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1 I Altered ^ Unaltered

(Check One)

I I Moved K! Origirsol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ilknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Except for the niamerous qtenges of the interior decor, 
the Brown palace appears much as it did in^the late nineteenth 
century. Construction on America's second'fireproof building 
began in earnest in 1889 after British financial support failed 
The gt^ctural frame was steel and iron, clad in terra cotta 
and supported upon a foundation of granite. The exterior 
facing was red granite and Arizona sandstone. The design of 
the building was triangular in plan; in order to utilize fully 
the triangular block bordered by Tremont Place, 17th Street 
and Broadway.

The Brown Palace was one of Denver's earliest skyscrapers, 
rising 10 stories from the street. It boasted 400 rooms and 
a lobby which rose to a height of eight floors. The walls of
the public rooms were faced with onyx from Coahuila, ^xico. 
The overall architectural motif is that of the Italian 
Renaissance. The hotel also maintained a reading library for 
its guests; an idea novel to that time. Water for hotel use 
came from wells drilled to a depth of 700'. These wells are 
still in use, although the hotel is also linked to the city 
water supply.

The architect , for the project was Frank E. Edbrooke of 
Chicago; the contractors were Giddes and Seerie. The sculptor 
of the twenty-six animal medallions which encircle the building 
was James Whitehpuse of Denver. The total cost, at the hotel's 
completion in 1892, came to $2,000,000. Of this amount,
Henry C. Brown, half owner of the hotel, put up approximately 
$1,600,000 for construction. The difference came from the 
co-owners, W. H. Bush and N. M. Tabor and was used to furnish 
the interior.

After changing hands a number of times, the hotel is now 
in the ownership of the Boettcher Foundation of Denver.

NOTE: Only the original, triangular structure is nominated 
for listing on the Register. The newer 
across the street, is not nominated.
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Except for the numerous hanges of the _!nterior decor, 
the Brown Palace appears much as it did in the late nineteenth 
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century. construction on America's second · fireproof building 
began in earnest in 1889 after British financial support failed 
The tructural frame was steel and iron, clad in terracotta - - ---and supported upon a-:foundation of granite. The exterior 
facin.g- wa-s--f-ed granite and Arizona sandstone. The design- of 
the building was triangula"rln l an· in order to utilize fully 
the triangular block bordered by Tremont Place, 17th Street 
and Broadway. 

The Brown Palace was one of Denver's earliest skyscrapers, 
rising 10 stories from the street. It boasted 400 rooms and 
a lobby which rose to a height of eight floors. Thew ls of 
the publ. oms~ ced with onyx from coahuila, Mexico. 
The overall architectural motif is that ~ the italian 
Renaissance. The hotel also maintained a reading l ibrary for 
its guests; an idea novel to that time. water for hotel use 
came from wells drilled to a depth of 700'. These wells are 
still in use, although the hotel is also linked to the city 
water supply. 

The archi~ect ,for the project was Frank E. Edbrooke of 
Chicago; the contractors were Giddes and Seerie. The sculptor 
of the twenty-six animal medallions which encircle the building 
was James Whitehous~ of Denver. The total cost, at the hotel's 
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completion - in 1892, came to $2,000,000. Of this amount, 
Henry c. arqwn, half owner of the hotel~ put up approximately 
$1,600,000 for construction. The difference came from the 
co-owners, w. H. Bush and N. M. Tabor and was used to furnish 
the interior. 

After changing hands a number of times, the hotel is now 
in the ownership of the Boettcher Founda~ion of Denver. 

NOTE: Only the original, triangular structure is nominated 
for listing on -t;.he Registe~ .- The newer 
across the street, is not nominated. 
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statement of significance

Begun in 1889 and completed in 1892, the Brown palace was
America's second fireproof building. It stood as an early 
Denver skyscraperandcost~Tt¥'“pr^oters $2,000,000. At the 
time, the Brown Palace was considered to be the finest of its
kind between Chicago and the Pacific coast.

