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1 . Name of Property 
Est< historic name ts tey Tavern 

other names/site number N /A 

2. Location 
street & number Central Square /fi^l not for publication 

city, town Middleton vicinity 
state Massachusetts code 025 county E s s e x code 009 zip code 01949 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

DC private 

I I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

f X l building(s) 

I I district 

I I site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

_ J 
Noncontributing 

0 buildings 

sites 
structures 

objects 

n Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register Q 

4 . S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

^3nomina t ion CZl request for determination of eligibility meets tfie documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set fortfi in 36 CFR Part 60. 

in my opin/on, /the property 1 3 njeeta L U does not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation sheet. , 

Signature of certifying official Execut iveWrector ' , Massachusetts H is to r i ca l  
Commission, State H is to r ic Preservation Of f icer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Parle Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify tfiat this property is: 

I Wen te red in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

CH determined eligible for ttie National 

Register. CH See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for tfie 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

I I other, (explain:) 

S ignature of the Keeper Date of Action 



F«:tPy Tavprn, Middleton. Massachusetts 
6. Funct ion or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

nn i i iP5 ; t i r -Ho te1 
Sonial-Meeting Hall 
nommerce/Trade-Livery 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade-bus i ness 
Commerce/Trade-professional 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

CoIonial-Georgian 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Stone-Granite 
walls Wood-weatherboard 

roof Wood-shingle 
other Brick 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
The Estey Tavern, Middleton, stands at the northeast corner of State Routes 62 
(Maple Street) and 114 (South Main Street) south of Central Street, 
Middleton's busiest crossroads. I ts context, excepting the substantial 
Romanesque Revival F l in t Library across South Main Street, consists of 
modestly scaled 20th century commercial buildings. Bui l t in 1753, i t is a 2 
1/2 story Georgian building, r is ing from a rubblestone and granite ashlar 
foundation and enclosed by a wood-shingled-gable roof. The tavern is sheathed 
in clapboards and has two ta l l brick center chimneys flanking the ridgeline. 
Twelve-over-twelve wood replacement sash exist throughout, and are flanked by 
louvered wooden shutters. The building has received two additions, namely a 
rear leanto, which appears to Incorporate a small dwelling that may date to 
the 17th century, and a "Beverly jog" at the northeast corner (date unknown). 
The north facade of the Beverly jog is sheathed In wood shingle. 

The principal facade on the west elevation of the building, as well as the 
south elevation. Is symmetrically arranged around a central-wood-panelled 
entry with an enclosed porch set within a pedimented surround and sidel ights, 
oval sidelights on the south elevation and a vertical column of four l ights on 
the west elevation. Eight over eight windows are located on the second f loor 
above the central entries. A boxed wooden cornice extends across the head of 
the second story. A pair of 6/9 windows exist at the th i rd story with a 
single 6/6 a t t ic window in the gable peak. Attached to the east side is a 
saltbox roof leanto with a multi l i gh t entry and a 12/12 window on the south 
elevation. A 1/1 window is located In the peak of the leanto. The building's 
east elevation consists of an exposed basement and the leanto. Two pairs of 
six l igh t windows and two 6/9 windows exist on thef i rs t f loor of the leanto. 
A 6/6 window 1s located at basement street level . Projecting from the 
northeast corner of the building Is a 1 1/2 story "Beverly jog" with a multi 
l i gh t entry and two 6/6 windows, one located above the entry, another to the 
l e f t of the entry. The north elevation of the Beverly jog contains an 8/8 
window. 

The principal portion of the building, whose framing suggests separate 
construction, may have incorporated a pre-existing building, the Way House, 

f j^ l See continuation sheet 
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Into the tavern at the time of I t s construct ion i j i 1753. The plan of the 
tavern Is four-square, bisected by two axial center hallways with three rooms 
located In the leanto. 

