


7. Description Brockton Edison Gnpany Power Station, Brockton, Missachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site
good ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed (5= text)

DescrilM the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Edison Electric Illuminating Company Power Station is a complex of four
adjoining brick buildings, varying in size and ranging in date from 1883 to
1907.  The complex consists of the original central power generating station
(1883) and three subsequent additions (ca. 1884-1886), ca 1886-1894, and 1907
respectively). The mid-20th century transformer does not contribute to the
building's significance. Located in downtown Brockton, the station complex
occupies a triangular parcel of land bounded by Montello Street to the east,
Lincoln Street to the north, and School Street to the south. The apex of the
lot (i.e. the western tip) is a small parking lot.

The complex is set directly on the sidewalks; the site is not landscaped. The
western tip of the triangular lot is an asphalt paved parking lot. The
station lies in the downtown area of Brockton formerly occupied by several
shoe manufacturers. Today the Brockton City Hall (a late 19th century
structure) and its parking lot lie across School Street from the power
station. An early 20th century bank building and large municipal parking lot
lie across Lincoln Street to the north and west of the station. Several 19th
century brick factory buildings, formerly engaged in Brockton's active shoe
manufacturing industry, lie across Montello Street to the east. Immediately
beyond these factory buildings (to the east) are railroad tracks.

School and Montello Streets are major thoroughfares in this part of the city,
and the site is characterized by heavy vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The
topography in this area is slightly uneven, resulting in a variable grade
level for the station: the land slopes up toward the west and south from the
corner of Montello and Lincoln Streets, but only to a small degree.

The original structure, sited at the corner of Montello and Lincoln Streets,
was designed by Frank J. Sprague, chief engineer to Thomas A. Edison. The
one-story structure, built of brick with a granite foundation (rising
approximately one foot above grade level), measured approximately 42 feet in
width by 85 feet in length by 22 feet in height. As was necessary in a
building intended to house machinery capable of producing electricity on a
commercial scale, the structure was almost entirely fireproof; only the hipped
roof was of tinber frame. The roof appears to have been nearly flat, and a
tall metal chimney protruded from a northeast corner of the building.
Exterior decorative elements reflected a contemporary Italianate emphasis:
arched window and door openings, arched brick window and door drip-moldings,
granite window sills, a regular series of raised brick pilasters (widening to
a V shape at the top) and raised brick cornice which defined window and door
bays all around the structure, and large decorative brackets tucked under the
roof's projecting eaves. This building dates to 1883. Today only the east
Montello Street and north Lincoln Street facades of this original structure
are visible; later additions have obscured the west and south facades.
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3, SigniffiCanCe Brockton Edison Company Power Station, Brockton, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion

1400- 1499 archeology-historic conservation law science

1500- 1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600- 1699 architecture education military social/
_1700- 1799 art engineering music humanitarian

1800- 1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

1900- communications industry politics/government — transportation

. invention Communi;\rilelrj(speeclj_fy;

Specific dates 1883-1907 Builder/Architect Frank J. Spfaque, Eng' neer

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Edison Electric Illuminating Company Power Station, Brockton, is an
integral complex of components relating to varying periods of development and
Varying levels of significance. The original station was the first electric
generating plant in Massachusetts, and also the first in the United States to
use a three-wire, underground transmission and distribution system. It is an
early and well-preserved example of late 19th century industrial construction,
especially in its use of fireproof materials and open plan. Each of the three
additions (ca. 1884-1886, ca. 1886-1894, and 1907 respectively), in turn, is a
well-preserved example of its type, and was built to accommodate the expansion
of the electricity industry of Brockton. (A transformer, added to the complex
in the mid-20th century, does not contribute to its significance.) The
station complex, unique to Brockton both in its heyday and today, retains
integrity of location, setting, materials, workmanship, design, feeling and
association, and it meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Places cn both the state and local levels.

In 1879, Thomas Alva Edison produced the first incandescent lighting system at
Menlo Park, New York. This invention proved the potential for a system of
electric lighting powered from a central source. The world's first commercial
incandescent central power station was built in London and opened January 12,
1882. Nine months later, the first such station in the United States opened
cn Pearl Street in New York City, operated by the Edison Electric Light
Company. Pearl Street Station used a two-wire underground transmission
system. With the help of engineer William S. Andrews and British
mathematician John Hopkinson, Edison developed a three-wire system; by adding
a rieutral wire using only 50% more wire. Installing the wires underground,
Edison maintained, would reduce the danger from the fire or electric shock and
prevent the eyesore of cables strung overhead.

With the success of Pear4 Street as a central generating station and the
capacity indicated by the three-wire system, Edison began to investigate the
possibility of small-scale generating stations. In 1881 the Edison Company
for Isolated Lighting was established as a subsidiary of Edison Electric,
Under the direction of Edison's chief engineer, Frank J. Sprague, certain
small cities and towns across the United States were targetted as potential
sites for the construction of small electric power generating stations. The
first of these small facilities were constructed in Sunbury, Pennsylvania, a
small town which could not afford the expense of underground installation, but
did take advantage of the new three-wire transmission system.
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The eastern facade features six bays formed by the raised brick pilasters and
cornice; each bay measures 8 1/2 to 9 feet in width and 18 feet in height.
(An additional "half bay," located at the southernmost end of this facade,
adjoins the first addition to the original station (ca. 1884-1886) but
presents no evidence of fenestration.) The fenestration pattern on this
facade is irregular and may have been altered from the original. Reading from
south to north (cr left to right), the first full bay contains a small
(approximately 3 1/2 feet wide and tall) 6/6 double-sash arched window,
centrally placed at a distance of 5 1/2 feet above the raised granite
foundation. This window exhibits the granite sill and arched brick drip
molding characteristic of the original decoration of windows cn this
structure. The second bay is spanned by an arched door opening that begins at
grade level (and thus maybe missing its original granite sill) and rises
approximately 9 feet. Now bearded up, this opening may have originally
contained a double deer, and probably allowed for the installation of heavy
machinery or for fuel delivery; the opening is capped by a raised brick arch.
The third and fourth bays repeat the pattern begun in the first bay. The
fifth bay contains one narrow door, 3 1/2 feet wide by 9 feet tall, located
towards the lefthand side of the bay; scars in the brickwork indicate that
once there was a larger arched opening spanning the full width of the bay,
much like that in the second bay. The present door contains a blocked transom
window, and is capped by the usual brick arched drip molding. Located above
it, centrally placed in the top of the bay, is a small (3 feet wide and 6
feet tall), decorated arched window opening, now boarded up. The sixth and
final bay. en this facade contains centrally placed, long and narrow (4 feet
wide by 6 feet tall) 6/6 double-hung sash window with characteristic granite
sill and brick arched drip molding; this window begins three feet above the
foundation of the building. Above it, repeating a pattern found in the fifth
bay, is a similar small arched window opening, of identical size with that in
the fifth bay, and also boarded up.

