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1. Name

For NPS use only

- „ '* 
received

date entered JUN

historic 7j. Arthun Roy JHouse
' ^~-^j

and or common same

2. Location

street & number 1204 Johnston Street M/A not for publication

city, town Lafayette N/A_ vicinity of

state LA code 22 county Lafayette Parish code 055

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
X building(s) X private 
... structure both

site Public Acquisition
object M/A in process

[\j/A being considered

Status
_ X_ occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
_ X_ yes: restricted 

_ yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

_ X- private residence 
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name SFF CONTINUATION SHFFT

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Lafayette Parish Courthouse

street & number 221 West Main Street P. 0. Box 2009

city, town Lafayette state LA 70502

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Historical Sites Inventory,
Lafayette Parish, Section II 

date June 1977

has this property been determined eligible? yes X no

federal state _X- county local

depository for survey records Lafayette Regional Planning Commission_____ 

city, town Lafayette state LA



7. Description

Condition
excellent

X good
fair

deteriorated
ruins

unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
_)L original site 

moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

The J. Arthur Roy House (1901) is a two-story frame Queen Anne Revival-East!ake 
residence located in a residential area not far from downtown Lafayette. Because it 
has been little altered since construction, the house easily retains its National 
Register eligibility.

The Roy House features a central hall plan with an elaborate staircase which ascends 
from the rear of the hall to the front. The overall rectangular form of the house is 
broken up by a slightly protruding side wing and two two-story polygonal bays, both 
of which are set under gables with corner brackets. The house also has a two-story 
front gallery and a single story side gallery, both of which feature East!ake columns 
with brackets. The front and side gables are inscribed with Palladian window motifs. 
The first and second stories are separated by a broad paneled band. The front gallery 
is surmounted by a similar band.

The interior features wainscotting and five-panel doors with richly molded raised 
panels. Most of the doors have molded fascia board surrounds with East!ake cornerblocks. 
The mantels are golden oak and most feature mirrored overmantels. Some of the downstairs 
openings are treated with East!ake scroll sawn screens popularly known as "carpenter's 
lace."

The most noteworthy feature of the interior is the staircase. At the base it has 
two heavily paneled newel posts which are richly sculpted with East!ake details. The 
stair turns the corner with a simpler newel post and then ascends to the balustraded 
second story stair well. The balusters are particularly interesting. In addition 
to a decoratively turned top and bottom, each features a central truncated paneled 
obelisk.

The only noteworthy change in the house since construction has been the replacement 
of some of the interior door transoms with wooden panels. In our opinion, this change 
should be regarded as minor.

Adjacent to the house is a modern frame garage which, of course, is listed as a 
non-contributing element.



8. Significance

Period
__ prehistoric 
__ 1400-1499 
__ 1 500-1 599 

1600-1699
__ 1700-1799 

1800-1899
JL-1900-

Areas of Significance — Check
_ ... archeology-prehistoric 
_ archeology-historic ._.,.._ 
__ agriculture _.. _ 

._X_- architecture
___ art 

commerce
communications .

and justify below
community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education
engineering 
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

_ landscape architecture _
.__._._ law _ _ 
_ .._ literature ..... _ 
-... ^ military
__ music 

philosophy
politics/government

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 19Q] _Builder/Architect Builder; J. Arthur Roy _____
~ Contractor; "George Knapp 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C Architect; Arthur Van Dyke

The J. Arthur Roy House is locally significant in the area of architecture 
because it is a landmark in Lafayette's heritage of late nineteenth-early twentieth 
century residences.

Of the sixty-nine 1880-1920 residences in Lafayette which are identified in the 
Lafayette Parish Historical Sites Inventory, twenty-one are a full two stories high. 
Of these twenty-one, the Roy House is the only one to feature two polygonal bays 
under gables (as opposed to one) as well as a two-story gallery. Moreover, the 
Roy House is the only one to feature a decorative paneled band between the stories. 
The Roy House interiors are also worthy of note. Scroll sawn screens are found 
in very few period residences in Lafayette. In addition, the Eastlake staircase 
is probably the most intricate and elaborate residential staircase in the city.



9. Major Bibliographical References___________
Historical Sites Inventory, Lafayette Parish, Section II. Prepared by Lafayette Regional 

Planning Commission for the Lafayette Council of Governments, June, 1977. This 
volume contains a historical sketch on the Roy House.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property I c-13 acre 
Quadrangle name Lafayette, LA 

UT M References

A Mi 5l I 5l 9i 4| 3i 9i Q| I Si 
Zone Easting Northing

c__I I I i I . , I i I i

Quadrangle scale 1 ; 24000
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D ___ I I . I . . 

Fl . I I I . I . . 

H

Northing

I i I_I

Verbal boundary description and justification

Boundaries follow property lot lines and curb lines, as shown on the enclosed plat 
map,

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state j\|//\________________code______county____ ____ code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title National Register Staff ASSISTED BY CITY OF LAFAYETTE

Division of Historic Preservation 
organization state nf Louisiana___________ date April 1984

street & number p. p. Box 44247 

city or town Baton Rouge

telephone 504-342-6682

state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state _X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Robert B. DeBlieux 
title State Historic Preservation Officer______________date May 10, 1984

For NFS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered in the 
___Na.tiona.1 Begiatap date

Attest:

of the National Register

date
Chief of Registration

GPO 894-78B
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4. Owners

Mrs. Clare Roy Thibodeaux 
3631 Highway 167 South 
Opelousas, LA 70570 
318-942-9168

Mrs. Mabel Roy Hawkins 
P. 0. Box 2150 
Lafayette, LA 70502

Mrs. Stella Soulier Pitre 
541 East Nezpique 
Jennings, LA

Mrs. Lucie Gibson Soulier 
235 St. Joseph Street 
Lafayette, LA 70506 
318-232-3867

Miss Clare Marie Soulier 
316F March Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70506 
318-981-8416

Mrs. Glenda Greves Soulier 
309 Renwood Circle 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
318-981-0776

Mrs. Anne Soulier Dawson 
20727 Russell Lane 
Saratoga, CA 96070 
408-867-0750

Mrs. Margaret Soulier Bond 
16230 Seattle 
Houston, TX 77040 
713-466-1418

Mrs. Glenda Soulier Garber 
Route 1, Box 19 
Iota, LA 70543 
318-824-7161

George Roy Soulier 
P. O: Box 414
Alcoa, Tennessee 37701 
615-977-0027

Emile E. Soulier, III 
449 Genevieve Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
318-981-1391
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