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1. Name nf Prnpfirty
historic name Inness-Fitts House and Studio/Barn
other names/site nunnber Noyes, Henry Q., House and Barn

2. Lnr.atinn

Street & number 406 Main Street N/A not for publication
city or town Medfield N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts .code_NdA_ county Norfolk .code 021 zip code 02052

3. StatP/Fftriftral Ayenr.y CTftrtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H"nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S"meets ¢« does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally « statewide ¢ locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lal Park SftrvirB Certifir.atinn
herets” certify that this property is: Sig ature of tha Keeper . Date of Action
(entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



Inness-Fitts House and Studio/Barn
Name of Property

5. Classiflration
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Fiinrtinn nr Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC- single dwelling
AGRICUITURF ham

7- Desrriptinn
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

Federal/Greek Revival
No Style

Narrative Description

Norfolk MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 Q .building
0 sites
. structures
objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
DOMESTIC garage

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE
walls WOOD: weatherboard, shingle

roof ASPHALT
other WOOD RRICK

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

The Inness-Htts House isanorth-facing, trandtional Fedard/Gredc Reviva-style residence, condructed ca
1830. It condgts of a2 Vi gory, five-bay-by-two-bay, Sde-gabled main block that meeaures gpproximatdy 30
X24'andatwo-story, gebled, rear ell measuring roughly 20X 25'. A mid-19"'century, 1 \2 -gory, front-geble
bam, approximatdy 25' x 33, islocated to the southeest of the house, and is gpproached by adirt drive. A
modem stockade fence endases asde yard to the west of the house. The resdenceis sat back gpproximeatey
25 from Main Strest, on alot that islandscgped with grass smbs, and mature trees. Located in Medfield
Center, the dwelling issurrounded by resdentid properties, many of which date from the 19 century. They
include examples of the Greek Revival, Second Empire, Queen Anne, and Dutch Colonid Reviva syles. The
resdencesare of smilar scdle and share a smilar setback from the Street.

Thelnness-Fitts House rests on agtone foundation and has exterior walls that are shesthed in wood dapboards
and trimmed with smple comer boards. The primary entrance is recessed in the center bay of the main facade,

and condggs of asingle-light, early-20™ century, wood door flanked by full-height,five-panesddights and

framed by panded reveds, wideboards, and abroad drip cap. The entranceis goproached by two granitedab
deps A gngleinterior, brick chimney rises from the ridge of the eest end of the agphdt-clad roof of the main
block. Physica evidence indicates that there was once a corresponding chimney on thewestem end, removed
a an undocumented date. Simple comice boards demercate thejunction of the roof and thewalls, and there

are no comice returns on the building's geble ends

Fenedration &t the main block conssts of 6/6, double-hung, wood-sssh windowsfeaturing smple, wood
aurrounds and low, pedimented lintels. Thewindows on the primary facade are located symmetrically within
the five bays and arefl ankedby wood, louvered shutters.  Likewise, the fenestration on the two-bay wet
eevation of the main block is regular, with ashuttered window in each bay of thefirst and ssoondfloors,and a
shuttered window in the gable pegk. Two smdl basament windows are located a sill-level.  Window
placement on the eedt devation matchesthat on the west, except for apair of 6/6, double-hung, wood-sseh
windows located in the southem bay, united benesth acommon lintel. None of the windows on the eest
devation has shutters. The south devation of the main block islargdy obscured by the rear ell. A smdll
portion of the eest end remains exposad and contains anarrow, 1/1, double-hung window & thefirstand
soond floors. Thewest end of the south devation contains a6/6, double-hung window at thefirstand ssoond
floors.

The two-gtory, reer el was probably congructed sometime between 1849 and 1860, snce thevaue of the
property increesed significantly during that time period (Norfolk County Regigiry of Deads Books # 183:145,
#291:320). Thedl has an agphdt-shingled, gabled roof with aridge line that mns north/south, perpendicular
to that on the main block. The two-bay eedt devation fegtures irregular fenestration, with a6/1, wood-sseh
window inthe northem bay of both thefirst and ssoond floors, and a 2/2, double-hung, wood-sssh window

(continued)
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located between the gtories inthe southern bay, providing light to an interior Sair. All are topped by low,
pedimented lintels. Thewest devation is characterized by a one-gory, early-20" century, Colonid Revival-
yle, flat-roof porch supported by two wood, Doric columns and featuring a second-gtory baudrade with
uare posts and um-shaped finials. A door is located in the northem bay of the first and sscond floors,
providing access to the porch and balcony. A pair of 1/1, double-hung windows occupies the southem bay of
the first floor, while there are two 6/6, double-hung windows located to the south of the door at the sscond
dory. With the exception of the second-gtory door, al of the openings are topped by pedimented lintels. A
wood-deck patio islocated to the south of the porch. The south eevation of the reer el feetures asingle, 2/2,
double-hung window in the gable peek and agroup of three, modem windows in the west bay of the sscond
floor. A single, double-hung window islocated in the west bay of thefi rstfloor,over a bulkheed leading to the
besament. A 20" -century, one-gtory, hipped-roof, endosed entry porch extendsto the south of theell, and
houses asmal mudroom. A door is located to the west of center and /1 windows are located to ether Sde.
Windows on the south devation are smply trimmed.

