


United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

United States Post Office—Los Alamos, New Mexico

Name of Property

Los Alamos, New Mexico

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

private X | building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
X | public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

1 0 buildings
0 0 sites

0 0 structures
0 0 objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Government: post office

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Government: post office

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Modern Movement: Moderne

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation:  Concrete

walls: Concrete, Stone

roof:  Asphalt

other: Metal
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Los Alamos post office, designed by W.C. Kruger and Associates, is a one-story and basement federal building
displaying a mixture of modern and Territorial Revival design. Constructed in 1948, as part of a federally financed
community center, the building is distinguished by its play of massing, varied exterior surface finishes, and decorative
thunderbird design grilles above doorways. Built as Los Alamos’ first permanent post office, the building continues to
function as the town’s main postal facility. With few changes to its interior and exterior details, the post office maintains a
high degree of integrity to its location, design, workmanship, and materials.

Narrative Description

The Los Alamos post office, at 199 Central Park Square, is situated on a level parcel of land in the core of Los Alamos’
business district. The building faces south on Central Avenue and is bordered by a concrete sidewalk. To the west of the
main entrance, a strip of landscaped ground serves as a buffer between the sidewalk and the post office. This area is
landscaped with lawn and a line of evergreen shrubs along the foundation of the building. A steel flagpole is situated near
the center of the lawn. To the west are the grounds of Fuller Lodge and a portion of the area that comprises the Los
Alamos Scientific Laboratory Historic District (NRHP 1966). To the north and east, the post office abuts the former the
Community Center, now a collection of independent retail stores and businesses that have been recently renovated and
reveal none of their original design and architectural detail. Recent light standards, concrete planters, and a wooden
bench constructed as part of street improvement project are within view of the post office, but do not detract from its
historical appearance and integrity.

Exterior The Los Alamos post office is a one-story and basement, irregular plan building composed of concrete and
stone. The front fagade along Central Avenue displays three distinct volumes, each with a different textural finish and
composition. The central core is composed of cut limestone and divided into seven bays. The upper half of each bay is
ornamented with a decorative metal thunderbird rendered in a moderne style. Below the thunderbirds are anodized
aluminum panels covering radiators located within the interior of the building. An entry door to the lobby is situated in the
second to last bay at each end of the elevation. The entries consist of divided aluminum and glass frame doors. Above
the bays are the words “United States Post Office” incised in stone. To the west, and pushing out beyond the center core,
is a windowless rectangular volume finished with red-orange stucco and Territorial-style brick coping. Raised metal letters
across its face state “Los Alamos,” “New Mexico,” “87544.” Setback to the east is a taller rectangular shaped clock tower
finished with Texas limestone laid in a random ashlar pattern. Ghosting on the upper south and east corners of the tower
show the former location of a clock. Below the clock tower, and also constructed of Texas limestone, is a planter
containing a mature juniper. The planter continues east along the perimeter of the building.

A service drive defines the west boundary of the property and gives access to loading dock across the west elevation of
the building. The Territorial style of the front fagade continues along this elevation, which is divided into five truck bays
sheltered by a non-historic metal shed roof. The shed roof addition was built in ¢.1988 to provide shelter over the service
bays. Beyond the service bays is a lower concrete volume containing the main loading dock accessed from the north. To
the east, a low, single-story volume constituting the north elevation continues as a rectangle punctuated with a symmetrical
fenestration of divided light metal windows. Because of the service nature of this side of the building, the architectural
detail is kept to a minimum with only the Territorial-style coping distinguishing this elevation. Setback from this volume is
the center core of the main building finished with the same brick coping and punctuated with a series of metal clerestory
lights proving light into an interior work area. Texas limestone faces most of the east elevation. A small volume
comprising a former worker’s lounge pushes out from the main building and is faced with Texas limestone along its lower
portion.
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Interior The entry doors lead into to a long, rectangular lobby finished with green, black, and white-flecked terrazzo
flooring. The tall rectangular posts and decorative grilles create an interesting play of light and shadow along the otherwise
austere lobby. The lobby is dominated by a box nest of P.O. boxes across its north and west walls. Formerly there were
roll-up service windows and letter drops along the east end of the north wall. The service windows and letters drops were
removed in 1978 and replaced with a box nest that now spans the entire north wall. The original pendant light fixtures
were also most likely removed as part of this upgrade. Beyond the lobby, to the north, is a modern service and sales area
built in 1978, by pushing into part of the workroom area. Beyond the public lobby is the work area, composed of an open
workroom, postmaster’s office, vault, and restrooms. Above the work area are catwalks and a lookout gallery. An
enclosed porch at the northeast corner that formerly served as a break room is now used for storage. The basement area,
which once contained a transformer vault and storage and locker rooms has been consolidated but retains its essential
division of space. Despite the relocation of the service area and the removal of a number of original fixtures, the interior of
the building, communicates the historic use of this space.

