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The Norris Museum and Comfort Station nomination Is a portion of the Multiple Resource 
nomination for Yellowstone National Park.

The Norris Museum and Comfort Station are located among Lodgepole pine trees at the south 
edge of the Norris Geyser Basin and on'the south s-lde by the Grand Loop Road approximately 
3/4 mile south of Norris Junction. The museum and comfort station are sympathetic to the 
natural setting. Both buildings have architectural and historical integrity. The museum 
is used for the function for which it was built; the comfort station is no longer used. 
A more adequate restroom facility was built in the Norris parking lot,

Museum; Built in 1929, the approximately 94' x 20* building is basically a rectangular 
plan, oriented east-west. The most prominent feature is a 22' wide and 20' tall foyer 
through the middle of the building which frames an excellent view of geyser basin. The 
foyer is covered by a jerkinhead roof. Large logs chosen for their interesting 
irregularities are used on the trussed roof as rafters, purlins, and king posts. Heavy 
braced log outlookers, set in masonry, flank the entrance and exit of the building. The 
one-story, four room frame constructed building is on a buttressed rubblestone foundation 
which extends 1/3 of the way up the exterior wall, Resting on the masonry is a perimeter 
of sill logs, above which are frame walls with wood shingle siding. The shingles 
alternate by courses between 1 1/2" and 9" exposure. The hip roof has exposed large log 
rafters. The windows are wood casement and plate glass. The wooden door on the west end 
has large curved shape wrought iron hinges which are distinctive features on the exterior. 
A masonry view platform faces north over the geyser basin from the far end of the foyer. 
The museum has a raised terrace with cement floor and buttressed retaining walls. The 
building retains its architectural and historical integrity. It is in good condition 
and had log stabilization treatment during the summer of 1981.

Comfort Station: Probably built in the 1930' s, the rectangular plan, one-story, two room 
building has 382 square feet. The log constructed building is on a rubblestone masonry 
foundation. The floors are cement, The horizontal logs are of a larger size than is 
commonly found in a building of this size. The logs hewed at the ends, are reverse 
saddlenotched, and are chinked with split wood. The gable roof has extended log rafters 
and cedar shingles doubled every course. The exterior finish is varnish over stain. The 
windows are wood easement. A large closet opening to the outside is located between the 
building's two rooms. One alteration to the building since its construction was the 
enclosing of the gable ends, which were formerly open. This alteration does not lessen 
the architectural integrity of the building. The building is in good condition.

The survey of the Scttrrls Museum and Comfort Station was completed by Lance Williams, a 
consultant on historic properties, and under the supervision of Supervisory Historical 
Architect Ro<Jd L. Wheaton during June 1976. Mr. Williams used the criteria established 
by the National Register of Historic Places for his evaluation and the structures were 
entered on the Rocky Mountain Region's List of Classified Structures Inventory.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Norris Museum has local and state significance for.Jboth its architecture and its role ir 
education in the National Park System under Criteria A and C. The Norris Comfort Station 
has local and state significance in architecture under Criteria C.

The building of the Norris Museum as well as the other museums in Yellowstone National 
Park was the result of an objective of the National Park Service of "equating education 
with recreation."i Shortly after the birth of the National Park Service, Secretary of the 
Interior, Franklin K, Lane's policy letter dated May 13, 1918, to Stephen Mather, Director 
of the National Park Service stated, "The educational, as well as the recreational, use 
of the national parks should be encouraged in every practicable way."^ The letter also 
mentions museums and exhibits. In 1920, Superintendent Horace Albright appointed Milton 
Skinner the first year-round interpretive naturalist in the National Park Service system. 
A museum in the former Bachelor Officer's Quarters at Mammoth Hot Springs was established 
by Skinner in 1921,3 in 1925, National Park Service activities were established at Berkely, 
California, and in Yosemite National Park, By 1927, the enrichment of the spirit and 
education were primary objectives of park management. In 1928, with encouragement from 
Superintendent Horace Albright, the American Museum Association planned a series of trail- 
side, museums for lellowstone National Park. The plan was funded by a $118,000 grant from 
the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial Foundation for the development of educational 
activities in Yellowstone National Park, The plans for Norris Museum were submitted. 
September 3, 1929, and the completed museum was opened to the public July 5» 1930. The 
educational program for lellowstone was directed by naturalist. Dorr G, Yeager* from the 
Yosemite School of Field National History.

