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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X. private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
* _ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Underground Railroad in Massachusetts MPS

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

NnOMFSTIC- single dwelling
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE- storage

AGRICUITURF/SURSISTENCE- animal facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from Instructions)

FARI YRFPUBI IC- Federal

Narrative Description

Hampshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 5 building
. sites
. structures
objects
JL Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

NOMFSTIC- multiple dwelling
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTFNCF storage

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE- animal facility.

IVlaterials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE
walls WOOD Weatherboard

roof. ASPHALT
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

The nominated portion of Rass Farm is located on the north Sde of Meadow Stregt in the Horence section of the city
of Northampton, Massachusetts. The eestem boundary of the 2.25-acre property is formed by the Mill River, which,
& the name implies, was the power source for much of Northampton's early industry. Undeveloped fallow cropland
south and west of the property sugainsthe farm's rural setting. The farm congtituted dmogt 300 acreswhenit
became the core parcd of a tract assembled by the Northampton Association for Education and Industry (NAEI), a
newly formed Utopian commund society, in 1841. The ste included a four-story brick silk factory onthe Mill River
downgream from (south of) the farm, in which the Association centered its community. The farm was not only a part
of the manufacturing enterprise—many acreswere planted with mulberry treesto provide ahabitat for silk worms—
but dso was the source of the community's food. Following this acquisition, the farm became associated with two
significant assgants on the Underground Railroad, Samud L. Hill, afounder of the NAEI who resided there from
1841 to 1845, and Austin Ross, who owned the farm after the NAEI disbanded, and operated it as adairy and tobacco
farm from 1845-1902.

Today, the houseisthe only landmark surviving from the communitarian era, as well as the period of the
Underground Railroad. As such, the nominated property contains one contributing building and five non-
contributing buildings, which are listed in the table below. (See FIG 1for site plan.) The noncontributing buildings
have been 20 determined only becausethe Period of Significancefor the Underground Railroad in Massachusetts
MPS, under which this property is nominated, endsa 1865. No other resource types are associated with the
property. Since the house and farm buildings have been separated from the agricultural land in 1972, the property
hes hed aresidentid function. Although in separate ownership and excluded from the nomination, the farm land
remains intact, preserving the historic agricultural setting for the nominated property.

Farmhouse

The farmhouse isthe oldest building on the property. 1twas condructed ca. 1825 by Theodore Burt, whose father,
Gaius Burt, had purchased the farm in 1798." The two-story, center-chimney, sde-passage-plan house embodiesthe
characterigic form and construction methods of the period, as well as digtinctive interior decoration in the late
Federd gyle (PHOTOS 1 & 2). The entrance is positioned a the eest Sde of the three-bay front (south) faBade.
Windows are digned bilaterally (vertically and horizontally), but they are gpaced in an unsymmetrica manner that
indicates the interior separation of the entry and front room. The two-story, three-bay-faBade, sde-passage-plan
house was apopular Federd-period dwelling plan form, but the fenestration pattern and large, square brick chimney
positioned in the center of the ridge lineof the roof rdate the houseto 18*-century New England architecturd
traditions. The housgswood frame was congtructed largely of hewn ogk timbersjoined inthe mortise-and-tenon
method continued from the Colonial era. At its foundation is a shallow stone basement, and the wide gpan of the
gable roof is supported by canted purlins braced to pogsinthe endwalls.

(continued)

"Higtoricad Sketch of Horence" Hampehire Gaeette 2 April 1867.
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Narrow wood clgpboards cover the three exposed exterior walls; the rear (north) wall is contained within alater
addition. Much of the sidingwas instaled in the mid-1900s when the roof of amid-19* century piazza was removed
from the front and sdes. (A new gallery was added to the eedt faBade a the same time.) The front door and its
architrave were d o introduced a thistime, dong with abrick soop. Thiswas aColonial Reviva restoration that
atempted to gpproximate the original porch entrance. The replicawood 6/6 sseh windowswith a sscond insulating
pane notched into the outside face were added recently in an effort to improvethe historic gppearance of the house,
dthough original ssehwere 12/12. The agphdt-shingle roof and cast-iron gutters, downspouts, and leeders are dso
non-higtoric. The gutters are an unusud mid-20* -century "restoration” product that have survived and are atached to
the fascia of the shdlow eave

The two-story, Sde-passage plan housewas an gppropriate dwelling for afarmer of the better sort. The compact plan
is gpproximately 24 feet wide and 35 feet degp with achimney gack in the center. The entry and pessegeis located

in the southeest corner; the parlor occupies the rest of the front of the plan with afireplacein the front of the chimney
(FIG.2). Thekitchen, with ahearth and bake oven, is positioned in the northeest comer of the plan, and contains
roughly the same areaas the parlor leaving anarrow section in the northwest comer about the same dimensons &s the
pessege that contained athird heaeted room and apantry. Thus the plan has an odd symmetry, with oeces of similar

shgpesinopposing comers.

The entry opensinto a passege containing a straight mn of stairs with athin, tumed newd post and arounded hend
rail and balugters dating from the construction period of the house (PHOTO 4). The pesssgeisilluminated by a
window & the front of the east exterior wall. There are additional doorways leading to the parlor in front of the sairs
on the west wall and to the kitchen in the rear (north) wall. All the doors and windows have wide board architraves
with comer blocks and thin sillsand gprons. The boards have been hollowed and textured by planing, and the comer
blocks havethin raised edges, leaving blank square hollowswithin. In the mid-1900s the entrance door was replaced
and the parlor doorway was widened for apair of French doors, dthough the historic surrounds were preserved.
Fagter walls are intact, but the ceiling surface is gypsum board edged with an added thin wood crown molding.
Original pine board flooring hes been sanded and refinished, and the beaded-edge basghoards are original.

The parlor hes two windows on the front (south) wall and one on the west wall. There are three doorways, the dtered
one leading to the entry, an intact doorway to the chamber in the northwest comer of the plan (with a 20*-century
replacement door), and fully intact one for a shadlow doset notched into the chimney goace on the eest 9de of the
north wall. The door and window architraves inthe parlor match those described inthe entry. Thefireplaceis
located in the center of the north wall between two doors. 1t hes abrick firebox and hearth, and aplain Federd-gyle
wood mantle with pilasters composed of the same hollowed boards as the architraves and athin molded shelf
(PHOTO5). Pagter walls are intact. The ceiling is covered with 2x 8 foot sheet iron pands embaossed with afloral
pattem and ameta comice with a stylized egg-and-dart impression. This gppearsto be an early 20*-century feature.
Beaded-edge bassboardsremain in place, and the origina pine board flooring hes been sanded and refinished, as was
donein the entry.

(continued)
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In the kitchen abroad, plain wood mantel frames the brick face of the chimney in which there are openingsfor
fireplace, bake oven, and, under the oven, awood box (PHOTO 6). There are two doors on the south wall eedt of the
brick hearth, one leading to the basement dairs and one to the passage, and two windows on the eest exterior wall. A
doorway in the north wall enters an addition mede to the rear later in the 19* century where anew kitchen was
introduced. Aswould be expected, doors and windows have traditional double architraves less stylish than those in
the front of the house. Plagter walls and gypsum board ceilings are edged with added wood crown moldings and
basshoards The west wall was removed to combine the kitchen with the rooms in the northwest comer of the plan.
The front part of thisroom section hes a smallfireplacewith abrick hearth centered in the west sde of the chimney
dack; thewall isangled to provide goacefor the firebox. No mantd exists; infact no original trim survivesin the
room a all. It gopears that sometime after Austin Rossobtained title to the farm in 1857, the west wall of the house
was bumped out with aone-gtory, flat-roof addition that nearly doubled the dimension of the northwest section. The
new exterior wall contains one window on its narrow south wall, and two on the west wall. The common wall wes
removed much more recently, and new narrow-width mapleflooring installed.

There may have been aone-gtory shed onthe rear of the original house creating a saltbox form and providing pantry
and other Sorage gpace, but any evidence of that was destroyed when Austin Rosslater (ca. 1875) added the flat-
roofed, two-story extension on the reer of the house. A historic photograph indicates that outbuildings, either
exigting or new, were connected to the eedt Sde of the house a thistime. The exact date of this addition is not
known, and it was largdly recongtructed by Theodore Blauvelt in the 1950s  Food dso was gored in a whitewashed
gone basament under the origina section of the house. The basament hes limited headroom, even after Blauvelt
lowered the floor level about afoot. Itsinitial shalowness likely was due to the high water table, and digging the
floor down has resulted in water infiltration. The sone and brick besefor the chimney occupies alarge portion of the
center of the room.

The second-gtory plan duplicates that below, and it hes likewise been dtered in the rear (FIG.3). Thedair landsin a
pessage with small chamber partitioned in the front (now used as abathroom). The best chamber islocated above the
parlor, and itisreached through a narrow passage sandwiched between the gaircase and the chimney. Like the
parlor, the chamber has afireplacecentered on the northwall with a smple wood mantd flankedby two doors,
dthough in this caee the doorway on the west Sde connects to the closet (PHOTO 7). Thetwo doors and three
windows in this room have modest double architraves. Gypsum board has either replaced or been applied over
historic plagter walls and ceilings; awood crown molding hes been added. Original wide pine flooring remains in
place, dthough the boards have been sanded and refinished. The dimensions of the rear rooms were dtered when the
two-gtory addition was constmcted ontherear. Theorigina dividing partition was removed, and anew one
congructed to extend the Side pessage acrossthe entire east Sde of the house. What was left of the room formerly in
the northeast comer wasjoined to the one in the northwest comer. The remaining room retains most of its early
woodwork; the wood crown molding was added during the aterations.

A ladder-gair to the attic runs up the north sde of the chimney, conceded behind adoorway in the pessege to the
parlor chamber. Windows in the gable ends providelight, dthough the soacein the center between the purlins and

(continued)
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eedt of the chimney was enclosed by partitions plastered on the interior for use as abed chamber. The 12/12 seeh in
the eadt attic window gppears to date with construction of the house. Therest of the attic isunfinished. Log rafters
hewn on their tops ssam to be original; they are nailed to acanted hewn ridge beam a the tops and are supported
midway dong their run by canted purlins braced to podsin the end walls. Some of these rafters were later replaced
with shorter sawn boards that overlap on the purlins. The indde sections of outriggers nailed to the undersde of the
roof to support exterior eavesare visible, but the eaves, added in the late 19 century, were removed when the house
was "regtored” during the mid-1900s.