Aside from its architecture and engineering achievements 
with stone and steel, the Palace's chief significance lies 
in its role as the social and cultural landmark of Denver. 
The success of the silver strikes in the nearby Rockies drew 
European and eastern financial interests to the Denver 
vicinity. These interests demanded more amenities than the
usual found in western towns. Thus the occurrence of the
opera houses, theatres, and grand hotels of the area.
Q

iThe Palace has seen such notables as President "Teddy" 
Rdsevelt, President and Mrs.' Woodrow Wilson’ahd Queen Marie 
of Romania. Dwight D. Eisenhower made the Brown Palace his 
campaign headquarters in 1952. After his jiresidential 
victory, the hotel became known as "Ike's summer White House."

Acts of great generousity and great tragedy have, taken place 
within the Palace. A Thanksgiving dinner for 1500 needy 
children was hosted by Simon Guggenheim in 1901. Two men 
were shot to death when they chanced to meet in the downstairs 
bar and quarreled over a third man's wife.

Today, the Brown palace still functions as Denver's leading 
hotel and social center. An author once wrote, "The story of 
Greece is in its temples; that of America is in its hotels." 
The growth of Denver and Colorado is reflected in the Brown 
Palace in much the same manner.
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Begun in 1889 and completed in 1892, the Brown Palace was 
America 1 s ~cond fireproof building. It stood as an early ~~ 
Denver skyscraper and cost i ts promoters $2,000,000. At the 
time, the Brown Palace was considered to be the finest of its 

kind between Chicago and the Pacific coast. 

Aside from its architecture and engineering achievements 
with stone and steel, the Palace 1 s chief significance lies 

in its role as the social and cultural landmark of Denver. 
The success of the silver strikes in th~ nearby_RQ£_kies drew 
European and eastern financial interests to the Denver 
vicinity. These interests demanded more amenities than the 
usual found in western towns. Thus the occurrence of the 
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opera houses, theatres, and grand hotels of tbe area. 

O The Palace has ,~~;~ such ~~o~abl~~ ··a:~--·Presid~~t' "Teddy" 

R isevel t, President and Mrs. -woodr6w Wi! son - and Queen Marie 
of Romania. pwight D. Eisenhower made the Brown Palace his 
campaign headq~arter's in 1952. After his p r ~s{c:fential 
victory, the hotel became known as "Ike 1 s summer White House. 11 

Acts of great generousity and great tragedy have_ taken place 
within the Palace. A Thanksgiving dinner for 1500 needy 

children was hosted by Simon Guggenheim in 1901. Two men 
were shot to death when they chanced to meet in the downstairs 
bar and quarreled over a third man 1 s wife. 

Today, the Brown Palace still functions as Denver 1 s leading 
hotel and social center. An author once wrote, "The story of 

Greece is in its temples; that of America is in its hotels. " 

The growth of Denver and Colorado is reflected in the Brown 

Palace in much the same manner. 
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Brown Palace Hotel (NRIS 70000157, SDV.110): Additional Documentation 

32117th Street (17th and Tremont Place), Denver 

The Brown Palace Hotel was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 28, 1970 under 

Criterion C for its architectural and engineering significance as well as its role in Denver's cultural 

development. Begun in 1889 and completed in 1892 for two million dollars, the building, designed by 

architect Frank E. Edbrooke, is described in the nomination as America's second fireproof building. The 

hotel's location as a pole for social activity is further described in the 2004 Historic Resources of 

Downtown Denver National Register Multiple Property Documentation Form. 

Through History Colorado's Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation's (OAHP) Heritage 

Diversity Initiative, it has recently become aware that the Brown Palace holds additional significance to 

Chinese visitors as well as the Chinese-American community for its association with Sun Yat-sen. 

