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STUMBLING BLOCKS,

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH, FRBRUARY 17, 1907,
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" 01d Satan canpe all 'round my house,

He throws stumbling-blocks in my way:

But Jesus is my bosom friend,

He moves them all awWa¥e' « +0 © o 40 4

-

I do not know just how o0ld this verse ia;.*

made it, But I amn sure that very many of
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up here, face an audience 1ike this and tell the whole

truth, Somebody will feel that you are talking about him,

and g0 away wounded and unhappy . Somebody else will

hat you are referring to some parti-

1

ake 1t in her heac E

cular persen, and in her feeling of satisfaction and joy,

will go oif and say, "I know Just exactly about whom she

was talking: she was talking about Mary So-and-so, I know

i

it, 1 know it,"

outset to declare unto you, that

not here to chastise, for I love

ave so loyally stood by me &

wvho

1 e
ity
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would I knowingly utter that would pain the heart of the g

& 3

humblest person in this audience, God knows that I love this

race ol mine, especially the women: for who knows the so

of the llegro women, better than another NHegro woman? I was

not born with a silver spoon in my mouth: but instead, with a A

clothes basket almost upon my head, I have come up on:the «vy

rough side of the mountain,

I ar accustomed to stumbl

blocks, for I have stumbled over them and fallen: and

-
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we are surrounded: and I would to God- 1f only for this after

understand with my understanding; for of too many of us can

1t be said, just as Paul saild in his epistle to the Romans-‘

"sccording as it is written, God has given them the spirit

of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears r.that they

should not hear,"” : | S ani

We are a sleepy people, u

not yet ready to open our eyes, iripping and falling _oger

ll'.'
1 " "o ol
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feriors and 100Kk umn uu
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bloock planted for ug by our enemy 418 the least dangerous,
because we are generally on the lockout for ite but the
gtumbling block which obstructs our pathway from the thought-
less actlon of a friend, may bring us disgrace, dishonor and

death, An indiscrecet friend is worse than a bitter enemy,

People hesltate and are slow to believe the assertions of

your enemy, but they stop work, and sit down to listen at the
funny tales and Jokes which your friend tells about you, es-

pecially when you and he, or v

Friends, like diamonds, are not pick

i 1 . Ly Nt
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who has just one friend is rich in

~~  When our Heavenly F
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“Home, sweet home, there isg ne place like home ., If there

is any heaven here below, if we gét any fore taste of ce

lestial happiness while here on earth, that happiness ean be

found only in the home, HAVE YOU A HAPPY HOME? HAVE YOU?

hen yon e
T you have heaven here below,. Have you an unhappy home?

Are there stumbling-bloeks in your way? Why don't you re-

move them?

2 " ol e
_. ‘o e 3 - Ty
: - e o t &

used in removing them? Qen 't Jyeﬁ,, fa,lsho know, that the 1lo: |

$
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home unhappy? Let us stop, think and be trythful with the
nope that God will help us, see, hear and understand how

W

to remove some of the stumbling-blocks, which have turned

. some of our homes into houses of standing discontent; con-

tinual combat and fierce quarréls, Let us be truthful in

this family talk? let us shut the door, gather a

=

.-p

,. oY T _ A YRS

fireside, put our heads and hands together, and 1! ve cant

.l'

¥ i
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T
move them all, let us push some of these stnmbling-blo

out of our way,
- )= Hasty Marriage,
S Childle ss Home,

1 | 2 g7 :, _._H,_ 2§ e | g :ﬁgcr!:" i
= Head of Home,




amall, and Love is so blind, and we are in such a hurry to

be 6n our bridal tour, that we d on't actual see the stumbling
plock, until the novelly o £ our new l1life has some what worn
offy, and we discover scmething in our life 's partner that we
nad never seen before, To Our great surprise the bunch of
sweetiness and perfection which we have married is lazy, un-
tidy, unreliable - a doll baby, instead of a woman knowing
something of the domestie duties neceéssary to make home happy.
It sometimes turns out,to our deepest chagring, that the young
man which we have selected as our captain, to steer 1ife's
bark across the uncertain sea of matrimony is not a captaipy
but an excellent pool-player, an expert at seven-up, euchre,
whist and pokers a magnificient beer-keg, and a gentlemanly

high ball artists but neither she knew of his brilliant re-

cord along these lines, nor had he one thought of her home

accomplishments, as a first class sleeper and a most miser-
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always, had seen the other on dress parade, D€ Was on el
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ing flower garden - a young man without blémish or spot,