Later }9\"-century alterations made to the house

Samud Whitmarsh bought the farm from Theodore Burt in 1834 and proceeded to plant mulberry treesand raise silk
worms. Hedso built abrick factory onthe Mill River on the south sde of his nearly 300-acre tract to produce silk
thread and cloth. (Thismill was replaced by the present industrial building visible from the house, but outside the
nominated property.) Whitmarsh lived in the house until he sold it, along with about 150 acres, to the Northampton
Asociation for Education and Industry in 1841, and Samud L. Hill lived herefor ashort time until he was ableto
move into ahouse he built in Florence in 1845. It is probable that neither man made any of the later additions and
dterations visible in the house; these changes were made by Austin Rossand his family, who were proprietorsof the
farm from 1846 to ca. 1925. These changesincluded atwo-story, wood-frame, flat-roof addition meesuring 24 feet
wide and 15 feet deep, built on abrick foundation & the reer of the house that contained a new kitchen on the ground
floor; and bed chambers on the second story, and aone-gtory, gable-roof ell measuring about 44 feet long and 14 feet
dep that extended perpendicularly from the eest Sde of the rear addition, which probably contained awood shed,
gable, wagon house and privy (PHOTO 3).  On the exterior, these additionswere linked by awide piazza with aflat
roof that covered the full extent of the south and eest Sdesof the house. Also, the one-gtory, flat- roof addition on
the west Sde of the houss, mentioned above, and aone-gtory, flat-roof mud room on the north Sde dso were
congtmcted by the Rosses The perpendicular el on the eest Side of the house was completely reconstmcted by
Theodore Blauvelt ca 1950 with aconcrete block foundation and 12/12 sseh windows, and atwo-car garage in the
esst end.

Hay Barn

Whatever bams and outbuildings that existed when Austin Ross mede his gopearance on the farm in 1846 are gone
from the scene The large hay bam with cow shed located just eedt of the house was congtructed in ca. 1880 when
the farmwas initsheyday. It was conceived as a showpiece and was designed with adistinctive front faade and
rooftop ventilator, omamented in an Itaianate style, and positioned near Meadow Street. 1t was reputedly built in
two gages with the northem third being an addition, but construction techniques and materids in both sections are
identical (PHOTOS 8& 9). The long rectangular building meesures gpproximately 50 feet wide and 130 feet long; it
is oriented on anorth/south axis with wagon doors a both ends. The south doorway hes a pair of large batten doors
hanging on atrack mounted on the interior face of thewall. Itistopped by afull transom in the fashion of the region,
and around window is centered in the gable above it. The entrance on the northwall hes been dtered from a

(continued)
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configuration matching that on the front; ingead of awindow the gable contained a large hay door, al of which hes
been replaced. A second smaller doorway is located on the eest Sde of the south faade and gppears to have been the
original accessinto the cow shed, which isagtructure about 15 feet wide atached to the eest Sde of the building,
with ashed roof abutting the bam wall just below the eaveof the bam roof A larger hanging-track machinery door
wes later insarted on the south faBade of the shed. The north end of

the shed may have been extended; however none of the eest wall contained within the shed hes bean painted
indicating it was never exposed to the weather. The hay barn hes vertical wood board siding without battens. It had
a date roof when congtructed, which has been recently replaced with agphat shingles.

The bam isframed with large square-section posts aligned on both sdes of acenter aidetied together a the topsby
beams crossing above the center aide, with beams traversing the sde aides and connecting to roof plates a the top of
wall pods. At the outsidejunctions the complex joints are braced inall three directions. The sills are mounted on a
brick foundation. The broad goan of the raftersis supported by canted purlins supported by the aide posts and braced
to cosheams. All the stmctural members were milled with circular saws, and there isamix of cut and wire nails
consistent with the building technology of the 1880s

The eedt Sde aide has been enclosed with animd gtals and pens, many of which overlap into the cow shed. A floor
hes been laid over the tie beams creating an devated platform where feed was stockpiled. Thewest Sde aideis
essentidly open exogpt in the front (south) end where tack and storage rooms have been created. Hay was stockpiled
in the roof goace supported by joists notched into the tie beams goaced acrossthe center aide. 1t was hoigted through
the mow door in the north end of the barn, and trangported through the goace using a carrier running on a track
fastened to the roof ridge. The large rooftop ventilator drew air entering the large end doors through the hay mess and
out the louvered openings in three arched openings on all four Sdes to dry the hay and prevent spontaneous
combustion.

Tobacco Barn

A tobacco bam measuring approximately 35 by 75 feet is located 150 feet north of the house a the westem edge of
the property neer what was a neighboring tobacco field (PHOTO 10). It was constructed ca.l880 during the period
the Rossfamily owned the farm. The circular-sawn framing members are nailed together with cut nails and mounted
on agone foundation. The framing sysem of the tobacco bam is similar to the hay bam, making them
contemporaneous. Typica of tobacco-drying facilitiesin the Connecticut River Valley, every other vertical board
congtituting the exterior siding on the long north and south walls of the building were hinged to their stationary
neighbors 0 that the walls could be opened for ventilation. Twisted iron hook closures survive on many of the
doors. Two ventilators on the ridge of the gable roof have been removed and roofed over. There are doors in the eest
and west geble endsfor transporting the tobacco inand out of the building. Presently, the interior contains a few
remnants of the characteristic drying racks and other components of the curing process.

Sables & Wagon House
A large gable facility indicates the extent of the activity occurring on the farm when it was crested through the
renovation of atobacco bam at the tum of the 20* century (PHOTO 11). The farm was producing and delivering

(continued)
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milk and it gopearsthat this fiinction, perhgpsincluding asmdl dairy, was based in this building. Three swing
vehicle doors (restored) are located on the west end of the building. Stall windowsinthe west faBade suggest that a
leest aportion of this goacewas used for gablesbefore it was dtered into agaragein the 1950s The upper-story
windows are dso alaer addition. Afinishedroom a the eest end of the building had an office or work function, and
there isevidence of there having been a shed extension on the eest faBade.

Corn Crib

A large com cribis located directly behind (north of) the hay bam (PHOTO 12). Itwas likely built inthe early
1900s. The building was congmcted of 2x4 inch framing connected with wirenails and is devated on poured
concrete pylons. The long, narrow building hes agable roof and tgpered sdestypical of the form. The wallsof the
frame are covered with chicken wireto ventilate the interior and dry the com. The unusud Sze of the building
reflectsthe increesing importance of com as afeed for dairy cows a the tum of the 20* century. The agphdt shingle
roof hes failed inanumber of areas, and the building isin poor condition.

Farm Worker Dwelling

This two-story gable-roof building was congructed of concrete block ca. 1955 for Blauvelt Tobacco Farms, Inc. to
house farm workers. 1t isamultiple dwelling with entrances on its south and eedt facades and fenestration comprised
of paired window units. This building is conddered noncontributing.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are known on the Ross Farm or inthe generd area(within one mile), Stesmay
be present. Native American settlement has been documented in the Connecticut River Valley for more than 10,000
years extending from the Paleoindian period to the present. Environmenta characteristics of the property represent
locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of ancient stes. The
Raoss Farm occupies awell-drained, level to moderatdy doping riverine terrace andfl oodpl ai nadjacent to the Mill River,
which formsthe eestem boundary of the property. Given the above information and levels of historic land use, a
moderate to high potentia exists for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the property.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Rass Farm property. Whileland that
included the RossFarm wes first granted in 1657, little evidence exigts indicating the areawas sattled prior to
congruction of the Gaius Burt House in 1801. Stmctura evidence may exist from asawmill built by Josgph Parsons in
1675; however, the precise ste of that mill is unknown. The Parsons sawmill was built to the south of Broughton's
Meadow, presumably aong the Mill River, its power source. That location could place the mill on the nominated
property. Structurd evidence may survive from the Gaius Burt House, which was demoalished inthe 1870s Burt's son
Theodore, built the existing house ca. 1825 to the west of his father's house. Structurd evidence may exist from arear
el originaly atached to the ca 1825 house, demolished in the early 20* century for atwo-car garage. Structura
evidence of bams, gables, and outbuildings may exist rdated to both the eder Burt's 1801 house and the existing home.
None of the outbuildings present when Austin Raoss purchased the farmin 1825 are extant today. Archaeological
evidence of occupationa-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist with both homes.

(end)
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9 Major Rihiiographiral Referenres
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

_ prdiminary determingtion of individud liging (36 _ State Historic Preservation Office
COMR 67) hes bean requested _ Other State agency

_ previody liged inthe Nationd Register _ Federal agency

_ previoudy deteminad digible by the Nationd )L Local government
Regger _ University

_ Odedgnated a Naiond Higoric Landmak _ Other

_ recorded by Higoric American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# Forbes Library, Northampton, MA

_ recorded by Higoric American Enginearing
Record #



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Hill - Ross Farm
Northampton, Hampshire Co. MA

Section number 8 Page 1

Narrative Statement of Significance  /

Summary *

The Ross Farm at 123 Meadow Street inthe Florence section of Northampton, Massachusetts, meets National
Register criteria A, B, and C inthe areas of architecture, and ethnic, social, and political history inassociation with
itsrole in both theabolitionist and communitarian reform movements inantebellum Massachusetts. Itis specifically
significant for itsassociation with the Underground Railroad in the Commonwealth. Between the construction of the
house in about 1825 and the Civil War, two separate occupants, Samuel Lapham Hill and Austin Ross, engaged in
documented efforts to assist fugitives from davery. During Hill's occupancy, from 1841 to 1845, the property also
was part of the complex of buildings and land owned by the Northampton Association for Education and Industry
(NAEI), one of three Utopian communitarian groups organized in antebellum Massachusetts. Indeed, the Ross Farm
istheonly property still standing in Florencethat was connected with the Association. Samuel L. Hill was a founder
of the group and embodied the remarkable fusion of antebellum Utopianism and abolitionism. In 1845 Austin Ross
purchased the farm from the Association, and he, hisson, and grandson operated it for the next 80 years. Ross and
hiswife, Fedelia, who came to Florence after being excommunicated from their church in Chaplin, Connecticut, for
their abolitionist fervor, were known for sheltering fugitives intheir home. The house isalso significant
architecturally asadistinctive example of early 19*-century farmhouse architecturethat evolved inplan and design
during the Ross tenure, and as a documented example of a dwelling that harbored fugitive saves making their way
out of the south onthe Underground Railroad. The property isnominated at a state level of significance in all these
categories, and it fulfils the Registration Requirements defined in the Massachusetts Multiple Property Submission
for Property Type #1, adwelling that harbored fugitives on the Underground Railroad. It has also been listed with
the National Park Service's Network to Freedom.