The northern or Lincoln Street facade of the 1883 building contains two wide
bays formed by the raised brick pilasters and cornice; these bays each measure
14 feet in width and 18 feet in height. (As is found on the eastern facade,
an additional "half bay" is located at the westernmost end of the facade,
where the 1920 addition” joins the building; this half bay exhibits no evidence
of fenestration.) Reading from east to west (or left to right) on this
facade, the first bay contains one centrally placed long, narrow arched window
opening (4 feet wide by 6 feet tall), located approximately 3 feet above the
raised foundation, with characteristic granite sill and arched brick drip
molding. Above it at the top of the bay is another, smaller arched window
opening (3 feet wide and tall), which is undeccrated.
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Both these openings are bearded up. The second bay on the facade contains two
window openings, similar in size and decoration to the larger opening in the
first bay; scars in the brickwork indicate that the lefthand opening in this
second bay was once a larger arched opening, possibly a doorway. Both cf
these openings are also boarded up.

The interior of this 1883 structure followed an asymmetrical two-room plan; a
wooden partition divides the interior space from east te west and is located
approximately 20 feet south of the Lincoln Street end of the building. The
larger of the two interior rooms held boilers, dynamos, and other large pieces
cf machinery used to generate electricity; the smaller room held the
switchboards and may also have been used for some storage purpose. Both rooms
are open from floor to roof, and the structural members cf the roef frame are
clearly visible. The steel columns supporting these tinters provide the only
interruption of interior space aside from the partition; there are two of
these supports in the larger room and one in the smaller.

Alterations to this structure include the following: the rcof rebuilt as a
gable end type, again oi* tirber frame but with narrow steel column supports as
mentioned above.(the gable end faces north onto Lincoln Street and has a very
shallow pitch), and two adjoining skylights were cut into the ridge toward the
northern end"of the building, letting light into the switchboard room.

Consequently the projecting eaves and decorative brackets of the original
structure have disappeared, and were replaced by simple flashing. The metal
chimney has also been removed. These alterations probably all occurred during
the construction of the first addition (ca. 1885-1903). After the station
ceased to function as a generating station (1907) its boilers and dynamos were
removed; when it ceased functioning as a substation (1931), its converters and
transformers, installed in 1907, were removed. It is unclear hc® much the
Montello Street facade of the building has changed from its original design; a
photograph contemporary with the construction of the building indicates a much
more regular fenestration pattern (six bays, with an alternating window and
deer arrangement) en the long side of the building that is indicated by the
present configuration ef the Montello Street facade. The photograph, however,
is unclear as te whether the facade it depicts in the east or west side of the
building, so it is difficult to be certain. Overall, however, the 1883
structure remains in good condition and retains enough of its original
features to be considered a well preserved example of its type.

Three additions were made to the original power station during its first
twenty-five years of active operations. Twe ef these-- a large boiler room
and a new engine room housing alternating current generators-- were
constructed within a decade of the original station (i.e. by 1894), but
probably not simultaneously. The third addition, a substation, was built in e
1907.
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describing the configuration ef openings in terms ef bays is difficult.
Altogether, there are five openings on this facade. On the ground fleer,
toward the left-hand side, is an arched window opening measuring 4x6 feet
and located approximately 34 inches from the foundation; this opening is
blocked by a weeden pane. Centrally aligned below the peak cf the gable roof
is a large (approximately 10 feet square) arched entranceway, once used te
provide access for the wagenloads ef coal which fired the boiler/furnace. The
deer is a vertically sliding piece of corrugated metal. Three window openings
pierce the second story: a tall arched window (approximately 4x7) is
vertically aligned with the window on the ground fleer, and the opening is
blocked by a wooden panel. (This window is net horizontally aligned with its
neighbors—the top of its arch lies about a foot below theirs.) Between this
window and the middle ef the facade are a pair ef 4 x 6 arched windows similar
to those on the second floor of the Montello Street facade; these are also
bearded up. A large billboard attached to the wall partially obscures the
right-hand of this pair of second-story windows.

Because the ground floor of this first addition was planned as a large boiler
room, its plan is wide open, with plenty of space for coal bins and ether
apparatus associated with that function (none of this equipment, except of
course for the furnace, survives in the room today). When this addition was
built, the south wall ef the original building was removed, providing complete
access between the generating machinery and the boilers that fueled them. |In
the boiler room, which has somewhat trapezoidal shape due to the let
configuration, six regularly spaced wooden pests supported the second fleer
office space; only the joists and beams cf the floor remain, and ne staircase
to the second floor is present. (The use ef wooden structural menbers in a
structure housing flammable and burning materials is a bit puzzling.)

Structurally the building is in fairly good shape, although the exterior badly
needs repeinting (seme has been dene at the top of the east facade) and seme
of the bricks are well-worn. There is some cracking visible along the
foundation and near the roofline.

The Engine Room

The second addition was built (probably sometime between 1886 and 1894) to
accommodate new alternating current generators, which were becoming an
industry standard. Stretching the width of the let from Lincoln Street to
School Street, the second addition is located immediately te the west of the
original station and the boiler rocm addition. The elements of the second
addition include a 2-story brick building with concrete foundation rising
approximately 4 feet above grade (south and west sides only); a flat concrete
roof with metal flashing; concrete exterior trim, and interior partitions and
supports. There is also a full basement. The building has no chimneys. The
north (Lincoln Street), south (Schecl Street), and part of the west facades -
are visible.
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The ncrth (Lincoln Street) facade measures 42 feet wide and is characterized
by 3 bays of large rectangular blind windows, which measure 9 feet wide by 15
feet tall and are plainly enbellished with wide concrete lintels and narrow
concrete sills. These windows were evidently blind originally; behind them
are small rooms which once housed electrical cables, for which there was ne
need for actual window openings. The design of three bays en this facade
echoes the three bays present on the north facade of the original station
building. A decorative band of four stepped brick courses runs approximately
1 1/2 feet below the cornice. A small metal sign is attached to the wall in
the top of the middle blind window. Two small square roef drains are punched
into the cornice, one at each end of the facade.

