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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR!GINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William Kirkman Home is a two story brick residence, notable for its
achievement of unusual grandeur in a comparatively small scale building.
Each individual detail is interesting in itself, possessing both qual-
ity craftsmanship and appealing decoration.

The style is a vague suggestion of Georgian Colonial, although the de-
sign does not conform in many respects. In contrast to red brick walls
is white woodwork with classical Roman features including Tuscan and
Corinthinan porch columns, pediments, and semi-circular arched archi-
trave mouldings that incorporate pilasters and keystones.

There is no ornamental brickwork anywhere on the building with the
exception of two chimney caps, which are corbeled with stringcourse.
All of the walls are plain flat brick surfaces fifteen inches thick;
relief is provided by;g‘grmanufactur“a grey terra cotta components.
These include quoins, belt course, water table, sills and elegant
lintels in several shapes and variations. Woodwork is confined to the
front and side porches, the window bays and window frames, and the
cornices and frieze.

Located on a corner lot, the building consists of two rectangular
masses with the largest in front facing southwest. Individually they
approximate cube forms, although somewhat shorter in the vertical

and front to back dimensions. The rear section is of the same basic
proportions, except that it is not only a little smaller but also
shallower from front to back, as though it had been "tucked in" be-
hind the main structure. It is also offset a few feet along the

wall toward the north corner to compensate for a deviation from the
square plan where one half of the main northwest facade is extended
outward, creating a nominal wing. The remaining section of wall in
front is then flush with the northwest side of the offset section at
the rear.

In front of the building is an open single story wood porch that runs
almost full width, stopping just short of the quoins. Along the porch
roof is an entablature with a narrow cornice and frieze bowing outward
in two segmental curves, one on either side of a straight section
which would otherwise be a pedimented portico over the centrally lo-
cated main entrance. 1In line with the straight section in the middle
are the outside corners of the cornice, which return perpendicular to
the facade. There are six free standing columns supporting the porch
roof under the frieze. Two corinthian columns on pedestals flank the
the entrance where beams span from the frieze across the ceiling to the
wall, creating a coffered affect and completing the pedimented portico.
Tuscah columns stand at outside corners, and two more of this type are
located under the center point of the porch curves where the arc is
furthest forward.
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Facing the sidestreet and across the northwest wall of the smaller
building mass in back, is a simple one story porch. This extends fore-
ward far enough so that its coﬁ%}ce is flush with the adjoining face of
the short wing described as an extension to the main building in this
quadrant. Supported by decorative posts under a boxed frieze, the roof
has a very gentle slope to allow room for windows on the second floor.

The roof for the front portion is a low truncated hip formerly crowned
by an open walk with ironwork balustrade. The balustrade was removed
after storm damage, although the salvaged portion now decorates a
Yakima, Washington dress shop. On the back section is a nearly flat
shed roof with only enough pitch for drainage.

An elaborately bracketed cornice and frieze surrounds both roof sections
on all sides. The boxed soffit has a moderate overhang of the same
approximate dimension as the wide frieze board. Brackets are placed at
intervals equal to the width of one window opening and all fenestration
is observant of this relationship.

Within the front porch, on both sides of the entrance, is a wood frame
bay window from floor to ceiling. One has the typical fi1dtened octagon
plan with round-headed windows in each of the three completely exposed
facets. The other is a rectangular projection where two similar win-
dows occupy the side facing forward, which is roughly the same as the
total width of the other bay. The enframement for these windows consists
of woodwork pilasters with arch and keystone.

The front entrance has double doors with a round headed window of be-
veled glass centered in the upper two thirds of each. The doors are
contained in an opening, arched at the top, where the part above is
glazed in an exgquisite etched glass lunette.

Windows are, in general, arranged symmetrically, one above another and
in horizontal alignment. They have a moderately tall and narrow double
hung sash. All arched openings on the ground floor are semicircular,
while those on the second floor are segmental.

Quoins decorated with raised panfels occur on the outside corners of
the building portion in front. Panyels in a similar shape are repeated
in wood between brackets where they occur on the frieze. Quoins are
also placed on the front wall at the upper floor directly behind the
corinthian columns of the entrance portico. The cornice above these
is extended into a second pediment, where cornice brackets are doubled

over the quoins creating an appearance of pilasters. Brackets are
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also doubled above all other quoins on both sides of the corner, for
a total of four brackets each.

The remaining ornament consists of carvings and cut out designs that
are dispersed throughout the composition with some degree of inter-
relationship.

The interior has been divided into apartments, although partitions were
added without destroying mouldings or decorative carpentry. A bronze
statuette depicting a woman holding up a lamp known as the "Light of
the World" stands atop the newel post for the front stairs. The
entrance hall retains its intricate oak parquet floor, and ceilings on
the first floor are twelve feet high. The house was originally heated
by fireplaces, and three were faced in marble. One marble fireplace
remains intact.

