
TH-CBD k72 
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Informatioa Form Form No. Area CBD 

ADDRESS 252-272 Tremont COR. 

" • NAME Music H a l l / M e t r o p o l i t a n Theatre 
-••̂ '. • ' present original 

I ' '•: «AP No. gl^/^ZY, SUB AREA Th».,tr>^ 
' ' , : . b u i l d i n g p e n n i t 12/26/23 

V. V , : V DATE 192 3-192 5 opening 1 0 / l 7 / l 9 2 5 ' 
^.V- •.4'.. , source 

, • chief designers: Blackall, Clapp and  
(Photo) • ; ARCHITECT Whittemnrf.. Al .c.n C. Hnwpr-d C.r-^r.^', 

. ^ Kenneth Franzheim, G. Nelson ,Me serve 
' TSTTTTTlirQ ' 4 S O U r C B O 

• . BUILDER O l v m p i a Cmn st-rnn-h i nn P.n. 
' '.. '*'--s;. ' . source 

V. . • •• ' • . N .E . Medica l Ctr .Hosp 
'•'•'7fi . 7 ' f i ' - f i f i OWHER Tremont S t . R e a l t y / 

original present 

; ^ : V :. . PHOTOGRAPHS 10^6,^/7,3 ^/2,V3,1 ^'A'79 

' ' Ward 3. Pa rce l # 564o UTM# 19/32986o/4690520 

TYPE (residential) single double row. 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. , . 
(non-residential) thf^atre^. nff ip .PH and .Q-hnr-gg ; 

NO. OF STORIES (1st to comice) 1 ^ ^ - plus 

ROOF f l a t cupola - d̂o rmers 

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl. .. 
(Other) brick r̂c5n5) l imes tone concrete iron/steel/alum. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION I r r e g u l a r l y - s h a p e d Renaissance R e v i v a l "palazzo skyscrapei* 
w i t h symmet r i ca l , 11-bay Tremont f acade . Two-s to ry colonnade o f engaged 
f l u t e d Greek I o n i c columns a t l e v e l 2 -3 . S h a f t o f b u i l d i n g organized 
by r i s i n g p i e r s , recessed spandrals and p a i r e d metal window i m i t s , w i t h 
omament concent ra ted a t l e v e l 4 and 5» B u i l d i n g t e rmina t ed by t w o - s t o r y 
colonnade o f engaged C o r i n t h i a n p i l a s t e r s a t l e v e l 12 and 13, p lu s d e n t i l 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION d^nor) moderate drastic co rn i ce and r o o f c r e s t i n g o f 

palmettes and theatre masks. 
CONDITION ffood^ fair poor LOT AREA 46,106 sq. feet 

NOTEWORTHI SITE CHARACTERISTICS B u i l d i n g r o u g h l y L-shaped. wrapped around 

W i l b u r Theatre t o n o r t h . South e l e v a t i o n o f 6 stone bavs and t an pane l 
b r i c k r e a r entrance opening onto smal l t r i a n g u l a r p l a z a . 

SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd OQ reverse) rp hp. Mi IRT p. H a l l / 
M e t r o p o l i t a n i s h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t as tne 

t • : - " ' , ' , , 1. la-rgest t h e a t r e i n Boston h i s t o r y and one o f 
, ; ;, ; • ,'• ' < the l a r g e s t i n the c o u n t r y , as the best '.N , E T 

' . ̂ ^ / (Map) ' t 7':::,'7:'\. .'•. example o f the sumptuous "movie palace" o f 
7'•.•'•';::.'•£}•• • ' •'.n • "^^^ r o a r i n g t w e n t i e s and as the l a s t o f 
* , , '"•'̂ '« • Clarence B l a c k a l l ' s l 4 Boston t h e a t r e s . 

-fi ' •• •':fî :'--'''7-,y:::.,-S'.̂ ':i: :.- '7- , The t h e a t r e . r e p u t e d l y cos t $8.5m, seats 
* " • '*fi:•'•'• '•''' *'"• iH-200-4400. and i n hnngpd in a largR nf f inpKU.^^ 

' f i r s t to be cons t ruc t ed i n Boston under a 
^X*^. • • new he igh t l i m i t o f l 4 s t o r i e s . A r c h i t e c t was 

(NRI) June, 1979 <^ ' Clarence B l a c k a l l (1857-1942), one o f the 



Moved; date i f known 

Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation _____ Recreation 
Agricultural Education ______ Religion 
Architectural y Exploration/ ^. Science/ 
The Arts X settlement ' invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Mil i tary humanitarian 
Community/ Po l i t i ca l ^ Traxisportation 

development 

Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
l e a d i n g U.S. t h e a t r e a r c h i t e c t s and designer o f the C o l o n i a l , W i l b u r , Modem 
and P i l g r i m / o i y m p i a . The i n t e r i o r , modeled a f t e r G a m i e r ' s P a r i s Opera^and 
decorated i n the Lou i s XIV' s t y l e , was a p p r o p r i a t e l y a d v e r t i s e d as " the p u b l i c ' 
c a s t l e " w i t h "a thousand and one wonders" i n c l u d i n g the grand lobby w i t h f o u r 
t i e r s o f prominades, spacious lounges, marble doorways, rose jasper p i l l e r s , t w 
1800-Ib , g o l d p l a t e d c h a n d e l i e r s , bronze d e t a i l s by the Gorham Company, and ^ 
$10,000 i n gems decora t ing the c e n t r a l mural p a i n t i n g by Edmund P h i l o K e l l o g . - ' 

The enter ta inment was e q u a l l y ex t ravagant . The Met o f f e r e d a combinat ion 
o f f i l m s and a stage show, which might f e a t u r e i t s r e s i d e n t b a l l e t co rps , 100-
vo i ce chorus, 55-piece o r ches t r a and two-console organ, a l l f o r 350 o r 750 on 
weekend evenings. Resident producer John Murray Anderson arranged h i s own 
stage shows, head l ined over the years w i t h s t a r s such as Rudy V a l l e e , A l 
Jo l son , Bums and A l l e n , Jack Benny and Bob H o p e . ° A sea t ing board and 
cadre of 40 we l l -mann®red , costumed ushers made sure t h a t no seat remained \ 
empty l o n g . W a i t i n g pa t rons cou ld arrange f o r b r i d g e p a r t i e s , lounge i n • 
comfor tab le c h a i r s w i t h the l a t e s t magazines, prominade to the music o f two 
lobby o rches t r a s , p l a y p i n g pong, or v i s i t the ch ic a r t deco r e s t a u r a n t which 
opened i n 1932. 