The four major corner rooms on the f i r s t f l oo r re ta in or ig ina l raised f i e l d 
panel l ing on the f i rep lace w a l l . The northeast par lor also retains 
wainscott ing. Parlor ce i l ings feature boxed beams in opposing d i rect ions on 
the east and west sides of the main bu i ld ing . 

An unusual feature of the f i r s t f l oo r Is a br ick chimney arch opposite the 
western entry large enough to walk through. Access to the second f l oo r i s now 
gained by two non-original stairways at opposite ends of the north-south 
hallway. 

The added leanto current ly contains three o f f i c e s , the most s i gn i f i can t 
o r ig ina l feature being a very large early f i rep lace that s t i l l reta ins i t s 
cooking crane. D i rec t ly below th i s f i r ep lace , in the basement, 1s an even 
larger f i rep lace with a beehive oven. 

The second story has more modest woodwork, with the exception of impressive 
raised f i e l d panel l ing that covers the en t i re f i rep lace wall In the northwest 
bedroom. One of the best-known features of the tavern i s a surviv ing shallow 
barre l -vaul ted ballroom c e l l i n g running across the en t i re southern section of 
the main bu i ld ing 's second story (now divided in to two o f f i ces and a 
hal lway). The vaulted ballroom c e l l i n g protrudes Into the a t t i c requir ing a 
raised f l oo r over I t s southern sect ion. Off ices have been b u i l t in the a t t i c , 
leaving the roof ing system exposed. 

The ce l l a r has been f in ished fo r o f f i c e use. I t s early features Include a 
rubble stone chimney base below the northern port ion of the leanto, reputed to 
be part of the Way House, which predated the tavern, and two massive arched 
br ick bases that support the main s t ruc tu re 's chimneys. 

The tavern has recently undergone a certified historic rehabilitation, 
converting i t to offices and restoring much of the original plan. Numerous 
inappropriate alterations had been made during the 1950s when the building was 
converted to apartments. At that time many interior partitions were added, 
including bathrooms blocking the hallways. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i t 1s 
likely that sites are present. Two prehistoric sites have been recorded in 
the general area (within one mile). This factor plus the physical 
characteristics of the property, a well-drained terrace overlooking a 
tributary stream of the Ipswich River, would have made this an attractive area 
for native subsistence and settlement activities. The Ipswich River lies 
within one mile of the property and 1s a known focus of native settlement. A 
high potential exists for locating historic archaeological remains on the 
property. Occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) dating 
to the 18th century and later likely survive associated with use of the 
tavern. No evidence exists for outbuildings associated with the tavern, 
however, a 19th century post office may have existed at the extreme 
northeasterly corner of the lot. Archaeological survivals also likely exist 
for a Way House which pre-dated the tavern at the site. A 17th century stone 
chimney base and chamfered beams In the tavern basement are believed to be 
surviving evidence of the Way House. While some regrading of land surfaces 
surrounding the tavern was made during rehabilitation, most soils on the 
property are believed to be intact. 



Fctpy Tavprn, Middleton. Massachusetts Estpy 
8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally CH statewide [xl locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria E A C J B [2QC I |D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A C J B CHC CHD CHE CHF I IG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1753-189̂  1753 
Commerce 

Cultural Affiliation ultura 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
The Estey Tavern, Middleton, reta ins i n t eg r i t y of l oca t ion , design, mater ia ls , 
workmanship, and associat ion. The property holds h i s to r i ca l associations with 
Middleton's ea r l i e s t commercial development and Is s i gn i f i can t as an excel lent 
example of a Georgian s ty le tavern. B u i l t i n 1753, i t achieves arch i tectura l 
s igni f icance as one of the ea r l i e s t and most substantial bui ldings surviv ing 
in Middleton, and i s the town's only remaining commercial bu i ld ing of the 18th 
century. Estey Tavern retains numerous early elements. Including center 
ent r ies set in enclosed porches, a pedimented surround, and an i n t e r i o r 
re ta in ing much raised panel l ing, a barre l -vaul ted ce i l i ng at the second s tory , 
large f i rep laces with t he i r o r ig ina l equipment, and a beehive oven. The 
bui ld ing thus f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H is tor ic 
Places on the local l e v e l . 

