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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The FarpSworth Homestead is a fine mid-nineteenth century town house 
of Greek Revival design. This two story wood frame house is rectangular 
with a one story ell on the north side. Granite walls backed by brick 
and stone form the foundation of the house.V Two brick chimneys with brick 
caps rise from the main portion of the house, the ell has one such chim 
ney. This house has a gable roof, parallel to the road, with pediments at 
the gable (east and west) ends. Projecting eaves top a deep entablature 
with a plain cornice. On each corner of the main structure, there is a 
paneled wood pilaster.^Centrally located in the south facade, the re 
cessed paneled front door is flanked by sidelights and topped by a tran 
som; a heavy flat entablature and plain pilasters frame this front en- m 
trance. The side entrance, located on the east wall of the ell, is com 
prised of a four paneled wood door flanked by sidelights. All of the win- m 
dows in the house are double hung, six over six lights, with plain wood 
sashes and louvered wooden shutters. The south facade has five windows, 
the east and west ends have four each plus one in the gable pediment. The 
main portion of the house is covered with flush horizontal wood siding, 
the ell with lapped horizontal wood sidino.

The square carriae barn to the east of the house is topped by an 
octagonal cupola with a pointed roof and louvered wood shatters on all n 
stdes.:^Jhe front of this-structure has three double hung windows of four 
over four lights (this is_the south side). This barn has a boxed cornice 
with a dentiled freize.
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; There have been numerous William Farnsworths in central Maine; one, 
went to Quebec in 1775 with Benedict Arnold, but the succeeding ones 
were patriots and sound Maine citizens .X William A Farnsworth of Rock- 
land was a prominent and prosperous businessman who gained his income 
from lime-rock property and the Rock! and Water Company, which he founded 
and ran as President. \William Farnsworth liked to spend his money and 
in approximately 1854 he had the large wood frame Greek Revival .house 
on Elm Street built (probably by the W. H. Glover Lumber Co.) which to 
day is known as the Farnsworth Homestead.

At this time (1850-1870), Rockland was the number four port in the 
United States. The city built ships and furnished lime-rock to the world; 
the great lime-rock quarries burned cordwood in their kilns. Due to 
these activities, Rockland Bay was crowded and the streets of the city 
were filled with shipwrights, sailors, quarrymen and (New iBrurnswick woods 
men.

:< ~l • ." : '; :: '' ' ' r "I

The Farnsworth family was well known in Rockland. William had six 
children, but two of the boys died very young, leaving James, Fanny, 
Josephine and Lucy. Fanny was a beauty and the favorite of her father; 
she died of consumption in 1877 (her father had died in 1876) at the age 
of 24. James married, built a home on Cedar Street in Rockland, and be 
came a prosperous businessman. Upon his death in 1905, his estate went 
to his mother. Josephine married a man from Thomaston and moved to a 
beautiful house in Boston. Upon Josephine's death in 1907, her estate 
also went to the mother. All of this property plus the Farnsworth Home 
stead and estate was subsequently inherited by Lucy, the youngest daugh 
ter, when her mother died in 1910. For many years Lucy and her mother 
had lived in the homestead; with the death of Mrs. Farnsworth, Lucy pulled 
down all of the window shades and lived the life of a recluse. Then as 
the manager of a $250,000 estate, she had extensive real estate holdings 
including several lime-rock quarries. Known as the "Hettie Green" of 
Rockland, Lucy Farnsworth was a cold woman who served as her own lawyer 
in court litigations and who was seen only occasionally walking through 
the city in old-fashioned black clothing. Yet, she was surprisingly 
generous when Rockland was in financial need prior to World War I. Ap-

(See Continuation Sheet)
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preached by a tax collector for a loan to the city, Miss Farnsworth simply 
wrote out a check for $5,000.

In October of 1935, a milkman discovered Miss Farnsworth's death when 
seven full bottles accumulated upon her side doorstep. The house was a 
shambles literally stuffed with money and bonds; the ninety-six year old 
woman, serving as her own broker had accumulated an estate worth one million 
and a half dollars, and in her will, which was found in a cupboard, she had 
stipulated that all of her money was to go to the city of Rockland. An art 
museum dedicated to her father was sketched in the will. Feeling that the 
amount stated for this purpose was too scanty in proportion to the funds, 
the executors, through the courts, broke the will and increased the amount 
set aside to establish this museum. The William A. Farnsworth Library and 
Art Museum was opened in 1948, and also in accordance with Lucy's will, 
the Farnsworth Homestead was restored exactly as a middle class example of 
the Post Federal era and was opened to the public.
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