The south (School Street) facade and that portion of the western facade which
is exposed bcth feature five bays of evenly spaced windows en the first and
second fleers, separated by brick pilasters which are capped by flat brick
capitals. Each bay on the south facade (54 feet wide) features a 12-light
window cn the first floor (3 feet wide by 6 feet tall) with concrete sill, and
a blind second floor window (approximately 3 feet wide by 5 feet tall),
slightly recessed into the wall and featuring concrete sill and a concrete
keystone in a brick lintel. The fenestration on the western facade (53 feet
wide) is identical to that on the south, save for the fourth bay from the
left, the entire width and length of which (6 feet wide by appro-ximately 24
feet tall) is occupied by a large, metal double door. The opening is capped
by a brick lintel with concrete keystone, in keeping with the other openings
en the facade. The doorway was used te allow the installation and removal of
the alternating current generators, transformers, and other large pieces of
machinery. Like those on the north facade, the blind windows of the south and
west facades are original and suggest the symmetry of fenestration without
needing the function of real windows. Both the south and west facades also
feature a decorative band ef four stepped brick courses (punctuated at each
end of the south facade by small, square reef drains), located approximately 1
1/2 feet below the cornice. The southwest corner of the building features an
unusual open-work decorative brick treatment.

The unusual configuration cf the plan for the second addition is more
indicative of the limitation of the lot than of the particular functions of
the building. However, the interior can be viewed as being divided into 5
sections, each of which correspond to a particular function. (See sketch
map.) Section A lies at the northern end of the building, measures
approximately 17 by 42 feet, and is divided by concrete partition walls into
four 8 by 15 foot rooms. These are flanked by a narrow hall at the eastern
end (3 12 by 15 feet) and a stair hall (7 by 15) at the western end. An open
metal staircase leads bcth to a basement level and to the second floor, each
of which contains another Section A plan. Each of these levels once housed
electricians' cables in individual, vertical chambers; the cables have been
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removed, but the chambers and conduits remain. Moving to the south. Section B
is a large (41 x 23 1/2) room, open te the ceiling, which once held 2 er 3
alternating current generators (no longer extant). A narrow balcony (accessed
from Section A, second floor) runs along the north wall of the rocm. A narrow
open metal staircase runs up the east wall to an eighteen-foot-wide balcony
running along the south wall; this balcony narrows to 11 feet in width at the
western end of the room. A large skylight punctures the ceiling. The
balconies were used for above-ground observation of the operating generators.
In the western wall is a lew, wide doorway which leads te the third addition.
(There is no access between this, the second addition, and the original
station or the first addition.) Underneath the eastern balcony is Section C,
a 15 X 36 foot area en the first floor divided into three storage rooms ef
various sizes. Section D (29 x 42), also open to the roof (in which there are
two large skylights), is partitioned into eight small cubicles (four on each
side) arranged around a central hallway running east to west. Each cubicle
once held an electrical capacitor; concrete tracks protrude slightly from each
cubicle, which facilitated the installation and removal of this machinery.
Each cubicle had a large (approximately 9 feet wide by 20 feet tall) metal
door. The western end of the hall is the site of the large exterior doorway
mentioned above; -ever it is a heavy metal crane and tracks, also used in
machinery installation and removal. Finally, at the southern end of the
building is Section E, a triangularly shaped (approximately 1100 s.f.) storage
room, open once again to the roef (approximately 25-28 feet above the concrete
fleer ).

The basement, aside from the northernmost Section A mentioned above, is an
unfinished "crawlspace,” approximately 6 1/2 feet high with a dirt floor. It
contains a series of very large pyramid-shaped brick supports (measuring up to
9 X 23 feet at the base), shoring up the first floor with all its heavy
machinery.

Structurally the building appears to be in good shape; there is seme cracking
visible at the southwest corner, especially near the cornice, and the brick
supports in the basement have been damaged to varying degrees (in seme cases
large chunks have been chipped away)—presumably after all irechinery was
removed from the building and their support was no longer needed.

The Substation

The third and final addition was constructed as a direct-current substation in
1907, and the Edison Electric Illuminating Co. was completing a new, larger
generation station in East Bridgewater, Mass. Sited along Lincoln Street to
the west of the engine room (second addition), it is a two-stcry building with
steel structural frame, a flat tar/gravel/membrane reef, and no basement. A
square chiimiey protrudes approximately three feet above the northeast corner
cf the rcof. This building protrudes north about one foot from the plane of
the other Lincoln Street building sides in this complex. The only decorative
elements are concrete window sills and lintels.
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The Lincoln Street (north) facade measures 51 feet wide and contains three
bays ef paired windows, one pair each per bay per fleer. These windows are
placed so that they echo the size of the blind windows on the north facade of
the engine room addition (see above). With one exception, the windows are
paired 12/12 double-hung sash, which fill openings averaging 9 feet wide by 7
feet tall. The one exception is the left-most first floor window, which is
partially blocked by a brick panel and an exhaust fan. The first and second
floor window pairs are separated by a wide concrete band in each bay. The

middle bay is slightly recessed into the wall. The west facade faces the apex

of the triangular lot and contains only three window openings: two cn the
ground floor (4 1/2 by 6 feet, 16 lights each) forming the first and second
bay on the facade (no second floor openings above), and one on the second
floor in the third bay, of similar dimensions and appearance as the other two
on this facade. At the top of the wall in the center is a rectangular metal
sign. (A small parking lot fills in the top of the lot). The south facade
(facing School Street) contains three irregularly spaced openings on the
ground fleer: reading from left te right are a4 1/2 by 6 foot, 16-light
window with concrete lintel, located just to the right of the center of the
wall; an 8 by 10 foot garage deer; and a 4 by 7 foot entrance door, which now
serves as the main entrance into the substation and the engine room
buildings. On.the second floor of the south facade are three bricked-in
openings: what appears to have been a long, narrow (4 x 7) window flanked en
either side by paired windows similar to those found on the Lincoln Street
facade (the size ef the opening is comparable.) Each of these openings has a
narrow concrete sill and wide concrete lintel. Further to the right en the
second floor is another window opening, reduced from a size similar to the
wide openings adjacent to it, which now contains a 16-light window. A steel
beam is embedded in the brick in place of a window lintel, and a metal slide
is attached to the bottom of the sill. The east facade abuts the engine room
addition and is net visible.

