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historic_-'-A!.t:p'-l:p'-'·l_,eo.:c"-"a"-t"-'e=--'L"'"~r,.....,._u~aoLs-"""'..L.J.o~-------------------------

and or common Lewis Drugstore (cu rrent name ) 

,:; 

~------------------------------------------------·--------------------,------
s reet & number J 16 South Fi r st Stl'eet J..;j..;,not for publica~ ; ~r 

---~----------------------------

ci~y. :o:;n c:- 00 p··c: 

C.s.1e-gory 
-- c:strict 
_2(_ b~:ildin g(s) 
__ structure 
__ si:e 
__ C~)!ec t 

;_ W!'l€"'Snip 
_x_ public 
__ private 
__ both 

Pwb!ic l...::qui!:lit ion 
__ in process 
__ being considered 

~/A vic inity of 

Status 
_L occupied 
__ unoccL:pied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_L yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
__ agr iculture 
-X- commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
_ _ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private res id:,..: e 
__ re!igi(:.us 
__ scienti fic 
__ transportaiio ;-; 
__ other : 

name Johli.-G~¥o¥r-~l ~o~?~t~------------------------------------

street & number llG South Fi l~s t Street 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Clerk's Office 

street & number Benton County Courtho~se 

c:ty, town Bentonville state Arko.nsa.s 

t:'"'" 
} 9 

.. 
has this prope rty been determ ined eli gible? __ yes _'_ 10 

--------------------

''/fi. ~~~ ·. __ federa l 
- --·-···----------------------'.UI..£. ____ _ 

_ _ state __ county _ · ::; s' _ ______ ..;.__ __ _ 

oepcs.:ory 1t r survey records 

st te 
- ----· --------·- -- - ·--·-·. 
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____ ur-.E:~.po::cd 

--- ---·--------------- -------- -----------

With . its adjoining bu ildin gs to the east demoli shed, the Appleg~te Drugstore no~ s ~~~ = s 
at the south end of a row of three turn-of-the-century . bui 1 dings in a commeni ~ , ] . : : :· 
faci1~9 bi"ick - paved South Fil"S t Stree t, l ocated c·· t': e southen ~e:·iphery of H.= > ;-· ·; 
bus i ness district. Its rust icated limes tone fa cade, class ical :etailing and s:r~l ·~: 
parapet lend an impressive an d dignified appear~ ~ce to the n a~rcw two - bay struct _rE. 
P, ll of the interior original fabr ic i s i ntact, including the marb le soda fountai 
and walnut cabinets . 

ELABORA- ~o:; 

This l"ec+an:.,ul:::r, flat -reefed commercial buil di r; is finishec v:"th rusticated 1 " -"'-' -
st n::: ~-.n its pl~ inci p al (east) fa cade, while the n:~ ~c:ir,in9 tv;: c.-~er ~ or· · .. s. :is, .:. r : ·. 
south and V.'es t. c:J·e of brick construction. Til e )L i l ding shar::s a ~arty Via 11 \, i: · -: '= 
strJcture to t ~ e north . 

--

The principal facade of the Applegate Drugstore is classically ~eta il ed. One st :~ 
pilaste rs of alterna ting rusticated and smooth ~inished stones flank the alterec 
sto~efro~t . The stone pilasters support a smoo:~ - dressed stc1e frieze surmour:e~ 
b·: o~ee mo ld anrl denti ls. The frieze, agee mol-' and dent ili r.~ cel inea ~e the.Gi'.· -'s · :· 
betv.1een the first and second stol'Y · The second s""ory i s pen~-c:r::.-ced by tv10 1M9E: . 
squa re syrr:metl~i ca i iy arranged \'Ji ndow cpen i ngs . Each vn naov-1 o;:>e . i ng cont:al ns t\'lo 
s~ ng ie paned sashes vJh i ch ar·e surmounted by a l eaded-g l as s tr ar.so;;: . 1·1ul1 ions i r 
the form of Col' inthi an pilastei"S separate the wind01v sashes and eil ipti cal -shape: 
tra:ery embellishes the transo~ . Each window o ~e~in g is c a p ~ ed by a smooth fi nish~: 
flat a1·ch v1ith a prominent keystone . A smooth -:oinished frieze, 1·1hich bears t:·e -=. _ 
J. E. Applegate in raised l etters, and a bracke ted agee cornt ce delineate the t c: 
of the second story . The facade is capped by a class ically scrolled parapet, ar:. i 
culated wi th ogee coping, with an urn - shaped fi nial set ~etween t he central bre E· ·­
the coping. The al"chitectural signifi cance of this bu ilding dei·ive s primar i ly f:'O 

it ' s principal (east) facade . The south facade i s punctuated b;' a se1·ies of r.ir= 
doub le hung windovJS of varying s i ze and foul" s i ng le paned VJ i ndc;·.'s, all of \·Jh i ch ::!-­
capped by shallm1 brick aY'ches . The fi rst story cf the west fc.c ade con ta ins 2n ::s ­
symete J"icaliy placed set of paneled double doors l':ith a t1•10 paned tl~ansom and t1.: 
2-ove r-2 , double hung windovJs each with a s i ngle paned t1~ans om . The second star_-'. -= 
th e v1est faca de is ma rked by t hl·ee l arge 2-over-2 dou ble huns v:indows . Finaliy, t · :: 
north wa ll is a party \1-la 11. 