Northampton Association for Education and Industry and the Farm at 123 Meadow Street

According to historian Christopher Clark, the Northampton Association for Education and Industry was one of 119
commund socidties established inthe United Statesin the first six decadesof the 1800sand one of forty-seven
founded between 1841 and 1845." Created inApril 1842, the NAEI had been planned since 1841, the yeer that the
Transcendentdist George Ripley founded the Utopian Brook Farm in West Roxbury, and Universalist cleric Adin
Balou created the Hopedde community in Milford. The "come outers'—ipeople who withdrew from exigting forms
of civil and rdigious government—who founded each community aimed to develop functioning economic and socid
sygemsdevoid of the perceived corruptions of the prevailing order. Association founders identified among these
evilsthe increasing divergence of "intellectual and manud labor" in American society, the economic and socid

(continued)

' Chrigopher Clark, The Communitarian Moment: The Redicd Chdlenge of the Northampton Assodiaion (Ithaca and London:
Comdl Universty Press 1995), 184.
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inequity of the nascant industrial order, intemperance, the oppresson of some at the hands of more powerful others,
and dissengon in American churches over davery and women's rights. Y et, while abolitionistswere anong the
founders of eech community and each evinced some measure of commitment to abolitionism and equd rights, only
NAEI articulated those commitments as among its bedrock principles”

In large meeaure, the founders of NAEI shared argjection of sectarianism and davery, aswell as of other forms of
oppression. In areminiscence NAEI member Frances Judd characterized the founders and later members: "all were
eanett in the anti-davery cause many were deeply interested in non-resstance; all were temperance people and
some hed suffered expulsion from the churchesfor their course on anti-davery and other matters™”  Seven of the
deven founders were abalitionists before founding the association, and seven were from northeastem Connecticut, an
early hotbed of abolitionist sentiment.” Chief among the founders was George W. Benson (1808-79), whose father
had been afounding member of the Providence Society for Promoting the Abolition of Savery (1790); afounder and
officer of the Windham, Connecticut, Peece Society (1826); and the third presdent of the New England Anti-Slavery
Society (1834). Benson S had tumed from his birthright Baptist faith to become aQuaker, but his son disdained
religious affiliation on the grounds that it formed a"hindrance to this peoples advancament in Truth and holiness"”
George W. Benson's sgter Helen married William Lloyd Garrison, the nation's leader inthe cause of immediate
abolition of davery.* Physician Eraamus Darwin Hudson (1805-80) hed been active in both the Connecticut and
American Anti-Savery Societies and had lectured againg davery with Benson; in 1842, the year NAEI began,
Hudson traveled the lecture circuit with fugitive James Lindsay Smithr The antidavery views of Northampton native
Hall Judd (1817-50) hed triggered his excommunication from two churches, and his wife Frances Birge Judd was, if
anything, amore committed abolitionist than hewas. Judd's father Sylvester, anewspgper editor and historian, hed
hdped fugitives on their way north through the Connecticut Valley in 1838~ NAEI founder Samud Lagpham Hill
was abirthright Queker who had been excommunicated for marrying outside the Friends and joined the Baptist

(continued)

A Clark, in Communitarian Moment. 46 and dsawvhare, hes medke this argument, which gopears to be supparted by an andyss of
the founding doocumants of Brook Farm and Hopedde

' Franoss P Judd, "Reminiscences” in Chaldes A. Sheffidd, ed.. The Higtory of Horence Massadhusatts Induding a Complee
Accourt of the Northampton Assodiaion of Education and Industry (Horence: by the ediitor, 1895), 116.

"Ibid., 15,26.

A lbid., 18

* 1bid., 45.

" James Lindssy Smith, Autobiogrgphy of James L. Smith (Norwich, CT: Press of the Bulletin Compery, 1881), 62-67, dexribes
their tour together and the reception they recaived in toans throughout Connedticut and Massechusatts

* In his natebook Judd wrate, "'June 1, 1838, Bought pair of ssoond hand pentdoos—gave $2.25. Gave 50 aatsto ad in
trangporting mnaweay daves to Chardlemont.”" Sylvester Judd Niotebook, Number 1, 1ine 1833-1ne 1841, 201, Forbes Library,
Northampton, Massadhusdtts Tharks to Seve Simer of the Horence History Prgject for this information.
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church after he moved to Willimantic, Connecticut, to oversee a cotton mill there. Hill founded that town's Mae
Anti-Savery Society in 1836. A year earlier, after amob attacked the church during alecture of abolitionist Wendell
Phillips, whom Hill had invited to goegk He left the faith and, according to his son, "never again alowed his great
mind and heart to be trammeed by a church creed.™

The founders of NAEI chose Northampton in part becauseof their interest in silk manufacture, often characterized as
a"craze' throughout New England in the 1830s Whether it was specifically pursued for the purpose or not, the
interest in silk manufacture is oftentied to antidavery: unlike cotton, silk was a fabric produced by free, not endaved,
labor.™ Aboalitionists who supported the "free produce’ movemat—"thet is, the purchase of goods not produced by
endaved people—customarily wore silk and linen as aprotest." For its part, Northampton's fertile Connecticut
River Valley location had dready been chosen for an avowedly antidavery busnessenterprise.  Inthe spring of 1838
the abolitionist David Lee Child had begun to grow bestson an acre of land in the "meadows' inorder to meke free-
labor sugar from their roots. 1n 1840 he lessad twenty acresof land in Horence for the same purpose. The busness
failed to make aprofit and thusto support Child and hiswife, author and editor Lydia Maria Child, and by 1841 she
had moved to New Y ork City to assume editorship of the National Anti-Slavery Standard. By 1847 the Childs
abandoned the beat sugar experiment  dtogether.'

New York merchant Samud Whitmarsh had begun silk manufacture in 1835 on amogt 300 of meedow in Florence.
Part of this property was the |00-acre farm of Gaius Burt, who had settled in so-caled Broughton's Meadow in 1798.

(continued)

" Arthur G. Hill, "Biogrgphica Sketch," in Challes A. Sheffdd, ed., The Higory of Horence Massachusatts Induding a
Conmplete Acoourtt of the Northampton Assodation of Education and Industry (Horence by the editor, 1895), 207; Clark,
Communitatian Momeat, 41.

" Though some souross assat that "the Assodiaion saw silk manufediure as an dtemidive to cotton and the davery sydam that
apported its growth" (The Northampton Silk Route, brochure, Northampton Silk Project, 2002), reseerch hes o far found no
NAEI founder who overtly ated as much. Nor hes any evidence bean found that NAEI membars voicaed an objection to the fact
that George W. Banson wernt into cotton textiles after leaving the assodiation.

" Abalitionigt Deborah Weston wes ane of them. On 3 May 1839 de wrate to her Sgter Anne Warren Weston from New
Bedford, "In the evening | took tealy invite & the Bnarsons & as | wore my best silk gown, dl the compeny thought very well of
me—te Hdmesweaethere, the Tim Coffins, the Mackies& Ellis Bartlett, Mr Emarsonis assgant, who isan abalitionis.”
MsA.9.2.11, pege 95, Antidavery Callection, Bagton Public Library. On linen as af reelabor good, see Debarah Weston, New
Bedford, to Anne Waren Weston, 13 November 1838, MsA.9.2.10, pege 69, BRL Antidavery Collection.

"\ The Childshed earlier contemplated moving to afree-laborodony thet abalitionist Benjamin Lundy hoped to edtablish in
Mexico. There they met Gaorge Kimball, who later told Child thet 'some wedthy gertlemen’” in Boston would bedk him if he
would produce best sugar. Child went to ELrope to leam the business and upon his return partaered with one Edwin Church,
whose 1837 book on sugar beats recommendad the Connedticut River Vley of Massadhusats as the ided location for beat
cuhivation. See various letters of Lydia Maria Child bawean 1836 ad 1841 in Milton Mdtzer and Pafricia G. Halland, eds,
LydiaMaria Child: Sdected Letters. 1817-1830 (Amhad: University of Massadhusatts Press 1982), 54, 72, 115, 117, 141
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(Burt'sfarm eventualy becamethe core of what is now known as the RossFarm.) Burt built the first dwelling on the
property (razed inthe 1870s), and his son Theodore built the existing dwelling just west of the first house in
cal825.”f Whitmarsh planted acres of mulberry trees on the tract, and built a brick factory for the manufacture of
"sawing silk" (thread) and, later, various types of ribbons and silk vesting." Later inthe year Whitmarsh
incorporated the enterprise as the Northampton Silk Company. In 1841 they sold the property and fifty additiona
acresto Samud L. Hill. Just as Hill was completing the purchase, however, he and others creeted NAEI, andin
keeping with the association's commitment to commund ownership, the farm became part of its common property.”
Eventualy, the NAEI acquired the silk company's four-story brick factory, itsMill River dam and waterpower site, a
sawmill, some small workshops and outbuildings, and saverd dwellingswith land—including the Ross Farm—
amounting to 470 acres.

In acircular amed a recruiting members, the association gated its aim to organize the community "upon principles.
. .the best caculated to fulfill the designsof God in placing man in thislife." Existing educationd and business
ingtitutions did not empheadze "the co-operation of man as an essentid condition.” For his own part Hill deplored
"the competition SO omnipresent and oppressive’ of modem life. Association founders averred that contemporary
society ingtead recognized "invidious distinctions [and] assigning the highest rank for other reasons than mora
worth." The NAEI constitution stated the situation more critically. It decried the divide between thosewho did
productive labor and thosewho merdly lived on the labor of others—or, as it dsawhere stated, "extreme ignorance
and poverty inimmediate juxtaposition with the mogt insolent licentiousness.” It excoriated the "systematicaly
warlike" nature of govemments everywhere and the fact thet political partieswere "notorioudy and characteristically
dedtitute of principle except the love of place.” Finadly, the congdtitution criticized American religion for having
organized itself into "hostile sects' and for replacing "audible and visibleformsfor the inward power of tmth and
goodness." The asociation would ingtead saek "the union of spiritual, intellectual, and practica attainments' and
"the equality of rights and rank for all," itscircular declared. Among the seven constitutional principlesthe founders
articulated was that "the rights of dl are equa without distinction of sex, color, or condition, sect or religion."™*

The NAEI operated agtore, school, and common eating and living soecefor both familiesand single people who

(continued)

Both housss are depicted on a megp of Northampton deted 1831

It is undear how many acres of the Ross Fam propearty wies planted with mulberry trees "Higtorical Sketch of Horence”
Hampshire Gazdtte, 2 April 1867, Sated that thef reescovered one hundred aares of the later Ross Faim meedow, while Sheffdld,
Higory of Horence 58, dates that onlyfifteenaores of this mesdow hed thefrees, a leedt initidly.
" "Higoricd Sketch," 25-26. The assoddion ownad seven houss—te Ross famhouse, the originadl Gaius Burt adttage next
dooar, the Benson, Adam, and Mack houses ad "White's cottage™ All were oooupied by NAEI families. In 1844, neady déghty
manas lived in the boardinghouse S Sheffdd, Higtory of Horence, 96.
* S Sheffdd, Higory of Horence 69-77, whare the text of the dircular and condtitution gopears in full; Hill's quate gopears in
Clark, Communitarian Momert. 32.
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became members. The former Whitmarsh mill contained the store, the boardinghouse, and three rooms devoted to
making, finishing, and packing silk. NAEI's silk growing department handled the trees and cocoonery; itsagricultural
department cultivated crops for the community's use”™ By early April 1842 thirty persons had joined the association,
and by spring of 1844 NAEI had 120 members the mogt it had a any onetime. Over the four and ahaf years of its
exigence, NAEI attracted 240 members, and the association received a least 180 inquiries asking about or
recommending membership for people who ultimately did notjoin. More than half of the association's total
membership, historian Christopher Clark has noted, "had identifiable abolitionist connections or sympathies."”

