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Original Appearance: 
Jacob F. Gerkens filed a c" 
December 2, 1868, to 160 a 
is nov the V/hittier area, 
on the property. This va? 
20 ft. by 2^ ft.. Ee paid r 
homestead ($23^). See att-

Additions:
The land passed to B.M. To 
(,^3000 for 6VO acres inclu 
closure to John K* Thonjas ; 
two rooms ver<? added to th 
on the vest side. This vi 
to make the room larger. 
'by enclosing the porch. 1 
height of those of the res' 
shed roof <onstruction. T- 
struotion, reminiscent of 
a fireplace, and a perch a* 
by pepper trees and acres c 
Ranch".

Present Appearance: 
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Bailey extended the vest \ 
simple frame house vlth a 
wooden steps. The slopinr 
vest sides. The back of t 
and back step. The overal 
and the width is 26 feet, 
condition. See attached f
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Original Appearance:
Jacob F. Gerkens filed a claim under the Homestead Law of 1862 on 
December 2, 1868, to 160 acres (p. quarter section of public land) in what 
is now the V/hittier area. Before this date he built a cabin of redwood 
on. the property. This vas K simple frame structure with a loft above, 
20 ft. by 2^ ft.. Ke paid a $3^ filing fee and 31.25 an acre for his 
homestead (S23^). See attached floor plan.

Additions:
The land passed to H.M. Town, by Deed from Gerken.s, March 25, 1870, 
(S3000 for 6VO acres including the Homestead) and then through fore 
closure to John M* Thcrnas in 1880«. A. covered porch all around and then 
two rooms were added to the original cabin, one on the cast and a- \ring 
on the -vest side. This ving vas eventually extended and the roof raised 
to cake the room larger. The kitchen nnd the back bedroom vere enlarged 
'by enclosing the porch. Later the sloping ceilings vsre raised to the 
height of those of the rest of the housa. The additions were of sloping 
shed roof rcnstruction. The house vas a siDple style of frame con 
struction, reminiscent of a nirfvest farmhouse, The house had six rooms, 
a fireplace, and a porch across the front. The house vas surrounded 
by pepper tress tnd acres of mustard and became known as "The bustard 
Ranch".

Present Appearance:
The house" appears today much as it did when it became the home of 
Jonathan and Rebecca Bailey on. l',&yr 11, 1337. At this tide Jonathan 
Bailey extended the west wing further and added a bathroom. It is s 
simple frame house with a covered porch across the front with simple 
wooden steps. The sloping shed roof additions are on the east and 
west sides. The back of the house is flush across with a rear door 
and back step. The overall length of the house is U-9 feet 9 inches 
and the width is 26 feet. It has been restored and is in excellent 
condition. See attached floor p.^an.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE • _,
The Devalo r.

The structure which ve are'TiDsin 
is a sinpio ranch house of ffa^ •• 
claim under the 1852 Act of Cor- 
the Several States r.nd Torr> it ••*•»*; 
Benefic of Agriculture and Xec}-~ 
Homestead'on December 2, 1058, :: 
he built a small redwood cabin. -. 
was planted on a portion of the 
The land passed to R.H. Town (M» 
closure and sale at public r-uct'l 
Beginning in 18?3 Thomas had re. 
acquired.. Thomas used the land 
Angeles, and when he came out to 
house. Thomas acquired title th 
approximately 1259 acres in th?- 
paid :^002, according to record 
The Thomas Ranch, cr Mustard Rjo 
mark for all crossing the \ddo •;•' 
the house, and this green patch 
August 13, 1886, John H. Thcr.ias - 
for £33,000. Fay 3, 1887, tho 1 
Land and Water Company for $69,K- 
ccmmunity to be named V.Mttlor r.. 
Greenloai V.lilttial1 . 
On May 11, 188?, Jonathan Bailey 
ranch house and became th<& first 
the first building in Vhittier. 
in the new town was held on the < 
was welcome. The Pickerlng Land 
election of officers held in the 
was ncmed first president. This 
business, social and religious &' 
Rebecca planted here the first g 
continued to live in and/or own 1 
In 1973 the Vhittier Heritage Ass 
Rouse". The property was purcha? 
of Vfoittier 01 January 7, 1975, t 
Park. The development, restorati 
Whittier is one of Vhittier's Bic 
flag is flown in front of the Eal" 
the home.
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I STATEMENT Tne Devalop-Teat of a City

•eral Statos and Territories vrhie'i Mj.r Pr 
; of Agriculture andXsch?.nlcal Arts") to

Eaginning in 1373 Thcn-as hr.cl ren^d tho laid fro^n R.H. Tovn thr.t ha later 
acquired.. Tho.tas used the land for a sh-cp ranch. He lived ia Los 
Angeles, end vhsn ho c.^7.e cut to loo> rfter tho rsnch, hs staved in tho 
house, Thomas ac-uire-d title through purchase and public cuctioa to 
approxinataly 1259 acres in the are:-v during 1880 cr'acl 1851, for r.-hich ho 
paid G:f002, sccordiag to recorded cie2<ls.
The Tncmas Ranch, cr Mustard Rsnch as it vas also known, became a IsnO 
Eark for all crossing the vide plairv'or lacsa, Peppor treas surrou-.d^i

,. , ,
Land and Water Company for $69,890 for the establishr.erit of a 
ccanmnity to be naaed V.Mttier sftar the New England Quaker poet, 
Greenloaf Whittiei*.
On Hay 11, 1887, Jonathan Bailey and his vlfe, Rebecca, noved Into 
ranch house end became the first residents of Y.Mttior, Tnsir hour>9 VMS 
the first building in '*hittier. Four days later the first Q'aakar Heating 
in the new town vas held on the front porch. Aayons \.ho cared to attsnd 
vas velco.T.e. The Piclterlng Land and V/atar Cornoiny vas forced end tha 
election of officers held In the bara behind tho house. Jonath-a Tailoy 
vas ncEed first president. This houso vas the center of Whlttior's 
business, social and religious activities during the formative years. 
Bebocca planted here the first gardon in Vnittier. Kembai-a of the-facaily 
continued to live la and/or ova the house until 1973.
In 1973 the Vhittier Heritage Association vas formed to "Save the Eailoy 
House". The property vas purchased snd restored snd deeded to the- citizens 
of Whlttier on January 7, 1975> and renamed the Jonathan Bailey Rouse tnd 
Park, The development, restoration sad preservation of this first hcsa ii 
V/hlttier is one of -vaiittlep : s Bicentennial Projects. The Bicentennial 
flag is flovn in front of the Bailey House and the Whlttlep Logo used at 
the home, . .



'-ft x-161 ft x 105.93 ft x 208.55 ft 
Map sketch attached
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The property we are nominating lies' north of Camilla between Painter 
and Faviland Avenues at 13^21 E. Camilla St. within the boundries of 
the City of V.'hi ttier. The site is approximately 1^5 ft froa the 
corner of Camilla and Painter and is an irregular piece that is 
9^.67 ft. along Carsilla, 161 ft. on the west line, 105.93 ft. at the 
rear, and 203. 55- ft. on the east bound ry k
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January 11, 1977

Qr. Williara J. v-w 
Keeper of the Nat 
U. S. Department 
18th and C Strec-v. 
Washington, B.C.

Attention: CharIc 

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

V.'e subp.it Jonathan 
Register of Histor' 
in the 33rd Califo:

Sincerelv.