The Community Center has been substantially rebuilt since its construction in the late 1940s and bears little resemblance
to its historic appearance. The Community Center is not eligible for listing in the National Register. The Los Alamos Post
Office, however, has experienced relatively few alterations. Changes to the exterior have been minimal, consisting mainly
of adding a metal shed roof across part of the west elevation over the truck bays. Alterations to the interior have included
the closure of the original service windows and the addition of a new service/sales area at the rear of the lobby. These
changes have not significantly diminished the overall historic architectural integrity of the post office’s design,
workmanship, and materials that qualify it for listing in the National Register.

Character-Defining Features

Character-defining features are the visual aspects and physical features of a building that enable it to convey its historic
identity. The period of significance for the United States Post Office—Los Alamos, New Mexico is 1947 to 1965. The
exterior of the building has sustained few alterations since it construction in 1947. Most notably, a covered side stair on
the south side was partially enclosed. The loading dock and the parking area are not character-defining features.

The building exterior and site maintain a high level of historic integrity, with original design, materials, and workmanship
intact.

The interior lobby has been substantially altered since its construction in 1947 and no longer maintains its historic
architectural integrity. The lobby retains its historic terrazzo floor and limestone piers that line the south side of the lobby;
nonetheless, the addition of new post office boxes has the changed the floor plan and reduced the size of the public
space. In addition, the lobby is now lighted by non-historic fluorescent lights. The historic customer-service windows are
no longer visible and current retail services have been moved from the lobby to the small enclosed porch.

Historic character-defining features include the following:

Building Exterior

The overall massing of rectangular forms of various heights.

The limestone ashlar, rock-faced limestone, and stucco exterior materials.
The Territorial Revival-style brick cornice.

The flat roofline.

Building Facade

e The three-part composition of the main fagade, including the center entrance, stucco-covered block on the west,
and the limestone tower on the east.
e The seven-bay pattern of fenestration on the main facade.
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e The limestone ashlar piers with “United States Post Office” incised on the entablature.

e The scalloped aluminum bulkheads below the windows.

e The aluminum windows and doors.

e The seven decorative cast—metal thunderbird motifs, which appear in the windows. Although the artist has not

been definitively identified, these are likely original artworks commissioned by the War Department.

The open plaza at the main entrance is constructed of concrete scored in four-foot squares from the entrance to
the sidewalk. The sidewalk provides a public space and a monumental entrance to a significant public building.
This plaza appears on the original plans and in early photos (figure 4).

The garden or “planting area” as denoted in the original plans, is located on the east side of the building. The
garden is surrounded by a wall built of Texas limestone laid in random ashlar. This pattern is consistent with the
use of limestone throughout the building and is an extension of the building itself.

A limestone planter laid in random ashlar, located east of the main entrance, is also integral to the design of the
building.
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Figure 1. Partial View of South Elevation/Front Fagade (Sept. 6, 1947); courtesy U.S. Postal Service
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Figure 2. Partial View of Ground Floor Plan (Sept. 6, 1947); courtesy U.S. Postal Service
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

XA
B
XC

I:lD

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Architecture

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance
1947-1965

Significant Dates
1947-USPO—Los Alamos constructed

1948-USPO—Los Alamos placed in operation by
United States Post Office Department

1963-USPO—Los Alamos acquired by United
States Post Office Department

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

W. C. Kruger Company (architects-engineers)

Robert E. McKee Company (contractor/builder)
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Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance begins in 1947, when the United States Post Office—Los Alamos, New Mexico was
constructed, and ends in 1965, the fifty-year end date and the end of the historic period when the post office
served the Los Alamos community. The post office continues to serve the Los Alamos community.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

N/A

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of
significance and applicable criteria.)