The main block of the Inness-Fitts House originaly featured a center-hdl plan, with two, interior, end
chimneys and athrough, centrd hall flanked by two rooms on either sde. On the flrst floor, the partition
dividing the two rooms to the west of the hall hes been removed, creeting one large soace thet is currently usd
as aliving room. A den occupies the northeest comer of thefirst floor, and adining room is located in the
outheest comer. A st of draight-mn dairs inthe hal leedsto the second floor of the main block, which
festures a center hall, two front bedrooms, a rear bedroom in the southwest comer, and a bathroom in the
southeest comer. Therear él of the resdence houses a kitchen and a bathroonvlaundry on thefi rstfloor,while
asmal mud room occupies the one-story extenson to the south of theell. A flight of winding Sairs leeds from
the southeast comer of the el to the second floor, which is occupied by a megter bedroom and bath. The
foundation of the resdence isvisible in the basament, and condgts of random gone foundationstopped by
large, cut, granite dabs a sill level. Theattic condgts of three rooms, al of which exhibit historic wood plank
flooring and higtoric two-over-two, panded doors. Inaddition, the attic contains physica evidence that the
rear el pog-dates the main block. Portions of the original roof of the main block are visible on the interior of
the attic, a& thejunction of the el and the main block.

Thelnness-Fitts House retains many of its higtoric interiorfini shes,though some dterations have taken place.
Throughout thefirst floor of the main block, the windows and doors have their origina pedimented casngs, as
on the building exterior. With the exception of the living room, all of thefirst-floor goeces in the main block
have gpproximately 12" wide basgboards with a smple molding. The living room hes replacement wood
flooring, narrow crown moldings, and wide, bevded-edge basdboards Physicd evidence in the besemant
indicates that achimney once rose through the center of the present-day living room, a which timethe room
wes partitioned into two goaces  The partition wall isno longer extant. The den retains its historic wood
flooring, which includes planks ranging from gpproximeatdy 7' to 14" wide. Built-in cupboards are located on
the south wall, probably replacing aformer fireplace, and a dropped-pand ceiling hes been ingtdled. The

(continued)
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dining room has replacement wood flooring and an dcove with adropped ceiling containing modem, recessd
lightingfixtures. The carpeted center hall contains astraight-run Saircase on its eedt Sde, with carpeted treeds
and risers, atumed newd pog, and smple bauders.

Extant historicfini sheson the second floor of the main block are more modest than those on thefirst. The
three bedrooms and center hall feeture plain, wood window and door casings, and the newd pogt atthe ssocond-
floor levd isless daborate than the one below. Interior doors are typically ether two-over-one or two-over-
two panded units, though afew modem, hollow-core doors are d0 present. All of the second-floor goecesin
the main block retain their historic, wood flooring with planks ranging from gpproximatey 12" to 14" inwidth.
While some of the higtoric basgboards and moldings have bean replaced, many of the rooms retain their
historic trim.

The interior of the reer ell has been modified more than the interior of the main block. Thefirst-floorkitchen
hes replacement wood flooring, moldings, doors, and windows, as well a modem cabinets andfixtures. The
mud room features amodem tile floor, heedboard wainscoting with asmple chair rail, and replacement doors
and windows. Themager bedroom and bath, which comprise the second floor of the reer ell, have ben

remodded. The mager bedroom is carpeted and hes replacement trim, doors, and windows. The magter bath

hesaheadboard ceiling and wainscoting, tiled walls, and modem fixtures.

Built in the mid-19™ century, the Inness-Ftts Studio/Bam is anorth-facing, 1 \2 -gtory, front-gable bam located
to the southeest of the resdence. It istopped by an agphdt-shingled roof and, with the exception of the
dgpboarded north facade, hes exterior walls that are shesthed in wood shingles and trimmed with Smple, wood
comice boards. The primary facade fegtures decorative, scrollwork vergeboard, likely edded in the late 19"
century. The north facade is dominated by alarge, offset, wood, diding bam door inthe west bay. A 6/6,
double-hung, wood-sash window islocated in the eest bay of the first floor. A group of windowsis centrally
located above, and congds of alarge, six-light by three-light,fixed-sashwindowflankedby 6/6, double-hung
windows and with a6/6, double-hung window immediately above. These north-facing windows were probably
added inthe early 1860s, during the tenure of George Inness as they would have provided him with a
conggent, neutra light by which to paint. The west devation of the bam indludes a wood pess door a the
northem end, aone-over-one window to its south, and another pass door to itssouth. A hay mow opening is
located above the southernmogt door.  Therear devation of the bam features a pess door inthe center,
aocessad by an earthen ramp supported by gonewalls. A group of windows located in the gable pesk was
added in the 1990s and issimilar tothat on the primary facade. The eedt dlevation features two window

openings
Theinterior of the bam containsalarge, 1 Vi -story room in its northern end, while the southem ad of the bam

ocondgts of acenter hdlflankedby agtal on eech Sde, with ahay mow above. Visua andysds indicatesthat
the north room comprised the origina barn, while the southem portion was added a an undocumented date,

