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1. Name

higoric  Durfee-Carr Osbom House
adlor common. Qsbom House (preferred)
2. Location

dreat & numljer 456 Rock Street not for publication
aty,tomn Fall River vicinity of congressional district 10th
3. Ciassiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X bullding(s) y private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational A private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object In process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

nane John Gacher § Federico Santi

drest & numbe 456 Rodk Street

city, town Fall River vicinity of state  Massachusetts

5. Location off Legal Description
Fall River Registry of Deads

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.
dre & nurba 441 N. Main Street book 1201 pages 91-93
city, town Fall River dae Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of _ _
ANA the mTMinnwRA th #°60Q has this property bean determined deglble? yes no

date 1979 federal state county local
depogtory for svey records Massachusetts Historical Commisson

city,town  Boston sate M assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excejlept, * deteriorated unal tered _X_ original site

X good " * ruins y altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Durfee-Carr-GCsbomHuse occupies a | ot at the southwest coner of Rock and Maple Streets
in "the Hill" section of Fall River. An elaborate exanple of Geek Revival stylearchitecture,
the house i s n@de up of a three-story main house and one-and-one-half story rear ell,

both of wooden construction.

The nmain house is nearly square inplan (45 X 50') with four interior end-wall chi meys.

The structure rises froma foundation of hanmered granite ashlar to a low hiB roof. All elev-
ations are faced with natched boarding, the horizontal joints of which have been scored.

The coners of the nain house are franed by Doric pilasterswhich support a wide frieze and

a dentilled com ce. First and second story w ndows consist of &6 sash set in plain surrounds,
except for the first story wndows of the facade (south elevation) which contain floor-to-

ceill n? 69 sash. Centered on the roof of the main house i s an octagonal cupola, each

face of which contains a four-pane casenent w ndow The cupola i s enclosed by a nearly

flat roof, which projects far out over the body of the cupola to forma dees com ce.

The facade (south elevation) is perpendicular to Rock Street and is approached froma
circular driveway. |tis symetrical, having at itscenter a nonunental Corinthinian

portico of three bays' length and one bay's depth. WMere this porticois joined to the f
facade, i tis supported by Doric pilasters. Set behind the |oort|co‘s center bay, the 1
house' s nai n entrY is framed by Doric pilastersand an entablature. Standing in antis f
are two fluted colums with acanthus and pal mleaf capitals. The door itself, is surrounded by

rectangul ar sidelightsand a rectangular transom Fenestration of the facade consists of
four wndows at the first story and five at the second.

The east elevation faces RMok Street and "céntains four evenly spaced w ndows at both the

first and second stories. Set inthe frieze of the entablature are four three-pane |ights,
each of which is conceal ed by. an "ornate grille. Set out fromthe northeast coner of the *,
main house i s a one-story entry bay which is framed by Doric pilasters supporting an
entablature. O the east face of this bay is a two-panel door franed by rectangular side-
lights and a transom

The west el evation of the main house resenbl es the east elevationwth the addition of a
first story porch, one small oval w ndowat the second story and the lack of grilles on third
story wndows. The porch is four bays long and one bay deep, franed by Doric pilasters

whi ch Sllj)||oporkt an entablature. Above the com ce is a solid parapet with a projecting

center bl ock.

The north elevation of the main house i s asymetrically arranged, due to itsconnectionto
the rear ell.

The rear ell consists of a rectangular-plan, hip roofed pavilionjoined to the main house by -a
narrow connector with a lowpitched roof. Although the ell contains two stories, its height
Is equal to only one-and-one-half stories of the main house. The ell rests on a granite
foundation and 1s covered with clapboarding. Exterior trimconsists of w de conmer boards,

a Wi de, undecorated entablature and shallow noul dings at the heads of first story w ndows.
Sash throughout is 66 for first story wndows and single sliding Iights of six panes each

for second story w ndows. Fenestration of the ell varies by elevation.

Alterations to the house's exterior are mnor, consisting of the glazing of the west porch and
the renoval of a solid parapet fromthe main hoiise.



