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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Only the facade is of econeern here, that is, an area one room
deep, about 20 feet.

“t 1s still in very good condition, except for some graffitti
near the base of the walls.

Most importantly, the terra-cotta motifs still retain their
full eolors. It is hoped the color photograshs enelosed will
enter into the eonsideration, as the building's eclorful motifs
are one of its strongest selling polnts.

The bullding has two shallow projecting pavilions at either end
for the entrances. The sig-3ag eolored motifs at the eorniee and
the sun-burst and arrow shaped tiles on top remind one of Astes
Indian motifs., The roof line is undulating, with blue tiles
embossed with arrows and flower motifs. Beneath this eorniee is F
course of red oblong openings.

33

Between the end bays noted above is a series of pilasters, four
larger ones reashing to the eornisee, and with two inside each
section ereated by the larger ones. Each 1s capped off with gree
capitals of terra-dotta Art Deeco motifs. *he larger pilasters
are capped with a square cap-like deviee with a sunrise effect,
surrounded with floral swirls.

[
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Half way down the facade are fluted panels at the demarcation
line between the two stories. A string eourse of diamoné motifs
in red terra eotta runs above these panels, and a green acroterion
like motif in terra-eotta-is set at the bas@ of the panels,
sefving as an enframement for the windows of the lower floor.

The building itself appears to be plaster over briek or bloeks,
and the eolorful Art Dee¢o motifs appear to be terra-eoctta. The
building is two stories, one room deep, about 30 feet in depth,
a one story marage having a few of the. colorful motifs stands at
the left of the building and is relatively unimportant. A metal
shed¢ behind this facade is even less important. The building
appears intaet with all the Art Deeo motifs in'their original
unfaded eolor as it was when ereeted in 1939t The effect of eolors,
sig-sag, undulations, Astee-temple motifs, diasmonds, sun rises and
rhythmie effect of the pilasters has an arresting appearance.

It epitomizes, as does no other Art Deeco building in New Orleans
(there are only about three intact examples left), the Art Deco

approash of geometric patterns, rich e¢olors and reliance on
Indian motifs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is one of a handful - three at most =« of intaet
Art Deco buildings surviving in New Orleans. It alone has the

not. It could appropriately be called ® the Astec Style” becaus
of the motifs of this partieular brand of Art Deeo. Une of the
other two surviving outstanding Art Deco buildings is slated
for demolition soon (the Wational Ameriean Bank Building.).

Dept. has planned to déemdlish the building for a parking lot at
the rear for a new Mid-City 3tation whieh will faee on the
street behind the Gen. Laundry Bldg. Thus, the station will run
through the bloek. It is hereby proposed that the facade - one
room deep - be saved for some useful purpose for the postoffice
about 20 feet deep, and the rear, which is a metal shed, be
demolished for the parking lot and the new postoffiee. At the
N, Rocheblve St. side of the Laundry i{s what was a garage. This
eould also be demolished to give aecess to the parkine lot,
leading in from St. Peter St. g

The arehitects for the postoffice, Curtis & Davis, are somewhat
favorable to this 1dea, but the postoffice has not miven its
approval, The cheice 1s this: i{if we demolish the faeade of only
a 230 foot depth, we have gained a slightly larger parking lot;
but 1f we preserve the facade, we have provided a 1ittle more

Deco butlding for future generations to marvel at.

architectural detail in still-vivid eolor whiech the others do L

working area for the postdffise and saved this really unique Art

It is requested that only the facade be pressrved. The PostoffiLe
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¥ow Orleans States-Item newspaper Aucust 7, 1974
: " " Aupust 14, 1974
" " September 11, 1974
Letter from La. Landmarks Soeiety
Letter from Prof. Bernard Lemann, Pulane Univ. Arehitecture SeH
Inspection made by Ssmuel Wilson, Jr., Architect mnd Henry
Krotzer of Koch & Wilson, Architects at request of U, S, Dept
of Interior; their report was favorable for preservation of
fseade., Koeh & Wilson phone no. is 304-581-70%3 - o
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been /) mmm—
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register. . Co A

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - -
s ees . - - . Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
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