Severd members and visitors noted that the collective commitment to abolition and equd rights was not only a
principle. The black abalitionist David Ruggles, who moved from New Y ork City to Northampton in 1842 and
became an NAEI member in the same year, wrotein the Albany North Star that the association "is founded on the
high idea of the EQUAL BROTHERHOOD OF THE RACE. While the great magjority of reformers aretheoretical
merely; the members of this Association are practical—endeavoring to live out the sacred principles of HUMAN
EQUALITY."" FancesJudd recaled that "when David Ruggles came herefrom New Y ork to find arefuge, he was
welcomed and trested as an honored friend, and 0 were many othars"' When aNew Bedford abalitionist wrote to
ak about the admission of a man of color, NAEI secretary William Adam replied, "Of course, hiscolor isnot a
disgualification but rather arecommendation to us" "It was aplace to extinguish all aristocratic pretensions. There
was no high, no low, no madters, no sarvants, no white, no black," Frederick Douglass noted after avisit to Forence
inthe early 1840s "l found . .. that the men and women who were interested in the work of revolutionizing the
whole system of civilization were dso degply interested in the emancipation of the daves, and thiswas enough to
insure my sympeathy to these universal reformers"™ Clark hes argued that association membears embraced "black
men and wormen among them as equas—one of the few places anywhere in the United States to do <o in this
period."™ Thisagpect of the association irritated the Newburyport Watchtower. which described the Florence
community as composed of "extreme Abolitionists, Come-outers, broken down politicians, negroes, ladiesand
children." Still, Clark hes suggested, NAEI's gtrict admission gandards—a candidate had to be known and

(continued)

N Other NAEI departments were lumber, cutlery, mechanicd (which induded ghoe miaking), dometic (to take care of the
boardinghouse and seaure work for women), sore, accounting, educationd, and secretarid. Sheffdd, Higtory of Horence: 89-90.
" Clark, Communitarian Momert. 2, 61, 66, 76.
" David Rugdes to Editor of the Albany North Star, reprinted in Liberator, 24 May 1844.
~ Judd, "Reminisoence” in Sheffdd, Higory of Harence 117.
AN William Adam to John Balley, 13 Febmary 1843, dited in Paul Gaffhey, "Coloring Utopia: The African Ameaican Rresace in
the Narthampton Assodiaion of Education and Indudtry,” in Christopher Clark and Kerry W. Buckley, eds, Letersfroman
Amgican Utopia The Sietson Family and the Northampton Assodiaion. 18431847 (Amharst and Bogton: Universty of
Measssdustts Press 2004), 143

Fredarick Douglass "What | Found a the Northampton Assodiation,” in Sheffeld, Higtory of Horence: 130.

Clark, Communitarian Momert. 7.

Ibid., 95. .
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recommended by amember or afriend of the group—may have limited black membership. Only four people of color
are known to have been NAEI members—Ruggles, Sojoumer Truth (who began spesking publicly on abolitionism
only after coming to Florence), and the fugitives Stgphen C. Rush and GeorgeW. Sullivan.N

Samuel Hill, the Ross Farm, and Fugitive Assistance

Samud Lgpham Hill cameto Florence in the spring of 1841 and resided inthe house on the former Burt farm. He,
like Garrison, was adamantly nonsectarian and nonpolitical. Unlike the poalitical abalitionists who split from the
American Anti-Slavery Society to form the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society in 1839, Hill refused to vote;
he rather believed in the power of what Garrison termed "moral suasion” to eradicate davery™ Committed to the
association'sam "to work out an improved gate of society,” Hill becamethe NAEI's first and longtimetreasurer. In
addition, he was for sometime the assistant superintendent of silk manufacture there and began, with his Willimantic
ascdiate Hiram Wells, amachine shop to produce cutlery and metal goodsthe community needed. Northampton
abolitionist Seth Hunt later declared that Hill's name should "stand highesf on the list of "founders and upbuilders'
of FHorence "he was a gaunch friend of the poor and oppressed and a sout defender of free thought and the broadest
religioustoleration," Hunt wrote™

Severd examples of Hill's assstanceto fugitives from davery have been documented, but his son Arthur Gaylord
Hill, bom in 1841 on the RossFarm, recalled it to have been systematic even though he could remember few specific
"incidents' when asked about the subject in the early 1890s " A good many passengers stopped 'five minutesfor
refreshments & my father's, and conductors were often changed here" A. G. Hill wrote in responseto aquery from
local higtorian Josgph Marsh. "On afew trips | was either conductor or assistant conductor. Quite anumber of the
through passengars temporarily took up their abodein Florence, the bamy anti-davery climate here proving very

(continued)

SQullivan, admitted as an NAEI member in early Novamber 1843, 1eft the community in mid-1844; see Dolly W. Setson,
Northampton, to James A. Setson, 26 Uly 1844, in Clark and Buckley, eds. Letersfroman American Utopia 49. Rush arrived
in May 1843. William Lloyd Garrison wrote in the Liberator. 2 Augugt 1843, that Rush wes "a fugitivef romthe land of chaing
whips ad bowie knives, and sx months ago sood under the laeh of the driver as a beast of burden”; he wes impdled to escape
when he leamed that, as Garrison noted, "Massadhusats hed given suooor and protection to George Latimer," the fugitive who
exgpadfromNorfolk, Virginia, to Bogon in October 1842 Rugh left NAEI in April 1846 but soon afterward agked to ke
reedmitted. '| have tried the people out," hewrate to Hall Judd on 7 July 1846, "but | don't find no plece like the assodation yet
for | bdieve thet they live out a principle thet the world no nothing about.” Rush's letter is bound into Reoords of NAEI, 4:26,
American Antiquarian Sodety, Worcester. Thenksto Seve Sfrimer for this information.

"Higorica Sketch," 25.

Quoated in Sheffdd, Higtory of Horence 205.
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dtractive to them."™ Hill then gated that his father mogt frequently brought fugitives to "the Kingman'sin
Cummington, but occasiondly our living freight was delivered to aMr. Crafts housein Whatdy."

Three years later, Arthur Hill provided somewha more specific detail about his father's activity to Underground
Railroad chronicler Wilbur Siebert. "Our sation was on the line from Hartford going North, though sometimes we
hed passengers who would come up part way through the Hudson River Valley or diagonally acrossfrom the
Pennsylvania line. Mogt of those who came to us came via Southampton (10 miles from FHorence) and were brought
to us by aMr. Lyman (whose first namel do not recall) or some one of his neighbors. Our ddliveries were usualy
medeto alittle circle of abolitionists a Cummington Mass, eighteen miles northwest of Florence, of which circle Mr
Kingman was one of the centres. Sometimes our passengarswere sent through Whately about ten miles north of
Horence up the Connecticut River Valley, to aMrs. Crafts"" Whether Hill received fugitives a his home between
1841 and 1845, when he lived a the RossFarm, as well as in the home he occupied a 33 Maple Street afterward, is
not known. His son Arthur was only four in 1845 and surdly did not begin to help his father until about 1850, though
what hetold Marsh and Sebert may have been basad partly on stories recounting events before he was bom or in his
infancy.

Fugitive narratives and the retrospective accounts of fugitive assgtants and their families strongly suggest that

pessage up the Connecticut River Valley was common among fugitives”' Basil Dorsay, who escaped Maryland

davery in 1836, eventually reached the home of black abolitionist Robert Purvis outside Philadelphia; Purvis went
(continued)

Arthur G. Hill, Horencg, to Josgoh Marsh, 31 January 1893, quated in Josgoh Marsh, "The 'Underground Railway," in ibid.,
164.