* & , e M o - : s 5 - | g e i o 2 o .
with no bad habits, with a character as white as his cuffs

2 ™ !T"I-b; B . & 1 ‘3
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ars and immaculate shirt front,

He had never seen her Just as God made hery nor
had he ever heard her as she complained and whined and gave
Impertinence to the father who begat her aﬁd the mother who
gave her being, She had never seen him in his home; and knew

not whether he was kind to his mother, nor whether he honored

his father, The only thing which she knew was that they loved

each other, or at least they thought so and felt so, LOVE,

LOVE! 0, the erimes that have been committed in thy name,




ed families, sometimes find out late in life, that although

r you are content to live
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0, the shipwrecks which have come from hasty marriage:

My dear young ladies, my dear young men, don't,
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DON'T be in a hurry to marry, “Marry in haste and repent

- .. -

™ &g P 4
at lelsure,  1is almost as certain as death, Know something
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about the person you marry: at least try to know,

Foe T
o P

You neve- g

er will know all; for folks who have lived together and rear-
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Know whether she is too weak to wash, %00

much she sleepa,

erail to cook, or too pretty to handle a broom, Find out
pefore hand whether you are to live on ragtime musie and
art squares or soda biscuites and fried meat, If you

dont know these things, put your marriage off one year,

or two years, and investigate carefully and silently, and

keep on investigating until you do know, wit

MARRIAGE is a lifetime business, extending from

the altar to the grave, Knowing this, you can afford, to
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oreated he them, and then blessed them and gave them their
first command - "Be fruitfulj; thus implanting in the very
first husband and wife, the desire to reproduce themselves
in accordance with law, Sometimes you hear these words®

"0y I don't want any children, 0, I ean't be bothered

with the bratse: I am not going to have any, se are but

words from the lips, not from the heart,

a2

tion: and the greatest misfortune wh
is to have no children, and the next

only one,




some s through whose halls no noisy feet have rung upon

walls no childish soratches and smears have appeared:

whose steps no headlong children have fallen- that home has

migssed the sweetest music ever made by human voice, and has

lost the most valuable painting ever done by human

0y the inestimable value of a houseful of bright eyed

and girls, God's best and richest gift to father &

gnother stumbling-block is often found

-

»
oo

that the family or home has no head, and it is r
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and the wife (who are really just one) should be the

the family,

1l do not belleve that the husband

= |k
i




ear bitter words of strife and fault finding? Why allow |
the ohildren to hear the vile and outrageous language whieh '

gsometimes comes from the lips of an angrys mother?

" ermit the children to see the brutish aet of the husband's --
hand, raised in anger and violence against the woman he has

sworn to protect- the woman who is the mother of his chil-=
aren? Such scenes have caused many a cehild to hate

curse his parents and to wander ou

ite= with his hand against evei

against him,




which such a course creates in the heart of 1d against
one parent or the other, My dear friends, i1f this Stumbling-
block is in your pathway, go down on your knees and wrestle
with God in sincere prayer until relief comé,s;. Loe A
Yes, DRUNKEDNESS, is a stumbling-bloc ...an,
heart rending f |
= didn't know th g

o

was addicted ¢

pose, that you kriew that the young maﬂ
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and could boast of his carrying o
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block 1n your own pathway, if you knew it was there

you married, and then should fall over it and hurt n

disgrace yourself after your marriage, whom ean you bl J
Whom should you blame? “Therefore, thus saith the Lord,

stumbling-blockss
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hese goodly things, God, Himself, announced the incomplete-

r

ness of nhis own work, then he looked upon man surrounded by

everything save a companions the beasts, birds and fishes had o

helir associates and companions, Only Adam stood there, in
the midst of God's splendor, lord and master over a11, an

yet more lonely than any one of the animals over which he

dominion,

recognized that man must

L

one out of man, .
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DO MEN DESERT WC

VARHY ¢ Men and women marry
because they want the association, ccmpanionship and society
of each other, During that delightful period, known as the

days, nights, weeks, months and years of courtship, no day

and night, seemed to have had hours enough, no week d 8

encugh, no month, weeks enough, and no year, months e

to allow the average courting man time enough to 8

the presence of hls beloved, After marriage a most

. change generally comes, The man who has worshi

and hung around the woman whom he said he.
couldn't turn wit

it
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but after marriage, they are rarely, if ever, seen together,

Now, I beseech you, tell me, why is this? Are the pool

rooms and bar rooms, and billiard rooms, and club rooms

more attractive than the woman, whom he swore to love, honor
- and keep? Why does he sneak off to the thetre alone, when

once his greatest pleasure seemed to be in her presence?

and which used to be hers and hers

i ", "
s

] - -

o

B
L




22
with tears upon his child- his child, in whom he takes no
delight? Have you ever had to sit night after night, away

past midnight's hour and listen to his unsteady steps as

he comes staggering in?t have you ever gone down on your

” sl

knees and cried aloud to God for relief and asked Him to

F
r = RS o

-

remove this stumbling-block?

