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The Clayton Stone School Building is a two story gable-roofed 
rectangular structure of vernacular<:Ete3ii5£ style. Built of 
native limestone laid in the random ashlar fashion, it measures 
approximately 28 by 50 feet. Still standing in its original 
setting, (property includes equivalent of five town lots) between 
the Mississippi River and a forested bluff, the Clayton School and 
its property do not yet suffer from distracting modern intrusions.

An\J, for the most part, the Clayton School building itself, is in ^K"- 
ts original condition. Changes include the additions of-bathrooms ^ 

on the first floor, the installation of a new hardwood floor on the 
first level, cupboards on the second, interior and exterior stair­ 
cases and the removal of the original school desks.

m
Exterior features are the octagonal wooden cupola with louvered 
panels, squat dommers (probably later additions) in the gable roof, 
roof brackets (differing in style from those of the cupola indicating 
the possible replacement of one or the other set of brackets), simple 
stone lintels and sills, wrought iron S-clamps, and the prominent 
gable-end main entrance complete with white-painted wood pilasters, 
full entablature and transom.

70

The double hung sash windows are large and arranged symmetrically
in keeping with the 1860's development of the Greek revival. n

A bronze plate to the right of the front entrance acknowledges the 
building's construction date and historical significance.



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian! D 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) I860

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

I | Prehistoric

(Xl Historic 

|~] Agriculture 

[jij Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

| | Communications 

| | Conservation

|"yj Education 

| 1 Engineering 

| | Industry 

| | Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 

( | Literature 

n Military 

Music

D Political

n Religion/Phi- 

losophy

|| Science

| | Sculpture

| | Social/Human­ 

itarian

[~~] Theater

I | Transportation

I| Urban Planning 

n Other (Specify.)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

z 
o

I- 

u 
z> 
a:

LU 

LJ 

t/l

One of two large stone«££&gj^£eMtffcfcschool buildings in northern 
Iowa Mississippi River towns, the Clayton School reflects the 
mid-nineteentjf century prosperity of the area which it served. 
Built in 18OT of native limestone (stone which also was used for 
a series of other large but non-extant buildings such as the 
Diamond Joe Steamship Warehouse) the Clayton School shows fine 
workmanship of strong and simple design in both wood carving and 
stonework. In fact, the workmanship and materials were so fine 
that the structure was used continuously as a school (primary 
and secondary grades) until very recently when consolidation 
with another school district allowed tjie building to be converted 
for use as a town hall/and community fathering place for the 
town of Clayton alone. Although the population of the Clayton 
School area has decreased and prosperity is not so evident, 
interest in preserving this building is great. Local preserva­ 
tionist are concerned that if the Clayton School and property 
is not recognized as an historic place at state and national 
levels soon, appreciation of the building if not the building 
itself will be endangered by the intervention of modern construction

*The other is the Lansing Stone School (1864).
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History of Clay ton County, Iowa, Volume I, 1850-1860, page 93, "Boom Days 
at Clayton"

Historical Atlas of Iowa - A. T. Andreas, 1875
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