(continued)
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probably in the late 19" century. Currently, the north room is open to the ceiling rafters; physica evidence,

auch asjoist pockets, indicate that the goace usad to bedivided into two floors. The bam retains many origind,
hand-hewn timbers with mortise and tenon joints, though some beams and podts have been replaced. While
many studs are exposad throughout the bam, large portionsof the origina lath and plagter, some with reddish

paint, remain on the north and south walls of the main room. According to the current owner, George Inness
painted the interior of the bam red 20 as to provide a complementary backdrop to his predominantly green

landscgpe paintings. The bam=sfloor condggts of replacement wood planking. The large, diding door on the

bam=s primary facade retains its historic hardware, including an interior-mounted iron whed and track, located
a the beese of the door.

Archaeological Description

Ore ancient Native American Ste hes been documented on the Inness-Fitts House property and another 14
Stesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile). The Thompson site, 19-NF-302, was located while
rototilling the front lawn & 406 Main Srest. A bifacefragment was located a that time. Environmental
characteridtics of the nominated property represant severd locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance
to wetlands) that are favorableindicatorsfor many types of ancient Native American dtes. The Inness:
Fitts House is located on awell drained, level to moderatdy doping tarrace indose proximity to wetlands.
Vine Brook lieswithin 1000 feet northwest of the house. The confluence of Vine Brook and the Charles
River is located gpproximatdy one mile west of the property. Extensve ancient Native American
ubgstence and settlement activities have bean documented within the Charles River drainage. Most
Native dtesin the generd areaare located in upland locaes bordering the Charles Riverfloodplainand its
tributaries. Given the above information, the presance of ancient Native American resources hes bean
documented on the Inness-Fitts House property and ahigh potentia exists that additiona resourceswill be
found.

A high potential dso exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Inness-Ftts House
property. Initial sattlement of Medfield occurred inca. 1651 dightly over 1000 feet west of the nominated
property around the intersection of present day Main and North Stregts Archaeologica evidence of early
homesteads and related domegtic and agricultura activities may exist on the Inness-Fitts House property
rdated to 17 and 18" century settlement, however, none have yet to be identified on the property.
Structura evidence of dwellings, bams and outbuildings may exist as well as occupationd related features
(trash pits, privies, wells). A high potentia exigts for locating archaeologica resources on the property
dating to congtmction of the housein the 1830's ad later. Stmcturd evidence of a bam may exist that
predatesthe existing mid-19" century sructure renovated to a studio during the ownership of George

(continued)
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Inness. Similar evidence of outbuildings may d<o survive on the property. Archaeologica survey ad
testing may a0 locate occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) on the property. The presant
owner reports that afiedstonewell is located neer the esstem property line, gpproximeately 50 feet from
Main Street. Thewell isapproximately 36 inches in diameter and about 20 feet degp. In addition, atrash
midden is located near the southeest comer of the house, under the driveway. Artifacts such as pieces of
pottery, glass, china, pipe gams, and cut nails have been found scattered around the property, particularly
in the back yard and near the bam. A dump may have bean located near the westem edge of the property,
roughly in line with the rear wall of the bam. Constmction festures may dso exist assodated with the
initial building of the houseand later renovations.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.) ART
XA Prqpe.rt.y is associ.ateq with events that have made ARCHITECTURE
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history. COMMUNITY PI ANNING AND DFVFI OPMENT

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance

individual distinction.

ca 1830-1944

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

. Significant Dates
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

r.a. 1830, house constructed; 860-1864. residfince and art

Property is: «Studio of George Inness;
_ A owned by religious institution or used for Significant Person
religious purposes. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

) . ) Inness, George
B removed from its original location.

Cultural Affiliation
C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
Architect/Builder

F acommemorative property. N/A

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Rihlingraphip.al References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 _ State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested _ Other State agency

_ previously listed in the National Register _ Federal agency

_ previously determined eligible by the National _ Local government
Register _University

_ designated a National Historic Landmark X Other

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# Medfield Historical Society, Medfield, MA

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Inness-Fitts House and Studio/Bam is significant as an excdlent loca example of atrandtiona
Federd/Grek Revivd-gtyle dwelling, for itsassodiation with the development of Medfield, and as the home
and art sudio of the prominent American landscape painter George Innessfrom 1860 to 1864. Built about
1830 in the center of town, the dde-gable house festuresa symmetricd, five-bay facadewith a center-bay
entry, characterigtic of the Federd style that was prominent a theturn of the 19" century. Details, such asthe
pedimented lintels and recessed entry with sddights and panded reveds, indicate atrangtion to the later
Grek Revivd style. Representative of the democratic ideds of the newly-formed United States, the Gresk
Reviva was the dominant architectura style in Americafor mog of the first half of the 1800s In Medfield,
which remained a remote farming community into the 19" century, no high-gyle examples of the Gresk
Reviva are extant. Rether, vemacular interpretations are the norm (MHC 1980:5). With aform that barkensto
the Federd period and smple omamentation limited to the treetment of the window and door openings, the
Inness-Fitts House is an excellent, local, example of atrangtiona Federa/Gresk Reviva-syle dwelling. Mogt
other Greek Reviva-gyle dwelingsin Medfield'stown center pog-date the Inness-Ftts House and many
retain lessintegrity (Adams and Harrington 1997; Adams et . 1998). The property is therefore digiblefor
listing under Criterion C & the locd leve in the areaof architecture.