Inside, the first floor plan reflects the open space needed for operation of
the large machines that transformed high-voltage alternating current
electricity into low-voltage direct-current power. Six steel posts support
the second floor. A wide doorway in the east wall leads to the engine room
building next doer. A narrow, relatively new wooden staircase runs up the
south wall to the second floor office and maintenance space; the second-floor
plan is composed of five rooms of varying sizes, separated by concrete
partition walls, most ef which feed into a small central hall which runs in a
north-south direction.

This building has a serious problem with a leaky reef; the membrane is
evidently damaged and has been for seme time, for large cracks in the second
floor ceiling are plainly visible in several of the rooms. The constantly
dripping ceiling has caused water damage to the floor to the first floor
ceiling below as well. Other than the roof, however, the building itself
seems structually sound.
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Brockton, on the other hand, was a prosperous city with a stable and healthy
economy stemming from its successful shoe manufacturing industry and a
burgeoning population. It also had a reputation for innovative public works,
especially improvements te the infrastructure such as inland sewer disposal
systems and grade crossings for railroad lines. Finally, it was a newly
incorporated city, and one within easy reach of Boston. All ef these
circumstances led to Edison and Sprague's choice of Brockton as a recipient of
one of these early isolated generating stations.

On March 5, 1883, the Edison Electric Illuminating Company of Brockton was
organized with a capital outlay of $100,000. A group of Boston investors, led
by William Lloyd Garrison, Jr. (sen of the abolitionist), financed the
venture. The first service area was chosen in downtown Brockton, bounded cn
the east by the railroad, en the west by Byrcn Avenue, on the north by
Prospect Street and on the south by Lawrence, Winthrop, and Belmont Streets--
a little less than a mile in area. By May of 1883 the site for the power
station, at the corner of Montello and Lincoln Streets, had been chosen;
construction began in July and was completed by the end of August. Machinery
and equipment were installed and tested throughout Septenber--with Edison
himself frequently en hand to supervise--and the facility opened on October 1,
1883, with Edison in attendance.

The Brockton station was designed to light a downtown commercial and
manufacturing area with 7,000 lights. Service was through direct current at
110 and 220 volts. Initial equipment for the station included two boilers,
two engines, three dynamos, and wiring—Brockton could afford to invest in the
more expensive underground wiring, which also saved its famous elm trees.
Thus, the Brockton station became the first in the country to prove the
viability of a three-wire system laid underground. Fired by steam power, the
Brockton plan served nine commercial customers on opening day; within a year
Brockton Edison had 108 residential, commercial, and industrial customers.

The Brockton station is associated with a nunber of "firsts" in the
electricity industry. In 1884 the Brockton station lit its first residential
customer, the home of a Colonel Whipple en nearby Green Street; this was the
first residence in th'e city to be lit from a central generating station. The
first theater te be serviced by a central generating station in the United
States was Brockton's City Theatre, which opened in October of 1884.
(Previously, exactly two years before, Edison had supervised the installation
of an isolated power station in the basement of Boston's Bijou Theatre;
Brockton's City Theatre was the first to be lit by electricity produced off
the premises.) The Central Fire Station on Pleasant Street in Brockton was
the first in America te be electrically lighted; its alarm system was wired so
that when an alarm sounded, the entire building automatically lit up and the
horses were freed from their stalls. The location of the Brockton station
also encouraged the development of Brockton's electric railway system.
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The demand for electricity was so great that other power stations and
substations scon appeared all ever the United States. Fall River was the
second Massachusetts community to receive electrification, in Noveirber of
1883, and many other Massachusetts cities and towns soon followed suit.

Such high demand seen outstripped the capacity of Brockton's original station;
as loads increased, the Edison Electric Illuminating Company (later Brockton
Edison) acquired land along the base of the trianguler formed by Montello,
School, and Lincoln Streets, and there built an enlarged boiler room (ca.
1884-1886). With this addition to the power station, the company was able to
increase electrical service and broaden its customer base, and soon was
lighting homes, businesses, and city streets in and around the central
business district, and also was able to power a few direct current motors for
industrial use. Even as Edison Electric was expanding its facility for direct
current generation of electricity, the use of an alternating current--both
more efficient and more productive--became increasingly standard in the
industry. Consequently, within a few years of the first addition (ca.
1886-1894), a second addition was built directly to the west of the other two
buildings. This building served as an engine room, housing two-phase
alternating current generators, several transformers, capacitors, and other
equipment associated with the generation and distribution of AC current

power. At times the voltage was about 5,000~nearly fifty times the capacity
of the direct current generators. These AC generators enabled the company to
expand its service outside the central station of downtown Brockton;
meanwhile, the DC generators continued to serve the central business district.

Nonetheless, further expansion of the company was limited by the physical site
ef the downtown Brockton station: there simply was no more room for added
machines er boilers, and no room for fuel storage. The Edison Electric
Illuminating Co. had also begun to buy out or merge with many of the smaller
electric companies in nearby towns, and needed a facility which could
accommodate these additional customers. To solve these problems, in 1907 the
company decided to build another, much larger generating facility in the
nearby town of East Bridgewater; it opened in 1908 and for the first time
provided 24-hour electrical service te all the Edison Electric's customers.

Meanwhile, Brockton's central business district was still wired for DC, with
the old underground cables installed in 1883; to service the district
adequently on a 24-heur basis, a third addition was built to the old power
station complex in 1907. Again located to the west of extant buildings on the
site, this third addition was a substation, which would receive high-vcltage
AC power from the East Bridgewater plan and covert it (er "step down") to a
lower voltage direct current for distribution. The building contained three
large rotary converters and several transformers on the ground fleer, and
housed a stockrcom, meter department, testing and repair rooms, and two
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offices on the second floor. Also in 1907, the original DC generators and the
two-phase AC generators in the engine room, as well as the boilers, were shut
down. The boiler room was used briefly as a company garage. The substation
continued to operate until 1931, when the last of the old underground wiring
system had finally been replaced by modern wiring; although it was not the
only substation servicing the city of Brockton, it is one of the first in town
associated with 24-hour service, which was essential to local industry
(motor-driven machinery in Brockton's shoe factories, for example).