Middleton i s a town located in the central port ion of Essex County along i t s 
western border. Before i t s incorporat ion in 1728, Middleton was part of the 
towns of Andover, Boxford, Salem, and Topsf ie ld . Altered boundaries were 
established in 1904 and again in 1936. Or ig ina l ly Inhabited by members of the 
Pawtucket or Penacook group, Middleton's European settlement began in the 
m1d-17th century when there was a small and scattered coiranunity of farmers in 
the area. 

According to the Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission Reconnaissance Report: 
Dispersed farmsteads continued to characterize most Middleton settlement 
throughout the Colonial Period (1675-1775). While a concentrated v i l l age 
was not ye t present. Increases in Colonial period settlement and 
t ransportat ion routes were focusing v i l l age development in the area around 
W i l l ' s H i l l . . . . Agr icu l ture and husbandry continued to characterize 
most aspects of Middleton's economic base throughout the Colonial per iod. 

Numerous g r i s t and sawmills existed from the ear ly 18th century inc lud ing: the 
Thomas Fu l le r Sawmill, located on a brook f lowing from Middleton Pond; the 
Nicholas Corn M i l l on Pout Pond Brook near L iber ty St reet ; the Joseph Peabody 
Sawmill on Boston Brook near the M i l l Street Bridge; the Jacob Fu l le r M i l l , 

nn See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Massachusetts Historical Commission Reconnaissance Study Report: 
Middleton, 1986. Unpublished. 

Watkins, Laura Woodside. Middleton, Massachusetts, A Cultural History. 
Essex Institute, Salem, MA, 1970. 

Atlas Map of 1872, 1884. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[X l preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested HPCA #10188MA 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 

gState historic preservation office 
Other State agency 

I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• Other 
Specify repository: 

Massachusetts H is tor ica l commiss''s4on 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property t h a n One a c r e UbGi> Reading Quadrangle 

UTM References 
A [1J9J 13 13 4 16 iQ 0 

Zone Easting 
c 

^ 7 11 7 Ifi 7 n 
Northing 

_L J L J L 

B _L _L J L 
Zone Easting 

I I I J L 

Northing 

I . I i I . . 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See attached Assessor's Map. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the town lot presently associated with the property. The lot size 
has remained unchanged since at least 1902, although during the 18th century, the land 
associated with the tavern may have been as great as 150 acres. The property is bounded 
on 3 sides by streets, and on the fourth by buildings not historically associated 
with the Estey Tavern. r-^ 

I I See continuation sheet 
1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title M a r c i a M. C i m , P r e s . 
organization Massachusetts Histor 
street & number 80 Boylston St reet . Suite 310 
city or town B o s t o n 

Consultant w/ Betsy Friodburg, Nat. Req^^Dlrcctor, 
i ca l Commission date FeDruary^l989 

617 727-

-MH€-

-8470 telephone 
state Massachusetts zip code Q2116 
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located north of School Street , and the Perkins Sawmill near Essex St reet , to 
name a few. An ironworks developed in Middleton'by 1708 near Pout Pond 
Meadows on the south side of Pout Pond Brook where the stream runs under Mi l l 
St reet , known as "Ironworks Brook" by 1712. The Estey family owned and 
operated a g r i s t m i l l about 1720 east of Main Street below the Town Square. 
The m i l l was r e b u i l t or replaced in 1735 when Jonathan Estey, John Estey's 
son, sold his share of the m i l l to Isaac Wi lk ins. The dam for th i s m i l l was 
located west of Main Street . 

