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ARHTECTURY. S QN H CANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The 1884 Seaconnet Mills i sa good exanple of thesolidly-constructedutilitarian

granite mill architecture of the1880's and i snotable for itsisolated site,
unity of style and materials and generally intact quality. | ti slocated on the
east side of theQuequechan River as i t nears South Watuppa Pond and i s surrounded
by open land now encircled by major highways. The main mill stands four stories

above t hebasenment and i sof thewi de "English" type, measuring 272" X 93'. The

| ow-pitched roof, 20/20 sash and wi de bracketed cornice aretypical of theperiod.
The principal structures of theoriginal conplex remain i n place and includethe
hoiler house, chimey, dynano, cloth room and picker house. The large 2-story
(plus basenent) granite weave shed was added i n1894. |t neasures 143" X 300

and has a slightly pitched roof with center skylights, T-cross sash, and wall
buttressing along thesouth side. The weave shed was used only for weaving and
the main mill then handled spooling, ring spinning, carding and drawi ng.

cLtoun fyyyr. -y * 0yt "y Yy A A

HSTARCL SANACANE of area. (Exg)lain devel opnent of area, what caused i t ,
and howi t affected coramunity; be specific).

The Seaconnet Mills was one of nine Fall River textile manufacturing conpanies
established during the 1880's. The conpany was incorporated i n1884 with a
capital of $400,000, which was ultimatelyincreased t o $1,200,000. The original
president was Henry C Lincoln and thefirst treasurer was Edward A Chase,
Lincoln was associated with E C Kilburn i ntheimportant Fall River machinery
firm of Kilburn, Lincoln and Co. and was co-owner of t helaurel Lake Mills. The
nane "Seaconnet" neans "At t he Sea Opening" and i sthelndian nane for Little
Conpton, R | . The original 1884 mill had a capacity of 34,560 spindles forthe
production of print cloth. This m Il was one of thefirst i nthecity tobe | it
by electricity rather than gaSo The addition of thelarge weave shed i n 1894
allowed theconpany t oincrease itscapacity tosone 68,389 spindles by 1920.

The property was taken over about 1930 by t he Howard- Arthur Co» and was operated e
through the 1950's as t heHoward-Arthur Mills. 1t i spresently used for I|ight
industry.

The Seaconnet Mills ccanplex remains a good, intact exanple of the ulititarian,
Fall River granitemill architecture of the 1880s; i t neets Criteria AandC ' ' "' [/

of tde National Register individually. oo !
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