The Los Alamos Post Office, designed by W.C. Kruger and Associates, is the first permanent post office built in
Los Alamos. Constructed as part of a multi-million dollar Community Center funded by the U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission (AEC), the solidly built building signaled the AEC’s ambitions of developing Los Alamos into a
permanent scientific and civilian city. Distinguished by its interesting combination of massing and surface textures
and distinctive ornamental thunderbird grilles, the Los Alamos Post Office is significant in W.C. Kruger’s career as
a transitional work between his New Deal commissions and his evolving interest in modern architecture that
culminated in his design for the 1960s New Mexico State Capitol Complex. Despite the great changes that have
affected the character of the Community Center, the post office remains similar in appearance to its original
design. Reflecting the federal government’s role in community development at Los Alamos, the post office is
eligible at the local level of significance under Criterion A, Community Planning and Development. As a
transitional work of W.C. Kruger, the post office is additionally eligible under Criterion C, Architecture at the local
level of significance.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The United States Post Office—Los Alamos, New Mexico, located on Central Avenue in downtown Los Alamos, is
the first permanent post office constructed in Los Alamos, New Mexico, It is a modern-style building with elements
of the Territorial Revival style. Built by the Atomic Energy Commission and operated by the United States Postal
Service, the monumental building reflects the ambitions of the AEC to develop Los Alamos into a permanent
scientific and civilian city. The concrete-and-stone building, which continues to operate as post office, is a
community landmark building in Los Alamos.

The United States Post Office—Los Alamos, New Mexico is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places at the local level under National Register Criterion A in the area of community planning and development
because of the federal government’s role in building the post office at Los Alamos. The Atomic Energy
Commission built the post office as part of a larger Community Center project. After the war, as part of the effort
by the AEC to retain qualified personnel, the agency sought to transform the military installation into an attractive
town, which included new schools, shopping, recreational facilities, and other infrastructure improvements. The
Los Alamos post office is among the earliest permanent public buildings and its location in the center of town
reflects it importance to the community. On May 9, 1947, before the building was completed, the War Department
turned over control of the post office to the United States Post Office Department.

The Los Alamos post office is eligible for listing in the National Register at the local level under National Register
Criterion C in the area of architecture because it is an excellent example of modern architecture that incorporates
architectural elements of New Mexico, such as the brick cornice, a feature of the Territorial Revival style, and the
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stylized Thunderbird motifs cast in aluminum above the doors, a Native American motif. The rectilinear massing
and the monumental colonnade are elements of stripped classicism, which was popular in the 1930s and 1940s.
The lack of ornament, except the cast-aluminum sculptures, is also a feature of modernism. The Los Alamos post
office is a transitional work of architect W.C. Kruger, who in the 1960s designed the New Mexico State Capitol
Complex.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

Located on the Parajito Plateau, northwest of Santa Fe, Los Alamos began as a Hispanic homestead settlement in
the 1880s, sustaining through the first decades of the twentieth century a small population of seasonal
homesteaders and the students and faculty of the Los Alamos Ranch School, an exclusive secondary school for
boys. The earliest post office, named Otowi, was located at the Ranch School, with the school’s director, Albert J.
Connell, serving as the first Postmaster. Opened on November 9, 1920, the small post office provided service to
primarily school faculty and students. Mail arrived daily via the Denver and Rio Grande Railway to Otowi Crossing,
a railroad siding along the Rio Grande, approximately 15 miles east of Los Alamos. From there it was transported
across the river to be hauled by horse up the rough Parajito Plateau to the school. In early 1941, a petition was
sent to Washington, D.C. to change the name of the post office from Otowi to Los Alamos. The change was
approved on April 1, 1941.

The bucolic existence of the school and surrounding homesteaders came to an abrupt end in 1942, when Los
Alamos was selected by the U.S. Government for the location of Site Y, the secretive atomic bomb laboratory
administered under the Manhattan Project. With great expediency, the Ranch School and occupants of
surrounding homesteads were notified on December 1, 1942 to immediately vacate their property. The Manhattan
Project initially used the infrastructure of the Los Alamos Ranch School, including the post office to house its
programs. As part of the takeover, the Los Alamos Post Office was scheduled to close, but continued, due to a
number of delay orders, to operate until 1947.