B u i l t i n 1753 at the major crossroads of Maple and South Main Streets, during 
that time known as "way to W i l l ' s H i l l " and the Andover Old Road, the Estey 
Tavern i s Middleton's only surviv ing commercial bui ld ing of the 18th century. 
Middleton's f i r s t meetinghouse (1726) and f i r s t school (by 1762) were located 
a short distance from the tavern. Situated on approximately 3/4 acre of land, 
other sources argue i t was as much as 150 acres at one t ime, much of which was 
used as pasturage for the tavern's guests, Middleton's f i r s t tavern was b u i l t 
by Samuel Bradford, and has held a v i t a l posi t ion as one of Middleton's most 
Important commercial bui ldings throughout i t s h is to ry . B u i l t only 25 years 
a f te r the incorporat ion of the town, i t provided a stopping place for 
t rave l l e rs from Salem to Andover and New Hampshire fo r the next 140 years. 

Existing transportation routes through the center of Middleton, radiating from 
the crossroads where Estey Tavern stands, became increasingly important during 
the Federal period. North Main Street became an important link between Boston 
and points in New Hampshire and Vermont. As systematic stage coach travel 
began after 1796, Estey Tavern's location on a major highway increased its 
commercial importance in the town. 

By the 1790's small-scale manufacturing was developing with the establishment 
of several shoe shops. The a r r i va l of the Essex Railroad and the Salem and 
Lowell Railroad in 1848 and 1850 enhanced the shoe industry . During the 19th 
century increasing i ndus t r i a l i za t i on brought development to Middleton Square, 
where three small fac tor ies had been b u i l t by 1865, with other factor ies and 
shops being b u i l t down Maple Street as w e l l . Estey Tavern continued to serve 
the growing town center through much of the 19th century. 

According to the diary of the Reverend Wil l iam Bentley, D.D., of Salem, the 
hostelry was known by various names including "East ie 's " and "The Black 
Horse." Proprietors Included i t s bu i lder , Samuel Bradford; John Estey, during 
whose tenure the tavern experienced a marked decline In patronage resu l t ing 
from the construct ion of the nearby Newburyport Turnpike in 1803; and Amos 
Batchelder, whose death in 1892 terminated the bu i ld ing 's use as an inn . 

(continued) 
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After i t s discontinuance as a tavern in 1892, the building became a rooming 
house. By the m1d-20th century i t was converted to an apartment house. 
Physical remnants of this last use ( i . e . lavatories in inappropriate locations 
such as the front hal l ) were s t i l l in evidence at the commencement of the 
recent rehabi l i tat ion. The Estey Tavern is now fu l l y leased as offices plus 
one reta i l space. 

The Estey Tavern, in addition to being a pivotal visual landmark, has served 
as a town meeting hall during the 1840's and a thriving l ivery business and Is 
s t i l l part of Middleton's commercial and Inst i tut ional act iv i t ies today. The 
building is the only Georgian survivor in the town's center and has recently 
been rehabilitated according to the Secretary of Interior standards, for use 
as off ice space. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Middleton are poorly understood, 
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites in this area could provide 
valuable information on the relationships between native settlement along 
major coastal drainages like the Ipswich River and its smaller tributary steam. 

Historic archaeological remains on the Estey Tavern property have the 
potential for providing detailing information on the changing social, cultural 
and economic patterns that characterized individuals who owned, operated and 
frequented the tavern as well as those who Inhabited the structure during the 
19th century. Archaeological survivals from the earlier Way House and later 
tavern might also provide insights on changes that occurred along early 
colonial transportation routes to which both these resources are related. In 
the event outbuildings are located, these resources would add to our knowledge 
of the tavern structure and possibly, how i t operated. 
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August 28, 1989 

REGISTER 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul1: 

Enclosed you will find the following nomination form: 

Estey Tavern, Central Square, Middleton, (Essex County), Massachusetts. 

There has been no owner objection for the above mentioned property. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

rait 
Acting National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


