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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally and historically, the Newell Clinic or Brabson 
House is an important building in downtown Chattanooga. Visually 
it is one of the handsomest buildings in a city which has lost 
many of its early landmarks, and the architectural transitions 
it has experienced reflect the history of Chattanooga.

The house was built in 1857-58 by lawyer Reese B. Brabson, who 
served, in the Tennessee legislature and the United States Con- 
j|ress. During the Civil War, it served as headquarters for 
officers of both sides including Confederate General Braxton 
Bragg and Union Brigadier General George D. Wagner. The earliest 
known photograph of the building was taken during Union occupancy, 
After Mr. Brabson T s death during the war, Ms wife remarried, 
moved to Texas, and rented the house.

On January 8, 1881, the Chattanooga Times reported "the Brabson 
House in Ruins" due to a fire. The article stated that the 
building had "recently" been purchased and had also "recently 
....... been remodeled and improved. " Two families were living
in the dwelling which suffered heavy damages on the interior and 
to the exterior woodwork. A comparison of early photographs 
indicates, however, that the structure was rebuilt around the 
original two-story brick core.

The columns were added by D. B. Loveman, owner of the property 
in the early twentieth century. In the late 1930 T s, it was 
converted into apartments by owner, A. A. Dragoo. In 19M-7, it
became the Newell -Clinic.• ' • '"
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

TKe1 Newell Clinic or Brabson House is one oJL the few grand 
residences remaining in the downtown Chattanooga area. The 
house has gone through many transitions, each reflecting the 
fashionable taste of the period, thereby making the present 
structure an interesting culmination of architectural elements 
from the late 1850 T s through the 1920 T s.

When first built by Reese B. Brabson in 1857-^58, it was a 
two-story red brick dwelling with bracket trim. The house 
took on a late Victorian look just before the 1880 T s and then 
again when it was rebuilt after a fire in 1881. Its present 
columned appearance dates from the early twentieth century.

The house as it stands today is a cream-colored-v-_twar5^tQry 
brick structure with white trim. Surrounding three sides is 
a portico with fluted Ionic columns supporting the flat roof. 
Rerrtrangiilar windows are decorated with carved lintels. The 
second story balcony rests on four heavy brackets which flank 
the front entrance and fanlight.

Newell Clinic is located on a sloping lot in a neighborhood 
with handsome but deteriorating houses. The landscaped yard 
is fronted by a concrete wall with trangular-shaped concrete 
gate posts, probably dating circa 1900. To the rear of the 
house is a two-story, red-brick carriage house which has been 
converted into several apartments. While the first floor of 
the main structure contains the owner T s office, there are 
apartments on the second story.
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