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Sarpy County Historical Society
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The original cabin was probably built as a one room, one story, 
rectangular structure with a cefftrarjpireplace and a stairway leading to 
the attic. The cabin has a gable roof and the rafters are probably the 
original saplings, fully exposed. The exterior walls are constructed 
of hand hewn cottgnwopd logs with the wa]J_ spaces, originally packed 
witlx mud, now sealed with grout. The walls' were later covered with 
clapboards, although now partially removed. A kitchen and pantry have 
been added to the east sTie, also a .window has been put in on the south 
side of the building, apparently in the place where an old fireplace 
was located. A small lean-to kitchen was added in ca. 1937 on the south 
side but removed in 1954.

According to local tradition, the house has been moved several times, 
from along the Missouri river to the upper plateau and finally to its 
present location, in Section 36% of N.E. %, Township 14, Range 13E 6 P.M. 
on Block 101, Lots 4 and 5, except the north 16 feet, since 1854.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to local lore, the cabin was built on the bottom along the 
Missouri River ca. 1835. Soon after 1835 a scourge of cholera occured 
in the Bellevue community, and the cabin was purportedly moved to the 
upper plateau. In ca. 1850 the cabin was purportedly moved again, this 
time by Indians who moved it to its present location. "7^ccor3fng to 
deed records the first_|cnpwn owner of the cabin was the Presbyterian 
Mission and Walter Towery as acertarie, thru an Indian treaty with the 
IMftedf States in 1854.

If the purported date for the construction of the cabin is correct 
then the building is perhaps the oldest extant building in Nebraska. 
The cabin is in good condition, unusual for such an early date.



Federal Writers' Project, Old Bellevue, 1937- 
Files, Nebraska State Historical Society.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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