Theca 1830 Inness-Fitts House was buiU a the beginning of Medfield'sfirstresdentid condruction boom, &
the town begean to evolve from an agrarian sattlement to amore industriaized community. 1n addition, the
property hes been assodiated with people who are significant to the development of thetown, including Danidl
Clark Sandas pagtor of the Congregationd Church and dected official, and Julius Augustus Fitts, a
gorekegper who owned the property from 1874 to 1944. The property istherefore igible for listing under
Criterion A a the locd levd in the areaof community planning and development.

Finally, the nominated property served as the home and studio of George Inness (1825-1894), the noted 19" -
century landscgpe artigt, from 1860 to 1864, a period which is conddered semind to his devdlopment ssa
mature artist. Inness converted the mid-19* century barn into astudio, adding large, north-facing windows,
which supplied him with light by which to work, and painted the interior walls red, to provide a
complementary backdrop for his predominantly green landscgpe paintings. The windows and remnants of red-
painted lath serve as physica reminders of Inness tenure. The property therefore meas Nationa Regiger
Criterion B a the nationa levd in the areaof art. The houseand bam have survived largdy undtered, and
maintain integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feding and association. The period of
sgnificanceisdefined as ca 1830 to 1944, encompassing the congtruction of the house and studio/bam and
significant additions and dterations, the resdency of George Inness, and the extended tenure of Julius Fitts and
family.

(continued)
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Medfield, Massachusetts was st of f from the neighboring town of Dedham and incorporated as an
independent town in 1651. The town was originally occupied by 13 settlers, who concentrated around the
intersection of present-day Main and North dreets, just west of the Inness-Htts House and Studio/Bam. The
town=sfertile meadows and croplands aong the Charles River attracted new inhabitants, and by 1675 there
were 77 heeds of family listed in Medfield. Medfield remained a amdl farming community throughout the
1700s, becoming moderatdy industridized in the eerly 19" century. Straw braid and bonnet industries were
egablished as early as 1801, and grew to become the town's leading manufacturing enterprise. At the same
time, trangportation networks were improved and expanded. In 1806, Main Street was improved as the
Hartford and Dedham Tumpike, with atoll gate a the comer of Bridge Street, afew blocks west of present-day
406 Man Street. The primary eastwest route through town, Main Stret was hogt to a Sagecoech line mnning
between Bogton and Hartford, Connecticut. As aresult of thetown' s growth, thefirstresdentia congmction
boom in Medfield began around the sscond quarter of the 19* century (Adams etal. 1998:3-11; MHC 1980:3-
1G; Tilden 1887:201-205).

Documentary reseerch and visua andlys's indicate thet the Inness-Htts House was built during the early part of
this building boom. A mgp from 1831 shows sevard buildings dong Main Street, including one in the
approximate location of present-day 406 Main Stredt, though it does nat provide sufficient information to
confirm it as the Inness-Fitts House (Hdes 1831). According to a manuscript & the Medfield Historical
Society, however, there was a house on the property by 1838, owned by Danid C. Sandas, who lived next
door, and rented to Anthony Cleaveland, a gonamason (MHS, Blue Book #5). Thetrangtiond style of the
building, which includes both Federd-syle and Gresk Reviva-style dements, suggeststhat the dwelling
occupied by Cleaveland is the subject building. Dead reseerch clearly indicates that the house was in place by
1849, when Danid C. Sanders, a Doctor of Divinity, corveyed an gpproximately one-acre parcd of land
Atogether with atwo story dwelling house and awood housa® to Henry Otis Noyes, Y eoman. The boundaries
of the property have remained unchanged snce thetime of thistransaction (Norfolk County Regigry of Desds
Books #188:145; #291:320; #459:200; #2484:35; #3853:375; #6368:81, #3843:174).

Phydcd evidence and visua andyss indicate that the Inness-Fitts Studio/Bam wes built in the mid-19™
century. The bam is of sgquare-rule, timber frame constmction, which begen to be utilized in agricultura
buildingsin New England about 1800 and remained common into the early 20™ century. Stylistically, severd
desgn dementsindicate a constmction dete of the mid-1800s. Gable-front bams gained popularity beginning
in the 1830s around which timethe use of shingle sheething became more common. In addition, the bam hes
alarge, diding bam door and double-hung windows, both of which were rare before the mid-19*  century
(Visser 1997:19-23, 30-31, 34, 39, 75). The earliest higtoric mgp of Medfield to show the barn dates from
1876 (Comgock & Cline 1876). The barn was dearly standing by 1860, however, when George Inness moved
in; his son writes of "an old bam" that Innessusad as a gudio (Inness 1917:42).

