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The firehouse was built in the early months of 1875.
It is a two-story structure with a flat roof. The
building is approximately 25' X 70' long, with a one-story
addition to the rear, measuring 25' X 28' long. The one-story rear
addition is masonry with a flat roof and a frame structure with a
steep hipped roof. There is also a part basement at the rear of the
two-story addition, which is approximately 25' X 25'. The front and
left side are stuccoed. The rear and right side have been exposed
brick exterior walls.

The structure of the firehouse has exterior masonry bearing
walls, wood floors and roof beams, wood interior partitions. The
interior has wood strip flooring, plastered walls, metal ornamental
ceilings with ornamental metal crown moldings. The wooden trim
throughout is oak.

The facade of the building was exposed brick and brownstone
which is presently covered with a rough textured stucco. The
original windows, doors, and wood cornice are intact.

The ornamental ceiling pattern on the interior is of egg and
dart frieze (metal crown molding) installed around 1900.

The roof cornice is wood and it is solid with the Itlaianate
style.

The window treatment has a flat arched lintel with an indication
of drip moldings at each end made of brownstone. The center double
window is treated similarly to the single windows, Except that its
arch is a semi-circular with a sunburst beneath tﬂe arch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bayonne, New Jersey, was a small town that was rapidly developing
into a city during the late 19th century. The citizens felt that one
of the most important needs to urban development was protection from
the menace of fire. A fire company was organized in 1870, for this
purpose. It was typical of those in other blossoming cities. With
what was modern equipment at the time, the fire house gave the
citizens the protection that was needed for development and a
sense of safety.

One of the main reasons the citizens of Bayonne sought a city
charter in 1869 was the need for a government strong enough to
organize and control an adequate volunteer fire department.

On November 7, 1870, the Bayonne City council passed an
ordinance 'To establish, regulate and control a fire department in
the City of Bayonne." That night a group of thirty (30) volunteers
on the uptown section organized the first unit in the Bayonne Fire
Department '"Bayonne Hook § Ladder No. 1."

It was not, however, until 1875 that the first firehouse was
built. The first meeting was held in June of 1875. This firehouse
was used by the volunteers until 1906 when they were replaced by a
full-time paid fire force. A fire alarm telegraph system was
installed in 1895 which replaced the bell that was located in the
tower in the rear yard. The full time department used this fire
house until a larger firehouse was built on Avenue B at 56th
Street in 1928. 1In 1929, the old firehouse was turned over to
the volunteer firemens association.

The firehouse was an essential building in a growing city.
Although the houses were being constructed more soundly, the threat
of fire was still felt by the people. Without some type of protection
from fire the people knew if a fire came, saving anything was
hopeless. This was the feeling that prompted the citizens to
organize the Bayonne Hook and Ladder No. 1 and to get the city to build
a firehouse.

This building although small is size_housed the fire equipment
for the City of Ba}onne for over 50 years until the need for larger

quarters prompted them to build another firehouse. The building
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....1is used today as a museum and as a meeting house for the Exempt
Firemen's Association. It still contains much of the original
equipment that was needed to operate the firehouse in 1875.



