7 36

OMB No. 10024-0018

(Oct. 1990) RECEVED 2250
Uni'_[ed States Depgrtnnent of the Interior

National Park Service IM- 6 19%
National Register of Historic Places

Registration Form NAT FECSTER CE HBTORE ALACES

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does notapply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "notapplicable." For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property ~
higoric name Pleasant Street School

other names'ste number.

2. Location

street & number. 54 Pl easant Street not for publication
city or town Spencer N/” vidnity

dae Massachusetts code MA ocounty Worcester code zip code QAN

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ti*omination
Q request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
H”oric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“meets « does not meetthp National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally D statewide ES; locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional gomments.)

d oatifying offiad/Tite Judith B "McDonoughpat e Director

tessachusetts Hi storical Conm ssion, State Historic Preservation Officer
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( * See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

NatiQnal Park Service Certification

srebycertify that the property is: Date of Action
0 entered inthe Ne_atione_ll Register, 1 1 f.
n See continuation sheet.
n determined eligible for the Entered i n t he
National Register Uatioi m Regi st er

¢ See continuation sheet.

« determined noteligible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National
Register.

« other, (explain:)



Pleasant Street School
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
* private building(s)
£] public-local ' < o (district
* public-State N — o site
* public-Federal e structure

» object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Fuhltl:'?‘lon or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
Education/School

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian/Eclectic

Narrative Description

Worcester County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
Education/School

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation . Granite
walls. Bric

roof Asphalt Shingle

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



NPS Form 104004
(146) : OMB Afipnvl No. I0UOOI

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Pleasant Street School
Spencer (Worcester County)

Section number 7 p°gg i
M assachusetts

7. DESCRIPTION

Fleasant Sirest School is st back a short distance from the dreet on a hillside sSte on the north Sde of
Flessant Stret. The building is located immediately oppodte High Street. It is modt often sean a an
angle snce mod traffic pessesit while travelling ether from the eest or from the west along

Flessant Street, a major thoroughfare. However, the most dramétic view of the building comes as one
travels north down the degp descent of High Siret toward Flessant Street. On this route, the main
facade of the schoal is ssan dead aheed and from descending heights as one gpoproachesit.

The land fallsoff from the eedt to the west dong the greet in front of the schoal, yet the lot on which
the building gandsis relatively levd overall. The schodl grounds conds of a 127 acre lot ina
resdentia neighborhood consisting mostly of middle dass, gable-front, late-19th century houses The
housssin the neighborhood dand relatively dose together, are st dose to the dreet, and have
plantings and trees around them and aong the dredt.

Today there is no planting immediatdy in front of the building to shidd its view from the sreet. The
aea immediately around the school building, both front and reer, is paved with asphdt. Much of this
aen, expecidly inthe front and on the eest dde, is used for parking. Behind the building, beyond the
paved areq, is agrassy lawn usd for field play. A playground with play equipment occupies asmal
aeato the wes of the grassy lawn. Unmown open fields gand beyond the schoolyard in the reer.
Trees and brush separate the school grounds from adjoining lots on either 9de of the building.

Exterior Features

This two-and-a-haf gory brick building with granite trim rests on a granite foundation. Where the
ground fallsoff a the rear of the building, the basement levd is half aove grade The building hes a
meassive hip roof, broad eaves and a pair of large chimneys neer the center of the roof. The lower
portion of an goparently later chimney is a the center of the back wall of the building. Built ona
cruciform plan, the school hes atwo-story central facede pavilion on the main (Flessant Street) facade
and a shdlower two-and-a-haf-story centra pavilion from which projects a later one-story restroom €ll
a the center of the rear facade. Main entrancesto the building are through porches on ether dde of
the centrd pavilion of the main facade,

This building expresses a combination of popular late 19th century styles — Colonia Revival, Quean
Anne, and Romanesque A major design feature of the building is the two-story, central pavilion on
the main facade, with a dormered central section that rises ebove it to form ahaf story. Most
decoréative details are concentrated on this pavilion, while the remainder of the gtructure is substantidly
built but comparatively plain. Major omamentd features of the centrd pavilion of the mainfacade
include a high-pitched pedimented dormer, friezes, pilasters, round-arched fanlights, and brick
paneling and corbelling.

(continued)
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Windows include single, paired and triple rectangular windows below single granite lintels. Window
cgps a the ground floor level ae of angle rectangular lintelsthat are flush with the wall. Thoseon
the upper floor take a labded form and are flush with the projecting frieze in which they are located.
To make the transition from the labds to the wall bdow the frieze, these window cgpsrest on
decorative brick corbelling. Inthe centra pavilion on the main facade are three pairs of rectangular
windows with round-arched fan-windows abovethem. A larger fanlight-capped pair of windows is &
the center. Flanking it are two smdler pars of fanlight-capped windows. Below the larger central one
of these isa pair of rectangular windows of the type ssen on the Sdes of the building.

Window sseh are mostly 6/6. Some ae 1/1. They gopear to be original. On the main facede, the

andler flanking fan-windows are trested with a shell or fan pattern of muntins. The larger, centra

fan-window is now boarded up. However, the original window can be ssen from the interior in the
atic. It congsts of repeated squarish multiple panes

Alterations

The only notable dterations to the exterior of the school building are not great enough to be of
significant damege to its overdl integrity. Both ae reversble. Ore is the enclosure of the main
entrance porches for enargy consarvaion purposes. Fortunately, the enclasure on the porch on the
west dde does not obscure the handsome heavy turned posts and sheaped frieze bdugters. The eedlan
porch enclosure encasss the entire original porch, obscuring it from view. Another dteration is the
repointing of some of the brick on the main facade with a mortar that istoo light in color and which,
therefore, detracts from the intended solid gppearance of the brickwork in this section of the building.