But, my friends, have you by your own act

_—r -

this stumbling-block in your own path? Have y
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4

ou going around the house in ¢

goiled, ragged wrapper, uncombed hair with no thought of

wl g

Ji-.
lu-- lt‘
“hg

making yourself as attractiive as you did in the days of love

and courtship? In short, have you stopped courting? Hawe

you been content simply to have a husband? If you have ‘made

¥

this mistake, let me tell you, that it is comparative

e i T . e
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hate

casy to get a husband, but the battle after marr

keep a husband .

right at the altar as soon as you are pron
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11, 1s always such a perfect gentleman when he sets out to
beguile a lonely wife, and lead her astrays and a royal good

fellow, with his cloven foot in patent leather, when he has

I A

a dissatisfied hushband in hand,

fou can remove this stumbling block, my friends,

il you begin in times but, if you allow the estr

continue, until love turns to bitterness and

P ¥ §

L

#r- w

¥
= : |
ng .
4 k.

band blaming the wife, and the wife chargi

band-1it will be

and never rise,




more after you are married than you ever did before, But

enough of the stumbling-blocks are in the home, |

In the business world, our stumbl ing-blocks are

many., Some of them are the work of the enemy, but the most of

[ o

ynem are the work of ourselves and our friends, hardly from

intent, however, but from thoughtlessness and habit, The Negro

Merchant and the Negro banker are new things with us, These




cluby the Negro professional, the Negro man, the Negro woman

and the Negro child will not soon learn that their moneys be-

long, 83 a matter of righty, in the Negro Bank, and their
trade to the Negro merchant, do you? All the use the white

fo

G

man has for the Negro bank 1s to tax it and to use j

I.--.ﬂ.|

convenience in making change, When, by accident, .

L]

woman finds herself in a Negro store, she 1s a

-

by shame and mortification, and rushes out, as if

......



'ries a few pennles to a Negro, What is THAT thing in
the white woman which compels her to trade with her own peo-

ple? Do you know the name of i1ty Have you ewver felt itf Do

pou feel it when you are standing in the white man's store

Ind the white man's bank, waiting for some one to wait upon you?,

jell, whatever this thing is, which makes white peop:
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ought to remove from

. thing in this life, the very
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Now, how many Negro corner stores are there in white loeca.

»

-

ties How many Negro store keepers located in white locali~

ties have ever been able to grow rich, retire, and leave the

e L

pusiness to his black son or daughter for them to enjoy the

game?

How long would it be open before a myster-

P on Oregon H1l11?

jous fire, or some accident of some kind would put the Negr

store keeper out of business?t Or to be plaing so plaln

. B Wi s
. b4 g =
I Y - et
i e d

Lra Y o0

. a three-year o0ld child can understand = is there a person. "
this aundience, who, if he went into business te-
expect that white men, white women and white child: “

‘. Y

- flourishing and gro:

“barbers?
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jbhat the poor little black boy, peddling the white
papers, has to wait and get his papers after t he white
et Lheirs? Do you ever think of this when you hand
Oy your penny? You know already that the white
i the 1ittle black boys and when you put your penny
band, dont you
what you mean?

ctions speak louder than wo

pagged, barefooted, black boyy i true that you ar
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nting a stumbling-
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Now, when you 3
the street a

ur children are going
stores
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on them, why, in very pity, they take

i at you for being the fool you are, But, this'

1 ling-block, 1t is simply the act of a BLOCE=
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Wwrong side of B
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have not learnmed fully' to appreciate
fwhat the Sets,, 10 cents, quarters and halves me,.: and w}mt
fthey can do, Have you ever noticed the weig,fhin;gw mg}i}fneg COM=
Fmon in the railrcad stations and other public laeeg? It is
.;aid s that the company owning them, odllie_gtﬁquii_* 4
hines, more than a thousand dollars o . _.