Richard Kingmean gperated a tavem on Main Strest in Cummington, northwest of Horence now 41 Main Stred, it isa loca
higoric ste cdled Kingmen Tavem. James M. Crafts, bomin Whatdy in 1817, did not profess any directfiigitiveasdstanoe when
hewrate to Wilbur Sebat in 1896. "Of course everything of the nature of assiding runaway daves on their jourmey wes kept very
dose"" Crafts wrate "And  young fdlows were condderad likdly to be legky. S we were nat mede the asddants in the kegping of
sxres of thet kind—Yet | have diginct recollections rddiveto the fact thet Mr Qsse Monson wies dway's credited with the honor
of being the leeder in asdding the poor black men to escgpe” Crafts, Orangg, MA, to Sebat, 24 July 1896, Sebat Notebooks
~* Arthur G. Hill, Bogton, July 18, 1896, to Sebat, Sebat Natebooks
N Writing in 1900, Adla Greare of Springfield wrate thet fiigitives coming to the cenfral Connecticut coestfromNew  York City
took cre of "two routes of the Underground sysent” into Massadhusatts and possibly Vemont and Caneda These routes
conveagad a Northampton, andfromthere a "sour track”" exiged when it wes neoessary "to blind the purauer of fugitives"" Greane
wrote, "The nmaways were sat over the hillsfromNorthampton and Horence to Cummington, where they were ket in hiding
until the hunters, syppPading them gone forward W the valey hed pursued them and hed retumedfromtherfiniitlessseerchiin thet
direction and ebendoned the quest and gone home" Fugitivees then recrossed the hills to proosed further north wp the valey.
Greanes sourass ae, howeve, unknown. Adla Greang "The Undarground Railroad & Those Who Opearaed 1t—I 1 Well-
Known "[Outlawg]" of Westfield, Northampton, Amhars and Other Toms—/"The Cheter Branch, A [Bit] of the Way in
Vemont," Soringfield Republican. 1 April 1900. This threepart saries wes reprinted in pamphlet formin 2006 by Collective
Copies Inc, in Horence
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with Dorsey toNew Y ork and there placed Dorsey "in the handsof Joshua L eavett, the editor of The Emancipator,
who sent him to Connecticut to find employment on his father's faom."™ The Leavitt farm was actudly in
Charlemont, Massachusetts, avalley town north of Florence. There Dorsey and hisfamily lived until about 1844,
when they moved to Northampton. 1n 1838 James Lindsay Smith fled from Northumberland County, Virginia, to
New Cadle, Ddaware, and then to Philadelphia. Fugitive assgantsthere sent him "with aletter directed to David
Ruggles' (who moved to Florence in 1842) of the New Y ork Vigilance Committee, and Ruggles in tum sent Smith
off with "two letters, oneto aMr. Foder, in Hartford; and the other to Doctor Osgood, in Springfield." Smith took a
geamboat to Hartford and ancther to Springfield, where he found his way to the home of Samud Osgood, pagtor of
Springfidld's First Congregational Church. By 1842 he moved to Norwich, Connecticut, Ruggless native place,
where he lived the rest of his life. Probably in 1839 or 1840, William Green, afugitivefrom Maryland's Eagtem
Shore, waas taken aboard avessd by awilling captain to Philade phiaand was sent on to Ruggles in New Y ork;
Ruggles likewise sant Green to Osgood in Springfidd M The presence of numerous fugitivesin Springfield isat least
suggested by the fact that fully 29.9 % of the city's 1855 black population claimed dave-gtate birthplaces. Only in
New Bedford, whose fugitive population is documented to have been substantia, was the proportion of southem-bom
blacks as high.

Arthur G. Hill noted that the NAEI members fedlings about equa rights—"that the brotherhood of men included all
of whatever color or shgpeof head,” as he put it—encouraged somefugitives to remain in Horence rather than
continue their flight. "Here at any rate was ahouse of refuge for the ill-treated wanderer whether from Southem
davery or Northem barbarity,” he stated. "Many residents of color therefore soon medethistheir home and were
fraternally gregted and guarded."" In 1843 Sophia Foord, who taught the NAEI school for atime, noted in aletter to
the fugitive assgant Robert Adams, then living in Pawtucket, "Thisis becoming or has dready become quite a depot
for fugitives—one left here on Thursday & ancther arrived the day following whowill probably tarry a short time. He
is quite intelligent, goesks of having been kindly trested by aMrs Adams of Providence [illegible word] day last
week, who it ispresumed isyour mother—He say's the daves excape 0 frequently that their magters say the
abolitionists must have arail road under ground, that many more would mn away were it not for the belief they are

(

(continued)

# Punvisquated in R C. Smedey, Higtory of the Underground Railroad in Chester and the Neighboring Counties of Pannsyivania
(Lancadter, PA: Office of the Joumd, 1883), 356-61. "Badl Dorsey," Hampehire Gazette 2 April 1867, dates that "gartlamen
comected withthe Anti-Savery Slandard sat him [Dorsey] to Northampton,” but the National Anti-Savery Sandard, the
nengagpe to which the Gazdte mudt refer, did nat begin publication until 1840, four years after Dorsey's excgpe S Nationd
Regger Nomination Form for the Dorsey-Jones Houss, Noorthampton, Hampehire Cournty, Massadhusatts (2004).

Smith, Autobiography: Narrative of Evatsin the Life of William Green (Formerly aSave), Written by Himsdf (Springfidd: L.
M. Guamsey, 1853). Green wes a Springfidd resdant & the time he published this narrative.

A. G. Hill, "Horence the Meota Sanduary of the Colored Raoe™ Arthur G. Hill Pgpers Farbes Library, Northampton, MA.
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taught to cherish that abaolitionists a the Northwould beet them."  Sixteen fugitives, fourteen by name, have so far
been identified as Northampton residents, if only briefly, in the 1840sand 1850s*

Judging by the 1850 federal cenaus, Florence gppears to have been amore hospitable place for people of color than
the rest of Northampton. Almost 37 % of Northampton's black population lived in Florence, whaose population was
only 17 % of the total population of Northampton. People of color were 9.6 % of Florence'stotal population,
compared to 19 % of the population of the rest of Northampton. Only two of Florence's fifty-six people of color
(35 %) did not live in their own households (and both lived inthe homes of former NAEI members), whilethirteen
of Northampton's eighty-four people of color did (15.5 %).M

Two ingtances of Samud Hill's assganceto specific fugitives who opted to remain in Florence have been
documented. I1n 1852 Samud Hill sold three acres of land to Basil Dorsay, afugitivewho had been living in Florence
snce 1844. However, in that transaction Hill reserved one acre, with its dwelling house, where the fugitive William
Wright was then living™ The dwelling was the "oil mill house' that David Ruggles had purchased about 1846, ad
in which he hed lived until some point before his degth in 1849. Hill had come into possession of the house as one of
the adminigtrators of Ruggless edtate, 0 it was clearly he who rented the houseto Wright after it had been moved to
South Street in Florence; it still gandsa 47 Horence Road™N William Wright was one of the ten "fugitives from
southem Savery" who published a notice in the Northampton Courier urging town residentsto attend public meeting

(continued)

Sophia Foord, Northampton, to Robat Adams 8 May 1843, private collection.

Among them weare Mary Sy, Gearge Washington Sulllivan, Sigohen C. Rush, and Thomes H. Jones Sy, sdd to have bean bom
in ether Nev Orleens or Natchez, worked for atime & the tavem run by Jeramy Warringr in Springfidd; e excgoedfrombher
onner, a"Cal. Trask," and it ey be a that timethat de came to Horence, where e wes listed in the 1855 date camaus Se hed
retumed to Springfied by 1860. Se an interview with Sy's deughter, Mrs. Juliales in "Passing of the Old Tavemn: Unde
Jrary Warineg's Old Coffee House—\Wheare He Entertained Such Natables as Kosauth and Jamy Lind," Springfidd
Homesteed. 6 Feomary 1907; se d<o "Jary Warriner's Tavem,” Springfidd Weskly Republican. 31 January 1907, 13, ad
Saeh B. Marick (Warringr's great niece by adoption). Wet Seettle, to Wilbur Sebart, 28 Feomary 1907, Sebat Notebooks
" Tharks to Seve Srimer for providing the range of housshdds ligted in the 1850 aaaus that weare Horence househdlds
Horences populaion of 580 parsons induded 56 people of color in thet yeer.

HCD 142430,

Seve Srimer, "Benjamin Barrett/David Madk/David RuggesHammeh Randdl House A Provisond Interpretation of the
Bvidence 47 Horence Roed, Horence, MA" (Manusript, 6 July 2006. Hill later trandferred the house ad its aneare ot to
Hiram Stebbing who in tum s0ld it to the African American laundress Hanmmeh Randall. She her deughtars and her grandson lived
there until Randdl died in 1883
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on the Fugitive Save Act in October 1850."" Wright was listed inthe 1850 Northampton censusas a fifty-year-old
black laborer who gstated his birthplace as Massachusetts, clearly addiberate falsification. In 1850 Hill aso helped
Sojoumer Truth, another former NAEI member, to purchase her own home in Horence, and he hed his son Arthur
copy Tmth's narrative of her life, taken down by "a kind lady in ancother town," and printed it in pamphlet form.

"We expected to work out an improved state of society,” Hill later said of NAEI, "and make oursdves and friends
happier.” In hislife after the association distanded Hill continued what he termed the "honest, eernest efforts for a
better life" that NAEI membershad begun." Facing stifling debt and, perhaps, growing discord, the NAEI begento
unrave in the fall of 1845" In October GeorgeW. Benson resigned, and he and the associaion divided the common
property. Benson purchased ninety acres and the four-story mill, which he quickly converted to a cotton textile mill
with the backing of Northampton's Wiiliston family, evangelica abolitionists whose assistanceto fugitives hes long
been assated™”™ The NAEI held the remaining 380 acres, the boardinghouse, severd houses and workshops, the
cocoonery, and the farm. Benson's purchase was designed to reduce the association's debt, but the enterprise proved
no more tenable after the sale. NAEI disbanded inearly November 1846, and Hill donetook on all of NAEI's
liabilities, stock, and debt. He then developed aplan with his brother-in-law Edwin Eaton of Chaplin, Connecticut, to
make it possible for former association members and othersto own their own property and in <o doing, Clark hes
suggested, be ableto maintain some samblance of the socid world they had created in Florence. Hill plotted lots in
the modem-day center of Horence, sold building lots, and provided financing. "It was a strong desire of Mr. Hill,"
one local historian noted, "that every man of family should own his little home place, and his influence was thus
extended. Many poor men have been helped by him in the erection of homesteeds, and whenever he hes desded land
for that purpose he hes gipulated that no intoxicating liquors should be sold on the premises. In addition Hill hoped

(continued)

"To the Citizens of Northampton," Northampton Courier. 15 October 1850. The Sgnars weare Basl Dorsey, William C. Randdl,
Joseoh Wilson, George Wright, "Losenbary,” John Williams, Lewis French, William Hary Boyer, Hary Anthony, and William
Wright. Like William Wright, George Wright dated his birthplace fasdy, asNew Y ork, in the 1880 caaus Darsey (Maryland),
French (Virginia), Anthory (Maryland), Wilson (Maryland), and Williams (Kentucky) represented their birthplaces honestly.
Randdl, Losanbary, and Boyer do not gopeer e Harence residentsin the 1850 caaus and the 185 date oaaus ons only
Doy and Anthony till in town.

Sand L. Hill, Centarville MN, 2 Feomary 1867, for "Higtoricd Sketch," 89.