For the duration of the war, the Los Alamos Post Office existed in name only. Due to the secrecy of the
Manhattan Project, the post office had no scheduled mail transportation. Instead, mail for civilian and military
personnel was addressed to post office boxes in Santa Fe and Los Angeles. The mail was then carried from the
secretive “mail drops” to Los Alamos by Military Police. There was strict censorship on all incoming and outgoing
mail. Even birth certificates of babies born in Los Alamos during the war listed “P.O. Box 1663, Santa Fe, New
Mexico” as their place of birth. Only after the war, when the knowledge of Los Alamos’ role in developing the
atomic bomb became known, did regular mail service return to Los Alamos. At the end of the war, the War
Department opened a Base Post Office to distribute departmental mail. The wartime post office (Building T-255),
a temporary wood building was located near the Gamma Building scientific laboratory, served as the community’s
only post office.

After the war, with its original mission accomplished, Los Alamos faced an uncertain future.” As many scientists
and technicians — the driving force behind the Manhattan Project — began to leave Los Alamos, laboratory
director Robert Oppenheimer and General Groves pressed for continued development, production, and
maintenance of atomic weapons.2 It became crucial with the federal government’s creation of a permanent
research facility, the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, that Los Alamos evolve from a temporary Army post to a
modern city, with sufficient civilian amenities to keep scientist and technical personnel at the Iaboratory.3

' Craig Martin. Quads, Shoeboxes, and Sunken Living Rooms: A History of Los Alamos

Housing. Los Alamos: Los Alamos Historical Society, 1999: 21.

% The number of workers at the laboratory plummeted from 3,000 in August 1945 to 1,000 by January 1946. Ibid: 22.
3 Marjorie Bell Chambers and Linda K. Aldrich. Los Alamos, New Mexico: A Survey to

1949. Los Alamos: Los Alamos Historical Society, 1999: 34
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One of the greatest needs at the time was to improve the substandard housing that was constructed hastily during
the war. Replacing Oppenheimer, one of Norris Bradbury’s first tasks as laboratory director was to create new
housing units, with the idea that the growth of the laboratory would not precede housing and social services. Part
of the effort to retain qualified personnel, included the AEC’s funding to construct schools, recreational facilities,
and other infrastructure improvements. To give guidance to this development, the laboratory sponsored a
planning conference on February 23, 1946, where nation-wide city planners and design consultants met with Army
and laboratory staff to determine the needs of the community.4 A result of the conference, the laboratory, under
the direction of planner Lawrence B. Sheridan, developed a master plan for future development. The plan,
developed between February and June 1946, conceived of a new Los Alamos, replacing all wartime housing with
modern units situated in neighborhoods reflecting the latest ideas in city planning.5

Part of this plan called for a four-million-dollar Community Center project that provided a mix of retail stores and
recreational and social services to the developing community. Isolated from retail businesses and recreational
amenities, the AEC launched an ambitious five-year program to create a combined community and shopping
center for Los Alamos, which included the construction of a modern, 7,000-square-foot post office. Preliminary
plans for the Community Center plans were approved by the AEC’s Washington, D.C. office on September 6,
1946, and by July 1947, the AEC had authorized the final plans and specifications for construction to begin on the
project. The construction contract for the project was awarded to the Robert E. McKee Construction Company for
$1,795,462, the only bidder on the project and the builder of most of the postwar housing at Los Alamos. Work
began in early November 1947, with center fully occupied by November 1948.

Santa Fe architect W. C. Kruger, who had designed many of the wartime buildings at Los Alamos and was
involved in developing the architectural and engineering plans for permanent housing as part of the master plan,
was awarded the contract to design the Community Center and post office. Born on July 28, 1910, in Sperry,
Texas, Willard C. Kruger spent his childhood in Raton, New Mexico, before obtaining an engineering degree at
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College in 1934. After graduation, Kruger worked at the State Planning of
New Mexico division between 1934 and 1936 and severed as State Architect from 1936 to 1937. It was during this
time that Kruger and partner, Kenneth S. Clark, became active in designing numerous public buildings as either
Public Works Administration (PWA) or Works Progress Administration (WPA) projects, including the New Deal
Moderne courthouses at Mora (1939) and Las Vegas (1942); the Carrie Tingley Hospital for Crippled Children in
Hot Springs (1937); and the Clayton High School (1936)(NRHP 1996). Each of these commissions reflected the
regional influence of the Pueblo Revival and Territorial Revival styles. After World War I, Kruger continued to
advance the Territorial Revival idiom, but with increased use of modern construction materials and the application
of modern design principles. Postwar commissions consisted of large governmental facilities, including technical,
medical, residential, recreational buildings at Los Alamos National Laboratories and Sandia National Laboratories.
Kruger’s work culminated with the design of the New Mexico Capitol Building (1966). Kruger died in 1984 from
complications of cancer. Within the canon of his work, the Los Alamos Post Office occupies a unique position as
his only post office commission, and a design reflecting the transition between the public architecture typical of the
New Deal and the evolving lines of modern architecture.