ds only a penny that is dropped in each

2

Fu

gorner store, I heard a white collectore
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Industrial Insurance companies col

"";:;; ek from t
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nsurance ocompany, notwithstanding the fact, that Ne

- are charged more for their policies than whites,

" Y

'with the large stores, so with the insurance comp

oy

‘Metropolitan and other insurance companies, hav

' \
8 i L F

" strong and rich on the Negroes' money, are nov

r
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nsure them, They have always ak
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1 this audience, sufficlent and competent to handle every

follar's worth of business now handled by white companies,

i

3

’ter week, Why don't you build up your own f

-

fhen are you going to put your heads and

v L3

Now, when you

10rTOW, r'ememb

nbling-block 1



pthe only position whiah you can hold is that

pmessengers Begin in your youth, serve until your head

f bleached by the frost of years, serve fﬁithfully
' ’

fbut you will find there is no promotion, You start

1

itor and end exactly where you started, In a white m

M

s
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.ﬂ.‘e =5 e 3lth0ugh 1t may have Ne gro money helping

e

la servant, Negro money is the

Negroc promotion in a w
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fone? Well, if you can't, my dear friend, your memory is poor

' indeed, Don't you remember, a white banking concern that
| filled the homes of ocur folks with the l1ittle home savings
banks? Don't you remember that, that white concern failled

n't you

land swept away thousand of dolars of Negro money?

i remember it? Can you take up the Daily paper without reading

L of the failure of white banks every day? White Cashler in

- Conn,, steals $640,000, IHow many Negro clerks are there in

ithe white banks in which the money of the Negre churches

societies, clubs, Negro business men, professional

fworking men and women are deposited? hrh, , 0P 4 £

b

ask you another questions why don't white churches and white
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38-»
on deposit in the True Reformers' Bank to-morrow? Well, if
white people under no circumstances oan be induced to put
their money on depoglt in Negro banks, why are we so anxious
0 deposit our money In the white man's bank?

L

Do you suppose that our folks will always be so?
pon "t vou suppoese that sometime soon s VEery soon, that our eyes
will open? Well, when next you send your banking committee

down to the white man's bank . to take your club money, your

g0¢cle ty money, your church money and your Sunday School money,

&

dont forget, that with your own hands, you are placing a stumb-
ling~-block in the pathway of that boy and that girl you are

? gsending to school, which will, probably, take them all their

lives to overcome, Don't you love your children? 1Is this the

fway you are going to show 1t?

Paul admonished the Romans, &s one of thelir Chris-

'mh. or an Qoo

‘f o s
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fall in his brother's way,” (Ro,14:13) Well, isn"t 1t
Your christian duty not to put a stumbling-block in the way
our y hild? Some day your child is going 1o sit in

dgment on your acts, will he ocurse your stu pidity, or bless

ut stumbe-

o)

And, still, after all that we may say ab

.Fh

. m | o " Sl ——L . Y. < .__ -
1g-Dlocks in the road o0f our raclial pProgres > our own pers-

ang nNersona 1 j ealougies are the wO rst s’t.umb-—-

4

-
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#
-
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hinderances which we hnave, Tt is useless tO

hide it, and 1t 1s wrong to deceive our children, for, 1in

Pthem, 1s our hope, Occupations for the Negro grow SCarcer day

by day, What 18 O besome of your boy and your sweet girl?
y da: |

By what ocoupation will she feed and clothe herself?

Suppose she does MArry, st not her husband, who 1

- A O at. 3¢ at he can
your own boy or my S80I, have an occupation, so th

upport those dependent upon him? Why doe sn't the school board
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r give our boys and girls type-writing, ptenography and DoOOk-

P keeping? Why are the white children tau ght these brancnes
and the Negro children denied the sameY Don't the white men
say, we musn't train these niggers, 8o that they ean go into
business, for, when they go 1into the merocantile world, and
begin to hire and employ thelir own children, they will be

drawing from the poor white man's eorner store, and from the

poor white insurance collector, the means by which they feed

And wnite

P and clothe thelr wives and children and grow rich,

they

- people do 8o like to see their folks succeed and Prospers

do think and act so that the white man in New York, helps the

' white man in Richmond, although he has never seen him and does

not even know him, Bul we will learn, too, after while,

while it is true,that Richmond has a large number of

. Negro business folks, dont you know that many of Ahase. e

;.neas folks, who are posing as great leaders and great race lovers



not patronize and help thelr brethren who are also in busi~

pesn? Don't you know that some of our leaders, whose every

‘ ellar comes directly out of the Negro, spend their money with
he whitc grooery-man, the white shoe-man, the white butcher,
! the white coal man and deposit the dollar whioch comes