The Edison Electric Illuminating Company of Brockton officially became known
as Brockton Edison Company in 1935. Today it is part of the Eastern Edison
Company, one of the largest power companies in Massachusetts.

Brockton Edison maintained ownership of the complex until very recently, and
used the buildings mostly for storage purposes. The only remnant of the
original function cf the complex is an outdoor transformer, installed behind a
tall, L-shaped brick wall on School Street (to the south of the substation/3rd
addition and west of the. engine reom/2nd addition). The date of this
installation is unknown, but probably occurred in the 1950s. Brockton Edison
maintains a right-of-way to operate the transformer and will continue to do so
regardless of change of ownership of the complex.

In 1986 the complex was purchased by two public entities. The original
station and boiler room was bought by the OId Colony Planning Council/Regional
Operations and Management, while the engine room and substation were bought by
Metro South Chamber of Commerce, both of Brockton. Metro South is planning to
relocate its own offices to the complex upon rehabilitation, and is also
seeking professional er commercial tenants (a local bank is said to be
interested in locating a branch there). OOC is also planning to lease its
portion as professional/business office space.

Architecturally, the buildings represent late 19th and early 20th century
trends in industrial construction: of simple design with few embellishments,
and constructed of fireproof materials, the buildings are in character with
the majority of contemporary industrial buildings in the immediate vicinity.
The importance of the design of these buildings lies less in their exterior
appearance -- although the original station's Italianate embellishment, now
diminished, was rather fine for a utilitarian structure; likewise the window
treatments of the south and west facades of the engine room--than in their
interior composition ef open space, necessary to house the large pieces of
electrical machinery. Despite changes in fenestration and the loss of seme
original decoration, the 1883 station building retains much of its original
appearance and character. The alterations and additions were all in keeping
with the expanding functions.



-NPS Fonll 10-»0(>" OMB So. 1024-0018
CV*2) ~ Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Brockton Edison Company Power Station, Brockton,
Continuation sheet Item number 9 Page

Bibliographic References
Brockton Daily Enterprise, October 2, 1883; October 19, 1931.

City of Brockton. Over 100 Photographs of Brockton. Brockton: W. H.
Caudell, 1898.

Clark, Ronald W. Edison, The Man Who Made the Future. New York: G. Putnam's
Sons, 1977.

"Early Days of Brockton Edison," souvenir booklet marking Brockton Edison's
75th anniversary (no author), Brockton: Brockton Edison Co., 1958.

For bush, Walter A. Memories offi'~ty Years ef Brockton Edison 1907-1957.
Brockton: Brockton Edison, 1958.

Garbedian, H. Gordon. Thomas Alva Edison, Builder of Civilization. New
York: Julian Messner, Inc., 1947

Insull, Samuel.- Central Station Electric Service: Its Commercial Development
and Economic-Significance: as Set Forth in the Public Addresses (1897-1914) ef
Samuel Insull. Edited by William Eugene Keily. Chicago: privately printed,
1915.

Kane, Robert, A. Brockton 1881-1981: A Pictorial History. Brockton:
privately printed, 1981.

Kingman, Bradford. History of Brockton, Plvmouth County, Massachusetts
1956-1894. Syracuse, NY: D. Mason & Co., 1895.

Landers, Warren P. Brockton and Its Centennial 1821-1921. Brockton: City of
Brockton, 1921.

"Light en Your Electric Company,” brochure issued by Brockton Edison Co.
Brockton: William T. Card and Brockton Edison, 1936.

Silverberg, Robert. Light for the World: Edison and the Power Industry. New
York: D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc., 1967.



STe PO - IGar To SAte

Sdtla* A

OftiNiNjfto S T ATI



WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Brockton Edison Electric lliuminating Company

Power Statior MAY-41967
Plymouth County Working No.
MASSACHUSETTS Fed. Reg. Date: J
Date Due: ~/ /[ f7 "
Action: ANCCPf
e resubmission
* nomination by person or local government REJECT
d owner objection Federal Agency:
ED appeal
Substantive Review: ED sample * request * appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criti
Reviewer fl;
Discipline
Date n
see ¢ ition sheet
Nomination returned for: .J"techn]ca\ corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered original site
ED good I Iruins altered moved date.

ED fair ED unexposed
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

ED summary paragraph
ED completeness

ED clarity

ED alterations/integrity
ED dates

ED boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

ED summary paragraph

ED completeness n

o clarity

ED applicable criteria

ED justification of areas checked

ED relating significance to the resource
ED context

ED relationship of integrity to significance
ED justification of exception

ED other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Cgfage nf pnminateri on
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer sigruiture

title date

13. Other

ED Maps
ED Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may te continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450



NPS Form 10 »00
Cw2) OMB No. 1024-0018

Expires 10-31-87
United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service For NPS UM only
National Register of Historic Places received AG 6 1
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered -
See instructions in How (o Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections
1. Name
historic Brockton Edison Electric niuminating Conipany Power Station (preferred)
and or common Broci<ton Edison Company -- Old Power Station
2. Location
street & number A0 School Street AjlA. not for publication
city, town Brockton N/A vicinity of
state  Massachusetts code 025 county PlyiTiouth code 023
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X- occupied agriculture museum
_X_ building(s) > private , unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object >L in process X- yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted X industrial transportation
no military other: storacje
4. Owner of Property
(A) OCPC - Regional Operation and Management, Int.
name (B) Metro .Smith Chanber of Coinmetce
(A) 47 West EIiTi Street
street & number (B) One Legion Parkv.")y
city, town Brockton HAif- vicinity of Jl+ Massachusett s
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plyriouth County Registry of Deeds
street & number Russell Street
city, town Plymouth state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title the Historic Asset”,%jj,,j: e determined eligible? yes no
commonweal th # 51 NN =
date Auaust 1970 federal X state county local

depository tor survey records Massachusetts Historical Coininission

city, town 80 Boylston Street state Massachusetts 02115



7. Description Brockton Edison Company Power Station, Brockton, Massachusetts
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D”s|;ril>'e'the present and original (if known) physicaf appearance

The Edison Electric niuminating Conpany Power Station is a complex of four
adjoining brick buildings, varying in size and ranging in date from 1883 to
1907. The complex consists of the original central power generating station
(1883) and three subsequent additions (ca. 1884-1886), ca. 1886-1894, and 1907
respectively). The mid-20th century transformer does not contribute to the
building's significance. Located in downtown Brockton, the station complex
occupies a triangular parcel of land bounded by Montello Street to the east,
Lincoln Street to the north, and School Street to the south. The apex of the
lot (i.e. the western tip) is a small parking lot.