For the 113,860-square-foot Community Center Kruger selected a cruciform plan, dividing the center in four
groups with a large courtyard or plaza in the center girded by covered walkways and portals connecting each
section. Parking areas surrounded its perimeter to provide automobile access to each store. The post office and
a cafeteria were arranged directly along Central Avenue, as they were expected to derive the majority of their
business from walk-in trade.® Freight delivery was designed to be limited to discrete areas to separate if from
pedestrians. For its architectural style, Kruger selected the modern Territorial Revival idiom, with low, simple lines

4 Craig Martin. Quads, Shoeboxes, and Sunken Living Rooms: A History of Los Alamos
!_)—|ousing. Los Alamos: Los Alamos Historical Society, 1999: 22.

Ibid: 23.
® Geoffrey Baker and Bruno Funaro. Shopping Centers: Design and Operation. New
York: Reinhold Publishing Corp., 1951: 243.
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and each building given a long portal across its fagade. The buildings were finished with cream-colored stucco
and outlined with Territorial Revival brick coping with selected horizontal lines accented with Texas limestone trim.
The design and layout of the Community Center would later influence his plan for the State Capitol Complex, one
of the strongest iterations of the modern Territorial Revival style in the state. Featured in a 1951 publication on
shopping centers, authors Geoffrey Baker and Bruno Funaro noted the Community Center as an early attempt by
planning reformers to “foster a sense of social interaction in community design” and, therefore, was not just a
shopping center but a ‘center of all community life.”’

The Community Center opened with much anticipation on October 11, 1948, and was proclaimed in following
day’s edition of the Santa Fe New Mexican as “America’s most modern community center.” Ten businesses
selected by the AEC, including a pastry shop, department store, jewelry and gift store, shoe shop, furniture, variety
store, and a Firestone dealer occupied the new storefronts, as well as buildings housing a theater, bowling alley,
radio station, and town hall. Although the shopping center civilized the former Army post by offering new goods
and services, testimony at a 1948 Senate hearing on AEC expenditures at Los Alamos, found many of the stores
at the center had been too costly to construct and selling merchandise at an inflated pric:e.8 The hearings, which
later led to a congressional “searching investigation” brought to light that the contractor for Group Two overran his
original bid for the project by several hundred million dollars. Despite the blatant “waste and extravagance’ of
government contracts, witnesses at the hearing painted a more optimistic picture of Los Alamos, especially as it
came to the AEC’s efforts to improve housing and provide businesses and services to the civilian community.

Figure 3. Plan of Community Center with post office in lower right identified as no. 1.

7 .
Ibid.
8 Sanky Trimble. “Better Alamos Seen as Hearings Close.” Santa Fe New Mexican. October 16, 1948, Section A: 9.

® Ibid.
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The AEC exerted extraordinary control over the design and construction of the post office, although they never
planned to operate the facility. On May 9, 1947, before the building was completed, the War Department turned
over control of the post office to the United States Post Office Department.10

In 1957, the gates to Los Alamos opened permanently and the town continued to evolve from a military laboratory
to a civilian and scientific community. Between 1947 and 1962, the Los Alamos Post Office served as the main
postal facility for Los Alamos and the adjacent community of White Rock. In 1963, a contract station for mail
handling opened in White Rock, but closed eight months later after the main post was improved for additional
handling in 1963. Over the years, the Community Center continued to operate as a retail center, but lost much of
its business as shoppers began to patronize a new shopping center on Trinity Avenue to the southwest or drove to
nearby Espanola and Santa Fe. In recent years, the owners of the Community Center, now called Central Park
Square, have attempted to update the shopping center’s appearance, covering the original Territorial Revival
details with new stucco and adding a green metal roof. The only building of the former Community Center to
retain its original design and use is the post office.

Following changes to the exterior appearance of the Community Center and rumors that the post office was to be
decommissioned, the community, led by the Los Alamos Historical Society, generated interest in preserving the
building and keeping it functioning as a downtown post office. The Los Alamos Post Office, sponsored by the Los
Alamos Historical Society, was listed in the New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties on October 10, 2003.
The citizens of Los Alamos consider the building a local landmark and view National Register listing as a means of
further recognizing its historic and ongoing significance to Los Alamos.