Interior Features

The main entrances to the building ae through porches on the ddes of the centrd pavilion of the main
facade. They enter into a airhall that contains a double daircase. Beginning from a single flight of
afew dairs a the bottom, the sairway divides into two flights. One flight rises eedward and another
that rises westward aong the south wall of the stairhall. A landing for eech follows each of the sde
walls and turns to follow the north wall upweard to the ssocond floor.

There are two school rooms on each floor, occupying the main body of the building. Between them
on both levels is a narrow room, originally subdivided as two doak rooms. This room is now used &s
an office on the ground floor and as a library on the sscond floor. Behind each of these former cloak
room gpacesis a gmdler room a the reaer of the building. A door leeds from esch dassroom to this
room and doors from the former cloak room aso enter it. Updairs, this rear room sarves as a supply
clost for the teachers of both rooms. On the ground floor, it sarves as a teecher's lounge.

(continued)
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The building interior retains its original 1883 tongue-and-groove-panded sairrail and heavy newd
podswith large bal finials, tongue and groove wainscotting, heavy doorframes, and doors. Doors
have been removed from the former doak rooms near the stairhall. Woodwork hes been painted
throughout. It is assumed that all the woodwork originally hed a naturd wood finish.

The only outbuilding on the property is a small. late-20th century, wooden gorage shed near the

property line on the eedt 9de of the lot. It can be conddered non-contributing to the historic character
of the school ad its grounds.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehigtoric dtes are currently recorded on the school property, it is possble that Stes ae
present  Two prehigtoric Stes have been recorded in the gengrd area (within one mile). The school
property located on arelatively leve terrace which drops of f gegply to wetlands lessthan 1000 feet
avey isaso favorable for mog prehigtoric gte locations. In generd, however, the potential for
locatin” significant prehigtoric survivals on the school property is moderate. Much of the parcd on
which the school is located has been disturbed by school congtruction, grading and paving. An earlier

wood frame school (1872) was aso built on the dte of the present school then moved badk on the
same lot when the existing schodl was built.

The potentia for locating historic archaeologica resources on the school property is high. Structurd
remains may exist from the 1872 wood frame school which was moved badk on the nominated |ot.

The earlier school is no longer extant. Sheat refuse patterns and other refusetypes from over 100
vears of use may a0 exist in play aress around the school.

(end)

10i4"1t
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A
Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X CProperty embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(IVlark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure,

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester County. Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education
Community Planning & Development

Architecture

Period of Significance

1883 - 1946

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Fuller & Delano, Architects

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

j< State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

__ Other

Name of repository:

Massachuasetts Historical Commission



Pleasant Street School Worcester County. Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 1.27 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 252700 4681500
Zone Easting Nortliing Zone Easting Nortliing

2.
Zone Easting Nortliing Zone Easting Nortliing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared Bv

name/title Susan McDaniel Ceccacci, Architectural Historian with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director

organizationMassachusetts Historical Commission date May 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617)727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Propertv Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state Zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

EsUmated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Having sarved as a public school for over one hundred years, the Fleesant Street Schodl is historically
significant for the important part it hes played for generations in the lives of families in this
neighborhood. It is dso important for its place inthe progress of public schodl educationd reformin
Fpencer and in Massachusattsduring the 19th century.  Anintact survivor of the era before the advent
of the fully graded dementary school system, this building is an example of the only very gradud
progress mede toward the graded dementary school during the 19th century.  Its four dassrooms are
physica evidence of an intermediate gage in the evolution of Spencer's schools toward the graded
sydem. Ssen inthe context of the town's burgeoning school population during the late 19th century,
the congtruction of this four-classroom building &so reflects the dressesthat the sucocess of the
Industriad Revolution had on Spencer and on cities and towns throughout the Commonwealth during
that period. The four dassrooms of Fleasant Street School a0 represent the struggle that was typical
of industrial New England towns and cities of that day to provide enough room for an increesng
number of sudents while attempting to increese the number of individua dassooms in order to allow
for graded dasses The school building is dso important for its dose architectura relationship to the
town's other school buildings of the same period.

This building is a well-preserved example of late-19th century school architecture, representing
Spencer's educationd ideds for school buildings a the time of its congtruction.  The Plessant Street
School possess=sintegrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, ad
associdion. It medscriteria A and C for listing inthe National Regider of Historic Places

The work of arespected late 19th century Worcester architectura firm. Fuller & Deano, the building
isagood example of Victorian eclectic architecture. Its subgantid construction, high quality
materids, and high-style design is characteridic of the late 19th century period of school

architecture in Massachusetts. Its 9ze and imposing character are representative of the period of the
town's grestest prosperity and growth during the late 19th century. In keeping with the philosophy of
the day that good school architecture served as a form of aesthetic training for the children that usd
the buildings, emphads is placed on an imposing and dignified desgn which includes a certain amount
of architectural omament. Characterigic of school buildings built in Spencer's town center during the
1880's, it isbuih of brick and is architect-designed.

Public Education in Massachusetts
Education was a priority very early inthe history of Massachusetts Here the church and the date
were originally one. So, the Puritan-Calvinistic belief that all should be ale to read the Bible was

eadly converted into en education law. In 1642, the Massachusattscolonia legidature mede alaw
that ordered that all children be taught to reed. Thiswas the first time that a legidative body inan

(continued)
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English-spesking country required that all children under itsjurisdiction be taught to reed.