Since the-destrwetion of the fiostbn-©pera House in-t^58, the Metropolitan 
has been uged for performances by the Royal Ballet, Metropolitan Opera Company 
BoXsh^i^^K^rgv^ag4^S|u^t^g^^^^ p^Mihtei&."^^'citi^^f ^• ^^""l 

for public use and enjoyment, protection, u t i l i t i e s , context) ^ f . . . ' . ^ ' ' ^*^^ 

P rese rva t ion Recommendations: N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r ( i n d i v i d u a l ) and Boston 
C i t y Landmark ( i n t e r i o r ) ,•• 

Current S t a t u s r ' .Present p lans c a l l f o r c o n v e r t i n g the Music H a l l i n t o a 
prime center f o r b a l l e t and opera. Owners, T u f t s N . E . Med ica l Center , have 
agreed t o lease the b l d g . t o the tax-exempt M e t r o p o l i t a n Center , I n c . beg inn in 
m the summer o f I98O, p rov ided the group can r a i s e $1.75 m i l l i o n i n cash & 
pledges by May, 1979. toward a p r o j e c t e d $3.5 m. r enova t i on i n v o l v i n g a new 

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deed§, assessor's s t age , thea t 
records, early maps, etc.) r e s t o r a t i o n & dress ing rooms. 9 (dobc iiĵ cs 
1 . American A r c h i t e c t and B u i l d i n g News, 8/5/1926, p l a t e s I 8 I - I 8 5 , I87 

( e x t e r i o r and i n t e r i o r photogra.phs, no t e x t ) 
2 . G, H . E d g e l l , The American A r c h i t e c t o f Today, N . Y . 1928, p . 332-335. 
3. Sexton and B e t t s , American Theatres o f Today , (1927) , p . 56-59 

( i l l u s t r a t i o n s and p lans) 
"' 4 . Achievements o f New England A r c h i t e c t s and Engineers , Boston, ' 7 

1927, p . 136. ^ 
5. Boston Evening T r a n s c r i p t , IO/6/1925 
6. T u c c i , Douglass, "The Boston R i a l t O o . . " C i t y Conservat ion League, 1977 
7- Broadway Down East by E l l i o t Nor ton , p . 23, 111 
§ . Boston Evening T r a n s c r i p t , 6/23/1923. 
9. Harvara u n i v . Theatre c o l l e c t i o n (Music H a l l and M e t r o p o l i t a n f i l e s ) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheets. Section 9 UTM NOT VERlFi: 
10. Geographical Data A3:EAGE HOT mvm 
Acreage ot nominated property 
Quadrangle name Bos ton Sou th 

UMT References . ^ 

19 I |3 |2 |9 |9 ,4 ,0 I |4 ,6 |9 ,0 |6 ,5 p 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LU I I • I • • I I • I • I • • 

see individual and area forms 
Quadrangle snaip 1 " - 2 5 . 0 0 0 ' 
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i Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary of the Theatre Area starts at a 

oint on Washington St., 520' south of the intersection of Kneeland & Washington. From this point i t 
uns due west along an arbitrary straight line to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart 
treet. From thence i t follows Charles St. South one block north to the intersection of Stuart St., 

List a i l s t a t e s and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county Code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director  

organization Massachusptt<; Historical Commission 

by Pamela Fox Boston I an Landmarks Commission 

date 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (<>17) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston, state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this propertywithin the state is: 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set f o r t h ^ the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

HCRS use only 
I hereby certify-^tjat this proRerty is inclydesf'in the National Register 

deeper of ttie National Repstei 

ArtChief of Registration ' 

G P O 9 38 8 35 



iriuM^/. IL.^... dt^ 
State >hk/ 
TECHNICAL" . , CONTROL 

Maps / / 3 . ' ' 
0\XJ^ /Kvicotî ^ JJUI^UAM t<j ^ kk fAJoJlOf OAxhjXeJjMSi H I S T O R I A N 

Af^ hidjO AA^CCUnHenn UAM i h AjWWfU-^^^uin^ d iU VivvyiTttsivvJf ^oSfajj /»H/t<-4^ lyJ.UAtu( ^^i-^-C^y^t 

vxji (i/lauJrk i^-f^ iiMudlK. jnmM l^eiua 'i^ioAXuf • :7A« cUtiuA'^ CLVJ hndLu^iJLuA ^JIAIII^S PotiAkAA,^ 

A[̂ îx<,k<kjidtû  ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
!^i»/wvfy{e^ ^^'(^^^^^l^i^^ac^ ^k?i<dJLudr^A m /^$Jf<?^. i*> fJUJ^. Ohio U a foffi^rv^uiM^ 

— — - - ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

^••"''. . "/• ' *• : •'"''' \ Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

K E E P E R 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered DEC 9 
Federal Register Entry J . S'T- Re-submit 

|,. :' \ • • • - • , • • • • • „ . ' , , 1 
United States Depâ -tment of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service | 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 


