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Town Natick 0 / 7 

Address 105 North Main Street 

Historic Name Stephen Bacon House 

Use: Present Funeral Home and residence 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1704-1720 

SO"'"Ce Visual assessment f deeds 

Style Late F i r s t Period/Transitional 

Architect Nô g 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings 20th c. garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) 20th 

r i g h t wing added; house restored 1920s 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting Densely developed o f f i c e snd 20th 
c . 

resid e n t i a l uses: Armv base .across 

intersection. Parking l o t to rear, rubble 

retaining wall along street f r o n t . 

Recorded by Nora Pat Small 

Organization Boston University 

Date .Tilly IQRS 
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Property Name: Stephen Bacon 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Stephen Bacon House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
and workmanship i n i t s l a t e F i r s t P e r i o d / t r a n s i t i o n a l frame, making i t 
e l i g i b l e under c r i t e r i o n C. I t s two room plan i s probably t y p i c a l of the 
f a t e of many t r a n s i t i o n a l one c e l l houses which acquired a d d i t i o n s during 
the 18th century. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Stephen Bacon House i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y c e n t r a l chimney clapboarded 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h rear lean-to and an asymmetrical 5-bay facade. (The house 
probably began as a one c e l l , 2 1/2 s t o r y s t r u c t u r e w i t h chimney to the 
r i g h t . ) A modern 1 1/2 s t o r y wing p r o j e c t s from the r i g h t end; another 
smaller e l l p r o j e c t s from the r i g h t rear. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The l e f t side of the present s t r u c t u r e r e t a i n s l a t e F i r s t Period/ 
t r a n s i t i o n a l framing, d e t a i l s , and f i n i s h . The f i r s t f l o o r l e f t room has 
an exposed summer beam w i t h q u i r k beading. The j o i s t s are 22" apart on 

- centers, i n d i c a t i n g a date a f t e r 1700, and are p l a i n l y f i n i s h e d . The 
f i v e f o o t wide f i r e p l a c e has a f r o n t side oven, a f e a t u r e which i n d i c a t e s 
the t r a n s i t i o n a l nature of the house. The second f l o o r l e f t hand chamber 
has an exposed summer beam w i t h beveled chamfers and no stops, also a 
t r a n s i t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . 

The rear l e f t hand chamber has been enlarged w i t h a shed dormer; an 
o r i g i n a l l e a n - t o end r a f t e r i s v i s i b l e i n the west w a l l . The r i g h t hand 
rooms conta i n only boxed or u n f i n i s h e d framing members, suggesting t h a t 
t h i s s e c t i o n was added l a t e r i n the 18th century. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house has a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h important events i n l o c a l h i s t o r y . The 
pro p e r t y appears on the 1724 "Needha.m Leg" map as one of the o r i g i n a l s i x 
farms. E a r l y i n the 18th century, the f i r s t p u b l i c school classes i n 
Needheam were held i n here. During the Revolution, i t served as a 
warning center f o r the Minute Men. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottog 
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