A few years later, in 1647, another law was enacted to assurethe education of Massachusetts children.
The 1647 law provided for both dementary and sscondary education in the colony's larger towns.
This law required that every town of 50 houssholders or more hire a teecher of reading and writing
and provide for hiswages That samelaw d<0 required that every town of 100 or more houssholders
must provide a Latin grammar school to prepare youths for university. A pendty of five pounds was
levied on those towns which failed to do so. The foundation upon which American public school
sydemswere later basad was derived from these education laws of 1642 and 1647 together with the
taxation laws of 1634 and 1638, which provided for equaized and compulsory taxation by townsto
upport their endeavors. 1t was within this context that Spencer's first public schools were established
shortly after the formation of the town.

Early Public Schodls in Spencer and the Establishment of School Didtricts

The town of Spencar was established in 1753. The first provision for schooling here was not made
until 1755, when sixteen pounds were raised for that purpose.

During the late 17th century and later, more and more settlement occurred away from the centers of
Massechusattstowns.  Severd small sub-communities grew up within the boundaries of a single town,
often severd miles digant from the town center.  This outward settlement began a decentralization of
control over certain public services. The responsibility for the care of roads, the militia, and the
schools in the areawere given over to the inhabitants of the locality rather than to the town as a
whole. The district sydem of taxation provided funds for these improvements and sarvices. By the
late 18th century, school digtricts had been esablished in many Massachusatts towns, eech raising their
own funds and hiring teachers on their own.

In 1766, Spencer waas divided into six school districts or "squadrons’. At that time, all of the town's
schools were held in private homes  Spencer's first school building was built in 1767. Two more
school buildingshad been completed in Soencar by 1768. In 1786 the number of school districts in
town was increesed to ten. An deventh district was added in 1849, By 1865 there werefifteen
schoals in the town's deven districts.

District schools hed the advantage of being near the homes of the children who used them and of

being governed by the families of each individua neighborhood. Each school drew its pupils from its
immediate neighborhood. The establishment of district schools discouraged the creetion of distinct
primary schools and grammar schools drawn from the town a awhole, as hed been the case before.
Ore disadvantage of this sysem was that, because of the smadl number of Sudentsin each district, it
encouraged the perdstence of one-room schools, incorporating dementary and sscondary education for
al agesunder the care of a single teecher in a single room. Another disadvantage was that funds

(continued)
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provided for each district were determined by the relative wedth of the neighborhood. Thus,
wedlthier districts could build more expensve school buildings and pay their teechers better than could
poorer districts. For example, the 1866-1867 Spenoer School Report noted that degpite overcrowding
in wedlthy Digtrict # 3, its school rooms far surpassed all others intown. The district school sygem
of education prevailed in Massachusditsnearly to the end of the 19th century. Although cdls for the
abandonment  of this sygem began as early as the 1820's, it endured ancther Sixty years in many parts
of Massachusetts and much longer in many other Sates.

Spencer schoaols were known by their district number. The predecesor to the present Plessant Street
School building was known as School # 8. Only deven school districts ever existed in Spencer, but
schools built during the era of the school district sygem were dso given numbers Schools numbered
12 through 15 did not correspond to a schoal district number.  These numbers were merdly for
identification. After the demise of the school district sysem, goparently inthe 1880's, Soencer
schools gradually became known by names rather than numbers. No details of the change from the
district sysem in Spencer have bean found. Although the date is not dear, it ssamsthat about

the time the present Plessant Strest School building was built, the district sysem was abandoned.

Massachusatts Schools and the Effects of the Industrial Revolution

The Indusgtrial Revolution transformed Massachusettsduring the 19th century from a largely rurd and
agricultural gateto an increesngly urban and indudtria date. With these changes, the nesdsad
requirements of public education changed dso. The technologica agpects of industry cdled for a
more educated populace.

As early asthe 1820's there were damands for improvement in education. The Massachusatts
legidature took action to improve the leve of education in the commonwedth by increesing the
supervison of its schools. To hdp unify the divergencies of the severd school districts within
individua Massachusetts towns, a law wes esablished in 1826 which required each town to gppoint a
school commiittee.  Its purpose was to supervise the town's disparate school districts, sdect school
books, and to examine and to give certificates to the teechers that were employed. In 1834 adate
school fund was crested as a boog for public education. To recaive money from this fund, towns
were required to levy a school tax of $1.00 per school-age child. They were aso required to make
datigtical reports, which would allow the date to track its educationd efforts. In 1837 a Stiate Board
of Education was established to invedtigate the conditions of the schools in the Sate, report the facts
uncovered, expose defects, and meke recommendations for action to the legidature. The broad suoccess
and influence of this board weas due to its first Secretary, Mr. Horace Mann (1796-1859), who, through
his thoroughness and ability, became the acknowledged leeder in school organization and reform in the
United States. As a result of the education reform movemeant led by Mann and others, improvements
in curriculum, teecher training, grading of schools, and the congtruction of improved school buildings
occurred. By the mid 19th century, effortsa educationa reform had grown strong in the United

(continued)
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Staes. The reaults of these reforms were particularly notable during the sscond and third quarters of
the 19th century in Massachusatts

The call for educationd reform was soarked by the growth of manufacturing, the increesein
population, socid changes in the cifies, and philanthropic and reform movements. During
mid-century, hundreds of new school buildingswere built acrossthe date in an attempt to offer the
best physical and aesthetic conditions for teaching and learning.