Norris Museum and the other Yellowstone museums are excellent examples of Rustic Architec­ 
ture which the National Park Service mastered during the 1920's, 1930* s, and up to 1942. 
The architect for the American Association of Museums Herbert Maier designed the museums 
in Yellowstone. He previously designed the museums in Yosemite and Grand Canyon National 
Parks. Each museum in Yellowstone was designed for its unique site and purpose. Norris 
Museum was designed for the interpretation and exhibit of thermal geology in the west wing 
and the east wing was entirely devoted to twelve cases displaying the area's birds. Norris 
Museum is a good representation of contracting a building without disrupting the natural 
scene and it exemplifies the pre-World War II National Park Service philosophy of noa- 
intrusive design which is defined by the following concepts ;

1. Buildings were to seek harmony with their physical setting through sensitive 
use of native and planted vegetation and through the incorporation of natural colors 
into the building's exterior.
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The trapezoidal shape nominated area includes only the Norris Museum and Comfort Station. 
Point A begins 25* southeast from the southeast corner of the Comfort Station to Point B 
which is 25' south from the southwest corner of the Comfort Station to Point C 87' 
northwest from the northwest corner of the west wing of the museum to Point D 50' north­ 
east of the northeast corner of the central portion of the museum then back 200' to 
Point A.
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2. Stones, logs, and other construction members must be carefully proportioned to 
the natural setting, that is natural materials should be similar in size to their 
natural correspondents.

3. Vertical emphasis was to be avoided, especially in the form of large, imposing 
roofs, whose smooth surfaces could demand attention to any unseemly degree.

4. Regularity of rock size or use of natural materials which are too unblemished or 
too processed should be avoided.

5. Irregular roof lines were generally preferable to the precision of straight lines.

6. Rustic structures were to achieve thematic harmony with other buildings in the 
same park or vicinity.

Subsequent to the Yellowstone projects, Herbert Maier influenced state parks with rustic 
design as head of District III (which ranged from the Gulf Coast of Texas to the Dakotas) 
of the National Park Service Emergency Conservation Work. In fact, his protege, Cecil Doty 
designed a museum for Custer State Park, South Dakota,which bears a resemblance to 
Herbert Maier's Norris Museum,5

The Norris Comfort Station was also designed to be in harmony with the natural setting. It 
is a typical design and with some slight variations, the plan is found in other areas of 
Yellowstone and other western parks.

The other three museums built at Yellowstone were Fishing Bridge Museum, Madison, Museum, 
and the Old Faithful Museum. The Old Faithful Museumwhich was associated with thermal 
geology has been demolished; Fishing Bridge Museum focuses on ecology of the Yellowstone 
Lake area^and it was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
November 5, 1981. Madison Museum which focuses on the history of Yellowstone National Park 
was entered on the National Register of Historic Places July 9, 1982.

1. Haines, Aubrey. The Yellows tone Story Vol. II. Boulder, Colorado: Colorado .-. 
University Associated Press, 1977.

2. Manns, Timothy. Unpublished Historical Research. Yellowstone National Park. 
December 1982.

3. Ibid j
i

4. Tweed, William C., Soullier, Laura, and Law, Henry. National Park Service. Rustic 
Architecture 1919-1942. Western Regional Office, National Park Serviee~" 
February 19771pp. 93-94.
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5. Unpublished manuscript. Tweed, William C. "Parkitecture: Rustic Architecture in 
the National Parks." National Park Service, p. 101.
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