8B SigniffiCanCcCe ANAN osbom House, Fan River

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X _architecture~”jeducation military social/
1700-1799 art > AV -+N?2P9>ANIAYG music humanitarian
X, 1800-1899 commerce"'"" . lexploration/se”*lement philosophy theater
1900- communlcatfons ' 2L Industry politics/government transportation
Invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1843 Builder/Architect Ruggell Warren nf ProvidenrP” arrhitPrt

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Durfee- Carr-Gsbom House possesses integrity of location, design, setting
and materials aswell ashistorical associations with several of Fall Rver's
| eadi ng nineteenth-century industrialists and with the establishment of "the Hill"
as awealthy residential district during the md-nineteenth century.

Qe of three houses desi gned by Russel | Wrren andbuilt for neners of the
Borden-Durfee famly inthearly 1840's, the Durfee-Carr-GsbomHouse i s the |ast
of the three extant andrenmains Fall River's nost el aborate exampe of G eek
Revival architecture. As one of the first houses built on"the Hill" (referredto
as "the Hghlands") overlooking Fall River's center, the Durfee-Carr-CGsbomHuse
was sited sothat 1tsfacade faced aterraced [awn and, nore distantly. Fall Rver
center andM. Hope Bay. At present, the house renains innearly original condition,
both inside and out.

The house's original owner, for whomit was designed, was Joseph Durfee, whose
descendants occi pied the Froperty until 1951. Durfee was a founder of Fall Rver's
Massasoit and Vénsutta Mills; inaddition, he served on the boards of directors of
other local mlls andas a director of the Borden Mning (. of.Pennsylvania.
Following Durfee's death in 1848, the house passed into the possession of his
daughter, Elizabeth, andher husband, Wl liamCarr, who occiroiedthe property for
nore that fifty years. After 1880, the house was al so occigied by the Carr's
daughter and her husband, Janes Gsbom Gsbomwas promnent inthe Cty's textile
industry during its nost prosEerous period. OCsbomserved as president of the
GsbomMi | 1's, adirector of the Ganite Mlls, treasurer of the Anerican Linen
(1896-1898) and treasurer of the Merchant's Manufacturing Oonﬁan%/; the latter two
firms oaned the city's biggest mlls. After Gsboms death the house was occupied by
his daughter, Elizabeth and her husband, Leeds Burchard.

In 1951, thehoiisewas sold and converted toafaari sh house for the adjacent
Preshyterian Church. In 1977, the property was sold to its current owiers who con-
verted it back to asingle-famly residence. The house is currently being restored
based, i npart, onthe Durfee-Carr-GCsbomfam |y photographs and on sone ori gi nal
furni shings whi ch have been found in storage intlie house.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Frank Wl cott Hutt (Editor)

A History of Bristol County Massachusetts

Lew s Historical Publishing Gonpany 1924

volune [l pp. 159-160 (conti nued)

10. Geographical Data (M1 HOT TOFIFD

Acreage of nominated property "3 ocAXLi) /\

Quadrangle name Fall River - TEm mmangle scale 1;24000
Omaa
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Verbal boundary description and justification Jiin - f>kyi

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state oode county oode
11. Form Prepared By

John Gacher
namefite Brian Pfeiffer, Consultant with Fredrico Santi
organization Massachusetts Historical Commisson date November 1979
dregt & numba 294 Washington St. telephone  (617)727-8470
city or town Boston state  MBSSachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by-the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director
title Massachusetts Historical Conmssion date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property Is included In the National Register

date
Keeper of Mie National Register
Attest:  foXwcl AANT) date
CMef-<>fmgletratinn

GPO 938 835
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U.S. OePARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERrrfAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT

TIME OF CALL

1. CALL H/ TO; PROM (Mmmf) 2. AOOREIS (Tat. No. U naadrnd)

MA. sHfd/)

». SUBJECT, PROJECT NO.. ETC.

C5. MA.

4. DETAILS OP DISCUSSION

7o\} cjr4wArN (N uaalas X|Uila A coil

NAMIBbP PERSON P« ACINtt/RECEI VINA CALL TITLE OFFICE

FHR-8-227
June 1978

SO

4 >€Inc
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REE STER

STATE MASSACHEETTS

Date Entered

Neune

Gsbor n House.

Al'so Notified

Honorabl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy
Honor abl e Margaret M Heckl er

NR Byers/bjr 4/ 9/ 80

o~ For further information, please call

4 1K)

Location

Fal |
Sristol

River
Count y

state Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owskl

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

the National Register at (202)343-6401.



