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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- In a letter dated July 31, 1968, Mr, Stuart L. Bryan,

~grandson of the builder of the New River Inn, stated:
"The present concrete building was completed in 1905 from
blocks made on the grounds in detachable iron molds by
hand labor. Mr. Ed King had a great deal to do with the
construction as did my grandfather, Philemow N. Bryan."
The sand for the blocks used in the New RiVYer Inn (known
originally as the New River Hotel) was brought from the
beach on barges, All walls inside and out were of this
beach sand concrete to make the building as hurricane
resistant as possible. The Inn is a two-and-a-half
story whitewashed structure, The roof is hipped with
dormers projecting from all sides, There is a belt
course of smooth blocks at the second floor level
creating a marked contrast with the rusticated effect

of the rest of the building. By using two different
types of molds, the effect of ashlar and rusticated
masonry has been simulated., Thirteen stone columns
support a two=story veranda on the south and east sides
of the building. The veranda is balustraded at the
second floor level, All windows in the building are
two-light sash in cypress frames, On the main facade
(east) of the building, there are six windows and a
centrally located door on each level, As a result of
the building having served as an annex for city hall,
certain alterations were made to create additional
office space, These will be removed when the building
is restored and major repairs are made, '
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

The significance of the New Riyer Inn in the
historic section of Fort Lauderdale, Florida re-
lates primarily to its releyance as one of the
very earliest establishments of its kind in the area,
Its proximity to the New River, and its location ad-
jacent to the railroad, emphasizes the importance
that early modes of transportation played in the
development of the Fort Lauderdale area. Visitors
to the Inn (called the New River Hotel from its con-
struction in 1905 until the 1940's) merely had to
disembark at the dock on the south lawn of the Inn
and were surrounded by tropical gardens and scenic
walks leading to the entrance. Flagler's railway
system between Jacksonville and Miami had already
been in existence nine years when the New River
Inn was built. The town of Fort Lauderdale had
grown in prominence and establishments such as the
Inn drew visitors to the town in increasing numbers,

The property on which the Inn is located has
existed as a commercial site since the turn of the
century. The first structure on the site was a
boarding home or guest house which was an addition
to a private residence built and occupied by the
Philemon Bryan Family, The first guest house was
known as the Bryan Hotel. When this structure was
partitioned and a portion physically relocated to
adjacent property, the present building was erected
and named the New River Hotel. The relocated portion
of the old frame structure was utilized as an annex
to the New River Hotel to accommodate guests during
peak periods. This "annex" is still occupied today.

It should be emphasized that the development of
the Fort Lauderdale area can be traced back only to
the turn of the century; therefore, it cannot be
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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forth by the National Park Service.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE.,

compared in terms applicable to other areas of
the State of Florida. Buildings found in the
most historic section of the city date back to
the first decade of the 20th Century, and this
fact must be given consideration when determining
the significance of local architecture. When the
city came into existence, even though relatively
late in comparative state development, a few
buildings such as the New River Inn were erected
and are representative of the architectural style
of structures built in this locale during this
early period. :
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