A sleeping porch has been added to the rear of the building although
the exterior is otherwise unaltered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Kirkman was born in Lancashire, England in 1831, where his
boyhood centered around the estate of Sir Robert Peel. The estate
had been purchased by three scottish brothers named Grant, and
William's father was a foreman in the Grant factories. 1In 1853, at
the age of twenty-two, he emigrated to Boston, Massachusetts.

He traveled to the Pacific coast in 1854 where he mined for gold
in California and on the Fraser River in British Columbia. Later,
with a moderate fortune, he sailed for Australia, and in 1858
visited the Sandwich Islands. From there he rejoined prospectors
in Canada.

In 1862 he went south to San Francisco and the following year bought
cattle on the Umpqua River in southern Oregon for transportation

to market in Boise, Idaho. After various business ventures, in

1866 he took an eighty-mule pack train from Walla Walla to the mines
in Montana. On this trip he became interested in the possibility

of operating a dairy ranch, but instead returned to California.

He married and returned to Walla Walla in 1868 to raise beef cattle .
in partnership with a man named John Donley. He bought out Donley
in 1890 and founded the Walla Walla Dressed Meat Corporation.

Kirkman was a delegate to the 1892 Republican National Convention
in Chicago. From there he began an extended tour of Europe, and
in 1893 he died on the train while returning home.

The William Kirkman family was among the first established and
successful households in Walla Walla. Four generations of decen-
dants have lived in the home at 214 North Colville Street. William
Kirkman Jr. served as a state legislator from this district for

the years 1919-1927, holding seats in both the House and Senate.
William L. Kirkman, the grandson, was for several years an official
in the Walla Walla division of the Bonneville Power Administration.

Dr. and Mrs. Stephéen B.L. Penrose occupied the home for .some time.
He was president of Whitman College for forty years, from 1894
through 1934, Mrs. Kirkman, the builder‘'s widow, eventually donated
the property to Whitman College which thereafter used it as a




Gilbert, Frank T. Historical Sketches of Walla Walla County. Portland:
A. G. Walling Publishing Company, 1882.
Lyman, William Dennison. County of Walla Walla, Washington Souvenir,
1905. sSalem: Statesman Publishing Company, 1905.
. History of Walla Walla County. n.p.: W. H. Lever, 1901.
. 0l1ld Walla Walla County. Vol. I and II. Chicago: S. J.
Clarke Publishing Company, 1918.
McDonald, Lucile. Where the Washingtonians Lived. Seattle: Superior
Publishing Company, 1969.

Walla Wall

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been / -
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set ‘. -

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State [X] Local (] '
- LN,
o (A2l i 2’ | -
Name [ ATTEST:

Charles H. Odegaard

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Title Director - Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission Keeper of The National Registfr

Date Q)f//);% /3 (974 Date DEC 2 ¢ 1974

GPO 931.894

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE éoo NATES JINATE
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING TOHF‘-L‘;S';TT“-HRA:O_I'_:‘ Oz A PROPERTY ,
R i B N ACRES ._ _ YRS
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE %
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds // 3?& 4[
o ’ » o » » o] » >
o . ) ; 46° 04" 13" |118° 20 227
. »
. 0
SE ° 4 L ° ’ » 5'/0 /C
SW o ’ . 2 N . (D
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: -
JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORW‘( WIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY /\y k kf\ cobE m
v m
/ j}ro(l\l?“ \<<\/<‘
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: \\‘ [JRRTRN 4 . CODE
s v -—
8 egp 17 wh - z
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: == o= aL = coDE
T3 NP\T‘ON : w
e o TER
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: \:"}'\ R Y CODE b |
v )
A
[ e
NAME AND TITLE:
(@]
‘ rt
ORGANIZATION DATE -
Historical Architectural Development Inc. 5 July 1974 -
STREET AND NUMBER: : o
1846 Center Street =z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE o



Form 10-300q UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Washington

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTv
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Walla Walla

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet) o
DEC 211974

(Number all entries)

#8 - significance
Kirkman House

men's dormatory.

The Kirkman family home is now the oldest residence in Walla Walla. It
is located at the edge of the commercial district, and the city has
actually grown up around it.

The Kirkman house was certainly among the finest residences in the North-
west at the time of its construction, and it is also one of the most
interesting survivors from that period. It is built with the distinct
intention of permanence that is characteristic of many early 19th
century domestic buildings in England. Kirkman may have developed a
preference for the sturdiness and stability of solid masonry as a youth
in Lancashire. This quality is a rarity not only for the time, but

for the inland location as well.
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