lhe in te~'io!~ of the drugstore retains its origi nal appeal~ance. The l on g and Par:·o 
interior has plaster wa lls, a pressed-tin ceili~g • . and t i le fl oor ing . The orig•-2 · 
glass di sp l ay cases and walnut she l ving i"emain . The v:alnut s 'iel ving, lini ng to : -. 
th e north and so uth walls of the drugstore, is t~ice interrupted by large wal n ~: 
cab i nets. Th e cabinets are su~nounted by arched ~ irrors which have pedimented ::~ 
pi eces. The bro;en ped i ments wh ich to p the cabinet rr irrors ere centered by u~~s. 

The rear section 6f th e drugstore is separated from the fran~ section by a W~ ! n _: 
;>'lrt i tion \·lh icll in height ar,d cc:ta iling 111 atc l.es ~he display s he ~ v ing that li n::s : ~-: 
wa lls. An arc he d opening provide s access th rou ;~ :he p~rt itia n . 
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.. = '"i ... ;st:Je -.-·o ~;n tain is fac:: : v: ith poli shed r.:0;"bl e of tviO =~ -= ~:: :·e nt hues at· : -- :: :.-:. . :·::s 
dec orat i ~e meta l pilas ters . T~ e massive walnut back piece of t ~ e f ountai n fea: Jr :: ~ _ 
mirror set in its arched center and a broken pediment centered with an urn. 
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__ ~::.:0- .. t5S::; __ ag~icu::ure 
':C':>--1.?? _:},_c;~chitEct· re 

. 
- ~ • I ... _.,.. 

-~:- . .;;JC- __ comrnunicat:ons 

_economi cs 
__ educ a: ion 
___ eng~nsering 
_ exp!o~ation st;:t lci~~ c :-~~ __ :- ... ::t:. 
_ i nd u s : ~y __ : :': :£ go,·c.Tilnent 
__ invention 

__ s: __ , __ 

- .·:-::------~ - 1-:r ~ 

_ ~ t - e; : :e ~ lry 

~~e-~_if!_c:__~~ tes _ _ ___:::l c.::9:.::0:..::6:___ _ _____ B_u_il_d_e_r_IA_r_c_h_it_e_c_t_ A. 0 . ~ ·-c.- ;~ . Arc h ~ t ect/J c - ·· '' .~ - :: r . - ~ ..: i i = ~r 

:.. .. i.atGmc.r.t of !'1~n 1f:ca.n ce (in one para gra ph) 

Sut1MJ:.RY 

The P.pp lega te Drugstor~e \· .t as built in Roge rs, Arkansas ~" : 9: 5 foY· J.E . .l:.p:~ e-~ :-c=~ 
a pioneel' pharJTla cist and bus inessma n i n t he corr.:11u. ity . C :: s ~ ;Jn e d oy arc i1i -:-= c: 
:-.. 0 . Clerk, the drugstore is significant in dC'::n:01·m : ::~-:::· s as e: ·· impres~" . -:: 
s~all c o~~ercia l bu il di ng . The drugstore ' s i rnp ) si ng f~ : a : -= } f rustica t ec ·· -~ ~: :· -:: , 
ci -'""c:-: :::::t" ili "'~ c;··r} scro lled parapet , is c.r. ~ --;xr ::. ·-:: :. · ·;T ~::: ~:~on -::: -::-: : : :-::-::-
scc:-:'e ir en ctea of predominantly modern struc'" ur·es. ~>: ::::. he~-- ;e of i · :~ ::::~ ~: - ~ :-:: · c 
cile bu i lding has sened continuously as a drugstoi' e ; i-:: .; ~ r":J\·1 d i sti n gu~s ~ ::: J~-' .:·· -:: :f 
Al'r~ans a s' l east altel'ed t urn-of-the-centu ry con:::ne1·ci al ~r -: e!'iors. Tile s t· - ·: :: :- ::· · g 
sod fo untain remai ns a popu l ar place and for Ro£er 's .:~c -:: r citize ns pro\ _. ~=~ r :s-:: ~ ~ ic 
re: ;inder of day s go.ne by v:h en tri ps to t he soda founta ' ~ -=~~Jl'ed ::-l'om i n~r.: ·.· . ir :.·:: 
s ocia l li fe of t his small tovm . 