Therefore, OAHP submits additional documentation to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic 

Places with the National Park Service to recognize this association. The nomination amendment does not 

propose a change in boundary. This amendment seeks to recognize an underrepresented aspect of 

Colorado's history, Ethnic Heritage: Asian at the local level of significance for the year 1911. 
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Sun Yat-sen: Father of the Chinese Revolution 

Sun Yat-sen (November 12, 1866-1925) is known as the father of modern China and was the leader of 
the Chinese Nationalist Party. As a young man, he lived with his brother in Hawai’i from 1879 to 1883, 
attending the ‘Iolani School in Honolulu, where he became fluent in English and first learned about 
democratic political principles. Sun enrolled in medical school in Hong Kong in 1887, but held 
revolutionary and anarchist ideals since his return from Hawai’i. Historian Allen F. Damon has 
documented Sun’s interest in Christianity, the French revolution, and Darwinism. Beginning in 1894 
after his return to Hawai’i, Sun Yat-sen spoke internationally to raise money to fund an eventual 
overthrow of the Manchus of Ch’ing dynasty.1 He established the Xingzhongui (Revive China Society) 
in Honolulu, his first revolutionary organization.2 Sun ultimately developed what he referred to as: 
“Three People’s Principles, which became the revolution’s guiding light. These principles were: 
nationalism, democracy, and socialism. Sun saw these as the cure to China’s ills. In practical terms, they 
translated into three goals: the overthrow of the Manchus, the establishment of a republic, and an 
equitable economy based on socialism.”3 His political attitudes included Western ideals, but not the 
embrace of capitalism, as he feared resulting inequality and poverty.  

Sun Yat-sen’s 1911 Fundraising Trip to Denver 

As part of two teams of a revolutionary treasury fundraising effort across the United States that began 
on September 2, Sun Yat-sen arrived in Denver at the Brown Palace on Tuesday, October 10, 1911: 
“Sun Yat-sen and Wong Won-Su took the northern route while the other team, consisting of Jung Oi 
Wong and C.S. Yook, traversed [the] southern United States.”4 Although Sinophobia was a particularly 
common attitude in the Western U.S., and Chinese immigrants were required to carry certificates of 
residence (the first immigrant group to be required as such), Sun apparently traveled unimpeded.5 

While resting in room 321at the Brown Palace on October 11 or 12 (accounts vary), he read in the Rocky 

                                                 
1 For a detailed history, see Allen F. Damon, “Financing Revolution: Sun Yat-sen and the Overthrow of the Ch’ing 
Dynasty,” The Hawaiian Journal of History 25 (1991): 161-186.  
2 Him Mark Lai, “A Memorable Day 70 Years Ago [Part 1],” Bulletin: Chinese Historical Society of America (Oct/Nov 
1981).  
3 Damon 166.  
4 “Sun Yat-sen’s 1911 Tour of America,” Chinese Historical Society of America, https://chsa.org/exhibits/online-
exhibits/sun-yat-sen-an-american-legacy/sun-yat-sens-1911-tour-of-america/ (accessed 3 Jul 2017). 
5 William Wei, Asians in Colorado: a History of Persecution and Perseverance in the Centennial State (2016): 144-145. 
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Mountain News of the overthrow of the Ch’ing Dynasty and exploding revolution that began on October 
10.6 The Ch’ing or Qing Dynasty ruled China beginning in 1644.  

According to historian John Yee,  

“You need money to finance a revolution,” said Yee. “Sun Yat-sen knew Denver’s Chinatown was 
filled with hard-working successful Chinese people who would help.” Yee calls Sun China’s 
“George Washington” (…) Yee said the 1911 Revolution, which started with an uprising in 
Wuchang, central China’s Hubei Province, is a source of great pride and historical lore for the 
Chinese people, just like Revere’s famous ride.7 

Sun Yat-sen departed immediately to China via Europe, where he was elected Provisional President of 
the new Republic of China on December 29, 1911.   