Se Sheffdd, Higory of Horence 101, on the rumored souroes of discontent among assodaion mambas

According to Adla Greeng, "The Underground Railroad & Those That Opearated It," Springfield Repubdican. 8 April 1900
(reprint, Horenog, MA: Coallective Copies 2006) J. P. Wiiliston shdtered fugitives a his house on King Sfrest in Northampton
ad a his eqoase padto movethose who wished to move further north, "byfrainor teem." Greane dated that Wiiliston sat
fugitives to Levi Graves "and a Billings or two" a Hatfield and empoyed fugitives a his Horence cotton mill, induding Basil
Dorsey. Other sources assating a prominent Underground Railroed rolefor Wiiliston indude letter of Henry Sheahad,
Northampton, to Wilbur Sebart, 2 October 1896; F. Bomney, Hadley, to Sebat, 18 Sgatamba 1896; Arthur G. Hill, Bogton, 18
July 1896, to Sebat; and Bogon Evening Transoript. 31 March 1926, Sebat Notebooks
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to raise enough money through property sales to extinguish the association's debt. The plan was a least partially
successful: as Clark hes noted, "By the autumn of 1846 enough hed been doneto permit the community to end
without acomplete financial collgpse"*"

Hill took over the association's silk business and, after some early difficulty, founded Nonotuck Silk Company
(initially Nonotuck Steem and Silk Manufactory, incorporated in 1855) with Northampton's Samud L. Hinckley asa
silent partner. The company made machine twist, sewing, embroidery, rope, etching, color-fast knitting silks, and silk
hosery and underwear, and it is bdieved to have mede the first threed for sewing machines By 1867 Nonotuck Silk
employed 137 people a its Forence factory and another 87 people a aplant innearby Leeds It became
Northampton's largest employer and the state's largest producer of silk goods™' By 1892 it had plants in adjacent
Haydenville and in Hartford, Connecticut, and employed eight hundred pegpe*” With two other investors Hill dso
financed former NAEI member Hiram Wellsin the machine busnessthat became FHorence Sewing Machine
Company, which by 1867 employed nearly three hundred people; the popularity of its FHorence modd medeit a least
for atime one of the nation's leading sewing machine manufacturers.  Hill dso invested in the button and
daguerrentype casefactory of Alfred P. Critchlow; Critchlow is Sated to have employed fugitives to work in this
plant. By the 1860sR. G. Dunn credit accounts statethat Hill wes a the very least "worth $100,000.""

With this subgtantial wealth Hill crested four local institutionsthat bespoke his commitment to equa rights and socid
reform. With two other men he incorporated the Workingmen's Savings Bank of Florence. Like mechanics banks
and five cants savings banks, workingmen's banks offered low minimum depodts as away to enable middling and
working people to ssveand havetheir savingsinvested. In 1863 Hill and othersfounded Florence's Free
Congregationd Society, which aimed to accomplish gods much like those of the NAEI. Itsarticles of agreament
dated, "We st up no theological condition of membership, and neither demand nor expect uniformity of doctrinal
belief; asking only unity of purpose to ssak and accept the right and tme, and an honest aim and effort to make these
the mles of life. And, recognizing the brotherhood of the human race and the equdity of human rights, we make no
digtinction as to the conditions and rights of membership in this society, on account of sex, or color, or nationality.""*"
In 1864 Hill contributed $31,000 toward the $33,000 cost of a new schoolhouse for the district, he funded an evening
schooal for working adults and children, and in 1876 he founded one of the first kindergartens to be created inthe

. , 2NN (continued)

N "Higoricd Sketch" 27: Clark. Communitaian Moment. 181,
+ In the fal of 182, when asgparate podt office wasto be established in the didfrict, resdents assamided to dhoose aname Dr.
Chades Munde who  operated the weater aure David Ruggles hed edablished, suggested the neme Horenoe, bacause thet city wes
"the gredt Sk emparium of Itay." Se Sheffdd, Higory of Horence 107 Clark, Communitatian Momant. 206.

"Higoricd Sketch, 26; Clark, Communitarian Momert. 162

Sheffdd, Higtory of Horence 242, "Higtoricd Sketch, 15, Clark, Communitarian Moment. 207.
" Clark, Communitarian Moment. 213,

Clak, Communitaiian Momant. 207; Sheffdd, Higtory of Horence 147-48.
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United States Like the Free Congregational Society, Hill stated that he would fund the kindergarten as long asit
educated smdl children inaway "unmixed with ecclesagtical and theological exercises or influence" and remained
open to all Horence resdents "without distinction of race, nationality, or previous condition."™ Clark hes gated of
Hill, "Keeping in the background, he was rarely mentioned by visitors. But in time he quietly emerged as the
community's last main leeder and principal arbiter of its fortunes," the man "eventually to become most closdly
identified with the community and its local influence." '

Austin Ross, the Ross Farm, and Fugitive Assistance

The Ross Farm had been part of the common property of NAEI since 1841, and with the association'sdemisein July
1846 it fell to trustees Samud L. Hill, Hall Judd, and Josgph C. Martin. At first they mortgaged 305 acresin six
adjoining lots, including the farm, to the tmstees of Amherst College, and in October 1849 Hill sold the farmto Abel
Rass of Chaplin, Connecticut, who had moved to Northampton probably about the same time as his nephew Austin
Ross Austin Ross arrived in Horence in March 1845 and probably lived a the 123 Meadow Street property from the
time of his settlement there: Hill had moved to anew housein 1845, and it ssamslikely that he did 0 to meke way
for Ross Austin Ross purchased the property from his uncle in duly 1857

Austin Ross (1812-1902) and his wife Fideliamoved to Northampton to mn the association's farm. "When the water-
curewas inoperation,” one local history notes, "he supplied that establishment with from 50 to 75 quarts [of milk]
per day."™ He continued dairying, to supply the villagewith milk, after the association disbanded and a any given
time kept from twelveto twenty cows. Ross camefrom Chaplin to Florence about the same time as Josgph C. Martin,
to whom he was rdated by marriage, and it islikely that he knew Hill and other NAEI membersin Connecticut,
where he had been an abolitionist. According to Clark, Hill and other Willimantic aboalitionists were "in touch with a
further group, in the smal town of Chaplin, Connecticut, that fought along battle over abolitionism and women's
rights within the congregationa church before being forced to give up" and leave it. The antidavery movement in
Chaplin had been, Clark hes noted, "active and close-knif and had existed harmonioudy with the church until the
schigm in the movement in 1839-40. Martin, "one of the radicals," and others actively opposed the Congregationd
minister's efforts to kegp women from speeking a revival medtings and his characterization of abolitionists as a
"disorganizing" influence. Garrisonians, or "old organizationists," argued for the involvement of women as equas in
antidavery reform because equd rights for adl was amain tenet of the movement; "new organizationists' held that
any focus on women diffused the movement's original focus on the plight of the endaved. Chaplin abolitionists tried

(continued)

~* Sheffdd, Higory of Horence 148, 156-57; "Higtoricd Sketch," 27; Clark, Communitatian Moment. 216.

Clark, Communitarian Momert. 166, 17.
" HCD 114:269, 130 325, 174:254.

"Higtorica Sketch," 30; Clark, Communitarian Momant. 188 How may acres Ross initidly famed isundear; his purdiese
from Abd Rossin 1857 induded 116 ecres
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to compd the church to take aformal gand againgt davery until 1843, when they decided to "come out”; the church
excommunicated them, and within months Martin moved to Florence. Martin became a member of the NAEI in April
1844, and nine months later Ross arrived. Clark does not mention Rossas among the Chaplin objectors, but it seams
amog certain that he was. "In his early life he became an abolitionist," the Hampshire Gazette noted in its 1901
obituary for Ross, "and was digmissed from the Presbyterian church on account of his anti-davery sertiments"*  His
uncle Abel was probably dso among them: on 6 March 1841 later NAEI member Eraamus Darwin Hudson wrote,
"Lagt evening went to Friend Hill's with Geo. W. Benson, W. L. Garrison . . . . after the meeting went home with bro
Abel Rossand Charles L. Fiske who have been persecuted by their minister becausethey favor mde and femde
equaly participating in religious medings"™

That Ross was an abolitionist is indicated by hisfinancial support of the North Ster, the antidavery newspgper
Frederick Douglass began in 1847, and Douglasss later Frederick Douglass Pgpar’" That he assged fugitives was
assarted inloca histories and in numerous obituaries for both him and hiswife. "Hishome was ussd as an
underground rail-road, sheltering fugitive davesin their flight to Canadawhere freedom waited him," Florence's
Anna Pauline Friedrick recalled. "Mr. and Mrs. Rosswere ardent abolitionists, and their home sarved as a gation of
the 'underground' railroad," one 1902 obituary for Fidelia Ross gated, and Austin Rosss Hampshire Gazette
obituary the yeer before noted, "During the anti-davery times he was a successful agent for the underground railroad,
and many a dave was gotten into Canadathrough his assgance Rosssantidavery impulse isdso evident in his
membership in the Free Soil Party (Ruggles, Basil Dorsey, and Critchlow were all members as well), and his
commitment to equd rightsis demondrated by his charter and lifel ong membership in Florence's Free
Congregationa Society.”

In his 1893 account of Florence's role in the Underground Railroad, Joseph Marsh asserted one specific ingance of
Rosssfugitiveassgance”™ Heis sad to have shdtered afugitive whose last namewas Wilson "about ayear and a
half in one of his chambers' and to have secured him work as a night watchman a the Greenville cotton mill (the
successor to Benson's cotton mill, which failed in 1850). Arthur G. Hill recaled afugitive named William Wilson,

(continued)

Ibid., 44; Chrigopher Clark and Kerry W. Budkley, eds. Lettersfroman Ameican Utopia The Setson Family and the
Northampton Assodiation. 18431847 (Amhars and Bogon: University of Massachusdtts Press 2004), 152 n. 149; Ausm Ross
obituary, Hampehire Gaeette. 28 Januery 1901

Hudson Family Pgpers Spedd Callections and Archives W. E. B. DuBais Library, Universty of Massachusats Amhare.
Tharksto Seve Sfrimer for this excampt.

Sethe "Recdpts’ cdumnin North Sar. 25 January 1850, and Fredaridk Douglass Paper. 11 Feboruary 1853,

Hary S Gae Raminisoencss of Old Northampton: Sketdhes of the Town as It Appearedfrom1840 to 1850 (N.p., 1902), 61-
62, Ohituary for Audin Ross Hampshire Gazdlte

Marsh, ""Underground Railway," 167.
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but hedid not gatethat he lived with Rossat any time. NAEI member Dolly Stetson referred to aJames Willsonin

three letters to her husband in 1844 and 1845, but thisWillson left the community in May 1845 because, she wrote,

"he isnot agood workman."' Because Rossdid not moveto Horence until March 1845, it ssams unlikely that this
men isthe Wilson he housed for eghteen months.