A major complaint from school reformers was the poor paformance of the digtrict school. By the end
of the 19th century the school reform movement hed finally been successful in the elimination of the
disgtrict school system, the gradud adoption of graded schools, the provision of a variety of levds of
education (especidly the establishment of high schools), the lengthening of the school year, and the
provision for better teecher preparation.

Foencer, like many other towns throughout the date, built modem schools during mid-century to meet
the new glandards for school buildings. However, the town was dow to diminate the district sydem
and dow to adopt graded schools. Massachusetts dbandoned  the district sysem in 1882. 1t gopears
that it was not until that date that Spencer followed suit. No information hes been found regarding

Spenca's change from the district sysem.

From the end of the Civil War through the end of the 19th century, Massachusatts schools were jolted
by the effects of the Indugtrial Revolution and by the resulting waves of workers, both native and
foreign, that were flooding into the gates industrial towns and cities. During this period,

atempts were made to make the quality and level of public education better flt the more demanding
nesds of an evermore technological society. Y e, these improvements in content and teaching methods
were nearly overwhelmed by the continual and rapid increese in the school population between about
1870 and 1900 in Massachuseits. School boards hed to focus their attention yearly on how to handle
the flood of new students and physically where to put them all. Another major problem of this ea
wes the assmilation of foreign immigrants into the school sysem. Public education hed to ded with
the socid upheava of society in genard and with the integration of children of foreign cultures

and foreign languages into American life. The construction and expangon of the Pleesant Street
School took place under these circumglances.  Even though Spencer wias not a mgjor city, its indudtrial
uccessduring this period brought with it many of the same problems that were typical of more urban
places in Massachusetts.

All during the late 19th century. Soencer schodls were continually suffering from overcrowding that
resulted from increesing population growth in regponseto industria prosperity in the town. Spencer
wes not done in this difficulty. Between 1870 and 1915 no city in Massachusdts was able to
properly accommodate all of its school ege population. Classooms of over sixty pupils were common
in Spencer during the late 19th century.

(continued)
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New schools for Spencer were buih and enlarged in continuation during the 1870's and 1880's,
particularly. A new school & Hillsville was built in 1871. In 1872 anew building for District School
# 8 was built on the Ste of the presant Flessant Strest School.  In 1874 a new school was built for
District # 10. In 1874-1875 the school & Wire Village wes enlarged.  The Grove Strest School (NR
pending) was built in 1876. Maple Streat School, begun in 1879, was opened in 1880. Only a few
years laer, in 18383, the new Grove Streat School was doubled in size by the addition of a second
floor. It was ads0 in 1883, during this flurry of school construction, that the present Pleesant Street
School was built to replace the existing District # 8 School, built only fourteen years earlier on this
smedte. In 1884 a new room was opened in the newly congtructed Flessant Sirest School.  1n 1886,
a new room was opened in the Grove Strest Schodl to recaive the Intermediate department formerly
housed & the overcrowded Maple Sirest School. Between early 1884 and late 1886 the town's total
number of school rooms expanded from twenty-three to thirty-two. The number of teachers grew
from twenty-eight to thirty-five. The Earley Strest School wes built in 1887. The next year a new,
much larger, high style, modern high school building wes d<o built. Overcrowding of the town's
schools diminished by the turn of the 20th century, as a reault of a decrease in population after 1890.
The congruction and enlargement of the town's schools was only occasond after that.

Graded Schools

During the late 18th and early 19th centuries, even in larger towns and cities in Massachusettsand in
the United States in generd, schools were mostly ungreded.  Of course, there were often ssparate
primary and grammar school levels. Yet, within thesetwo levds were awide aray of pupils of
different agesand abilities. As late as 1840 in New England, some grammar schools were planned to
=t 200 dudents in a Single room under the tutdlage of ateam of severd teechers.

Gradudly effortswere mede to subdivide the primary and grammar school levels according to age
group. In 1847 abuilding for the first fitUy graded school in the United States was built in Quincy,
Massachusetts. It was revolutionary because it contained not only twelve separate but smaller
dassooms but ds0 sgparate desks and chairs for eech sudent.  In the cities of the Commonweslth, the
graded system was adopted more quickly than in its smdler municipalities. Most towns and cities
moved into the graded sydem gradualy. This often occurred incrementaly, as the construction of
new buildings or additions or dterations to existing buildings alowed there to be sgparate dassooms
for separate grades.

By 1860 inthe nearby city of Worcester, city public schools were well on the way toward the modem
graded system. Its schools were divided into Subprimary, Primary, Intermediate-Primary, Secondary,
Grammar, and High School. Although Soenocer hed a public high school as early as 1856, it wes
dower to provide a moden style greded sysem for the lower grades. Some schoals in outlying rura
aress of Spencer, not located in the town center, may have continued as one- or two-room schools
well on to the end of the century or longer. At mid-century, schools in the town center were mostly
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divided between primary and grammar schools only. The primary school dass probably included the
equivalent of grades one through three, and the grammar school dass grades four through eight.

The Wes Main Sirest Schooal, built in 1867, may have been the first to begin the effort toward graded
dasesin Spencer. At the time of its opening it housad "four schools'. These schools were probably
"first primary", "sscond primary", "intermediate’, and "gramma” - or eight grades divided among
four rooms. School buildings such as the 1872 District # 8 School (Pleesant Sireet) and the 1876
School # 12 (Grove Siret), depite their later dates of construction, were built to contain only two
rooms — one for a primary school and one for a grammar school. Only after the enlargement of the
Grove Street School and the construction of the present Fleasant Strest School in 1883, did either of
these school buildings provide enough goece for any subdivision of the primary and grammar levels
Grove Street School & its opening housad three grede levds in its four rooms — primary,
intermediate, and grammar.