The complex is set directly on the sidewalks; the site is not landscaped. The
western tip of the triangular lot is an asphalt paved parking lot. The
station lies in the downtown area of Brockton formerly occupied by several
shoe manufacturers. Today the Brockton City Hall (a late 19th century
structure) and its parking lot lie across School Street from the power
station. Po early 20th century bank building and large municipal parking lot
lie across Lincoln Street to the north and west of the station. Several 19th
century brick factory buildings, formerly engaged in Brockton's active shoe
manufacturing industry, lie across Montello Street to the east. Immediately
beyand these factory buildings (to the east) are railroad tracks.

School and Montello Streets are major thoroughfares in this part of the city,
and the site is characterized by heavy vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The
topography in this area is slightly uneven, resulting in a variable grade
level for the station: the land slopes up toward the west and south from the
corner of Montello and Lincoln Streets, but only to a small degree.

The original structure, sited at the corner of Montello and Lincoln Streets,
was designed by Frank J. Sprague, chief engineer to Thomas A. Edison. The
one-story structure, built of brick with a granite foundation (rising
approximately one foot above grade level ), measured approximately 42 feet in
width by 85 feet in length by 22 feet in height. As was necessary in a
building intended to house machinery capable of producing electricity on a
commercial scale, the structure was almost entirely fireproof; only the hipped
roof was of tinber frame. The roof appears to have been nearly flat, and a
tall metal chimney protruded from a northeast corner of the building.
Exterior decorative elements reflected a contemporary Italianate emphasis:
arched window and door openings, arched brick window and door drip-moldings,
granite window sills, a regular series of raised brick pilasters (widening to
a V shape at the top) and raised brick cornice which defined window and door
bays all around the structure, and large decorative brackets tucked under the
roof's projecting eaves. This building dates to 1883. Today only the east
Montello Street and north Lincoln Street facades of this original structure
are visible; later additions have obscured the west and south facades.

continued
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The eastern facade features six bays formed by the raised brick pilasters and
cornice; each bay measures 8 1/2 to 9 feet in width and 18 feet in height.
(An additional "half bay," located at the southernmost end of this facade,
adjoins the first addition to the original station (ca. 1884-1886) but
presents no evidence of fenestration.) The fenestration pattern on this
facade is irregular and may have been altered from the original. Reading from
south to north (or left to right), the first full bay contains a small
(approximately 3 1/2 feet wide and tall) 6/6 double-sash arched window,
centrally placed at a distance of 5 1/2 feet above the raised granite
foundation. This window exhibits the granite sill and arched brick drip
molding characteristic of the original decoration of windows cn this
structure. The second bay is spanned by an arched door opening that begins at
grade level (and thus may be missing its original granite sill) and rises
approximately 9 feet. Now bearded up, this opening may have originally
contained a double dcor, and probably allowed for the installation of heavy
machinery or for fuel delivery; the opening is capped by a raised brick arch.
The third and fourth bays repeat the pattern begun in the first bay. The
fifth bay contains one narrow door, 3 1/2 feet wide by 9 feet tall, located
towards the lefthand side of the bay; scars in the brickwork indicate that
once there was a larger arched opening spanning the full width of the bay,
nuch like that in the second bay. The present door contains a blocked transom
window, and is capped by the usual brick arched drip molding. Located above
it, centrally placed in the top of the bay, is a small (3 feet wide and 6
feet tall), decorated arched window opening, now boarded up. The sixth and
final bay. on this facade contains centrally placed, long and narrow (4 feet
wide by 6 feet tall) 6/6 double-hung sash window with characteristic granite
sill and brick arched drip molding; this window begins three feet above the
foundation of the building. Above it, repeating a pattern found in the fifth
bay, is a similar small arched window opening, of identical size with that in
the fifth bay, and also boarded up.

The northern or Lincoln Street facade of the 1883 building contains two wide
bays formed by the raised brick pilasters and cornice; these bays each measure
14 feet in width and 18 feet in height. (As is found on the eastern facade,
an additional "half bay" is located at the westernmost end of the facade,
where the 1920 addition joins the building; this half bay exhibits no evidence
of fenestration.) Reading from east to west (or left to right) on this
facade, the first bay contains one centrally placed long, narrow arched window
opening (4 feet wide by 6 feet tall), located approximately 3 feet above the
raised foundation, with characteristic granite sill and arched brick drip
molding. Above it at the top of the bay is another, smaller arched window
opening (3 feet wide and tall), which is undeccrated.

continued
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Both these openings are boarded up. The second bay on the facade contains two
window openings, similar in size and decoration to the larger opening in the
first bay; scars in the brickwork indicate that the lefthand opening in this
second bay was once a larger arched opening, possibly a doorway. Both cf
these openings are also boarded up.

The interior of this 1883 structure followed an asymmetrical two-room plan; a
wooden partition divides the interior space from east to west and is located
approximately 20 feet south of the Lincoln Street end of the building. The
larger of the two interior rooms held boilers, dynamos, and other large pieces
cf machinery used to generate electricity; the smaller room held the
switchboards and may also have been used for some storage purpose. Both rooms
are open from floor to roof, and the structural members of the roef frame are
clearly visible. The steel columns supporting these tinters provide the only
interruption of interior space aside from the partition; there are two of
these supports in the larger room and one in the smaller.

Alterations to this structure include the following: the roof rebuilt as a
gable end type, again oi" tinber frame but with narrow steel column supports as
mentioned above.(the gable end faces ncrth onto Lincoln Street and has a very
shallow pitch), and two adjoining skylights were cut into the ridge toward the
northern end of the building, letting light into the switchboard room.