It is possible, however, that the Wilson at the Rass Farm was Josgph Willson, one of the ten fugitives who Sgned the
Fugitive Save Act meeting call in October 1850 and who sold alot he had purchased in 1848 only three days after
that meging>"* Hill recounted Wilson'sstory twice, once referring to him only as Wilson and once as William
Wilson; it may bethat Hill smply recalled the man's first name incorrectly. One of Hill's reminiscences dates that
Wilson came to Horence "beforethe decision of Justice Taney and itsresults," which would have placed hisarrival

a someindefinite moment before March 1857, when U.S. Supreme Court Justice Roger Taney uphdd alower-court
mling that Dred Scott was not free even though his magter hed often brought him into territories where davery was
illegal. Hill wroteof Wilson, "He decided to remain here, became alaborer, lived on Nonotuck ., got together a
little money, tramped back to Virginiatotry to rescue his son from davery. After afew months he gopeared with his
son. Leaving him he went back to get his daughter. He was captured and kept in davery again for severd months. He
again excgpad and arrived herewith his daughter when the three started for Canada to happily bregthe the air of
freedom." In another account Hill noted that Wilson's son stayed behind in Florence during his father's second trip
south because he was " confident that his father would again escgpe and decided to wait for him here. Sure enough, in
alittle whilethe old gentleman and daughter came, and after ashort Say to rest and get alittle money the whole party
moved north to the queen'sdominions." Whether this man or his son lived for some time with Ross, and whether
Hill described the Josgph Wilson of 1850, isnot known; no man of color by either name gopearsin Northampton
cansusssof 1855 and 1860.

The Ross Farm's Later Years
In 1870 the Rosshousehold included Austin and Fidelia, as well as their son, Dwight, and his new wife, Mary. Their
daughter, Martha, still lived "at home," adthough the Rosses third child, Edson, had left the house. Two farm
laborers dso boarded with the family. Ten yearslater, Austin and Feddia shared the housewith two farm workers
and ahired housekegper.  Both Dwight and Martha, who in the meantime had married local merchant Robert M.
Branch, had sgparate households. Dwight and hisfamily lived in ahouse on Meadow Stret eedt of the Mill River;
the Branches addressis unknown. By 1884, Austin Rosshad built anew bam to the property & 123 Meadow Stredt,
(continued)

Dally W. Setson, Northampton, to James A. Setson, 6 May 184, 20 Feomary 1845, 4 May 1845, in Clak ad Buckley, eds.
Letasfroman Ameican Utopia 36, 86, 106.

Joseoh Willson purdhesad ot #4 in Bensonville Village lotson 12 October 1848 and wes living next to Ezekid Cooper, ds0 an
AfricanrAmericanfromMaryland, a the tunethe federd caas wes takenin Horencein August 1850 . Willson sold the lot on 26
October 1850, S HCD 125307, 136.36.

Hill, "Horence the Meota Sanduary of the Calored Reod'; Sheffdd, Higtory of Horence 166.
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but & more than 70 years of age, he had given over much of the day-to-day management of the farm and the milk
delivery route to Dwight. 1n 1890 Austin conveyed title to the 122-acre farm to his son, and parents and son
exchanged houses, with Dwight taking charge of the homestead. In 1901 Martha Jane Branch was desded a lot of
land on the southeast comer of Meadow and Progpect dtreets. Her addressin 1900 wias 48 Meadow Street, opposite
her parents retirement house a no. 61. Austin died the following year*”

At Dwight Rosssdegth in 1917, his obituary described the Ross Farm as "one of the largest in the Connecticut
valley," and it further noted that Dwight was known throughout the valley as "a tobacco raiser and for many years as
aproducer of milk."" Whenthe 1910 census was enumerated, Dwight was awidower, and his son, Alfred L. Ross,
and Alfred'swife, Florence, were living with him on the farm, with the son described as the "foreman.”" Dwight
conveyed the farmto his son in 1915*" The 1920 cenausindicates that Alfred, hiswife and two daughters were the
farm's sole occupants following his father's desth. The censusrecorded his occupation as "tobacco farmer." Ross
s0ld the farm, which amounted to 122 acres of land, to Richard J. Whalen, abuyer and packer of leaf tobacco from
nearby Hatfield in 1927. The farm carried a $12,000 mortgage, and Whalen wasfi nancedby Hippie Bros. & Co.,
Inc. of Philadelphia, apparently atobacco trader. Whaen became sole owner in 1928, but defaulted on his mortgage
in 1931, which had been picked up by another tobacco trader, H. Duys& Co., Inc. in New York City.

In 1930, the farm was rented to Frederick J. Wentzdl, a29-year-old bom in Massachusettsto German parents. He
wes listed as a"generd farmer,” athough tobacco likely continued. Perhaps Wentzel had been operating the farm
snce Richard J. Whaen had purchased itin 1927. Alfred L. Rosswas working as a laborer on alarge tobacco farm
in Enfield, Connecticut, when the censuswas teken that year. He was one of fourteen farm workersresidingin a
boarding house there while hiswife and daughters resided in arented home back in Florence. Their Massachusetts
household dso included two female boarders, an indication of economic hard times.

Wentzd was followed by Lawrence and Edna Pratt as tenants before H. Duys & Co. sold the property to Harry W.
and Minnie B. Marsh of Hatfield in 1939. The Marshes moved to the farm and immediately sold a4.38-acreparcd a
the west sde of the farm on Spring Street, and they sold a sevenacre parcel east of the Mill River in 1941 suggesting
that they were covering losses on the farm with the sdle of property.*”  Another tobacco grower, Richard H. Blauvelt,
bought the farm in 1946; he dso bought 17 acres of land on the south side of Meadow Street and opposite the farm.
The following yeer, he sold both tracts to Theodore Blauvelt, either his son or brother. In 1955 Theodore Blauvelt
conveyed the farm to Blauvelt Tobacco Farms, Inc. dong with five other tracts located in Hatfield.*' Theodore
(continued)

" HCD 431:469, 551:62.

Ohbituary for Dwight A. Ross undated dipping in Branch sorgpbook.
NHCD 711:290.
" HCD 834:161, 844:454, 871:369, 872:443.
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Blauvelt and hisfamily resided in the old farmhouse for 39 years, during which time he removed the piazza and other
Victorian featuresit had accrued and "restored” the building closer to itsoriginal extema gopesrance, a least
frontally. Otherwise, the company used the existing buildings, adding only atwo-story masonry building in which
farmworkers boarded. Blauvelt shut down the farm in 1972 and, after reserving the current 2.25 acreswith the house
and farm buildingsfor hisuse, sold the rest to Philip R. Cohn and Bradford R. Collins, who promptly filed a
subdivision plan for 39 lots fronting on Meadow and Spring streets. (Six of these lots on Spring Street have been
built on)*" The gpeculators defaulted on their $80,000 mortgege and the Greenfield Savings Bank foreclosed on the
property in 1977. The bank sold the farm acreegeto Pyramid Corporation of Hadley, the builder of mega-shopping
centers based in DeWitt, New York. Deveopment plans did not materiaize, and that land was sold to its present
owner, AUard's Farms, Inc., in 1978*' In 1986 Theodore Blauvelt sold the remaining 2.25-acre property to John Jay
and Lois Shdley Schieffelin of Williamsburg, Massachusetts, and the Schieffelins sold it to current owners Alicia
and Nooni Hammarlund in 2002, who use it principally astheir residence ™

Architectural Sgnificance

The origind form, plan and gppearance of the farmhouse built by Theodore Burtinca 1825 are still discernable, and
& such, the existing house is a distinctive example of Federd-period rural architecture in Northampton and
Hampshire County. Because of its date of construction, itisatransitiona building that retains characteristics of 18™
century congtruction techniques (framing and center chimney) and faBade proportions, while exhibiting early 19*-
century innovations inroom arrangement and decoration. The two-story, sde passage plan form was modem and
commodious, reflecting the better than middling satus of its builder, Theodore Burt. Although exterior and interior
surface materids have been renewed, the heavy timber frame, center chimney, and decorative woodwork have
aurvived largdy intact.

The interior plan is notable for its compactness and interesting symmetrical organization. An entry with aircaseand
aparlor occupy the publicream in the front of the house, with alarge kitchen and small hested chamber in the reer.
The front goaces have stylish woodwork inan up-to-date Federd style; the board architraves and parlor mantd have
deeply profiled surfaces and smple geometric corner blocks. There were four chambers on the ssoond story and a
fifth in the attic. A significant distinction of the houseisthat fugitivesfrom davery were housad in one or more of
these rooms during the period Samud Lapham Hill and Augtin Rossinhabited the house.

Samud L. Hill isbelieved to have harbored fugitivesin chambersin the house as they followed prescribed routes up
the Connecticut River Valley on the Underground Railroad. Hisson, Arthur G. Hill, provided accounts of his

(continued)

HCD 161518; dsoHC Has 8032 & 37.
HCD 1977:347, 2018,232, 2046:66.
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father's activity, but he did not specify whether these actions took place during or after the family resided a& Ross
Farm in 1841-45. However, if the Hills' activities are unproven, there are solid accounts of Augtin and Fiddlia Ross
hogting fugitivesin their home and assigting them safely north. Additions were medeto the house after the Civil
War, 20 the Underground Railroad activitieswould havetaken placein the original section of the house.

Austin Ross was a successful farmer; hisrich bottomland aong the Mill River provided the basisfor aproductive
farm that supplied the expanding industrial village of Northampton with fresh milk and dairy products. By 1880 his
household included his wife and three children as well as arevolving coterie of farm laborers and domedtic servants.
He enlarged the housewith the addition of a two-story service wing, with anew kitchen on the ground floor and bed
chambersfor hired help above. He dso expanded the narrow room in the northwest comer of the ground floor with a
one-gory addition on the west side of the houseto make it more functional. Farmhouseswith bams connected to
them by an intermediate building containing work and storage rooms became popular formsin the Connecticut River
Vdley inthe 19* century, and bamswith entrancesin their gable endsare commonly positioned a the end of the
linear dignment of house, connector, and bam. Austin Rossadded along ell perpendicularly to the eest Sde of his
new kitchen wing inavariant on the connected house and bam; but his bam, complete with its gable end front
faBade, was dted about 45 feet away. The ell contained awood shed, stable, wagon house and, probably, privy. The
large bam with avoluminous interior for storing hay was congructed later, and it would havereplaced an earlier bam
that may have been connected to the houseand ell, but that is not known for sure. The barn is amodem type that was
built throughout the valley in the last quarter of the 19* century as dairy farming became an important agricultura
occupation, and increasng amournts of hay were grown and stockpiled for feeding and bedding cows through the
winter months. Thesetall aide bamswere distinguished by their gable fronts with full transoms abovethe doors. A
shed atached to the side of the Rosshay bam was where the cows were comfortably sheltered. Better bamshad
flush verticd siding, date roofs, and highly omamented rooftop ventilators, such as was the case a the Raoss Farm.
The bam was afar grester Sgn of Rosss fashionableness and datusthan the old Burt housein which he lived,
dthough they had "improved" its gppearance with the addition of shadowy roof eavesand awide piazza on the south
and eedt Sdes

The addition of a tobacco bam (or two, the wagon house and gables originated as atobacco bam) a thistime
illustrates the evolving history of the property and the Ross's involvement inthis regiona agricultura innovation.
Farm production gradually shifted so that tobacco was the principal crop. Dwight Rosss son, Alfred, was identified
& atobacco farmer after he assumed proprietorship of the property in 1920. The large tobacco bam on the property
representsthe type that was congtructed throughout the valley, and now that tobacco growing is no longer aviable
agricultural product, itis one of adiminishing number of intact tobacco bamsin the region.