(continued)
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The earliest known owner of the resdence a present-day 406 Main Strest was Danid Clark Senders (1768-
1850), who lived with hisfamily a present-day 402 Main Strest, immediatdy esdt of the Inness-Ftts House
and Studio/Bam. Bomin Sturbridge, Massachusatts, Senders parents and grandparents hailed from Medfield.
Sanders was educated a Harvard University, where he recaived hismaster's degreein 1790 and an honorary
doctorate in 1809. He saved asthefirst president of the University of Vermontirom 1800-1814. Sendersand
hisfamily reocated to Medfield in 1815, where he was pagtor of the Congregationd Church until 1829, when
the church split into Unitarian and Orthodox congregations. Sanders sarved on the Generd Court from 1832-
1835, the town board of sdectmen, the school committes, and as a member of the Massachusetts House of
Representatives from 1833-1836. His numerous publicationsinclude the 1860 History of the Indian Was in
which he criticized the trestment of Native Americans by the English settlers (MHC 1997; MHS, family
heXay \Qs Medfield, Massachusetts 1902:26-28).

Records show that Senders purchased numerous plots on either Sde of Main Street inthe 1810s and 18205
many of which contained dwellings (Norfolk County Registry of Desds Books #54:188, 304; #53:248;
#61:90; #66:119). As mentioned previoudy, Sanders was renting the resdence a presant-day 406 Main Stregt
to Anthony Cleavdand as of 1838. It islikely that he rented the other houses on his properties, aswell. In the
mid-1800s, Senders began to subdivide hisland, selling the subject parcd to Henry Otis Noyes, a carpenter, for
$500 in 1849. Henry Noyes (1826-1868) and hisfamily resded a 406 Main Street until 1860, when hesold it
to Robert Roberts for $2,400. The increesein the cost of the property indicates that someimprovements may
have bean mede during Noyes tenure; it is possible that the rear ell, which physica evidence clearly indicates
is an addition, was built around thistime. Robert Roberts (1800-1872) was a member of a wedthy Boston
family whose ssoond wife, Hden M. Brown, was agranddaughter of Danid Clark Sandas Robarts rented out
the property a 406 Main Sirest, and lived next door with hisfamily in Sanders old house (Norfolk County
Regidry of Deads, Books #188:145; #291:320; Tilden 1887:447, 471).

In 1860, George Innessand his family moved to Medfield, Massachusdts, renting the property & 406 Man
Street until 1864 (Cikovsky 1971:32). Bom neer Newburgh, New York on May 1, 1825, Innessgrew to be
one of the greatest American landscape painters of the 19 century. He spent hisearly years primarily in New
York City and Newark, New Jersey.  Inness began taking drawing lessons from John Jesse Barker in Newark
about 1841, around which time he &so became an gpprentice to aNew York City megp engraver. Inness
dudied painting with Regis-Francois Gignoux in New York in 1843. In 1844, Inness exhibited his work & the
National Academy of Dedgn for the first time; four years later, he opened his own studio in New York
(Cikovsky 1993:9-14, 135).

In 1850, Inness married his sscond wife, Elizabeth Hart (hisfirst wife, DeliaMiller, died shortly after their
wedding in 1843)(Borghi& Co. 1991:45; Cikovsky 1971:22). Soon after, the couple sailed for Europe where
they dayed for the next two years. Inness became an Associate Member of the National Academy of Design
after his retum to New York. On asscond trip to Europe from 1854 until 1855, Innesswas exposad to the

(continued)
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French Barbizon school of painting, which hed a great influence on his carer (Cikovsky 1993:135; Howat
1971:167). Inness landscgpesdid not mest with immediate Sucoess upon his retum to New York. Hisson
recdled that "for severd years he struggled for recognition, but New York still held to the old school ad
would have none of him; 3o we moved to Bogion . . .. Wethen took up our resdence in Medfield . . . ad
times became better” (quoted in Howat 1971:49).

On Jure 16, 1860, the New Y ork Tribune announced that George Inness hed "taken up hiseasd and left New
York, to plant himself in one of the plessant villages in the vicinity of Boston, where he plans to resde
permanently” (Cikovsky 1971:32). In part, Inness rdocated duetoill hedth, sesking relief from his Asendtive
nervous organization® in the countryside. He likely chase Medfield because of its proximity to Boston, where
Inness hoped to meat with more commercid suoccess than he had in New York. According to Nicolai
Cikovsky, J., who hes written numerous books on Inness and his work, Inness move to Medfield
correponded with a sudden confidence in his ability as en artist (Cikovsky and Quick 1986:20-21). Inness
on characterized the Medfield years as " of greet importance”’ to hisfather's artistic development: "The idess
which he hed absorbed were now beginning to show in hiswork, and hisown individua style was developing.
In other words, George Innesswas beginning to be George Inness’ (Inness 1917:36).