Consequently the projecting eaves and decorative brackets of the original
structure have disappeared, and were replaced by simple flashing. The metal
chimney has also been removed. These alterations probably all occurred during
the construction of the first addition (ca. 1885-1903). After the station
ceased to function as a generating station (1907) its boilers and dynamos were
removed; when it ceased functioning as a substation (1931), its converters and
transformers, installed in 1907, were removed. It is unclear how mjch the
Montello Street facade of the building has changed from its original design; a
photograph contemporary with the construction of the building indicates a much
more regular fenestration pattern (six bays, with an alternating window and
door arrangement) on the long side of the building that is indicated by the
present configuration cf the Montello Street facade. The photograph, however,
is unclear as to whether the facade it depicts in the east or west side of the
building, so it is difficult to be certain. Overall, however, the 1883
structure remains in good condition and retains enough of its original
features to be considered a well preserved example of its type.

Three additions were made to the original power station during its first
twenty-five years of active operations. Two of these— a large boiler room
and a new engine room housing alternating current generators-- were
constructed within a decade of the original station (i.e. by 1894), but
probably not simultaneously. The third addition, a substation, was built in
1907.
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The Lincoln Street (north) facade measures 51 feet wide and contains three
bays of paired windows, one pair each per bay per floor. These windows are
placed so that they echo the size of the blind windows on the north facade of
the engine room addition (see above). With one exception, the windows are
paired 12/12 double-hung sash, which fill openings averaging 9 feet wide by 7
feet tall. The one exception is the left-most first floor window, which is
partially blocked by a brick panel and an exhaust fan. The first and second
floor window pairs are separated by a wide concrete band in each bay. The
middle bay is slightly recessed into the wall. The west facade faces the apex
of the triangular lot and contains only three window openings: two on the
ground floor (4 1/2 by 6 feet, 16 lights each) forming the first and second
bay on the facade (no second floor openings above), and one on the second
floor in the third bay, of similar dimensions and appearance as the other two
on this facade. At the top of the wall in the center is a rectangular metal
sign. (A small parking lot fills in the top of the lot). The south facade
(facing School Street) contains three irregularly spaced openings on the
ground floor: reading from left to right are a4 1/2 by 6 foot, 16-light
window with concrete lintel, located just to the right of the center of the
wall; an 8 by 10 foot garage door; and a 4 by 7 foot entrance door, which now
serves as the main entrance into the substation and the engine room
buildings. On.the second floor of the south facade are three bricked-in
openings: what appears to have been a long, narrow (4 x 7) window flanked on
either side by paired windows similar to those found on the Lincoln Street
facade (the size of the opening is comparable.) Each of these openings has a
narrow concrete sill and wide concrete lintel. Further to the right on the
second floor is another window opening, reduced from a size similar to the
wide openings adjacent to it, which now contains a 16-light window. A steel
beam is embedded in the brick in place of a window lintel, and a metal slide
is attached to the bottom of the sill. The east facade abuts the engine room
addition and is not visible.

Inside, the first floor plan reflects the open space needed for operation of
the large machines that transformed high-voltage alternating current
electricity into low-voltage direct-curr ent power. Six steel posts support
the second floor. A wide doorway in the east wall leads to the engine room
building next door. A narrow, relatively new wooden staircase runs up the
south wall to the second floor office and maintenance space; the second-floor
plan is composed of five rooms of varying sizes, separated by concrete
partition walls, most of which feed into a small central hall which runs in a
north-south direction.

This building has a serious problem with a leaky roof; the membrane is
evidently damaged and has been for some time, for large cracks in the second
floor ceiling are plainly visible in several of the rooms. The constantly
dripping ceiling has caused water damage to the floor to the first floor
ceiling below as well. Other than the roof, however, the building itself
seems structually sound.

continued






8. Significance Brockton Edison Company Power Station, Brockton, Massachusetts

Period Areas ef Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _x.. architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art __engineering music humanitarian
_X-1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications X . industry politics/government transportation
B invention other (specify)
community dovolopment
Specific dates 1883-1907 Builder/Architect p”ank J. Sprague, Engineer

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Edison Electric Illuminating Company Power Station, Brockton, is an
integral complex of components relating to varying periods of development and
varying levels of significance. The original station was the first electric
generating plant in Massachusetts, and also the first in the United States to
use a three-wire, underground transmission and distribution system. It is an
early and well-preserved example of late 19th century industrial construction,
especially in its use of fireproof materials and open plan. Each of the three
additions (ca. 1884-1886, ca. 1886-1894, and 1907 respectively), in turn, is a
well-preserved example of its type, and was built to accommodate the expansion
of the electricity industry of Brockton. (A transformer, added to the complex
in the mid-20th century, does not contribute to its significance.) The
station complex, unique to Brockton both in its heyday and today, retains
integrity of location, setting, materials, workmanship, design, feeling and
association, and it meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Places on both the state and local levels.

In 1879, Thomas Alva Edison produced the first incandescent lighting system at
Menlo Park, New York. This invention proved the potential for a system of
electric lighting powered from a central source. The world's first commercial
incandescent central power station was built in London and opened January 12,
1882. Nine months later, the first such station in the United States opened
on Pearl Street in New York City, operated by the Edison Electric Light
Company. Pearl Street Station used a two-wire underground transmission
system. With the help of engineer William S. Andrews and British
mathematician John Hopkinson, Edison developed a three-wire system; by adding
a neutral wire using only 5% more wire. Installing the wires underground,
Edison maintained, would reduce the danger from the fire or electric shock and
prevent the eyesore of cables strung overhead.

With the success of Pearl Street as a central generating station and the
capacity indicated by the three-wire system, Edison began to investigate the
possibility of small-scale generating stations. In 1881 the Edison Company
for Isolated Lighting was established as a subsidiary of Edison Electric.
Under the direction of Edison's chief engineer, Frank J. Sprague, certain
small cities and towns across the United States were targetted as potential
sites for the construction of small electric power generating stations. The
first of these small facilities were constructed in Sunbury, Pennsylvania, a
small town which could not afford the expense of underground installation, but
did take advantage of the new three-wire transmission system.

continued
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Brockton, on the other hand, was a prosperous city with a stable and healthy
economy stemming from its successful shoe manufacturing industry and a
burgeoning population. It also had a reputation for innovative public works
especially improvements to the infrastructure such as inland sewer disposal
systems and grade crossings for railroad lines. Finally, it was a newly
incorporated city, and one within easy reach of Boston. All of these
circumstances led to Edison and Sprague's choice of Brockton as a recipient of
one of these early isolated generating stations.

