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The Pavilion was erected 1912-1913 -- dedication was Easter Sunday 1913 -- in the
Spanish style, with a ribbed dome at its center, Of brick and stucco construction, its
main section stands approximately 80 x 160 feet, A 40 x 60-foot addition to the rear
houses complete kitchen facilities and (today) air-conditioning, The building is on
a 140 x 300-foot site two blocks from the heart of Blackwell,

Basically the building has not been changed significantly over the years, However,
as a comparison of the two enclosed night-time pictures shows, the "electric" part of
the Electric Pavilion has been downgraded a bit, But dome and wall-top lighting
continues to suggest the spectacle citizens thrilled to in 1913 when the magnificent
new structure was dedicated.
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Significance of the Electric Park Pavilion can perhaps be understood only if one
appreciates its setting - a small town in a new state. In 1912, when construction
work began, Oklahoma had shed its Territorial status for Statehood but five years
before, Blackwell, an ambitious agricultural community, had been established only a
few years earlier, in 1893, when the vast Cherokee QOutlet was thrown open to settlement.
Previous to that the entire region had been, in effect, one large cattle pasture.

The Pavilion, then, was a rather flamboyant salute to electricity - in a day when
that "new-fangled" source of light was, particularly in rural America, still a wonder-
fully exciting innovation. Today, of course, light is only one of electricity's many
bounties., And the building itself, admittedly, is no longer quite the pride-provoking
showplace of the county it was in 1913 when dedicated. However, then and now, it has
served the widest variety of community needs - civic, social, and educational. And as
such - as a focal point for nearly every phase of community endeavor for more than
sixty years - the Pavilion would seem to be a statement of intent and purpose, of
ambition and pride, of self-reliance and self-help., Perhaps it is no coincidence that
Kay County is one of the most productive agriculturally in the nation,

* K X

From the beginning the Pavilion's kitchen and banquet rooms has provided a convenien-
meeting place for city and county residents, Its 800-seat auditorium has accommodated
entertainment groups, both local or touring, Blackwell schools have frequently used
it for graduation exercises and other activities, Records show the building has been
used by various organizations as many as 345 times in a single year, The Pavilion has
also provided office space for many clubs and organizations. Today it accommodates
the Camp Fire Girls, the National American Red Cross, United Fund, and Associated
Charities ... all of this in addition to the Top of Oklahoma Museum.

Project of the Top of Oklahoma Historical Society, the museum currently uses -
approximately half of the Pavilion., Highlighting its more than 2,000 items are two
pioneer recreations, One portrays a kitchen, bedroom, parlor, and dining room at the
turn of the century when this area was still Oklahoma Territory. The other is an early-
day church., The museum also features displays of early county newspapers and various
historical documents.
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