Inness converted the bam on the property a 406 Main Street for use as astudio. According to hisson, Inness
"gudioswere nearly dways old bams, there was none of the posaur or dilettante about him. He was perfectly
content with one chair, an easd, and histubesof paint.. . Therewas nothing luxurious ebout his studio; it
was his workroom, and was simplicity dmog to bareness' (Inness 1917:42). Remnants of plager and lath
reman inthe bam, displaying areddish paint that, according to the current owner, was gpplied by Inness to
complement the green colors in his landscapes  Other dterations completed during Inness tenure likely
include the addition of the large windows on the north eevation of the bam, which would have provided a
congant, neutrd light by which to paint.

Inness completed numerous important works whileresiding in Medfield. Clearing Up, painted in 1860, is
described by Cikovsky as".. .amadgerpiece. It is, in the strict sanse of the term, the demondration of [INness]
medery of Barbizon style, his ability to compete in tarms of equadity with the Barbizon artists by hisown
methods Itissmply one of Innesss grestest works and one of the grestest skies, as an effect of nature and as
a uperb piece of painting, by aty American artisf (Cikovsky and Quick 1986:86). Thiswork, s well &
others such as® Passing Shower {\%68Q) alowed Inness to gain some recognition in New Y ork (Cikovsky and
Quick 1986:88). 186rs Road to the Farm exemplifies Inness additional god of offering the city dweler a
hint a the serenity of rurd life, as he had sought in Medfield (Werner 1973:30). Inness paintings were
generdly not exact depictions of actud landscgpes but, rather, a product of his imagination and kean
obsarvation of nature (Howat 1971:49-50). Soene on the Hudson (1861), for example, was completed in
Medfield and isprobably nat, in fact, atrue representation of the Hudson. It is atypical Inness landscape from
the Medfield period, however, when his "bread-and-butter" works were small, intimate, ssrene paintings

(continued)
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produced primarily for private patrons (Cikovsky and Quick 1986:94). In addition, Inness sarved as a mentor
whilein Medfield, teaching John A. S Monks, who later became wel-known for his pagtord paintings (MHS,
verticd files, "Main Street™).

Inness left Medfield for Eaglesvood, an etate near Path Amboy, New Jarsey inearly 1864 (Cikovsky ad

Quick 1986:135). It isherethat he produced the mog well-known of his works. Peece and Plenty (1865).

Based on sketches he had completed in Medfield, the painting's expandve vistawas intended as a cdeoration
of the newly-united country following the Civil War. It now holds a place inthe New Y ork Metropolitan

Musaum of Art (Wemer 1973:35). In 1867, InnessmovedtoNew Y ork, where he entered the city'sart world

onceagain. Innessretumed to Europe in 1870 and did not settle beck in the United States until 1875. After

living briefly in Medfield (though not a& 406 Main Street), Inness spent the summer in New Hampshire's

White Mountains. He left the Boston areafor New York in 1876 (Cikovsky 1993:135). Two yearslater, he
acquired a gudio inthe University Building inNew York and a home in Montclair, New Jarsey, which he

occupied until his desth on August 3, 18 in Bridge-of-Allan, Scotland, while on a European visit. His

funera was held a the Nationa Academy of Design in New York City on August 23 (Cikovsky 1971:40;

Weme 1973:19).

Over the course of his life, Innesstravded extensivdy, including trips to Europe, Cuba, Caifornia, and
Mexico. He exhibited in New Y ork, London, Munich, and & the 1889 and 1891 Universal Expositions in
Paris (Wemer 1973:8). Neverthdess, he often retumed to Medfield in hiswork. Inness brought his maure syle
to paintings such as The Homesteed (ca. 1877) and Medfield (1877), both of which depict the landscgpe of the
town he once congidered home (Cikovsky and Quick 1986:138-140). Although Inness is sometimes mentioned
only briefly in discussons of 19* -century landscape art, contemporaries recognized histdent. One writer
obsarved in 1860, it was "a metter of supreme wonder to uswhy this artist hes not been given hisplece in the
first mn of our landscgpe painters” while another asked "why popularity hes been 0 long held badk to
con=orae a talent 0 remarkable’ (Cikovsky and Quick 1986:20). Although his reputation, aong with
interest in his yleof painting, declined around the turn of the 20" century, he is now recognized as one of the
gregtes American landscgpe painters of the 19" century (Cikovsky 1971:17).

Thetown of Medfield continued on its path of modest but seedy growth after Inness departure. The New
York & Bogton Railroad, which hed arrived in Medfield in 1861, wasjoined in 1870 by the Framingham &
Mansfield, which ran through the town center, with adepot on Main Street. Both lines later became the New
York, New Haven & Hartford Ralroad (Adams et al. 1998:10-11). By 1876, the town center had become
densdy developed. Civic and commercid buildings dustered at the intersection of Main and North sregts and
both ddes of Main Street were lined with resdences (Bears 1876). At the time, the Inness-Ftts House ad
Studio/Bam was occupied by Julius Augusius Fitts, who hed purchesad the property in 1874 (Norfolk County
Regigry of Deeds Book #459:200).