By Saturday, October 14, 1911, Rocky Mountain News declared: “Rebels Proclaim China Republic; 
President Called From Denver; Old Manchu Dynasty Near End.” The article went on to state:  

Dr. Sun Yat Sen, who is to be elected president of the new Chinese republic, proclaimed yesterday 
was a secret visitor in Denver, leaving this city Wednesday night for the East, supposedly on secret 
advices from revolutionary leaders in China. Dr. Sen raised $500 among his countrymen here for the 
revolutionary cause. He addressed a meeting of the local Chinese secret society in Chinatown, in 
which he declared the emperor must be assassinated and the mandarins either slain or driven forever 
out of China… 

Sun Yat Sen, revolutionary leader of the Chinese empire and the man upon whose shoulders the 
responsibilities of the president of the proposed new republic will devolve, should the insurrection 
be successful, left Denver Wednesday night after a twenty-four hours visit in the city. He is touring 
the United States in [sic] behalf of the revolution. He is sometimes known as Dr. Sun Mun, but Sun 
Yat Sen is his correct name. 
 
His stay in Denver was brief though momentous. During the twenty-four hours which he spent here 
he was hailed by the Gee Gong Jung tong, the secret society which he represents, as not only the 
liberator of his people, but the future president of the Chinese republic. The news that the San 
Francisco members of the society, which is promulgating the revolution, had selected R. Sun Mun as 
president of the future republic was not made known generally in Denver until yesterday, though 

                                                 
6 Some sources indicate October 11, rather than October 12, such as “Fan Orders For Chinese Stamps Soar,” Rocky 
Mountain News (4 Jul 1942): 5. However, the only Rocky Mountain News feature on October 11 was a short notice on p. 12 
entitled “Chinese Rebels Beheaded.” The cover page on 12 Oct 1911 was “China Revolt Death Threat to Dynasty” 
(continued on page 3). The latter article details the failed uprising in Wu Chang from the Monday before, which resulted in 
the beheading of four revolutionary prisoners. By October 13, Rocky Mountain News published “Seize Chinese Empire 
Declare Republic, Rebel Move: Dr. Sen, Noted Exile and Leader of Anti-Manchu Party, to Be President.”  
7 Peter Mertz, “Spotlight: Sun Yat-sen in U.S. city of Denver at start of 1911 Revolution,” Xinhau (12 Nov 2011). 
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some of the members of the organization here were already aware of the fact.8  
 

The research of historians Marie-Claire Bergère and Janet Lloyd notes that Sun Yat-sen had received a 
coded telegram from Huang Xing, but he was not immediately able to read it, not having his secret code 
key with him at the moment. He instead read the news in the paper. 
 

In 1911, Sun Yat-sen, in Denver, rushed to buy a ticket for New York and London. A surprising 
reaction. Sun Yat-sen has himself offered an explanation in his Autobiography: “In twenty days I 
could land in Shanghai and take part in the revolutionary struggle, but at that point the diplomatic 
front was more important to us than the firing line. I therefore resolved to address myself to matters 
of a diplomatic order.” Sun Yat-sen sensed, with reason, that the attitude of the foreign powers 
would be crucial. Their neutrality could ensure the success of the revolution. Their active help and 
financial support would be trump cards in the struggle for power… 
 
In London, where he arrived on October 20, Sun Yat-sen was reunited with old friends Dr. Cantlie 
and his wife. He also met up with Homer Lea. In spite of the collapse of his great plan for subverting 
the imperial regime, the American adventurer had decided to place his skills as a general at the 
service of Sun, who was thus presented with his “Lafayette.” At any rate, Lea appears to have taken 
an active part in Sun’s attempts to raise financial and diplomatic help for the nascent Chinese 
Republic. 
 
Homer Lea acted as intermediary in contacting the representatives of the International Banking 
Consortium, suggesting that they should divert the funds destined for the Manchu dynasty to the 
future Republic. Lea also, through the mediation of Sir Trevor Dawson (of the Vickers, Sons and 
Maxim Company, which hoped to receive orders for arms once Sun had become “President of the 
United States of China”), arranged for a memorandum to be submitted to the Foreign Office 
proposing an alliance between Sun Yat-sen on the one hand and Great Britain and the United States 
on the other….9 
 

Historian Lyon Sharman corroborated this account, stating that Sun Yat-sen clearly had not anticipated a 
telegram, having packed his code book in a trunk that had been sent ahead:  
 

