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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (tf known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

This large Italianate dwelling was originally a much smaller, rather plain 
residence that was begun ca. 1834 by Fountain Fox Beattie for his bride, 
Emily Edgeworth. It originally stood on East North Street and underwent 
numerous alterations to suit a large family. Due to the construction of a 
government building, the structure was relocated ca^ 1940. Interior changes 
were necessitated for adaptive use by the Greenville Woman's Club.

EXTERIOR:

Enlargement of the original structure was necessary as the size of the 
Beattie family increased. A specific date for the house's appearance is 
uncertain, although the style is that of the Italianate or Tuscan villa 
mode popularized by Alexander Jackson Davis prior to the War Between the 
States.

The two-storied central portion of the house has one^story flanking wings 
to either side. The bracketed roof of the central section is flat except 
for a central medium gable. The one-story central piazza is supported by 
six pairs of square columns with one pilaster at each return. The free­ 
standing columns are arranged to form three major and two minor semi­ 
circular arches across the front with a major arch to either outer end. 
This motif is repeated with miniature arches between each column in the 
pair, thus creating a quasi-Palladian effect.

The balustraded piazza has a denticulated cornice with modi 11 ions, and pairec 
consoles corresponding to the columns below.

The central entrance contains double doors in a paneled frame, surmounted by 
a transom just under an entablature with modi 11 ions and dentils. To either 
side of the door are 12/12 windows flanked by six pane side lights. The 
entablature motif is repeated here and over the other windows as well.

The second floor facade features a central pair of windows (1/1) surmounted 
by a broken pediment with central ornamental urn supported by decorative 
consoles. There are two windows to either side, also with entablature and 
brackets and dentils.

The adjoining one-story wings have flat, bracketed roofs surmounted by 
balustrades and narrow double windows (6/6).

INTERIOR:
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The Georgian floor plan features a wide central hall with arched doorways 
opening into drawing rooms to either side. The large staircase to the seconc 
floor has a massive leaded glass window on the intermediate landing. While 
the basic interior detailing remains,-various alterations in the 1948 reno­ 
vation and restoration created large meeting rooms and other areas neces­ 
sitated by its current use.

(continued)
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The structure, built by Fountain Fox Beattie ca. 1834, was later enlarged 
and remodeled to its present appearance. It was the center of social, 
cultural, and religious life of early Greenville. The house was occupied 
by Beattie descendants until 1940. Now used as the Greenville Woman's 
Club, it is the third oldest structure remaining in Greenville.

ARCHITECTURE:
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This Georgian structure was given an Italianate appearance (in the Tuscan 
or Italian villa style) which was popular prior to the War Between the 
States. The designs of Alexander Jackson Davis, chief proponent of this 
style, were widely published and perhaps provided the inspiration for 
the Italianate detail on the structure.

One of the few 19th Century structures still standing in Greenville, the 
Greenville Woman's Club is maintained in excellent condition and is 
regularly used. In a city with few reminders of its visual past, this 
two-story Italianate structure is of exceptional value.
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