(continued)
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Jdulius A. Fitts was born in East Medway (now Millis), Massachusdtts in 1843, In 1862, he enrolled in the
amy, serving in the 42" Massachusdtts Infantry until 1864. Three years later, Fitts married Sarah AlmiraRich
of Centerville, Maine. Itisnot dear exactly when Fittsrdocated to Medfield, though he was in resdence by
1867, when he began working a a store (not extant) at the comer of Main and North sreets, which was owned
by Issec Fiske. Buih inthe early 1800s the "Old Comer Store' sarved a various times as the town's post
office and briefly housad the collection of the Medfield Library Association. Fitts became a partner in the
budnessin 1878 and assumed control in 1881. Under Fitts' ownership, the store was expanded with the
addition of awing and athird gory. Léater, Fittsran the Sorewith hisonly child, Waldo Augusius, who hed
bean bom in 1882 (MHS, Blue Book #6, family history files). The two ran aprofitable busness as indicated
by Wddo Fitts' purchase of ageam automobile in 1903, one of thefirst cars in Medfield (DeSorgher 1988:95,
104). According to Weldo Fitts wife, Emma Ward Fitts, the father and son "decided to tear down the [store]
and enjoy awell eamed ret” in 1935 (MHS, Blue Book #6).

Little additiona information was located regarding the Fittsfamily. A review of historical sources suggests
that Julius Fitts was principally occupied with his busnessinterests, and doesnot gopear to have played an

active role in loca civic or socid organizations (Tilden 1887; DeSorgher 1988). His wife, Sarah, was
influential in the Sacond Congregational Church, participating in charity work and the Ladies Socid Circle.

In addition, she served as acurator of the Medfield Historical Society, beginning in 1923 (DeSorgher 1988:v-

vi, 225).

The property a 406 Main Street remained in the Fittsfamily until Julius Fitts deeth & the age of 101 in 1944.
Sarah had presumably died by then, snce Wado was named the executor of the will. Wado Fitts sold the
property to JEamesA. and Margaret L. Sproul later that year. The Sprouls remained the owners until 1960,
when they sold to William H. and Nancy S Franke. John L. and Jo-Anne L. Hooper purchassd the property in
1984, after it had been on the market for two years, during which time it had become badly deteriorated. The
Hoopers renovated the property, eaming a Historic Pressrvation Award from the Medfield Historic
Commission. The current owners purchased the property from the Hoopers in 1991 (McCarthy 19865,
Norfolk County Registry of Desds, Books #2484:35; #3583:375; #6368:81; #8843:174). ft islikely that the
bam was converted to agarage a some point in the second half of the 20* century, though it is possblethat
the Fitts family was respongible for this changein use

The Inness-Fitts House hes survived largdly intact Snceit was buih around 1830. Exterior dterations to the
houseinclude the addition of the reer ell, probably sometime between 1849 and 1860; the early-20* century
porch a the west elevation; the 20* -century, endosed entry porch a the south eevation; the remova of the
wes chimney; and some dteraions to the fenedtration a the second-floor level. Although portions of the
interior have been remodded, many details, including the pedimented door and window surrounds, original
wood flooring, and historic trim, remain in place

(continued)
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Likewise, the mid-19* century sudio/bam remainslargdy intact. With the exoeption of the windows added to
the bam's rear devation inthe 1990s all of the significant dterations to the barn's exterior took placein the
19* century. Theseinclude the addition of the north-facing windows, probably during Inness tenurein the

1860s the expandon of the bam to the south and the addition of the scrollwork vergeboard on the north

facade, both of which likely took placein the late 19" century. Interior dterations have been relatively few.
The presenceofjoist pocketsin the main room of the barn indicate that it usad to be divided into two floors.
Although the bam's origina flooring and some posts and beams have bean replaced, many original timber

framing members remain, and large portions of the interior lath and plaster, some exhibiting the reddish paint
applied by Inness, survive.

The Inness-Fitts House and Studio/Bam is significant a the locd level as an excdlent, locd example of a
trandtiona Federd/Gresk Reviva-gyle dwelling house and for its assodiaion with the devdopment of the
town of Medfield. It is nationdly significant as the home and studio of George Inness, one of the most
prominent American landscape painters of the 19" century, during an important period in his career. The
property retains a high degree of integrity and istherefore digiblefor listing inthe National Register under
CriteriaA, B, and C.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Medfield are poorly understood, any surviving
Stescould be significant. Loca sources, avocationad archaeologists and more recently the efforts of the
Medfield Archaeologicad Committee have gathered information on some 20 ancient Native American Stes
in the Town of Medfield. A professionally conducted community-wide archaeological reconnaissance
aurvey was dso conducted for the town in 1997. The efforts of the groups identified above have begun to
correct Site collection biases prevdent inthe town, however, underreporting and the lack of sysematicaly
dudied Stesremain aproblem. Any evidence of andient Steson the nominated property can hep offset
the gtrong bias againg upland aress presant inthe exigting inventory of dtes. Ancient Stesinthis areamay
contribute important information about Native American subdgenceand settlement activities inthe
riverine margin/kame plain zone identified during the community-wide reconnaissance survey (Ritchie
1997). That survey identified three generd environmenta zonesin the town of Medfield. Smdler Stes
and larger, muhi-component Stes representing seesondly occupied Archaic and Woodland bese camps ad
andler loci were reported inthe riverine marginkame plain zone. Ancient dteson the Inness-Ftts House
property may contribute important information that further defines the range of Ste types, function and
tempora periods for this zoneand their rdationship to ancient Sitesin other zonesin Medfield. Ancient
dtesinthis locde may contribute further proof that Stescan survive inthis areadegpite impacts
assodiated with over three centuries of higtoric land usa The presence of abiface fragment recovered on
the property dso indicates the potentid for udies relating to lithic technology, especidly lithic reduction

(end)
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sequences and other agpects of tool manufacture.

