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Town F a l l River, Mass, 

Name of area ( i f any) Seaconnet Mills 

East Warren Street 

General date or period 1884-1894 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

The 1884 Seaconnet M i l l s i s a good example of the solidly-constructed u t i l i t a r i a n 
granite m i l l architecture of the 1880's and i s notable f o r i t s isolated s i t e , 
u n i t y of st y l e and materials and generally i n t a c t q u a l i t y . I t i s located on the 
east side of the Quequechan River as i t nears South Watuppa Pond and i s surrounded 
by open land now encircled by major highways. The main m i l l stands four stories 
above the basement and i s of the wide "English" type, measuring 272' X 93'. The 
low-pitched roof, 20/20 sash and wide bracketed cornice are t y p i c a l of the period. 
The p r i n c i p a l structures of the o r i g i n a l complex remain i n place and include the 
bo i l e r house, chimney, dynamo, cl o t h room and picker house. The large 2-story 
(plus basement) granite weave shed was added i n 1894. I t measures 143' X 300' 
and has a s l i g h t l y pitched roof with center skylights, T-cross sash, and wa l l 
buttressing along the south side. The weave shed was used only for weaving and 
the main m i l l then handled spooling, r i n g spinning, carding and drawing. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (E>q)lain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected coramunity; be specific). 
The Seaconnet M i l l s was one of nine F a l l River t e x t i l e manufacturing companies 
established during the 1880's. The company was incorporated i n 1884 with a 
c a p i t a l of $400,000, which was ult i m a t e l y increased to $1,200,000. The o r i g i n a l 
president was Henry C. Lincoln and the f i r s t treasurer was Edward A. Chase, 
Lincoln was associated with E. C. Kilburn i n the important F a l l River machinery 
f i r m of Kilburn, Lincoln and Co. and was co-owner of the Laurel Lake M i l l s . The 
name "Seaconnet" means "At the Sea Opening" and i s the Indian name for L i t t l e ' 
Compton, R. I . The o r i g i n a l 1884 m i l l had a capacity of 34,560 spindles f o r the 
production of p r i n t c l o t h . This m i l l was one of the f i r s t i n the c i t y to be l i t 
by e l e c t r i c i t y rather than gaSo The addition of the large weave shed i n 1894 
allowed the company to increase i t s capacity to some 68,389 spindles by 1920. 
The property was taken over about 1930 by the Howard-Arthur Co» and was operated • 
through the 1950's as the Howard-Arthur M i l l s . I t i s presently used for l i g h t 
industry. 

•i '-
The Seaconnet M i l l s ccanplex remains a good, i n t a c t exanple of the u l i t i t a r i a n , '. '.-
F a l l River granite m i l l architecture of the 1880s; i t meets C r i t e r i a A and C ' ' ' / 
of t±ie National Register i n d i v i d u a l l y . .. . ! 
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