By 1883, gpparently depending on rooms available inthe individual school buildings and depending
on the school population in the neighborhood, the dasses in the schools in the town center were
becoming subdivided in an effort to move toward a moden graded sysem. In 1884-1885 the new
four-room buildings of Plessant Strest and Grove Street both housed only three grades At Grove
Street the dasseswere 14 primary, 2nd primary, ad intermediate. At Pleesant Street they were
primary, intermediate, and grammar. It is assumed that all four dassooms were occupied in eech
school, but that there were two sections of one of the three grades. At this date, the only schooal in
Speno to have a subdivision of grades that gpproximated the modern grading sysem wes the large,
sx-classoom West Main Siregt School. It hed 14 primary, 2nd primary, 3rd primary, 14
intermediate, 2nd intermediate, and grammar. Maple Strest and Maple Strest Annex hed & leest seven
dassooms available batweaen them. Yet, possibly because of the age meke up of this working dass
Catholic neighborhood, these rooms were devoted entirely to primary and intermediate grades Maple
Street housed 19 primary, 2nd primary, 3rd primary, and intermediate. The Annex housed 19
primary, 2nd primary, and 3rd primary.

At an unidentified date, probably about 1890, Soencar converted, in name a leed, to afully graded
sydem. The 1892-1893 School Report indicates that schools in the town center were graded | though
VIII. Every school did not house all eight grades. It gopearsthat the grades housad & eech school
depended somewha on the neighborhood schodl population, but dso on available room in schodls in
the town center. Grove Strest School contained grades one through four in its four rooms. Earley
Street School had gredes one through three and grade five. Maple Streat School housad grades one
through three and grede five. Maple Strest Annex housed gredes one, two, four, and five. Main
Street and Flessant Strest schools housad grades one through eight. The method of listing the grades
in the report suggeststhat, in some cases two grades were kept inthe samedassoom. At the West
Main Street School, the higher grades gradesV and VI and gredes VIl and VII, which presumably
hed fewer students, gppear to have bean kept two grades to a classoom. At Flessant Street this wes
certainly the casefor all grades snce there were only four rooms to house its eight grades. The

(continued)
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school report listed Grades | and 11 together, suggesting that they both occupied the same classroom.
Likewise, grades!ll and IV, gradesV ad VI, ad grades VIl and VIII were paired. Thisssamsto
be evidence of an atempt to conform with the graded sysem despite a lack of enough individual
classrooms

19th Century Deveopment of Spenoer

During the early 19th century. Spencer weas till a very small community. At thistime, sattlement in
the town center was relatively scattered. 1t wias limited amost exclusively to two sgparate clusters on
Main Street. One clugter, known as "upper village" had formed around the Congregationa
mestinghouse.  The other cluster, known as "lower village”, cantered around three taverns neer the
intersection of Main and Plessant sregts

In 1840 the population numbered only 1725. After the opening of the Wesern Railroad through
South Spencer in 1839, the town's existing smdl industries begen to grow. Its indudtries prospered
and its population increesad as the town became part of the country's expanding railroad network
during the antebellum period. During the first burst of industrial prosperity inthe 1850's, the town's
resdential neighborhoods expanded beyond Main Sirest. Hessant Street, High Strest, and Lake Stret
were first built up with houses & that time. At the sametime, working dass neighborhoods south of
Main Street and west of Maple Strest were being devdloped. During this same period, the homes of
mill owners and entrepreneurs filled inthe section of Main Strest between the "upper village' and the
"lower village'.

Boom time for Soencer came after the Civil War, as it did for towns and cities throughout New
England. With the prosperity of the boot and ghoe, wire, and textile indugtries in Spencer, the town's
population grew quickly ~ from 3,953 in 1870 to 8,747 in 1890. Between 1875 and 1830 done, its
population increased by 2,000. Foreign immigrants, especidly Irish and French Canadians, mede up
the majority of the population increese during the late 19th century. During this period, a
comparatively dense commercia-indugtria district grew up near the intersection of Main and Plegsant
Strests  Working dass neighborhoods in the Maple Sirest area continued to expand. Settlement
increesed on existing dreets near the center of town. New dreets were opened up north and south of
Main Strest and built up with houses, both modest and grand.

The Fessant Street Neighborhood and the District # 8 (Pleesant Street) School
Residentiad development inthe Feesant Strest area brought a denser population to this part of town
during the sscond half of the 19th century. Inthe 1850's the early devdopment of Feesant Street and

nearby High Street occurred near their intersections with Main Street.  After 1870, the northem ends
of these dreats were filled inwith housss and the area west of Flessant Street and north of Main

(continued)
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Street a0 began to be built up.

It is uncdear which school or schools sarved those living in the Pleesant Street areal before 1872,
However, by the early 1870's it was decided to build a new schoadl for thisarea That school wes to
replace the existing District # 8 School, which had bean built about 1801, or earlier, on the north dde
of Woodsde Road. The former school ste was located much further from the town center, northwest
of the dte of the present school.

In 1872 a new woodframe District # 8 School weas built on the Ste of the present Plessant Stret
School, on previoudy undeveloped land bought from Pardon Howland. That school was planned to
hold 120 gudents, gpparently in two rooms. Only a few years later, in 1878, the Spencar School
Report indicates that the building was overcrowded. The new District # 8 School was dready too
small. In 1883 the old school was moved back on the same lot and the present school building wes
built to replace it. The schoal report of 1884 noted: "The old time building of Pleesant Street,
unsuited to the comfort and convenience of the school neads of the district, hes yidded its old-time
usefulness to the sightly building of brick now gracing the school gSte of this

portion of the town."