Higtoric archaeologica resourcesdescribed above have the potentia to provide important information
relating to the settlement of Medfield, the constmction of the house a 406 Main Stret and the socid,
cultural and economic characteridtics of the occupantsof that housefrom the 19 and 20* centuries. The
dose proximity of the nominated property to the center of Medfield's early first period settlement indicates
potential for the recovery of archaeologicd evidence rdating to the town's early settlement beginning in
the mid-17* century. That potentia and similar evidence for 18" century settlement hes yet to be
demongrated. Beginningin the 1830's, archaeologicd evidence may survive relating to the occupancy of
the house a 406 Main Stret and settlement of the town through the 20* century. Additional documentary
research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may locate artifactsand smcturd evidence that
egtablish amore accurate constmction datefor the house. The above reseerch may d <o contribute
important architectural details for the house that are presently unknown. Similar reseerch may d<o
document the complete land use history for the property and identify any additiona gmctures that might
have been present. Detailed andyds of the contents of occupationd reated features may aso contribute
important information relating the lives of the occupantsof the house. Thisevidence may contribute
information on the lives of tenant versusowner occupants and the occupations of the residents. Tenant
occupancy of the house prior to the Inness period of ownership may contribute important information
relating to the town's settlement as it began to evolve from an agrarian settlement to amore indugtridized
community. Important occupationa related features may survive reated to the occupancy of George
Innessduring the mid-19* century. That information may include details of his socid, cultural and
economic life and his career as an artist.

(end)
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GEOGRAP{fICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description
The nominated praoperty boundary is defined as Town of Medfidd Assessor=s Map 43, Lot 103,

Boundary Justification

The nominated property boundary conforms to the property=s presant |ot, encompassing the house and bam,
which isthe entire parcd historically assodated with the property.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: JoannaM . Doherty
May 2000

Negatives a Massachusetts Historical Commission, Masssechusetts Archives

1 Strestscgpelooking W on Main Street, toward the intersection of Main and North Sis- The Inness-Fitts
House isvisible inthe center of the photograph.

View of N and E devations of the Inness-Fitts House

View of the Sand W devations of the Inness-Fitts House

Detail of the second-floor bacony on W devation of reer ell, showing typical exterior window trim
View of S and E devations of the Inness-Ftts House

Interior detail of window on the Ewall of the den, showing typica first-floor, interior window trim
Interior detail of newd pog a first-floor landing of main gar

View of N and W devations of Studio/Bam

. View of S and E devation of Studio/Bam

10. Interior detail of Swall of main room in Studio/Barn, showing remnants of red-painted plaster and
lath.
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October 18, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull N e ., .. “WV. .
Keeper, Nationa Regiger of Historic Faces "."' .y o', Vo]
Nationa Pak Sarvice , * . j AN 2 e e
Mail Stop 2280, Suite400 , , . ' ' SR AR o A

1849 C Street, N.W. ‘e YA " , . AT.Y/EANEA R W U W
Woashington, DC 20240 -/, , o'\ - AN

Dear Ms. Shull: - , ! > e Yo

| underdand that the following property will be conddered by the National Pak Sevice for
nomination to the National Regiger of Historic Places, after being goproved by the Massachusetts
Sate Review Board on December 12, 2001:

Inness-Fitts House and Studio e T
Medfield (Norfolk County), Massachusetts Al . M-y

1 am aware of both the incentives and disincentives of the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 ad
the Tax Reform Act of 1986 and other consequences of National Regidter listing and hereby waive
the right to a 60-day commenting period for regponding directly to the Massachusatts Higtorica
Commission or the Nationa Park Service.

Should 1 wish to regpond to the nomination after consideration by the Massachusatts State Review

Board and prior to itslisting in the National Regiser of Historic Places, 1 will forward my comments
directly to your attention. . . -r i:

Sincerdly,

Cc Philip Bergen, National Regiser Assistant, Masssechusetts Historical Commission, 220
Morrissey Blvd., Boston, MA 02125



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 25, 2002

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plesse find the following nomination form:

Inness-Fitts House and Studio/Barn, Medfield (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and haes been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Govemment community of Medfield were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachustts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC. Burgess Sandey, Medfidd Higoricd Commisson
Ann Thompson, Chair, Board of Sdedmen
Virginia Adams PAL, Presarvation Conaultant
Chrigopher Summas Fanning Board Chair
John Thompson

Richard Renamamn, Medfidd CLG

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470-Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. ma. us'sec/ mhc