Not able to read the cable he put it aside. When he reached Denver a fortnight later, he deciphered 
the message and found it to be a request for the remittance of money, and a statement that the 
Wuchang revolutionists were ready to rise. He decided to have a night’s sleep before answering and 
he took a long one—until eleven o’clock the next day. On his way to a restaurant for breakfast he 

                                                 
8 “Rebels Proclaim China Republic; President Called From Denver; Old Manchu Dynasty Near End,” Rocky Mountain News 
(14 Oct 1911): 2. Note that Sun Yat-sen was also the founder of Gee Gong Jung Tong in 1896.  
9 Marie-Claude Bergère and Janet Lloyd, Sun Yat-sen (Stanford University Press, 1998) 207-208. Regarding the meaning of 
the term Lafayette in the context of Sun’s political evolution, see Damon 167.  
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bought a morning paper and read the headlines: “Wuchang occupied by revolutionists.” After the 
long series of ten miserable failures such news must have been exciting.10 
 

The fundraising tour, meanwhile, raised more than $140,000 in contemporary (1911) U.S. dollars by the 
end of 1911. Sun arrived back to China on December 25, 1911 and was elected provisional president of 
the Republic of China four days later, although he resigned on February 14, 1912 in favor of Yuan 
Shikai. A period of exile followed. Sun only returned to power in 1923, prior to his death on March 12, 
1925. Sun Yat-sen remains known as the Father of the Nation, or the Father of the Republic of China, 
and he is widely depicted throughout Chinese popular and administrative culture.  

A 1942 account details Sun Yat-sen’s 1911 visit and the commemorative U.S. stamp issued in 1942:  
 

A small, dark, bespectacled man stood on the stage of the old Chinese Theatre on Market Street [in 
Denver] and made an impassioned plea for funds to help free his countrymen from the Manchu 
dynasty. On that October day in 1911, the Chinese residents of Denver raised $500 for Dr. Sun Yat 
Sen, their distinguished speaker. On October 14, the telegraph wires of the nation hummed with the 
news the Revolution had broken. A Republic was proclaimed! Half a million revolutionists marched 
through Pekin! Heads were rolling in the streets! And the American-born Chinese in the black suit 
and derby hat was slated to be the first President of the new Republic!  
 
When news of the Revolution broke in the Saturday papers, the discovery that Dr. Sun Yat Sen had 
been in the city came as a complete surprise to most Denver citizens. The statesman-philosopher had 
come secretly on Tuesday and was gone twenty-four hours later.  
 
Years later, because of the coincidence of the Revolution and Dr. Sun Yat Sen 's visit here, Denver 
was chosen as the point for initial sale of the special five-cent postage stamp issued July 7, 1942, to 
commemorate China's five-year resistance to Japanese aggression.  
 
This was Denver's first ''first day cover sale,'' and it was record breaking. James I. Bell, philatelic 
agent for the post office department in Washington, took charge and announced almost 400,000 
stamps were disposed of to stamp collectors from all over the nation. A special canceling machine 
was set up in the Denver office to provide the first day cancellation. When the original supply of 
$17,500 worth was sold out, another 100,000 stamps were flown here from Washington.  
 
The first officially issued and canceled stamp was on a letter sent to Generalissimo Chiang Kai 
Shek. The first sheet was sold to Dr. Chang Lok Chen, Chinese consul general from Chicago.  
 
The five-cent stamp is blue, nearly an inch by one and one-half inches, carries oval portraits of 

                                                 
10 Lyon Sharman, Sun Yat-sen: His Life and Its Meaning—A Critical Biography (Stanford University Press, 1968) 128.  
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President Lincoln and Dr. Sun Yat Sen. Between the portraits is a contour map of China, on the 
lower edge of which is superimposed the Chinese national symbol, a design of the sun with 
triangular rays. Inside the sun are the dates, July 7, 1937, and July 7, 1942, and four Chinese 
characters meaning "fight the war and build the country." Under the portrait of Lincoln is the famous 
Gettysburg "of the people, by the people and for the people.”11 
 

