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The Lee Cabin is a frame and hewn-log structure whlch is in essentially
the same condition as when it was occupied as a summer home by the "L1ght—
horse Harry'" Lee family more than 150 years ago. The building is two
stories high and has four rooms, two upstairs and two downstairs. The ex-
‘terior is dominated by a cut-stone chimney which serves the structure with
cooking and heating facilities.

' The cabin is well lighted through the abundance of windows—-twelve pane,
double-hung--symmetrically placed. There is one to the front of each room,
but the back is built into the side of a knoll and only has windows in the
upstairs rooms. Following the contour of the ground, the foundation rises
several feet toward the front, and a wide porch supported by log stilts is
on that side. The structure is situated on a hillside to take advantage of
a natural spring which opens under the house. _

The interior walls, now painted white, are the smoothed and fitted
sides of the building logs which also form the exterior. The upstairs bed-
rooms are exposed above the slanting roofline, and the rough timber rafters
and plank roof boards form the ceiling.

Now owned by the 8tate of West Virginia, the Lee Cabin has been pre-
served with minor restoration. It is presently used as a museum and contaim
" furniture and other objects related to the period of its private use by the
Lees.
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| served in bodies which helped set the foundation for the new American

The "Lighthorse Harry" Lee Cabin is significant because it was owned
and built by Henry Lee, commonly referred to as "Lighthorse Harry" for his
cavalry days of the American Revolution. Lee was also a politician who

nation. His cabin is somewhat typical of many early log structures--more
sophisticated than frontier log houses--constructed as seasonal homes
around the health springs of Virginia's back country. Almost incidentally,
Henry was also the father of Robert E. Lee, who owned the property, along
with three brothers, from the early nineteenth century until 1832,

This brilliant Revolutionary War cavalry commander is especially known
for his operations against Paulus Hook and in covering the retreat of Gen-
eral Nathanael Greene across North Carolina to Virginia in 1781, He was
also a member of the Articles of Confederation Congress from 1785 to 1788,
Governor of Virginia, 1792-1795, commander of the troops which suppressed
the famed Whisky Rebellion of 1794, Congressman from 1799 to 1801, and
author of the well-known eulogy of Washington which praised our first
president as “first in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his
countrymen." _

In 1796, Lee received title to more than 60,000 acres of land in the
old Northern Neck of Virginia, including that on which he built his cabin. J

In 1800 Lee completed his frame and log cabin near a salt spring in th
area called Howards Lick. Possibly with a view toward commercial develop-
ment of his property, he "improved" the spring by lining it with marble
slabs. For some years the Lee family continued to use the cabin as a
summer retreat and hunting lodge, especially seeking the healing qualities
of the spring when Henry's second wife, Anne Hill Carter, sought rest and
renewal. o '

Henry Lee's propensity for bad business operations led to estrangement
from other branches of his family. This may have caused him to seek refuge
from his creditors by retreating to an isolated portion of Virginia. He
had dealings with such well-known figures as Robert Morris of Philadelphia,
General Benjamin Lincoln, and, at one time, had borrowed $27,000 in short-
term notes from George Washington. :

Unable to satisfy all creditors, "Lighthorse Harry" voluntarily sur-
rendered to the sheriff of Westmoreland County, Virginia, in 1809, and was
committed to debtor's prison for about two years. The Lost River property
on which the Lee Cabin was built was saved by the Lee family in their
bankruptcy proceedings, for it had been transferred in joint ownership to
four sons, including Robert E. Lee.
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Lee, Cazenove Gardner, Jr. ~ Lee Chronicle: Studies of the Early Gemerations
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"Lost River State Park Once Holding of Lee and Sulphur Springs, Is Show Placel'
Charleston (West Virginia) Daily Mail, Aug. 9, 1936.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES * LATITUDE AND LONGITJDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |0 DEFINING THu CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
! TANGL R .. OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES  _ _
CORNER| - LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o » ” [} y ” [+] ’ » ) ’ . ”
N o v |l e . .l 138 53 41,3 |78° 55 24.5
SE - o ’ ” -} ’ » ) . : »
SW Q. ) . » .9 o ' . EE PN .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: - 1/2 Acre

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPINQ STATE OR C?UNTY

STATE: ) CopE | counTY 2 '—‘LL‘\///%\ | cobEe
o — ‘ T oA PN
o ‘ | /% Riéfw{% 2
STATE: , » CODE | COUNTY: | _ Rl 23\ | CoDE
- , )\ e
| R AT S fﬁ§
STATE: v _ | cope | counTy: ] v 7 ’»_} CoDE
. - | _\®\ nATIONAL =
STATE: ) o CODE | COUNTY: o\ REG\'D YRR L0 CODE

Mrs. Nancy Snider, Field Agent & James E.,Hatding, Research Analyst
ORGANIZATION B o ] ‘ DATE - ) '

West Virignia Antiquities Commission R February 21, 19%-
STREET AND NUMBER: - o
101d Mountainlair, West Virginia University

CITY OR TOWN: o STATE“ :
Morgantown Weést Virginia

As the desigﬁated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic: Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion )

- in the National Register and certify that it has been % /

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by i_he‘Nationél Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

atiognl (X - Stagp [1]. Local o | . e
Ay ) B

: ATTEST:.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

;I)ednard M. Davis .
Tite  State Historic Preservation
Officer - R

Date March 12, 1974

GPO 931.894

Johnson, Robert Ray, II. '"Lost River State Park." Wonderful West Virginia, |

n
m
m

SNOILONYLSNI




Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE West Virginia

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [COUNTY

Hardy
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

JUL—3-6-1974

(Number all entries) g =~ STGNIFICANCE (Continued)

The cabin remained in Lee hands until 1879. The State of West Virginia
acquired it in the 1930's as a portion of Lost River State Park and has helped
in maintaining the old building since then.
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