Archaeol ogical Significance ‘ -

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nWentham ar e basically
unknown, any surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric sites
in this area can contribute toa greater understanding of Native
settlement and subsistence activities along theinterior Charles

drainage forwhich we have little information. Recent researchi n
nei ghboring towns indicate many sites i nthis area may be small,
bel onging totheclass of small, I|ow-density, temporary, special-

purpose sites. Larger sites could be present around |akes such as
Mirror Lake and Lake Archer. Sites i nthis area may also contribute
information or thesociopoliticalrelationships of native peoplei n
riverine drainage areas. The Wentham State School lies withinthe
interior Charles River drainage; however, theinterior Neposet
Drainage lies within twomles east of theschool and t he Taunton
River/ Mount Hope/ Narragansett Bay drainage [ies tothe south.
Prehistoric sites i nthis area may contain information indicatingthe
local and regional sociopolitical impact of native social groupsi n
these drainages and, possibly, how these relationships changed through
time. This data could test comonly held beliefs pertaining to
riverine drainage settlement hypotheses.

Historic archaeological remins described above have t hepotential to
docunment pre-existing land use at the State School and theextent to
which pre-existing structures were incorporated into theearly school
operation, and toprovide a nore detailed look at theentire physical
layout of theschool, farmng at theschool, itsstaff, and patients.
Further documentary studies accompani ed by archaeological survey and
excavation can determne thelocations of pre-existing structures on
the school campus and establish whether these structures as well as
those still extant were agricultural or residential i nnature. Atthe
time t heschool was started, existing structures were reportedly
remodel ed so that early boys at theschool could use themas
residences. Archaeological survivals can establish what and where
these structures were as well as their final outcome i nthe school

(continued)
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organization. Docunmentary research and archaeological survivals my
also contributedata on the extent to which inmates at the school were

used in school construction. A comparison of engineering

specifications for school buildings or standard engineering practices
for the time conpared with archaeological survivals and structures
still standing could determne the extent to which construction was
| abor

altered or varied from specifications because of the type of

used. Similar informationcould be retrieved from the school's
farm ng operation. Analysis of occupational-relatedfeatures

social, cultural, and economc lives of staff and patients at

from
specific areas of the school can provide detailed informationon the

t

he

School . This informationcan be useful in comparing the Wentham
School with other state facilities and the extent to which [ife
school compared with civilian Iife. Analysis of structural remains
and features associated with the school's agricultural area can
hel p docunment the extent to which these operations were important at
the school, and details of the technologies used and crops grown.

> (end)
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GEOGRAPHI C DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

See attached maps. I

Verbal Boundary Justification

The nomination i sconfined tothepresent canmpus boundaries that were
achieved during theperiod of significance. The original 400 acres

were increased tothepresent 700 acres by t he 1920s.
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IV ;
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L Building
M Building
O Building
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Officers'
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Men's Vocational
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EH/ - .
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EHO -

1932 '
1914/ 1963
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Col oni al
Col oni al
Col oni al
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Col oni al
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Col oni al
Moder n
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Craftsman
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Revi
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ARCHI TECT/ DESI GNER

Kendal | & Tayl or C
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
n/ a NC
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Taylor ' c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
G S MclLaughlin Ass. NC
Kendal | & Tayl or c
c
Clarence P. Hoyt
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Adden, Parker, Clinch & NC
Crinp
Kendal |, Taylor & Co. C
Kendal |, Taylor & Co. C
Kendal |, Taylor & Co. c
Kendal |, Taylor & Co. c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal |, Taylor & Co. c
John Guarino NC
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or . c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or c
Kendal | & Tayl or C
Kendal | & Tayl or C
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WWENTHAM STATE SCHOCL

MASSACHUSETTS

DI STRI CT DATA SHEET
MAP# BUI LDl NG NAME DATE STYLE ARCHI TECT/ DESI GNER
38 Canpus House 1933 Col onial Revival James H Ritchie Ass,
39 El m Cottage (MHC #226) ca. 1850 Greek Revival Cape
40 gar age ca. 1950 n/a
41 Mapl e Cottage (MG #225) ca. 1850 Vernacul ar Cape
42 garage ca. 1930 n/a
43 Farmer's Cottage 1907 Vernacul ar Cape '
44 garage ca. 1950 n/a
45 Supt. House (MG #227) ca. 1790 Federal . L
46 gar age ca. 1920 n/ a o !
47 Steward' s Cottage (84 North) 1933 Col oni al Revival
48 garage ca. 193 3 Col oni al Revival
49 Poplar Cottage (162 Emerald) 1910 vernacul ar Colonial Rev. J
50 gar age ca. 19 0 n/ a
51 87 North Street Cottage 1913 Vernacul ar Col onial Revival
52 garage ca. 1950 n/a .
53 Asst. Supt. Hse. (MHC#236) 1805 Feder al
54 gar age ca. 1950 n/a X
55 Dairy Barn 1922 Utilitarian
56 Brooder House Je ca. 1920s Utilitarian gl e 3
57 Hen House (foundation) ca. 1920s nl/a , °, D, e
58 Met al Shed ca. 1970s nl/a ' e -V
59 Met al Shed P e ca. 1970s n/a > .~ e
60 Concrete Shed ca. 1920s Utilitarian
61 Met al Water Tower . ca. 1950s n/a VARRVIRY,
62 Met al Water Tower . "ca. 1950s n/a R
63 Sewage/ Sand Filter 1969 n/ a s, .
64 Sewage Treat ment ' 1969 n/ a ool ooy
65 Incinerator 1954 n/a
66 Heffron Hall A ' ", " 1968 Utilitarian ' ;
67 Heffron Hall B 1968 Utilitarian
68 Farm Shed/ Grounds Crew ca. 1953 n/a
69 Horse Barn/Farm Office 1907 Utilitarian
70 Tractor Garage A 1907 Utilitarian ¢~
71 Tractor Garage 1965 n/ a
72 Veget abl e Storage Shed , 1913 Utilitarian ' Kendal |, Taylor & Co.
73 Mai nt enance Shed ca. 1970s n/a --
74 Mai n Garage 't J - 1930 Utilitarian
75 KWard Site . 1913 n/ a Kendal | & Tayl or
76 Medi cal Building . 1988 Moder n
77 Ewalt Nursery " 1963 Moder n
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MAP#  BUI LDI NG NAME DATE
iES Pavilion > /' ca. 1980s
n:. Cenet ery . .'" s ca. 1910
80 Bus Shelter ca. 1970s
81-84 Fair Ground Sheds ca. 1980s
Fair Viewi ng Stand ca. 1980s
ICF Building , ca. 1980s
ICF Building ca. 1980s
ICF Building ca. 1980s
School house Site 1913
"Sme FarmDorm Site 1907
Farm Dorm Site 1907
r11 Central Green * ca. 1907
Secondary Green ca. 1907
Front Lawn (Emerald St.) ca. 1907
- Agricultural Land ca. 1907

TOTAL RESOURCES 61 Contributing;

51 Contributing Buildings

34 Noncontributing

9 Contributing Sites

r 1 Contributing Structure

WRENTHAM STATE SCHOCL
MASSACHUSETTS
DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

STYLE

Moder n
nfa e
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
Moder n
Moder n
Moder n
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a

25 Noncontributing
9 Noncontributing
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