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VALTHAM M\ MRA

Town Wal tham M\
TPIO
Address Main St
Nane G ove Hill Cenetery
OiMiershlp: X Public

Private

DESCRIPTION
Appraximate numba of gones 3500
Earliest desth date 1703
Latest desth date 1985
Landscape Architect (If known)

unknown
Condition This cemetery should receive
high marks foritswell l|andscaped, well-
mai nt ai ned grounds. |t sstones arei n

generally good condition.

qil 7)
Acreage 407585 sq.ft. 67Z-15-Z

Setting Stones cover hill on east side of

| eaver Brook. This cemetery i shbordered by
rubbl e stone walls and possess a nunber of

mature trees
Recorded by Ed Gordon

Organi zation WalthamHistorical Comm ssion

Date July. 198%
revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI OV REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (1 appl i cabl e)

G ove Hill Cenmetery is the oldest place of interment within VWalthams city limits. Since this
burial ground's first interments in 1703, Gove Hill Cemetery has grown from 2-3 acres toits
present 9 acres. This cemetery i s the last resting place for many of WAltham s [eading I8th and
19th c. famlies. |t contains the full range of gravestones and menorials from sinple early

18th c. markers to Egyptian Revival obelisks and Victorian vaults. The Gove Hill Cemetery
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and-
association. | tmeets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

GNEL. ASESSMENT F AT \APK Describe naterials used, designs, notifs, synols that are either

canan or unusual , know carvers.

G ove Hill Cenetery provides a conprehensive survey of Boston area grave stone craftmanship from

the early 18th ¢ to the present'day. In addition, its main entrance is marked by |arge square

rusticated-granite posts with overhanging rockfaced granite capping stones these posts convey
an Egyptian Revival sensibility. This cemetery's stones include sinple early 18th c.

markers, slate stones with winged skulls and is particularly stronginitscollection of late

18th c. willowand iron motif stones. Interspersed throughout the cenetery are Egyptian Revival

oblisks. A pair of Tuscan columms on plinths appear near the main street entrance. Here and

there are earthen nounds/ vaults fronted by granite piers and pediments. Particularly

intriguing are thevaults located near the Gove Kill entrance which are inscribed with the

words "Town of Waltham" |In general, the ol dest stones are in the northwest corner of the

burying ground.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain religious affiliations, major period of use and evaluate
historical importance of burial ground within the community.

v Cctober 23, 1704, land included i n the present burial ground was purchased by the Mddle
Meetinghouse's Society. The cenmetery's original 23 acres are said to have been part of a

4 acre | ot granted to Ednund Bl ois before 1640. The Blois tract was on the south side of the
Great Rd; on the "Hither Plain" (the Hither Plain extended from Beaver Brook to Gore St. Ednmund
L. Sanderson notes that "At a meeting held Jan. 1, 1702-3 the town gave liberty to the
"eSocieties of the mddle and farmers' meeting-houses to choose a burying ground for each society.
The town voted to pay for i ton Oct. 23, 1704, but i twas inuse before that time." The earliest
Agraves are said to have been those of Samuel Harringtonwho died Nov. 11, 1703, age 33 and

' Susanna, wife 'of John Hastings, who died Nov. 15, 1703 age 21, The northwest corner of the
burial ground contains sone of the ol dest stones and contains an unmarked area of black interments
According to a newspaper article in the Waltham Sentinel (4/18/1856) "there are no head stones
to be found and few records of the race left." Near the.center of the cenmetery, near the

(northern?) base of the hill was Potters Field, "where strangers were buried"—and presumably
indigent Walthamcitizens. This cemetery was called the Od Burying Gound until i tws renamed
Gove Hill inthe late 19th cen. This was the only burial ground within Walthami's city

limts until M. Feake was set out in 1857. (#801)

B Bl Q3 and/ or REFERENES

"Wal t ham Centennial " - 1864-1984
"'Vl thamand Watertown: Their Representative Businessnmen and Points of Interest" by
George F. Bacon - 1893.

"Wl t ham Sentinel" Sept. 11, 1857, Oct. 16, 1857, Feb. 16, 1856, April, 1865
Daily Free Press Tribune, Nov. 23, 1904
Ednund L. Sanderson Walt ham-1630- 1884
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1970 Atlas, City of WAl tham V@l t ham Massachusetts MR
Conpi | ed by t he Vi@l t ham 290 Main Street

Engi neering Division Gove Hill Cenetery
Scale: 1linch =Ho t- 12-B- 16
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