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1. Name of Property

historic name Weleetka Town Hall and Jail

other names/site number _Weleetka Art and Historical Society

2. Location

street & number _State Highway 75 and Seminole not for publication N/A
city or town _Weleetka vicinity N/A

state Oklahoma code OK county _Okfuskee code 107 zip code 74880
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3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of
1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination request for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the

property _X  meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I
recommend that this property be considered significant nationally
statewyd cally ( N/A See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
— a;algx\_ February 8, 1993
Slgnafiz' of/certlfylng official Date
ma Historical Society, SHPO
State Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

r/’-
V/ entered in the National Register gﬁiéf 2;%944/ i;é&i’ﬁf

_____ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

_____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action
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5. Classification

ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

| 1

Category of Property (Check only one box)
building(s)

district

site

structure

object

[

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register 0

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part
of a multiple property listing.) N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: GOVERNMENT Sub: city hall
GOVERNMENT correctional facility
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _EDUCATION Sub: school
RECREATION AND CULTURE museum

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
ROMANESQUE

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _N/A
roof _ASPHALT
walls Sandstone

other _N/A

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in
prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object,or structure.

b @B O 0

a commemorative property.

(]

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50
years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Period of Significance 1940-1943

Significant Dates _N/A
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8. Statement of Significance (Continued)

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Brown, Hugh W., architect

Davis, A. C., architect

Hubbard and Duggan, builders

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

1]

Primary Location of Additional Data

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University
Other

of repository:

=z
o
=4
o




USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Weleetka Town Hall and Jail
Okfuskee County, Oklahoma Page 7

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than 1

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 14 760300 3913840 3
2 4
N/A See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a
continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Anna Gordon; ed. by Marsha L. Weisiger, Architectural Historian

organization _Weleetka Art and Historical Society date 12 June 1992

street & number _P.O. Box 733 telephone___405/786-2501

city or town Weleetka state_OK_zip code _74880

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage
Or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code
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Summary

The Weleetka Town Hall and Jail, built in 1910 and modified in 1940, is a one-
story, sandstone building designed in a vernacular expression of the Romanesque
Revival style. The focal-point of the gabled-roofed building is an offset,
gabled entry portal with an arched entry composed of stone voussoirs. The
building is located on the edge of downtown Weleetka, composed of older one-
story commercial buildings most of which have been altered with the addition of
shingled, faux-mansard roofs. The sandstone First National Bank, built in
1902, is visible from the grounds of the town hall. The Weleetka Town Hall and
Jail retains the historical integrity of its 1940 appearance.

Historical Description

The Weleetka Town Hall and Jail was originally built in 1910, according to the
design of A. C. Davis. Constructed by the firm of Hubbard and Duggan,
contractors, the building was a two-story building designed a vernacular
expression of the Romanesque Revival style. It was constructed of coursed,
quarry~-faced sandstone, obtained from a local quarry. The building measured 80
X 40 feet and was sheltered by a gabled roof, pierced by at least four slope
chimneys. Characteristic of the style, the focal point of the building was a
three-story, corner entry tower with a hipped roof, crowned by a finial. Entry
was provided on two sides of the tower through a round-arched opening composed
of voussoirs, graced by a fanlight. The fenestration consisted of 8/2, single-
hung sashes set in rectangular openings, with sandstone lug sills. The tower's
third story featured narrow, paired windows. A rear entrance at the northwest
corner was composed of a pair of wooden, glazed, paneled double-doors with a
12-light transom.

By 1940, neglect had rendered the second story of the Town Hall and Jail
unsound. The city therefore engaged the services of Hugh W. Brown to redesign
the building and remove the second floor; at the same time an addition was made
to the north end of the building. The Town Hall and Jail appears today much as
it did when work was completed in 1940.

Present Description

The one-story, sandstone building is covered by a gabled roof. When the
building was redesigned, the corner tower's second and third stories were
removed and the remaining portion was refashioned into a one-story entry portal
with a lower, gabled roof. The arched entries were retained, but the fanlights
and original entry doors no longer remain. The original window 8/2 sashes
remain in some of the windows at the west elevation, but on the east elevation
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some of the lower sashes have been replaced with a single pane. All of the
windows retain their sandstone lug sills.