During the grest period of Spencer's growth and prosperity during the 1870's and 1880's the town's
schools were continually overcrowded despite repeated congtruction of new buildings and new
cdassoom additions to existing schools. Asearly as 1834, the same year the new school was opened,
an additional room was opened (probably in the basement) & Plessant Street.  Because of
overcrowding in the High School a Denny Hall, a high school annex of forty students wes held & the
Fleasant Strest School from 1886 until the new David Prouty High School was built in 1888.

Late 19th Century Ideds for School Architecture in Spenoer

A daement inthe 1870-1871 Spenocar School Report outlines the requirements expected of the best
school buildings & that time. These are generdly the same criteria for good school buildings thet
were expresed in education publications in the United States during the mid and late 19th century:

"Every school house should have one or more wardrobe-rooms, subgtantially
furnished, and a large ante-room, in which the pupils can havether
recregtion in inclement weether, and in which they can goend their
intermission; and no scholar should be admitted to the school room proper
in the abgance of the teecher. This suggestion is mede in the interes of
the school furniture and the indgde finish of the school rooms generdly.
The school house should be roomy and comfortable, and furnished with all
modem gppliances and improvements for the advancement of the pupilsin
knowledge. Its surroundings should be neat and tasty and mede as

(continued)



NPS Form 104004
(M6) ' OUBAfipmtINo.

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Pleasant Street School
Spencer (Worcester County)
Section number n Page Massachusetts

attractive as possble, 20 that the scholar will not require to be whipped
unwillingly to schoal, but will go there for the love of it; for whatever
awakens in them a love for the beautiful in nature, or in art, improves
their tagtes, multiplies their sources of enjoyment and mekes them
happier, wiser and better in every way."

The details mentioned above were not unusud for the time. Both mid- and late-19th century
education publications recommended dek dyles and educational equipment, such as globes, maps,
plagter cadts of sculptures, and other visua aids as desrable parts of the ided dasssoom. In

I0UOOIt

Massachusetts schoals of the late 19th century, it was common for there to be a room in the basamert,

auch as is described here, where the children could day out of the weether before the start of school
and where they could play during inclement wesether.

The plan of the Plessant Street School provides for ample, well-lighted dassrooms and gpacious cloak

rooms convenient to eech room. The basament that is partialy above grade could originally have

provided gpece for areception/play area Two such play rooms were included in the 1867 West Main

Strest School. It is assumed that there would have been a play room included in the plans for the
Heesat Street School. Today, the basemant & Fleesant Streat hes been divided up into severd
Foeces Whether or not there was quch a playroom there is not certain.

An undated, goparently late 19th century, photograph shows the interior of a dlasssoom, believed to be

a the Fleesant Stret School. The woodwork and door seen here ssam to correspond with what
aurvivestoday inthe school. The picture shows an interior that is negt, clean, and well-appointed.
Children are seeted @ double desks  Both the desks and accompanying chairs are bolted to the floor.
The room hes severd pictures and a clock on the wall. Wallsare wainscotted and a brick fireplace
with around-arched opening and awood mantle shelf occupy part of one wall.  Although no

fireplaces now exist in the building, fourfireplacemantle shdves of a smilar type seen inthe picture

ae presently dored inthe attic. According to former dudent and former principal, Mary Madden,
there were fireplaces in eech dlassoom. Se reamambears the mantlepieces as dways having been
decorated when se was a child.

19h Century American Literature on Schoolhouse Design

19h century publications on schoolhouse design, such as those by Henry Barnard, contained remarks
smilar to the one quoted aove on the importance of the architecture of the schodl building. They
called for dignified school architecture, and attractive schools and school grounds.  Architecture and
landscape were said to be important contributorsto the aesthetic education of children. 1n 1871,
James Johonnot included a chapter entitled " Architecture an Educationd Influence" in his book on

(continued)
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school architecture, Schoolhouses 1t began:
"Ordinary use is not the only vaue of buildings. They may be 0
condructed as to goped to the higher sentiments, and render important
ad in developing the better and finer fedings of our nature. Thisis
the proper province of architecture, and the work of the architect isto
9 fashion our buildings and arange their details, that while they answer
the purposss of their erection they may, a the sametime, satisfy that
love of the beautiful, the symmetrical, and the harmonious.”

Johonnot continued his argument:
"In the erection of every sthodl-house particular care should be taken to
obsarve the rules of tagte as regards form.  In our country digtricts,
where a smal and plain building only is demanded, we nead to consder
proportion and symmetry done the other principles of architecture
applying chiefly to larger and more pretending dructures. [ f thisis
done, if our school-housss all conform to these two fundamentd laws, they
cannot fail to become strong educationd influences. The advanteges of
obeying the principles of architecture in the condruction of school-
houses may be summed up in afew words:

1. Ifthe building is an object of beauty, the very sight of it
ingpires emotions of plessure

2. It adorns and beatifies the landscgpe of which it forms a part.

3. It becomes an attractive place to children, and does not repd
them by itsdeformity.

4. It practically teeches idess of proportion and symmetry, and new
and exdted conceptions of beauty of form.

5. It throws over property the shidd of beauty, and 0 checks and
finally eradicates the rudeness which is stimulated by deformity.
6. It forms one of those influences which have mog power over the
heart and affections, directly aiding the teecher in the mog

difficult and important part of his work."