Because of its association with Sun Yat-sen, the Brown Palace has ongoing cultural significance in 
China as well as to Chinese Americans.12 Room 321 is now used for conferences purposes, rather than 
as lodgings, but, visitors internationally continue to request to see the original guest ledger showing his 
sign-in to the hotel. Hotel historian Debra Faulkner recounted to OAHP Koch Fellow intern Mary 
O’Neil that Chinese guests are often very emotional visiting the room and bear small gifts to present to 
the hotel: “One woman even burst into tears, and expressed how because of this man, her feet weren’t 
bound.”13 
 
The historian Allen Damon summarized Sun’s fundamental significance to the Chinese revolution as 
follows:  
 

…Sun played an indispensable role in this drama. Ideologically, he contributed the Three People’s 
Principles and was the first to express the notion of a republic for China. It was his leadership and 
organization that coalesced the secret societies and other small revolutionary groups into the united 
front of the T’ung-meng-hui. And he personally spearheaded the revolutionary financing effort that 
funded most of the propaganda and armed revolts against the dynasty. Sun, in essence, injected the 
catalyst into the movement that eventually brought down the dynasty.14 
 

Integrity 
 
Room 321 originally had two bedrooms and a parlor at the time of Sun Yat-sen’s stay. However, it was 
renamed the Coronet Room during World War II, serving as an Officers’ Club.15 The Coronet Room 

                                                 
11 Hazel C. Arnold, “Sun Yat Sen in Denver,” Colorado Magazine 19.5 (1942): 197-198. Of note, in 1961 another 
commemorative stamp was issued with Sun Yat-sen featured, that of the Anniversary Republic of China 4-cent stamp. See 
Cheryl R. Ganz, “Sun Yat-sen on U.S. Postage Stamps,” Smithsonian National Postal Museum, 
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/collections/object-spotlight/sun-yat-sen.html (2014, accessed 3 Jul 2017). Note Sun was not 
American born, but acquired papers attesting a Hawaiian birth for the purposes of facilitating travel to the United States and 
internationally for fundraising purposes.  
12 Bruce Finley, “Envoy: Taiwan set to fight,” The Denver Post (14 Aug 1999). This significance was further signaled to the 
staff at History Colorado’s Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation via the Heritage Diversity Initiative mapping 
project.  
13 Personal communication Debra Faulkner, hotel historian, to Mary O’Neil, July 2017. 
14 Damon 182. 
15 Personal communication Debra Faulkner, hotel historian, to Mary O’Neil, July 2017.  
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remains available as a meeting space at the hotel.16 The Brown Palace itself is well-preserved and 
maintains a high degree of integrity of feeling, setting, association, materials, workmanship, location, 
and design. In 1996, the hotel received a $5000 Colorado State Historical Fund grant for façade and 
window restoration.  
 
Additional documentation submitted by Astrid Liverman, Ph.D., National and State Register 
Coordinator, Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, History Colorado. 
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Figure 2. Hotel register from October 10, 1911, showing signatures of Sun Yat-sen and W.S. Wong as 
the last entries for the day. Source: Debra Faulkner, Brown Palace Hotel. 
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1201 Eye Street, NW, 8th Floor (MS 2280) 
Washington, D.C. 20005-5905 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

We are pleased to submit for your review the enclosed National Register of Historic Places 
nomination amendment (additional documentation) for the Brown Palace Hotel (5DV.110) in 
Denver County, Colorado. 

The Colorado Historic Preservation Review Board reviewed the nomination amendment at its 
meeting on September 15, 201 7. The board voted unanimously to recommend to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer that the amendment met the criteria for listing in the National 
Register. 

The enclosed disk contains the true and correct copy of the nomination amendment for the 
Brown Palace Hotel to the National Register of Historic Places. 

We look forward to the formal listing of this property. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me by phone at 303-866-4683 or by email at erika.warzel@state.co.us. 

Sincerely, 

Erika Warzel 
National and State Register Historian 
(303) 866-4683 
erika.warzel@state.co. us 
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