When the building was remodeled, the northwest end of the building was altered
to accommodate the fire department. An area that had served as a court room
and offices was redesigned to hold fire trucks, the entry at the northwest
corner was moved, and a new, wide opening was created to hold a pair of wooden
overhead doors. The northwest corner opening contains a pair of wooden,
glazed, paneled doors, but no transom. To the north is a one-story, sandstone
addition, shorter than the rest of the building. The 20 x 25 foot addition was
built to house the police station and jail cells. It has a central entry
containing a slab door, flanked by a 5/2 window on the north. Additionally,
four small fixed windows pierce the facade. A nonoriginal, aluminum canopy
shelters the entry.

The interior features 10-foot-tall ceilings clad with pressed metal.

The building retains integrity of its 1940 appearance in terms of location
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.
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Summary

The Weleetka Town Hall and Jail is significant under Criterion A for its strong
association with the history of municipal government in Weleetka. From 1910
until 1957, the building served as the headquarters for municipal government in
Weleetka. The building was built in 1910 by Hubbard and Duggan, contractors,
according to the design of A. C. Davis, architect. In 1940, it was redesigned
by Hugh W. Brown, architect, and assumed its current appearance.

Significance

The Weleetka Town Hall and Jail is significant as the center of municipal
government during the early years of the history of Weleetka, Oklahoma.

Weleetka was founded in 1902 in what was then the Creek Nation, Indian
Territory, on land owned by Creek farmers. White speculators struck an
agreement with the Creek landowners to obtain townsite occupancy rights, as
whites could not own land legally within the Creek Nation. The speculators
were newspapermen--George Clarke and O. W. Meacham, manager and printer,
respectively, for the Vinita Leader, a newspaper published in the northeastern
Oklahoma town of Vinita, and Lake Moore, publisher of the newspaper at
Fairland, Oklahoma--who sought to take advantage of their advance knowledge of
the planned route of the Fort Smith and Western Railroad. Town lots were sold
at auction on February 10, 1902, and the following day the First Bank of
Weleetka opened for business. Soon a second bank, which became the First
National Bank, also opened; that building, along with the Weleetka Town Hall
and Jail, is one of the few extant reminders of the early days of Weleetka.
The town was located adjacent to the fertile bottomlands of the North Canadian
River, and so it became a trade center for the surrounding cotton farms.

By 1910, the town had grown considerably, making necessary the construction of
the Weleetka Town Hall and Jail to house the town's various municipal and
utility offices. The town had become home to more than 3,000 people, two
railroads, three cotton gins, a cotton press, and many businesses. The
Weleetka Town Hall and Jail was designed in a vernacular Romanesque Revival
style, constructed of sandstone from a local quarry.

When completed, the Town Hall and Jail became the town's principal public
building and the focus of municipal government. The building housed the town
clerk's office, where citizens went to transact municipal business, and a
meeting room for the Town Trustees. In addition, the basement held the town
jail, and the rear of the building housed a small courtroom and chambers for
the circuit judge and the justice of the peace. The electric and water
companies rented offices in the Town Hall, as well.
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The 1920s and 1930s were decades of economic hardship for Weleetka, as
agricultural depression, drought, and floods took their toll. Poor economic
times meant little money for upkeep of the Town Hall, and by 1940 the second
story had become unsound due to neglect. To save the building, the Town
Trustees engaged the services of Hugh W. Brown to redesign the building and
remove the second floor.

In refashioning the building, Brown proved sensitive to the original 1910
design. He retained the arched, Romanesque Revival entry portal, the quarry-
faced sandstone walls, and the windows, with their sandstone lintels and sills.
In accommodating a new use by the fire department, he endeavored to affect the
visual appearance of the exterior as little as possible. And in designing the
addition to the rear, he utilized gquarry-faced sandstone walls to echo the
appearance of the original, but kept it distinctive by making it slightly
shorter that the historic building. 1In a period when many towns began
replacing their historic buildings with new construction, Weleetka's decision-
makers responded to the challenge of structural problems and changing needs by
reshaping the building, yet retaining much of its historic character.

With the new design, the building continued to function as the center of
municipal government until 1957. The town clerk and the Trustees remained in
the building. New tenants included the police department and the fire
department, which took over the portion of the building formerly occupied by
the circuit court. 1In 1957, the offices of the town clerk were moved to
another building. The fire and police departments, however, continued to be
housed in the building until 1991.

Historically the Weleetka Town Hall and Jail served as the town's principal
public building and the center of official government business and thereby
touched the lives of each citizen. Today it stands as an important reminder of
the town's first half-century.
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Verbal Boundary

Lots 13 and 14, Block 19, Town of Weleetka

Boundary Justification

The nominated boundary includes all of the property historically associated
with the Weleetka Town Hall and Jail.