‘fr om thelr Negro supporters in the white man' s bank? Dont
YOU know that, following the example set by thelr leaders, many,
ny of the employees of Negro concerns take tﬁeir money o

-thﬁ‘ white 'me rochant, and turn up their noses and elevate thelr

eye~brows in contempt, at the thought of spending the money E

" yhich they have gotten directly from Negroes, with Ne

Suppose the ehild saw and knew that his teacher i

depositor in a Negro bank and a regular customer &% ¥
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food and other things, the

" A 1 ot § on T : 4 g . P% V8 P~
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organizations supported, openly, the entérprises
one another, and would use their influence to this end and

oe seen dally fraternizing and going in and out of one
wther places of business? What would happen i1f this was true?

a course, in thirty days would 1ncresase the bDusiness

every Negro concern in the town and cement us in bonds of

jsy"?‘];#.']‘ “"y :.Lr;d Taﬁf-: 10‘!?5’: s dll ﬁt 11 €5 tm Othcr n‘:‘G?les Of thj-s

i

earth, But, instead of this, our business folks are prejudiced,
Mealous and afraid of ohe another, Slandering one another,

mindful of the fact, that the success of one 1s bound te in-



prFease the business of the others,
Who can remove this stumbling-bleck of our preju-

Jesus ean't do it, although He is our bosom

riend, Only, we, ourselves, We can remove it by meeting to-

as we have done, this afternoon, talking the matter over

eeing just how suicldal our ocoursec is to real race ProgrecSSe

By lcoking at our children and answering the qu€ stion as to what

in the race for foody clothes and a plage of

B

111 be the ir future

a
p a t ok a
biti—& > 8 i-.-;-:'hi'ua

Ch, my dear friends, my dear friends, I would to God,

hat T counld say something, OF that T could do something which

yould arouse you and open your €yes to your true condition. "0,

bhat I could make you see the splendid
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and pay tribute to the other race, could be melted out of you,

R

; Where is your love?! Why do you want to 8till build up every-

body except yourseli? Haven't you given the white man nearly

THREE THOUSAND YEARS of your labor and strength® Wont you
atop and consider what you are dolng?

But I know, I feel that in this stumbling-block of

pre judice and jea

' ~ | ¢ ens
The sun of intelligence 1s t0Q high in the heav "

1d1¢ Yale -*-u 18V leave race love
melt the ice of prejudice and jealousy and _

| behind The needs of our boys and cirls ring too loudly in

our ears! Our race pride, and our self respect are beginning
. 'S o _ _ -

to shame us, and we, 100, 8IC beginning to apologib:‘ie 'héé_ ve

man's store, with an amm

.

are caught coming out of the white

hite man's delivery

¥

- ful of bundles, OT when the w
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6 her own with the jJoyful exclaim, “"Come, let us renson to-
ether: come, let us buy and sell together," Thortféro, I ap-
to you, my dear little folks- to cease bu:lldingﬁp ‘white

men and white women and to spend your money 80 as TO cond

the respect and so cultivate your love of race and race enter-

R :Q‘&

prises, that you will feel unhappy, &ashamed and diagra.eed, as

!

as you have a hat on your head, clothes on your 'body, ‘and

. P ' P. . i;-.-‘

feet, that came to you Of of the white man 8

ishoes on your

..+-. £ | 5.3‘»‘12-;‘
to you to make no stum‘bling.'bi ﬁ in

store, Let me appeal

Your youth to f£all over in your old age. %
- BRA0 -

I appeal to you, young men and



' deed? for these stumbling-blocks which you place will remain
to your shame when you will be sleepling in the dust,

Brother Pastor, in the name of our thoughtless,

down trodden people, I appeal to you, as SHEPHERD, to lead

our flock away from these stumbling-blocks, oOVer which we are

falling hourly and daily,
the wall tc sound +the alarm and show your people why they are

oppressed, I appeal to you, as LEADER of one of the largest

followings of the town, both, by word and act %O educate

train your followers so that these stumbling-blocks will not

inerease, but grow fewer as the days ‘go bYe o ul AR

And, then, 1 qppeal to youy, &8 a M
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