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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PRYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one, two and thrse story log building appears now as it did
when construction was completed in 1896, Beginning with a one
story cabin that had been first intended for use as a barn,

John Spence, versatile and accomplished Scots immigrant carpenter/
mason/architect added to the building for ten years. Mrs. Mary
Neosha Williams purchased the one story log barn/cabin while

John Spence was bullding it in 1886, and employed him over the
ensuing ten years to enlarge and add on to it - with one major
stipulation, that nome of the large evergreens in +he area be

out down. By 1896, Spence had built Mrs. Williams a unique

17 room log house. Two two-story octagonal towers are prominently
featured, one at each end of the house. As the building grew, it
was built to accomodate large standing trees, making for unusual
room arrangements and architectural features. Seven stone fireplaces
and chimneys are included. A main stairway is of solid log
puncheon construction, and the stone masonry and wood joinery are
of the highest quality throughoute Logs were peeled and oiled,

and roof lines are made to conform with the rambling mnature of the
structure. All foundations am of stone masonry, in fine

condition. Most of the interior shows the log wall finish or is
wood panelled. Scattered through¥ the house are fine Indian

motif designs painted by the noted anthropologist Erisc Douglas,
and the second story room in the west octagon tower exhibits

the gothic arches used to create the chapel atmosphere desired

by Cennon Douglas, noted Episcopalian liturgist who inhereited

the house from Mrs. Williams as her son-in-law,.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the summer of 1886, John Spence was building a log barm on his
1200 acre ranch property a mile or so away from the Evergreen

stage stop and store when Mrg. Williams, a prominent participant in
the summer session Evergreen Conference of the Episcopal church,
asked if he would sell his property to her and convert the partly
built barn to a cabine Mr. Spence accepted her proposeal and sdded teo
the original structure for the next ten years. This is one of the
finest and oldest log houses existing in this part of Coloreado,

end was & center for the early permenent settlement of Evergreen.
In the 1880's and for many years thereafter it served as the focus
for the Evergreen Bonference of the Episcopal Church in Colorado
under the name of Camp Neosha. It has been a major historical and
cultural landmark in the Evergreen area. Camon Douglas did much

of his liturgical work here, and his son Eric spent his early years
and much of his mliddle years here while pursuing his enthropological
and museum studies. Preservation of the Hiwan Homestead is one of
the major projects of the Jefferson County Historiecal Society, which
is currently working toward public acquisition of the Homestead as
headquarters for the Society and use as an historical amd cultural
muse um,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been 7 [ E———
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set ] 1

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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