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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The campsite is located on the north bank of the Missouri River about 3/4 
of a mile upstream from the mouth of Slaughter River (now called Arrow 
Creek). The site is on a sagebrush and grass covered bench about 8 feet 
above the river level. About two dozen large cottonwood trees provide 
the only shelter along with 3 or 4 small Russian olive trees planted or 
escaped from a homestead about 3/4 mile upstream.

Many species of wildlife still thrive in the area. The cottonwoods on 
state-owned land have wire mesh screens around their trunks to prevent 
damage by the numerous beaver in the area. Other native wildlife still 
found in abundance in the vicinity are mule deer, antelope, otter, grouse, 
birds of prey, waterfowl and coyotes. The wolf, the elk, and the Audubon 
bighorn have long since been exterminated along with the buffalo.

The area surrounding the campsite is composed of rough broken hills covered 
with short grasses, yucca, and prickly pear cactus and is used primarily rn 
for cattle grazing. However, the bottomland less than 1/4 mile upstream of m 
the campsite was plowed in early June of 1974 and converted to a cornfield.

The Montana Department of Fish and Game purchased 42 acres surrounding 
the campsite in 1967 for use as a primitive boat access recreation area. 
A pole fence has been erected around the camp area to eliminate cattle 
trespass, and two latrines and a garbage pit were installed. Future plans 
call for maintaining the primitive character of the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This was one of the few campsites used by the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
on both their outward and return journeys. Many of their observations 
about the surrounding countryside could be repeated today as it has changed 
little over the 169 years since.

Of note is Lewis' observations on the climate—"The air of the open country 
is astonishingly dry as well as pure. I found by several experiments 
that a tablespoon full of water exposed to the air in a saucer would 
evaporate in 36 hours, . ."

In fact it was the weather that induced them to camp on their outward 
journey in this small grove of cottonwoods. "It began to rain and blow 
hard. . .", there was ". . .no timber for some distance above. . ." and 
the pine breaks had now given way to barren hills. The next morning 
(May 30) one of the party reported that there was snow intermixed with 
rain on the heights above the river. Despite the rain, they noticed 
that the Missouri River was now becoming much clearer than it had been 
downstream a few days past.

The expedition also made many notes on wildlife each time they camped 
here. A fresh buffalo kill downstream of over 100 animals induced them 
to call a nearby creek the Slaughter River.

Near this campsite the party killed a wolf, an elk, 2 beavers, and 
9 Audubon bighorn sheep.
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Thwaites, Reuben Gold, ed. Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark

Expedition, 1804-1-806. (15 V. E
94-96, Vol. V, Part 2, p. 229, A

•odd, 1904) Vol. II, Part 1, pp. 
±las maps 23-24.
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Lewis and Clark Camp at Slaughter River

10. Geographical Data (continued)

The exact location of the campsite was determined by 
interpreting the journals and accompanying atlases of the 
expedition as edited by Thwaites. No excavation has yet 
been attempted.

The courses and distances for May 29 were plotted to 
determine the campsite location. The atlas reference for 
that date also quite accurately depicts the campsite in 
relation to the bends in the river channel and its tribu 
taries.

The journal description of vegetation and topography 
aided greatly in pinpointing the site. It was described 
as a narrow bottom containing some cottonwood — the only 
timber for some distance. The site is located on a narrow 
bottom and does contain the only trees in the vicinity — 
a grove of cottonwoods and the remains of older trees.
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