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This turn-of-the-century building, erectec

in 1903 housed 4 stores fronting on

- .

—own store (See also state inventory
sheet 00065--317 Locust Street.)
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0 BE A MARKET PiLicE, PRECOMINANTLY JJEWISH COMMERCIAL
_ESTABLISHMENTS, THE STOREKEEPERS LIVED ONER THEIR
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Additional Architectural Information

A. NAME Siegel's C. NUMBER 82-196-0224
B. ADDRESS 101-15 SE Fourth Street

D. UTMReferences | 1,6| |4 4,918,9,0] [42]0,2]|49,0]

E This outstanding commercial block--and its counterpart

on Locust Street--were constructed in 1902-03 and shortly
afterward occupied by the Siegel haberdashery. The entire
building--now all combined--actually housed eight separate
concerns, including a sign painter, a clothier, a barber, and
a watch shop. As was the custom at the time, the proprietors
lived above their various shops. The Siegels still hold forth
at this spot nearly 80 years later.

The block of Fourth between Locust and Walnut presents
an interesting social phenomenon. City directories in the
1880s and 1890s indicate that the street was lined with
saloons, groceries, second-hand stores, clothing dealers,
barber shops, boarding houses, and restaurants. The block
also contained a variety of goods being sold from stalls
occupying its wide sidewalks. It was here that a brisk trade
developed for those doing their daily shopping for fresh pro-
duce and the like. The shoppers were, according to photos,
nearly all black. The block was convenient to both Baptisttown
(the black enclave) and the Riverside neighborhood (the most
fashionable white enclave), and it may be assumed that these
blacks were either domestics employed in Riverside shopping
for employers or were merely doing their own shopping. At
least one major structure in the block housed shops owned
or operated by black proprietors.

F. INFORMATION SOURCES City/Business Directories. Deed Records. Assessment

Willard Library Photo Archives.

. G. PREPARED BY Douglas L. Stern - H. DATE 21 December 1981
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