TH-CBD k72
BCSION LANDMARKS GOMMISSON Building Informatioa Foom Form No. Area  CBD

ADDRESS 252-272 Tremont GOR

" NAVE Music Hall/ Metropolitan Theatre
' present original
I «“APNo. glrrZY, 3B ARA Th», tr>"
. building pennit 12/26/23
V. vV ,:V DATE 1923-1925 opening 10/17/1925"
AV- 4. source
, . chief  designers: Blackall, Clapp and
(Photo) . ; ARCHITECT Whittemnrf.. Al .cn C. Hnwpr-d Cr-"r.N,
n Kenneth Franzheim, G. Nelson ,Meserve
TSTTTTTIQ ' 4 sSsourCcBO
e . BUILDER Olvmpia Cmnst-rnn-hinn P.n.
YL st . source
V. . ® o e, N.E. Medical Ctr.Hosp
o7t L T'fiN-fifi OMHERTremont St. Realty/
original present
AN V .. PHOTOGRAPHS 10"6,"7,3 N2,V3,1 NAT9

o Ward 3. Parcel # 5640 UTM# 19/329860/4690520

TYFE (residential) single double row. 2-fam. 3-deck ten apt. -
(non-residential) thf~atre®. nffip.PH and .Q-hnr-gg ;

NO. CF STORIES (1st to comice) in N plus
ROCF flat cupola - “gbrmers

MATERALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl. .
(Other) brick ~rchnb) limestone concrete  iron/steel/alum.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION Irregularly-shaped Renaissance Revival "palazzo skyscrapei*
with symmetrical, 11-bay Tremont facade. Two-story colonnade of engaged
fluted Greek lonic columns at level 2-3. Shaft of building organized
by rising piers, recessed spandrals and paired metal window imits, with
omament concentrated at level 4 and 5» Building terminated by two-story
colonnade of engaged Corinthian pilasters at level 12 and 13, plus dentil
EXTERCOR ALTERATION d™nor) moderate  drastic cornice and roof cresting of

palmettes and theatre masks.
CONDITION ffood”™ fair poor LOT AREA 46,106 sg. feet

NOTBACRTH STE CHARACTERSIICS Building roughly L-shaped. wrapped around

Wilbur Theatre to north. South elevation of 6 stone bavs and tan panel

brick rear entrance opening onto small triangular plaza.
SGNIHCANCE (cont'd OQ reverse) mphp. MilRTp. Hall/
Metropolitan is highly significant as tne

. D" R , 1 la-rgest theatre in Boston history and one of
., », **' < the largest in the country, as the best 'N,ET
oM M)ttt 7T\ e example of the sumptuous "movie palace" of
Tos¥ of} o0 . ‘¥ n ¢ "MA rpoaring twenties and as the last of
* ;o TN e Clarence Blackall's |4 Boston theatres.
Afi 1w iy SN - -, The theatre . reputedly cost $8.5m, seats
* e Hfiete's ‘o *e |H-200-4400. and in hnng in a largR nffinpKU."

first to be constructed in Boston under a
AX*N ee new height limit of |4 stories. Architect was
(NRI) June, 1979 <N ' Clarence Blackall (1857-1942), one of the



Moved, date i f knowvn
Thames (check as mary as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural y Exploration/ ", Science/
The Arts X settlement ‘ invention
Commace Industry Social/
Communiceation Military humanitarian
Community/ Political ~ Traxisportation
development

Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

leading U.S. theatre architects and designer of the Colonial, Wilbur, Modem
and Pilgrim/oiympia. The interior, modeled after Gamier's Paris Opera*and
decorated in the Louis XIV'style, was appropriately advertised as "the public’
castle” with "a thousand and one wonders” including the grand lobby with four
tiers of prominades, spacious lounges, marble doorways, rose jasper pillers,tw
1800-1b, gold plated chandeliers, bronze details by the Gorham Company, and ~*
$10,000 in gems decorating the central mural painting by Edmund Philo Kellog.-'

The entertainment was equally extravagant. The Met offered a combination
of films and a stage show, which might feature its resident ballet corps, 100-
voice chorus, 55-piece orchestra and two-console organ, all for 350 or 750 on
weekend evenings. Resident producer John Murray Anderson arranged his own
stage shows, headlined over the years with stars such as Rudy Vallee, Al
Jolson, Bums and Allen, Jack Benny and Bob Hope.° A seating board and
cadre of 40 well-mann®red, costumed ushers made sure that no seat remained \
empty long. Waiting patrons could arrange for bridge parties, lounge in .
comfortable chairs with the latest magazines, prominade to the music of two
lobby orchestras, play ping pong, or visit the chic art deco restaurant which
opened in 1932.

Snce the-destrwetion of the fiostbn-©Opera House in-t"58, the Metropolitan
has been wuged for performances by the Royal Ballet, Metropolitan Opera  Company
BoXsh" ™MK/ rgvtagd "gut g\ pMihtei & "M citiMf Ne AN

for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context) AfLLATIAEAN

Preservation Recommendations: National Register (individual) and Boston
City Landmark (interior) -

Current Statusr '.Present plans call for converting the Music Hall into a
prime center for ballet and opera. Owners, Tufts N.E. Medical Center, have
agreed to lease the bldg. to the tax-exempt Metropolitan Center, Inc. beginnin
m the summe of 1980, provided the group can raise $1.75 million in cash &
pledges by May, 1979. toward a projected $3.5 m. renovation involving a new
Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deed8, assessor's stage,theat
records, early mgps etc.) restoration & dressing rooms. 9 (dobciijcs
1. American Architect and Building News, 8/5/1926, plates 181-185, 187
(exterior and interior photogra.phs, no text)
2. G, H. Edgell, The American Architect of Today, N.Y. 1928, p. 332-335.
3. Sexton and Betts, American Theatres of Today,(1927), p. 56-59
(illustrations and plans)
" 4. Achievements of New England Architects and Engineers, Boston, 7
1927, p. 136. n
5. Boston Evening Transcript, 10/6/1925
6. Tucci, Douglass, "The Boston RialtOo.." City Conservation League, 1977
7- Broadway Down East by Elliot Norton, p. 23, 111
§. Boston Evening Transcript, 6/23/1923.
9. Harvara univ. Theatre collection (Music Hall and Metropolitan files)



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheets. Section 9 UV| N]- \m:-[
10. Geographical Data A3:EAGE HOT mvm

Acreage ot nominated property see individual and area forns

Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle snaip 1"-25.000"

UMT References .7
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1 Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundardy of the Theatre Area starts at a
oint on Wshington ., 520° south of the intersection of Kneeland & Véshington. Fromthis point i t
uns duewest along anarhitrary straight line toapoint on Charles St. South 442 south of Stuart

treet. Fomthence it follows Charles St. South one block north tothe intersection of Stuart St.,

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county Code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

reng/title Gandace Jenkins, Registration Director v @Q%ﬁ‘ @ﬁinarks Gonma ssi on
organi zation  Massachusptt<; Historical Gonmssion date

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (<>17) 727-8470

ity or town Boston, state MA 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this propertywithin the state is:

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth” the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

HCRS use only
I hereby certify-"tjat this proRerty is inclydesf'in the National Register

deeper of ttie National Repstei

ArtChief of Registration '

GPO 938 835
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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