By the late 19th century, writingsof this sort had encouraged the wholesde constmction of notably
handsome, but dso solid, practical, and well-built school buildings in Massachusatts towns and cities.
This philosophy together with the tagte of the day encoureged the use of a certain amount of
architectura ornament on school buildings, whenever economically possible.

(continued)
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The Architecture of Heasant Streat School

The Plessant Strest School is an excdlent example of the philosophy of "practical but beautiful”. Itis
degant in its overall simplicity of form. The mgjor part of the building iswell desgned and built of
fine materias, but it is of marked simplicity. Stylish architectura ornament is concentrated on the
front. Only the centrd portion of the main facade is acoented by extensve ornament.  In thisarea
Colonia Reviva syle round-arched fan-windows. Classicd friezes and pilasters. Queen Anne style
omamenta brickwork, and Queen Anne style rhythmical turned porch pods ae combined to create
rhythm, texture, ornament, and a centra focal point to the building. The interior is dso smple. Its
few ornamentd features are smply decorative, not showy, but stylish and of high quality. Interior
ornamental details include wide moulded door and window frames, heavy, well-detailed doors, and a
handsome double gtairway to the upper floor with tongue and groove panded railing and fine newd
posts.

The Classicd and Queen Anne styles represented in the exterior ormament of Pleesant Street School
were often blended as they ae here. During the late 19th century severd styles were popular
contemporaneoudy with one another, eg.. Quen Anne, Colonia Revival, Classcd Revival,
Renassance Revival, and Victorian Gothic. Both in architect-designed and vernacular buildings of the
day dements of different syles were mixed. Classicd dementswere perhgps mog often mixed with
other gyles. Quean Anne, Classical, Colonia Revival, and Romanesque were probably the most
popular syles usad during the 1880's for school buildingsin New England. The Romanesgue style,
was chosen for two later 1880's Spencer schoals, Earley Sirest School and David Prouty High School.

Other Spencer Schools

Fleassant Strest School is similar to other Spencer schools of itstime in itsform and interior plan. The
mogt similar isthe Grove Streat School (1876 & 1883), which hes anearly identical interior plan and
smilar stylistic details on its remodeled exterior centra pavilion. Both are four-room schoals,
two-and-a-half dories in height, eech with atwo-classoom ground plan. In fact, the plan for Pleesant
Street School may have been suggested by that of Grove Street. Fuller & Ddano, the architects of
Fleasant Strest School added the second story to Grove Sirest School the sameyear. The plan of
Grove Strest gppearsto have been essentidly the samein its two-room form before the addition of the
upper story. Both Plessant Street School and Grove Strest School ssem to have hed other similar
Spencer predecessors, Hillsville School (1871) and the earlier Plessant Stirest School (1872). Those
schools were two-room schools. Thelr exterior form, with a centra gabled entry pavilion, was similar.
It is assumed that the interior plan was dsosmilar.

Fleasant Stirest Schoal, like Grove Strest School and Earley Strest School (1887), were desgned with

a pavilion a the center of the main facade. On the Plessant and Grove Street Schools, the two main
entrances are through porches in the sdes of the pavilion. 1n the Romanesgue style Earley Street

(continued)
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Schoal they were through porches located on either end of the building. The centra pavilionsof al
three have no entrance inthe front wall, giving the main facade a somewhat blank gppearance ance
their centraized, symmetrica dedgns create the expectation that the entrance will be a the center of
the facade. All three of these buildings were designed by the same architect. Fuller & Ddlano. The
entrances of the West Main Street Schoodl (1867) (not designed by Fuller & Delano), which hes no
centra pavilion, were, like the Earley Street School, located in the ends of the building. With no
entrance on the main facade, it A0 has a somenha blank ook on its main facade.

The u=e in schoals of two sgparate entrances, one for boys and one for girls, located on distinctly
oppodite ddes of the building are characteridtic of late 19th century schools. Although earlier schools
and smdler late 19th century schools often had two entrances, they were typically located near one

another, usudly a the center of the main facade. Denny Hall (1857), Spencer's first high school
building, was of thistype.

Heesat Streat School and Architect-Designed Schodls in Spenoer

The Flessant Street Schoal is among the mog outstanding examples of late 19th century architecture
surviving in Spencer. Designed by Fuller & Deano, a prominent Worcester architecturd firm, and
built by J. D. Morton, contractor, the building was congtructed a a cost of $10,940.

With the advent of architect-desgned schodls of brick, such as the Feasant Strest School, the quality
and subgtantid character of the town's architecture begen to rise. Compared to mogt earlier school
buildings in Spencer, Plessant Strest Schoal is of unusudly high style. Until the constmcfion of
Fessant Street School and the addition to the Grove Street School, both in 1883, most Spenocer
schoals gppear not to have been desgned by architects. Denny Hall, the town's first high school
(1857) and Maple Street School (1880), by Worcester architect Elbridge Boyden, ssam to have been
the only exceptions. Of the five architect-desgned brick schools built here during the 1880's, only

Hessant Street and the very fine Romanesgue style David Prouty High School (1889) (AmosP.
Cutting, Worcester, NR) still survive today.

Fuller & Ddano

The architecturd firm of Fuller & Ddano was the partnership of JamesE. Fuller (1836-1901) ad
Ward P. Ddano (1851-1915) of Worcester, Massachusetts  Formed in 1879, their partnership lasted
unfil Fuller's deeth in 1901. Fuller & Ddano were sucoesded by their sons Robert L. Fuller (1906)
and Ward P. Ddano (1916), in the firm, which existed until the death of the younger Ddano in 1940.