E~,;so RJ..T~ O\ 

J . E. Apo l r::ga te bui lt his first drugsto re in Roge•'s i n :.:: :2, th e ~· ea r tf-,2,-: : -= 
co ~nuni ty wa s foun ded . This drugstore was a s ~all fra~ = ~: rJ c t ure whic h - ~s j e ­
stt'oye d a number of years ago . Ap pl egate's busi ness v:2. s : ~:: e ss Ll , ar. ~ -' ·c ~ : :-: 
hE: ~.ire d t he notev1o rthy arch itect A. 0 . Ciark to desi; :· ::. ··,c:..i urid l 2rger : ·"-- ~s :.: r =: 
bJildin~ . Clark, v;ho Ol'ig-ina ll y practice d architectur e i - St . Lo :..; is, hc.c -' r ~ s :.: 
move d to Rogers where he spe~t the remain de r of his ca rE:E:~. Clar~ was re~ Jc- :i: l =: 
for th e des i gn of a large numb~r of important b u i ld i ng ~ ~ r J rt hw:: st Ark a ·s ~ ~- i "= 

Jl.pplEgc.te Drug stm-e v:as erected by bu i lder, John :-:y ler. 

J . E. Applegate had five sons an d two dau g ~ ters . Most t ec~ ~e pha ~~a c i sts ~1 c J~ ~r~:E~ 
dJ'ugs to r es in Roge l'S and in the ne i ghbori '19 tovms of S~ :ri- ;c3 l e a d Ben t o r ·: ~· , :::. ,.. ..: s , 
the name App l egate became synonymous with the di·u gs t or<: =~~i--, ess in nm·:r. ~ s -: ;. _ _. ·k:··.s:.s. 
The Ap p]egate Drugstore now opera t es unde r the name of tE~ Lewi s Drugs t orE; -: 1 E 

building is owned by pharmacist John Applegate, a grancso- cf J . E. Appie ; ;.:-::. 
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code county code 
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name ti th:: Rober':: Hug'2e.s. Hi k..e._5JJ i nn , · ed. , ,Jean Sizemore ,__lli_s..to.d.an.. 

oTz,n:cation Arkansas Histor ic Prese rvation Program date November 20 . 1980 

$~r0c t c. numbc:r Suite 500, Con ti ntenta 1 Bui 1 ding te lephone (501) 37 l -2763 ___ _ 

cityortown Li ttle Rock , state Arkansas -- ·----·---..;.... ________________ _ 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state -L local 

A.s the ciesianatcd State His tor ic Preservat ion Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Lav. :: S-
565), I here by nominate th is property for inclus ion in the National Re~stc r and certify that it has been evaluated 
according ;: the Ciiteria and procedures set to y the National Park Service. !" /; _p_' 

I ' . - -1 " I 

State Histocic p,ese<vation Officer siqnaMe / ( ;;'?!.' '\ . J---(::_ .....C...., 
--- ---"------ -=--""oC..>""""-'''--" ---o v 1 ._ 

title State Hi storic ?reservation Officer 

:=c1 :~FS use oniy 
: t-.e.-eby cu·t:fy that this property is included in the National Register 

-.: ... ~ .... 
'-1' L\;,:;:.. 

-------------.--------

date 3/23/82 
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For NPS use only 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

receiVAttii i\D 3 1 ,982-
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date entered 

See instructions In How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic App 1 egate Drugs tore 

and/or common Lewis Drugs tore (current name) 

2. Location 

street & number 116 South first Street 

city, town Rogers N/Avicinity of 

state Arkansas code 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
-L bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_x_ public 
_private 
_both 
lf~bllc Acquisition 
_In process 
_ being considered 

05 county 

Status 
__x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
- · yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name John Applegate 

street & numberJ16 South First Street 

city, town Rogers NfA-- vicinity of 

Benton 

Present Use 
_ agri~ulture 

-X- commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ Industrial 
_military 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Clerk's Office 

street & number Benton County Courthouse 

-NfAnot for publication 

code 

_museum 
_park 

007 

_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

Arkansas 

city, town Bentom1i 11 e state Arkansas 
1

: 6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title N/A has this property been determined eligible? _yes _x_ no 

date N/A N/A- federal _state _county _local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_x_ excellent 
_ good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ll_ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_ moved date ~N~/A~---------

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

With its adjoining buildings to the east demolished, the Applegate Drugstore now stands 
at the south end of a row of three turn-of-the-century buildings in a commercial block 
facing brick-paved South First Street, located on the southern periphery of the Rogers 
business district. Its rusticated limestone facade, classical detailing and scrolled 
parapet lend an impressive and dignified appearance to the narrow two-bay structure. 
All of the interior original fabric is intact, including the marble soda fountain 
and walnut cabinets. 

