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HISTORIC IIESOURCES Of­
THE CI~ -' OF POUGHll:E[PSJ[ 

Hoff111an House ( i/ 50) 

DUTCHESS COUNTY, NI:.-W . YORK 
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HISTORIC RESOURCES OF 
THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

Hoffman House (#50) 
I 
j 

~UTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK 

continued North Water Street 

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE, CONTINUED 
panels; porch has pitched roof and Ionic columns; west side: wide frieze has 
flush boarding at top and overlaid clapboarding below; forwardmost eyebrow 
window has 3 lights and corbelled lower corners; 2 rear windows are 2/2 with 
same corbelling; 1st and 2nd story windows are 6/6; brick "quoining" ties 
front to sides; east street side: same "quoining"; frieze similar with 2/2 
windows; 1st and 2nd story windows are 6/6 with stone lintels and sills; rear 
(north side): same frieze with 1st, 2nd, and 5th bays as 2/2 windows and 
3rd and 4th bays as 3-light eyebrow windows; 1st and 2nd story windows are 
6/6; central doors are 20th century. 

Southwest of the Hoffman House is the Reynolds House, a three 
story b~ick str~cture built in the earlJ 19th cenLury. rt has 
bJeen alcered and converLed co garag2 use on the firs~ floor 
howdver it concributes co ch2 significance of the Hoffman house 
parcel and is included within the nominated parcel. 

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE, CONTINUED 
flush boarded, while that below is overlaid clapboards (visible today on the 
west side); a small balustraded section atop the peak of the roof has square 
posts with turned balusters; a similar 1830-1840's porch stretches across 
the whole 1st story. Gray and Davis' Atlas of 1876 shows the house as owned 
by Mrs. C. Sherman. The 1887 Sanborn map shows the house with a 1-1/2 story 
addition at the west rear. This· is an important example of early brick and 
stone construction, exhibiting Flemish bond. The brick facade made the 
house more fashionable than if all the sides were stone. (Another contemp­
orary example of this treatment is the Reformed Dutch Church, 1801, in Rhine­
beck, where both street sides of the building are brick and the non-street 
sides are stone. The hous·e not only portrays a representative early method 
of construction and period details, but is also linked with one of New York 
State's most famous statesmen, Robert •Ii. Livingston. 

I~. 

Verbal Boundary DescripLion: 

·rhe parcel is bounded on the south by the F.allkill creek, on the 
east by Water Street, on the north by a line perpendicular to 
Water Street and 50 feet north of the Hoffman House, and on the 
west by a line perpendicular to the Fallkill creek and 50 feet 
west of the Reynolds House~ 



National Register of Historic Places 

Memo to the record 

82005073 Hoffman House 

Determined eligible due to owner objection in 1982. Owner objection was lifted, thus making the 
property listed in 2007. 



STATEMENT OF OWNER SUPPORT 

Before an individual nommation proposal will be reviewed or nominated, the owner(s) of 
record must sign an~ date the following statement: 

1, Nancy J. C.Ozean, Mayor, City of Poughkeepsie , am the owner of the property at 
(print or type owner name) 

HoffnEn House, 83 North Water Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

(street number and name, city, village or town, state of nominated property) 

(si.gnatur~ and da~e) 

Office of the Mayor, City of Poughkeepsie, P.O.Box 300 

62 Ci vie Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, NY 12002 

(mailing address) 
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