The Ross Farm is significant in anumber of local historical and architectural contexts, with itrolein the

(continued)
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philosophica underpinnings and the practical operation of the Underground Railroad having sate-wide significance.
The houseis adigtinctive example of early 19*-century domestic architecture in the areg, and its surviving bamsand
outbuildings illustrate the course of farming in the region over aperiod of morethan a century.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Northampton are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
significant. Many aressin the town are underreported, and few sites have been systematicaly excavated inthe area,
Native American stes on the Ross Farm property may contribute important information rdated to ancient subsistence and
stlement pattemswithin the Connecticut River drainage and the importance of those activities dong mgjor tributaries of
that drainage. During the Contact Period, an important regional core developed aong the Connecticut River in the
Hadley-Northampton locale. During this period. Native subsstence and settlement  pattems focused on larger riverine
village stes dong the Connecticut River, with seesona exploitation of nearby upland faunal and floral resources.
Ancient dtes on the Ross Farm property may contribute important information that identifies how these pattemsevolved
from earlier periods. Archaeological dtesin the areamay identify similarities between ancient pattems of subsstence
and settlement dong magjor Connecticut River tributaries, and later Contact Period pattemsthat focused on the
Connecticut River with seesond exploitation of the uplands.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the early settlement
and agriculturd history of Northampton, 19*-century communa, Utopian movements in Massachusetts, and the
Underground Railroad movement in the Commonwedth. Additional historical research, combined with archaeologica
wrvey and testing, may locate evidence of the Parsons sawmill, whaose precise location is unknown but may be located on
the property. Archaeologica resourcesfrom the ste of the Parsonssawmill may contribute important information related
to the early sattlement of Northampton, the architectura characteritics of 17* century New England mills, and sawmill
technology. The earliest documented archaeologicd resources on the Rass Farm property are potential resources
assodiated with the Gaius Burt farmhouse (1801), including bams, outbuildings, and occupational-related features (trash
pits, privies, wells). Historical and archaeologica research a the Burt farmhouse may contribute important information
related to the architectura characterigtics of early 18* century farmhousesin Northampton, and the importance of
agriculture in early Connecticut River Valey settlements. Important information may exist that identifies the intemal
configuration of the farmstead, its relationship to building pattems of farmsteadsin other New England arees and the
focus and technology associated with agricultural production on the farm.

Additional higtorical reseerch combined with archaeologicd survey and testing in the vicinity of the existing farmhouse

may aso contribute important information related to settlement, agriculture, manufacturing, and socia evolution.

Structura evidence of barns, outbuildings, and detailed andysis of the contents of occupationa-reated features, may

identify structures and features that were used by the inhabitants of both farmhouses, or reused by resdents of the

exiging house Important information may exist related to the cultivation of silkworms, the operation of the
(continued)
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Northampton Silk Company, and the socid, cultural, and economic livesof the farm inhabitants. Occupationd-related
features may be dratified so that different occupations of the house and activities can be isolated through time.
Outbuildings and occupationa-related features may aso contribute important information reated to the Northampton
Association for Education and Industry, acommuna Utopian organization cregted a atime when severd similar groups
were cregted across antebdlum Massachusetts Historical and archaeologicd information may exist that identifiesthe
extent to which silk production supported the community. Building types, their organization, and artifact distributions
may aso exigt that identify the extent the groups developed around a nondenominationa, freereligious society,
abolitionigt activities, and other ideds such as women's equality, temperance, vegetarianiam, and peece.

Additional historical research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may contribute important information
related to the Underground Railroad in Massachusetts and the role the house and its inhabitants played in that movement.
Between 1825 and the Civil War, two occupants of the house, Samud Lapham Hill and, later, Austin Ross engaged in
activitiesto assd fugitivesintheir escgpe from davery. During Hill's occupancy, from 1841 to 1845, the property was
part of a complex of buildings and land owned by the Northampton Association for Education and Industry noted above.
Ausgtin Ross amember of the Association, purchased the farm in 1846 and lived there until the late 1890s The Ross
family occupied the farm until ca 1935. A significant distinction of the houseisthat fugitivesfrom davery were housed
in one or more rooms of the house during both the Hill and Ross periods of occupancy. A further distinction of the Ross
occupancy isthat he was reported to have shdtered afugitivefor ayear and ahalf in one of the house chambers
Documented occupancy of the house by fugitives for extended periods of time isimportant, Snce it increasesthe
potential for their occupancy to be recognized in the contents of occupationa-reated featuresand possibly in the
architectura characterigtics of the house, bams, and outbuildings.

Since properties that harbored fugitives on the Underground Railroad are indistinguishable from similar buildings that
were hot assodiated with Underground Railroad activities, structural evidence of buildings in thistype that survive in an
archaeologica context should aso offer no additiona evidence of their Underground Railroad association.  Associated
occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells), however, may contribute important evidence that documents
Underground Railroad activities a theselocations. Subsgence refuse and materia culture items associated with
fugitives may have been deposited in hidden aress to conced the presence of fugitivesa theselocations. On the other
hand, refuse and materia culture associated with fugitives may not have been hidden at all but depodted innormd trash
depodts. By the mid 19* century, trash deposits on residentia properties may be more common in rural aress than urban
sattings. Hidden refuse deposits may characterize both urban and rural arees. Refuse deposits may contain evidence of
africanisms or West African culture associated with Southem black fugitives that contrasts sharply with materia culture
items of Anglo homeowners or even northem blacks. Privies may dso contain important macro-fossil evidence that
indicates the presence of fugitives. Paraditic and floral evidence may exist that indicates an association with dissesssand
paraditic conditions specific to West Africaor the American south. Occupationa -related features can be an important
archaeologica resource type on Underground Railroad sites, sncethey can occur with both extant buildings and on

archaeologica dtes.
f @)
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_Hill-RQss Farm_ Hampshire, MA
Name of Property County, State

10- Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 2.25 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 691120 4689240
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

name/title Kathryn Grover and Neil Larson with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission . date November 20Q7
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zZipcode 02125

Adriitif*nal Dor.umentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request ofthe SHPO or FPO.)

name Alicia & Nooni Hammarlund

street & number. j?.-" Mearlnw .Street .telephone  413-584-.5887

city or town. Florence (Northampton) .state MA _ .Zipcode 01062

Paperwork Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fom to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Parl Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The property isbounded on the east by the center line of the Mill River, on the south by the northem edge of
Meadow Strest, and on the north and west by surveyed lines. S atached property survey and tax parcd map. S
City of Northampton Assessors Map #22B Parcd #006.

Boundary Justification

The boundary representsthe nominated property, which contains the buildings associated with the historic and
architectura significanceof the resource known as Ross Farm. Rdated farmland south and west of the nominated
property are in separate ownership and have bean excluded as not crucial to representing the primary context of the
property's association with the Underground Railroad.

(end)



DATASHEET

HILL-ROSS FARM,NORTHAMPTON (HAMPSHIRE), MA
(UNDERGROUND RAILROADIN MA MPS)

Mg ID MHCNo. Component Name Date of Resource Salis
Construction Type
A NTH 1533  Famhouse ca 1825, ca Building Contributing
1875
B NTH 2436 Hay Bam ca 1830 Building Non-
contributing
C Tobacco Bam ca 1830 Building Non-
contributing
D Stables & Wagon ca 1900 Building Non-
House conU-ibuting
E Com Crib ca 1900 Building Non-
contributing
F Fam Worker Dwelling ca 1956 Building Non-

contributing
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FIG.I: Ste plan of nominated property. Letters correspond with entries on data list in Narrative Description (#7). Source City pf
Northampton Assessor Property Files.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Hill - RossFarm
Northampton, HampshireCo. MA

Section number Page

ScAue

HG.2: FHrg Hoor Flan. North at top of page [Drawn to scde by Jill Fisher, Larson Fisher Assodaes Wooddodk NY



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Hill - Ross Farm
Northampton, Hampshire Co. MA

Section number Page

FIG.3: Second Floor Plan. North & top of page [Drawn to scdeby Jill Fisher,
Larson Fisher Associaes, Woodstock NY ]
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Photographs

All photographsby Neil Larson, 2006.
Film negatives with owner

Digital images scanned from negatives at National Regiser & Massachusetts Historical Commission

List of Photogrgphs

PHOTO 1: View of south faBade of housa, * .

PHOTO 2: View of housefrom southwest. o K% *
PHOTO 3: View of house from north. * .

PHOTO 4: Detail of stair in entry. y N

PHOTO 5: View looking northwest in parlor.

PHOTO 6: View looking south in kitchen.

PHOTO 7: View looking north in parlor chamber.

PHOTO 8. View of bam from southeest.

PHOTO 9: View of bamn from northwest.

PHOTO 10: View of tobacco bam form northeadt. *!
PHOTO 11: View of sablesfrom southwest.

PHOTO 12: View of com crib from southwest.

(end)
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Ross Farm
NAME:

MULTI PLE  Underground Railroad i nMassachusetts MPS
NAME:

STATE & GONTY:  NASSACHUSETTS, Hanpshire

DATE RECElI VED 11/ 26/ 07 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 12/ 17/ 07
DATE (F 16TH DAY /O /08 DATE GF 45TH DAY: 1/ 09/ 08
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 07001360
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The Commonwedth of Massachusdts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

November 19, 2007

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

Nationa Regiger of Historic Places
Department of theInterior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosaed please find the following nomination form:

Hill-Ross Farmdteed, 123 Meadow Stregt, Northampton (Hampshire), MA
Underground Railroad in Massachusetts MPS

The nomination has been voted eligible by the Siate Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the megting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Kathryn Grover and Neil Larson, conauitarts
Alicia& Nooni Hammearund
Chrigopher Kenedy, Northampton Higtorica Commisson
Mayar Clare Higgins, City of Northampton
Wayre Faden, Director of Flanning and Devdopmeant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
. (617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
Wwww. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