ELABORATION 
This rectangular, flat-roofed commercial building is finished with rusticated lime­
stone on its principal (east} facade, while the remaining two exterior walls, on the 
south and west, are of brick construction. The building shares a party wall with the 
structure to the north . 

The principal facade of the Applegate Drugstore is classically detailed. One story 
pilasters of alternating rusticated and smooth finished stones flank the altered 
storefr ont . The stone pilasters support a smooth-dressed stone frieze surmounted 
by agee mold and dentils. The frieze , agee mold and dentiling delineate the division 
between the first and second story. The second story is penetrated by two large, 
square symmetrically arranged window openings. Each window opening contains two 
single paned sashes which are surmounted by a leaded-glass transom. Mullions in 
the form of Corinthian pilasters separate the window sashes and elliptical-shaped 
tracery embellishes the transom. Each wi ndow opening is capped by a smooth finished 
flat arch with a prominent keystone. A smooth finished frieze, which bears the name 
J . E. Applegate in raised letters , and a bracketed agee cornice delineate the top 
of the second story. The facade is capped by a classically scrolled parapet, arti­
culated with ogee coping, with an urn-shaped finial set between the central break in 
the coping . The architectural significance of this building derives primarily from 
it's principal (east) facade. The south facade is punctuated by a series of nine 
double hung windows of varying size and four single paned windows, all of which are 
capped by shallow brick arches. The first story of the west facade contains an as­
symeterically placed set of paneled double doors with a two paned transom and two 
2-over-2, double hung windows each with a single paned transom. The second story of 
the west facade is marked by three large 2-over-2 double hung windows. Finally, the 
north wall is a party wall. 

The interior of the drugstore retains its original appearance. The long and narrow 
interior has plaster walls, a pressed-tin ceiling, and tile flooring. The original 
glass display cases and walnut shelving remain . The walnut shelving , lining both 
the north and south walls of the drugstore, is twice interrupted by large walnut 
cabinets. The cabinets are surmounted by arched mirrors which have pedimented top 
pieces. The broken pediments which top the cabinet mirrors are centered by urns. 

The rear section of the drugstore is separated from the front section by a walnut 
partition which in height and detailing matches the display shelving that lines the 
walls. An arched opening provides access through the partition. 
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The drugstore fountain is faced with polished marble of two different hues and features 
decorative metal pilasters. The massive walnut backpiece of the fountain features a 
mirror set in its arched center and a broken pediment centered with an urn. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x__ architecture _ education _ military _ social! 

art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
--:x- commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

1906 Builder/Architect A. 0. Clark, Archi teet/John Myler, Builder 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

SUMMARY 
The Applegate Drugstore was built in Rogers, Arkansas in 1906 for J.E. Applegate, 
a pioneer pharmacist and businessman in the community. Designed by architect 
A. 0. Clark, the drugstore is significant in downtown Rogers as an impressive 
small commercial building. The drugstore's imposing facade of rusticated limestone, 
classical detailing and scrolled parapet, is an important contribution to the street­
scape in an area of predominantly modern structures. Since the time of its construction, 
the building has served continuously as a drugstore; it is now distinguished by one of 
Arkansas' least altered turn-of-the-century commercial interiors. The still-operating 
soda fountain remains a popular place and for Roger's older citizens provides nostalgic 
reminder of days gone by when trips to the soda fountain figured prominently in the 
social life of this small town . . 

ELABORATION 

J. E. Applegate built his first drugstore in Rogers in 1881, the year that the 
community was founded. This drugstore was a small frame structure which was de­
stroyed a number of years ago. Applegate's business was successful, and in 1906 
he hired the noteworthy architect A. 0. Clark to design a new and larger drugstore 
building. Clark, who originally practiced architecture in St. Louis, had in 1904 
moved to Rogers where he spent the remainder of his career. Clark was responsible 
for the design of a 1 arge number of important buildings in northwest Arkansas. The 
Applegate Drugstore was erected by builder, John Myler. 

J.E. Applegate had five sons and two daughters. Most became pharmacists and operated 
drugstores in Rogers and in the neighboring towns of Springdale and Bentonville. Thus, 
the name Applegate became synonymous with the drugstore business in northwest Arkansas. 
The Applegate Drugstore now operates under the name of the Lewis Drugstore; the 
building is owned by pharmacist John Applegate, a grandson of J. E. Applegate. 
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