On March 5, 1883, the Edison Electric Illuminating Company of Brockton was
organized with a capital outlay of $100,000. A group of Boston investors, led
by William Lloyd Garrison, Jr. (son of the abolitionist), financed the
venture. The first service area was chosen in downtown Brockton, bounded on
the east by the railroad, on the west by Byron Avenue, on the north by
Prospect Street and on the south by Lawrence, Winthrop, and Belmont Streets--
a little less than a mile in area. By May of 1883 the site for the power
station, at the corner of Montello and Lincoln Streets, had been chosen;
construction began in July and was completed by the end of August. Machinery
and equipment were installed and tested throughout September--with Edison
himself frequently on hand to supervise--and the facility opened on October 1,
1883, with Edison in attendance.

The Brockton station was designed to light a downtown commercial and
manufacturing area with 7,000 lights. Service was through direct current at
110 and 220 volts. Initial equipment for the station included two boilers,
two engines, three dynamos, and wiring--Brockton could afford to invest in the
more expensive underground wiring, which also saved its famous elm trees.
Thus, the Brockton station became the first in the country to prove the
viability of a three-wire system laid underground. Fired by steam power, the
Brockton plan served nine commercial customers on opening day; within a year
Brockton Edison had 108 residential, commercial, and industrial customers.

The Brockton station is associated with a number of "firsts" in the
electricity industry. In 1884 the Brockton station lit its first residential
customer, the home of a Colonel Whipple on nearby Green Street; this was the
first residence in the city to be lit from a central generating station. The
first theater to be serviced by a central generating station in the United
States was Brockton's City Theatre, which opened in October of 1884.
(Previously, exactly two years before, Edison had supervised the installation
of an isolated power station in the basement of Boston's Bijou Theatre;
Brockton's City Theatre was the first to be lit by electricity produced off
the premises.) The Central Fire Station on Pleasant Street in Brockton was
the first in America to be electrically lighted; its alarm system was wired so
that when an alarm sounded, the entire building automatically lit up and the
horses were freed from their stalls. The location of the Brockton station
also encouraged the development of Brockton's electric railway system.
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offices on the second floor. Also in 1907, the original DC generators and the
two-phase AC generators in the engine room, as well as the boilers, were shut
down. The boiler room was used briefly as a company garage. The substation
continued to operate until 1931, when the last of the old underground wiring
system had finally been replaced by modern wiring; although it was not the
only substation servicing the city of Brockton, it is one of the first in town
associated with 24-hour service, which was essential to local industry
(motor-dr iven machinery in Brockton's shoe factories, for example).

The Edison Electric Illuminating Company of Brockton officially became known
as Brockton Edison Company in 1935. Today it is part of the Eastern Edison
Company, one of the largest power companies in Massachusetts.

Brockton Edison maintained ownership of the complex until very recently, and
used the buildings mostly for storage purposes. The only remnant of the
original function of the complex is an outdoor transformer, installed behind a
tall, L-shaped brick wall on School Street (to the south of the substation/3rd
addition and west of the. engine room/2nd addition). The date of this
installation is unknown, but probably occurred in the 1950s. Brockton Edison
maintains a right-of-way to operate the transformer and will continue to do so
regardless of change of ownership of the complex.

In 1986 the complex was purchased by two public entities. The original
station and boiler room was bought by the Old Colony Planning Council/Regional
Operations and Management, while the engine room and substation were bought by
Metro South Chamber of Commerce, both of Brockton. Metro South is planning to
relocate its own offices to the complex upon rehabilitation, and is also
seeking professional or commercial tenants (a local bank is said to be
interested in locating a branch there). QOOC is also planning to lease its
portion as professional/business office space.

Architecturally, the buildings represent late 19th and early 20th century
trends in industrial construction: of simple design with few embellishments,
and constructed of fireproof materials, the buildings are in character with
the majority of contemporary industrial buildings in the immediate vicinity.
The importance of the design of these buildings lies less in their exterior
appearance — although the original station's Italianate embellishment, now
diminished, was rather fine for a utilitarian structure; likewise the window
treatments of the south and west facades of the engine room—than in their
interior composition of open space, necessary to house the large pieces of
electrical machinery. Despite changes in fenestration and the loss of some
original decoration, the 1883 station building retains much of its original
appearance and character. The alterations and additions were all in keeping
with the expanding functions.
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Brockton Edison Electric
[lTuminating Company Power
Statioli

Plymouth County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: _ .
Date Due: N~ o~ T
Action: IMCEPT f~/1 7 —~n
f3 resubmission .RETURN.
CP nomination by person or local government .REJECT_
* owner objection Federal Agency:
*  appeal
Substantive Review: * sample e request C] appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

gecom./Criter

C>*| ANy (N /CMRe Viensi

Nomination returried for: technical corrections cited below A
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

CZl good I Iruins altered

« fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e sumnnary paragraph
e completeness

* clarity
« alterations/integrity
* dates

| I boundary selection

Present Use

Check one

original site

moved

date.

7



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

O completeness

CD clarity

Q applicable criteria

mi justification of areas checked

» relating significance to the resource

+ context

CZ relationship of integrity to significance
» justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

CZ! Maps
CZ Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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The Commonwedth of Massachusats

Office of the Secretary of State
Michagl Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusdtts Historical Cominission
VdeieA. Tamage

Executive Director

SateHistoric Preservation Officer

July 29, 1987

Carol Shull, Keeper

National Re%ister of Historic Places
Depatment of Interior

National Pak Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dexr Ms Shull:

Endosed please find six nominations that were returned to the MC for
technical ad substantive corrections. The following nominations are enclosed:

Bogon (Roxbury), Abbotsford, 300 Wanut Aveue _
ABrockton, Brockton Edison Electric Illuminating GCarpay Fova Station

Richmond, Nichols-Sterner House

Wesminger, Agtiﬂ'%h] Waml Houe, 174 Worcester Roed

Westminger, N Wood Houe 164 Worcester Roed

Winchendon, Old Centre Historic District

All corrections have been maede
Sincerely,

Betsy Friecberg N
National Register Director o
Massachusatts Historical Commisson

Enclosures

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