Figure 4. Photograph of Construction of Post Office, ca. 1948

19 «site Goes on Mailing Map with Postal Control Shift,” The Los Alamos Times, May 9, 1947.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been x State Historic Preservation Office (SR #1870)

requested) Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register x Federal agency (USPS)

previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government

designated a National Historic Landmark University

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): N/A

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  0.39 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

Latitude/Longitude References
(Carry Lat/Long coordinates six decimal places to the right)

A 35.881693 -106.301024 B

Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude
C D

Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The National Register boundary is indicated by a heavy black line on the attached map, which is drawn to scale.
The boundary includes the remaining parcel historically associated with the associated with the Los Alamos post
office.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected. )

The nominated property includes the Los Alamos post office parcel based on the legal description above that is
owned and operated by the U.S. Postal Service.

11. Form Prepared By

namef/titte John W. Murphey, Architectural Historian

organization Los Alamos Historical Society date April 2003

street & number 845 Rim Road telephone N/A

city or town Los Alamos state  NM Zip code 87544
e-mail N/A
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State Historic Preservation Office

namef/title Steven Moffson / Historian and State and National Register Coordinator

organization Historic Preservation Division date April 30, 2014

street & number 407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236 telephone 505-476-0444

city or town Santa Fe state NM zip code 87501
e-mail steven.moffson@state.nm.us
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
See recent changes to mapping requirements posted on the National Register website.

United States Post Office—Los Alamos, New Mexico
199 Central Park Square, Los Alamos, Los Alamos County, New Mexico
Guaje Mountain, NM USGS Quadrangle, NAD 83

Latitude: 35.881693; Longitude: -106.301024

Scale: 1inch =3,600 feet
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 6 megapixels measuring 3000x2000
pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.
See recent changes to photographic requirements posted on the National Register website.

Name of Property: United States Post Office—Los Alamos, New Mexico

City or Vicinity: Los Alamos
County: Los Alamos State: New Mexico

Photographer(s): Harvey Kaplan

Date Photographed: March 28, 2014

Description of photograph(s) and number: 13

1 of 13: Main fagade, photographer facing northeast.

2 of 13: Main fagade and plaza, photographer facing northeast.

3 of 13: Main fagade, photographer facing northwest.

4 of 13: Main entrance, photographer facing north.

5 of 13: Main entrance, detail of thunderbird, photographer facing north.

6 of 13: Main entrance, detail of thunderbird, photographer facing north.

7 of 13: Planting area with Community Center in background, photographer facing north.
8 of 13: East and rear views with enclosed porch, photographer facing west.

9 of 13: Rear view with loading dock, photographer facing south.

10 of 13: West side with loading dock and nonhistoric roof awning, photographer facing northeast.
11 of 13: Interior, lobby with entrance, photographer facing southwest.

12 of 13: Interior, lobby with entrance and thunderbirds, photographer facing southwest.

13 of 13: Interior, lobby, photographer facing east.
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Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name United States Postal Service (Daniel Delahaye, FPO)
street & number 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 6670 telephone 202-268-2782
city or town Washington state DC zip code 20260 i

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW,
Washington, DC.
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Photographs

Photo 1 of 13: Main fagade, photographer facing northeast.
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Photo 2 of 13: Main fagade and plaza, photographer facing northeast.
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Photo 3 of 13: Main fagade, photographer facing northwest.
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Photo 4 of 13: Main entrance, photographer facing north.
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Photo 5 of 13: Main entrance, detail of thunderbird, photographer facing north.
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Photo 6 of 13: Main entrance, detail of thunderbird, photographer facing north.
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Photo: 7 of 13: Planting area with Community Center in background, photographer facing north.
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Photo: 8 of 13: East and rear views with enclosed porch, photographer facing west.
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Photo: 9 of 13: Rear view with loading dock, photographer facing south.
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Photo: 10 of 13: West side with loading dock and nonhistoric roof awning, photographer facing northeast.
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Photo: 11 of 13: Interior, lobby with entrance, photographer facing southwest.
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Photo: 12 of 13: Interior, lobby with entrance and cast thunderbirds, photographer facing southwest.
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Photo: 13 of 13: Interior, lobby, photographer facing east.
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Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.














































































































