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DESCRI3E THE PRESE?,

Original Appearance:

Jacob F, Gerkens filed a ¢
December 2, 1868, to 160 =
is now the Vhiittier area,
on the property. This was
20 ft, by 24 ft, Fe paid :
homestead ($234), See att-

Additions:

The land passed to R.M. To
(83000 for 640 acres inciu
closure to John ¥, Thomas '
two rooms were sdded to th
on the west side, This wi-
to make the room larger,
"by enclosing the parch.
heicht of those of the re
shed roof ¢onstruction,
struction, reminiscent of
g2 fireplace, 2nd a perch a«
by pepper trees ené acres ¢
Ranch“:

25 N7 0 cad

Present Appearance:

The house abppears today mu
Jonathan and Rebecca Zailc
Bailey extended the west s
simple freme house with a
wocden steps. The slopins
west sides, The back of t
and back step. The cveral
end the width is 26 feet.
condition., See attached I.
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DESCKIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Orizinal Appearancet

Jacob F. Gerkens filed a claim under the Homestead Law of 1862 on
December 2, 1868, to 160 acres (e quarter section of public land) in vhat
is now the .Wuittier area, Before this date he built a cabip of redwood
on the property. This was & simple framne structure with a loft above,

20 ft, by 2% ft,. Fe paid a 334 filing fee and 31,25 an acre for his
homestead (2234). See attached floor plan.

Additions:

The land passed to R.4. Town by Deed from Gerkens, March 25, 1370,
(83000 for 64%0 scres including the Formestead) and then through fore-
closurs %o John ¥, Themas in 1820.. A.covered porch all around and then
two rooms were zéded to the orizinal cabin, one on ths east and & wing
on the west side, This wing was evaatuzlly extended znd the roof raised
to make the room larger. The ¥itchen znd the back badrcom were £nlarged
"by enclosing the parch. Later th2 sloping ceilings were ralssd to the
heizht of those of the rest of the house, The additions werc of sloping
shed roof ¢cns%ruction., The house was a simple style of frame con-
striaction, reiiniscent of a midwest farmhouse, The house had six rooms,
2 fireplace, and a porch across the frent. The house was surreounded

by pepper trezs and acres of mustard and became known as "The Xustard
Ranch',

Present Appearance: : o

The house arpears today much as it did when it becaze the home of
Jorathan and Rebecca Bailey on May 11, 1837, At this time Jonathan
Bailey extended the west wing further and added a bathrcom. It is &
simple frame house with a coverzd porsh across the front with simple
wocden steps. The sloping shed roof additions are on the east and
west sides, The back of the hcuse is flush across with a rear door
and back step., The overall lenzth of the house is 49 feet 9 inches
and the width is 26 feet, Tt hac been restored and is in excellent
condition, See attached floor p.an.
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ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The Devalor
The structure vhich ve are nasin
is a simple ranch house of fraw.
clain under the 1852 Act of Ceo
the Seeral Sitates snd Territerd
Benefic of Azriculture and Yeon
fomestead on Decembar 2, 1848, &
he built a small radwood 2abia -
was planted on a portion of the
The land passed to R.H. Towa (M»
closure and sale at pudblic auct!
Paginning in 1873 Thomas had r:
acquired,. Thoxas uscd the land
Angeles, and when he came out to
house., Thomas acquired title tn
approxinmately 1259 acres in the
paid 24002, aeccrding to record.
The Thomas Ranch, cr Mustard Rec
rark for all crossing the widoe
the house, and this green patch
August 13, 1886, John M, Thomns
for £33,000, Yay 3, 1887, the 1
Land and Water Company for £59,%
ccraunity to be named Whittloer =
Greenlea? Vhittier.
On Mey 11, 1887, Jonathan Baileyv
ranch house &nd became the first
the first building in Whittier.
in the new town was held on the |
was welcome, The Pickering Land
election of officers held in the
was nrmed first president, This
business, social and religious s-
Rebecca planted here the first g.
continued to liva in and/or own t
In 1973 the Whittier Feritage As:
Fouse®, The property was purchas
of Whittier on January 7, 1975, ¢
Park, The development, restorati
¥hittier is one of VWhittier‘s Bic
flag is flown in front of the Pail
the home,
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STATUMENT OF SiGNiFiCANCE The DEVGIOFICﬂt of = City

The structnre which w2 are nominating for entry in the Matic
is & simpla ranch houze of frame constructisn, Jecoh F. Cer

-
claia under the 185 2t of Congzress (Min Act Donatiag Fubli
the Seeral Statas Tarxitories Whilch Moy Frovide Collozos
Benefic of Agzricult and ¥echanlezl Arts®) tn a one guzrtar

 Hemestead on Dzesat 1 for wnich he e, I
he tullt 2 £3all ro <zoln vith 2 loit
was plantzd eon a poriiocn of the 1and and
The lani-passzd to Rl Towa (Marca 25,
ciocure and sale &t pudblie zucilon Dzesub
Eaginninz in 1373 Theozas h ]
acquired,. Thoras used the
Angeles, and wvhan he csx
house, Themas scsulired
approxinataly 12959 =

{ ores in the ares &
paid 4002, accerdiag %to recorded desds, .
~ h Ve = k)
The Themas Ranch, cr Mustard Heach as it was also known, be
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August 13, 1886, Jonn ¥, Thomas sold “nis propariy to J. M1ils Eo:sl et &l

for 53?,000 Vay 3, 1387, the 1259 azcra capa rrpahe e ‘v tha Plaarinn
3,000, ¥ 337, Lt z acras were purchaced by the Flekering
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d 7 to be named Ynittier oft New England Qusker poet, Joh:
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ngn Za 1 W Rebsecn, noved iante
ranch house snd became the first recsidents or,Whittier: Thsir hous
the first tuilding in Whittier, Four days later the first Juakar
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was welcome, The Pickering Land and Watar Comnzny was forzed end
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was nemed first president, e

Tast This houso was the csnter of Wnittier's

Rui ness, social and religious sctivities durlng the formativa years,
ebacca planted here the first garden in Whittier, Membars of thefanily

continued to live in and/or owa the hcouse until 1973,

In 1973 the Whittier Heritage Association was formed to "Save the Bailey

House“.+ The property was purchased snd restored snd deecded to the citizsans
girﬁhit"ier on January 7, 1975, and renamed the Jonathan EBalley Fouse &nd

W The developmqpt, restoration sad preservation of this first hezes 1x
hittier is ons of ‘Wnittler‘s Bicentnnnial Projects, The Bigentennial

{ﬁaghis flown in front of the Bailey House and the Whittier Logo used at
¢ home, .
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The property we are nominating lies north of Cemilla between Painter
end Faviland avenues at 132%21 E, Camilla St, within the boundries of
the City of “hittier, The site is approximately 145 ft from the
corner of Csmilla and Painter and i1s an irrecular piece that 4s

9%.67 ft, elonz Cemilla, 161 ft, on the west line, 105,93 ft, at the
rezr, and 208,55.ft., on the east boundry.
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Jaruary 11, 1977

Dr. William J. V.
Keeper of the hat
U. S. Departmens
18th and C Stree:.
Washington, D.C.

Attention: Charl:
Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Ve submit Jonathan
Register of Histor:'

in the 33rd Califo:.
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Dr. Fnow YMellon
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