In his early years, JamesFuller had worked as a draughtaman for Elbridge Boyden, designer of
Mechanics Hall in Worcester and of Denny Hall and the Congregationa Church in Spencer. From

(continued)



NPS Fom 104004
OUB Appiwl No. 10»4401»

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Pleasant Street School

Spencer (Worcester County)
Section number S Page 13 Massachusetts

1867 through 1876, he was assodated with Worcester's premiere late 19th century architect, Stephen
C. Eale inthe firm of Eale & Fuller.

The firm Fuller & Ddano wes the architect for the Sdisbury Street School (1889) in Worcedter,
among Worcester's finest Romanesgue Reviva syle sructures. The firm was d <0 responsble for
numerous other significant Worcester buildings listed on the Nafional Regiger. They include
educational structures, houses fire gations, important downtown commercia blocks, gpartment
buildings, and the Worcester Armory. The magjor buildings of this partnership were built during the
late 1880's and 1890's in the Romaneque, Quen Anne, and Colonial Revival styles.

Other than the Pleasant Street School, Soencer buildings known to have been desgned by Fuller &
Ddano are the 1883 addition to the Grove Strest School and the Earley Street School (1887) (no
longer standing).

Brick Architecture in Spencer

Before 1870 there were few brick buildingsin Spencar. Even the town's most important buildings ~
its churches, the town hall, and most schools and factories ~ were built of wood. After the Civil War,
as the economy began to boom, more buildings in the town center began to be built of brick. One of
the earliest of these brick buildings was the District # 9 School (West Main Street School), builtin
1867. For the uniqueness of its building materid, it was known as the "Brick School”. In 1871, soon
after the congruction of the "Brick School", the old wooden Gresk Revival style town hall was
replaced with anew Gothic style brick structure. During the 1880's and 1890's, numerous Spencer
schools, churches, afew commercid blocks, and the town library were built of brick. Today,
dthough there is some concentration of brick buildingsin the center, mogt of the town's buildings are
still of wood.

Brick Schodls

Two small outlying schools hed been built of brick inthe 1840's, but other than those, all of the other
Spenoer schools were of wood a the time of the congtruction of the "Brick School” in 1867. By the
1870's, brick had not yet become the only materia of which the town's schools were to be built. The
Hillsville School of 1871 and the Fleesant Strest School of 1872 were both built of wood. It was not
until the congtruction of the Grove Street School in 1876 that the sscond brick school wes built in the
town center. Then, during the 1880's five new Spencer school buildingswere built of brick. Pleasant
Street School was one. The others were Maple Strest School, Maple Street Annex, Earley Street
School, and David Prouty High School. All of these dructures were located in the town center.
Although by this time brick hed certainly become the material of preference for schoal buildings, it
was not aways to be used. Aslate as 1897, the Wire Village School, located outdde the center, was

(continued)
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built of wood.

Flessant Street School Today

The Flessant Street Schoal still continues today to serve the Flessant Sireet area as a public dementary
schoal. It houses grades kindergarten through three. It is scheduled, however, to be decommissioned
soon.  Constmction of a new middle school for Spencer hes recently bean completed.  According to
presant plans, children from Heesant Street, Grove Strest, and Wes Main Street dementary  schools
will be moved within ayear or two to the former middle schodl building (originally David Prouty
High School, 1889, NR) on Main Street. Such a move would leave the three present dementary
school buildings vacant. No plans for their future have been made

Archaeologicd Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in the Spencer areaare poorly understood, any surviving s
dte could be significant. Prehistoric Stes in this area could be important by providing dataon
upland/interior Stes and the Worceser Flateau/Centr Massachusetts uplands in generd and how they
were influenced by other Native American regiona sulbs stence/settlement trends including the coadtal
lowlands to the eest and the Connecticut River Valley to the west. Stes in this areamight aso be
usd to test hypotheses relating to the relationships of prehigtoric settlement and subsigtence in
different riverine drainages. The Flessant Sirest School locale lies near the heedwaters of the
Chicopee River drainage which flows westerly to the Connecticut River and the ThamesRiver
drainage which flows southerly to Long Idand Sound. Prehistoric Stesinthis areamay contain deta
which would enable a sudy of the extent to which these draineges influenced the socid, cultural and
economic sysgems of people who lived in the area

Historic Archaeological remains described above have the potentia to provide detailed information on
the socid, cultural and economic characteristics which typified the sudent body in a late 19th/20th
century Centra Massachusetts neighborhood school. Analysis of sheet refuse patterns and other trash
depodits in the area surrounding the school can provide information on the age sex and socid
compodition of the sudent body. Detailed information relating to education methods may aso
survive. Structurd remains a the origina Ste of the 1872 wood frame school and it's sscond location
to the rear of the existing school can dso contribute architectura details for awood frame school
building type which rarely survives today inthe area These remains can dso detail changeswhich
occurred with the origina schodl as it's primary educationd use was changed.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundary Description

The Plessant Strest School occupies ot #57 on the Town of Soenoar Assessor's Map #U-20.

Boundary Justification

The plot of land occupied by the Plessant Strest School is the same plot that hes been historically
asodaed with the building.
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Endosed plesse find the following nomination form:

Fessant Streat School, 54 Heesant Street, Spencer (Worcester County), Massachusetts, 01562
The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the State

Higtoric Presarvation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 30-
75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusdits Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Anna Marie Hughes, Chairperson, Spencer Historical Commission
William D. Ekleberry, Chairperson, Spencer Board of Selectmen
Susan M. Ceccacci, Architectural Historian

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
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