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PHYSICAL 
DESCRIPTION

The 
W
h
i
t
e
 
Dairy 

Barn 
is 

a 
square, 

s
i
n
g
l
e
-
s
t
o
r
y
 
building 

c
o
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
e
d
 
of 

c
o
n
c
r
e
t
e
 

and 
river 

cobbles. 
The 

b
u
i
1
d
i
n
g
:
f
e
a
t
u
r
e
s
 
a 

stepped 
parapet 

w
i
t
h
 
c
o
n
c
r
e
t
e
 
parapet 

copings 
and 

a 
c
o
n
c
r
e
t
e
 
pediment 

at 
the 

roof 
line. 

C
o
n
c
r
e
t
e
 
columns 

at 
regular 

intervals 
provide 

support 
for 

the 
building. 

Intervals 
between 

the 
columns 

are 
infilled 

w
i
t
h
 
courses 

of 
river 

cobbles. 
The 

e
n
t
i
r
e
 
building ;is 

painted 
white.

The 
front 

facade 
has 

been 
altered 

w
i
t
h
 
the 

addition 
of 

signage 
and 

a 
canopy 

over 
the 

main 
entry. 

Two 
large 

glass 
block 

w
i
n
d
o
w
s
 
have 

been 
added 

to 
the 

front 
facade, 

one 
on 

either 
side 

of 
the 

entry. 
Two 

a
d
d
i
t
i
o
n
s
 
at 

the 
rear 

of 
the 

building 
have 

stepped 
parapets 

and 
p
l
a
s
t
e
r
e
d
 
w
a
l
l
s
 
painted 

white.

The 
building 

is 
in 

e
x
c
e
l
l
e
n
t
 
condition. 

Major 
original 

design 
features, 

such 
as 

the 
parapet, 

exposed 
c
o
n
c
r
e
t
e
 
columns, 

door 
framing, 

and 
cobble 

surfaces, 
have 

been 
preserved.



TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAMCE/HISTORY

The White Dairy Barn is the only known river cobble building remaining in Tempe, 
and was built around 1918 to 1920 by E. M. White, after he bought the property 
from N. H. Meyer and J. H. Guyer. White came to Arizona from California in 1908 
and farmed near Phoenix before moving to Tempe to permit his children to attend 
the Tempe Normal School. He used the property in Section 14 as a dairy farm 
until 1927, when it was subdivided into acre tracts for sale. White is best 
known for the large river cobble house he built just across the river from Tempe, 
called the White House, which was demolished recently. The White House bore 
many similarities in design and construction to the Dairy Barn.

The Dairy Barn was converted to a commercial establishment after 1930. The 
building is in an excellent state of preservation and retains its original design 
features. Tfre EruiMdfng i? a rare example of Innovative owner-built architecture 
.using locally indigenous mater i'al, and is worthy of preservation.
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