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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The SalemVillage HistoricDistrict in Danvers i sa residential area comprising
L15 buildings dating fromthel1l7th through thelate 19th centuries, with a

cew 20th c. exanples. The major backbone of thedistrict i sCentre Street, but
ilso included areproperties on Hobart, Ingersoll, Collins, Holten, and Forest
streets. The area achieves an attractive sem -rural character with itstree-
Lined streets, theold village Training Field, theformal gardens of den
:dagna, and t hefields and orchards of theEndicott Estate and t heRebecca

oJurse House. There i sa noticeable sense of neighborhood and unbroken tradi-

tion i nthis area; many of thecurrent residents aredescendants of theoriginiil

Daners. The character of Centre Street has not changed greatly since the 19th
although newer hones have been added i nnatural historic progression.

The area cont ai ns over 60 houses bui lt before 1860, i ncl udi ng eight 17thc.
structures. Two nutual |y conmpatible styles -which predomnate inthe area are
bhe 17th and 1 8th c. center chi meyridge roof structures, oftenw th saltbox
andBeverly jog additons, and the Ih story Geek Revi val cottages built betweei
L830 and 1860. N

The colonial structures include exanples of saltbox ( #11 and 15) and Beverly
jog additions (#2and 15), as well as a classic exanple of a 17th'C, house

| aving undergone three centuries of change (#13) . The late Ceorgian architec-
tural style i srepresented by t heWadsworth House (#15) with it s square shape
and hip roof. G en Magna(#9) displays thearchitectural transformation of a
sinple Fede;”al style 1790's farm house into an elegant country mansion of the
L890's. I nadditio®thedistrict contains exanples of ganbrel roof houses
(#13 and 14), Mnsaftrd roof houses (such as #16), and a fine 1820's pagoda roof
privy (rear of #13"~. MNunerous G eek Revival cottages and houses are included
in thedistrict, many t hework of a single local builder, Josiah Midge (#4,5,
7, and 8). \Wile thebuildings are seldompure i nstyle, their modifications
reflect changing tastes, and t hebuildings join todisplay the chronological
devel opment of SalemVillage fromthe17th through the 19th c.

O the 115 buildings withinthedistrict, most areprivate residences. Those
buil dings with/other uses include The First Church, #17, Wadsworth School (1898"
a variety stogfe, barns, and other outbuildings, and five historic house nuseuns
Important buildings, all of which are clapboard (except #17) include t he

following:
/

ftl- Joseph Holten House- 1671- 215-story ridge roof center chimey Col onial
with pilastered entranceway', A

[t2- John Holten House- 1692- Originally a sa (tbhox with massive center chimey
which i s now replaced with a smaller chimey. MNow a 2'5-story ridge roof
center chirmey Colonial with pilastered entranceway and Beverly jog on east
si de.

#3- Thomas Hai nes House- 1681- 2h story ridge roof center chimey Colonial wtjh
plain doorway pilasters.

#4- John Roberts House-1839- 2h story ridge roof dwelling with center pilaste]|-ed
entrance and sidelights.
cont' d
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#6- Upton Tavern- c¢.1710- 2h story ridge roof center entrance Colonial. Second
floor ballroom has curved ceiling with elaborate moulding.

#7- 1852- Typical Ih story Greek Revival cottage with added trim i ngable and
dormer bargeboards and on porch.

#8- Josiah Midge House- 1844- 27, story ridge roof two—fam |y house with bracketed
door way.

#9- Der by Summer house- 1793- 2h story Adanesque structure designed by Samuel
Mcl ntyre. Decorated with pilasters and swags, andeach corner of theroof i s
mounted with a carved Grecian urn. The peaks of t he pedi ment gables are topped
with carvings of a farmer anda mlkmaid. A National Historic Landmark.

#10- Gden Magna andt heEndicott Estate- c.1790- Built as a country Federali st
farmhouse andaltered c. 1890t o an el egant 3-story country mansion with formal
pillared eatriage entrance, rear piazza, andside win*s. Formal gardens surrouijd
the house.

#11- Clark House-1727- Ridge roof center entrance Saltbox with later 18th and
19th c. additions. Anearly 18th c. shoe shop i si ntheyard.

#12- Ingersoll House- 1670- Center chimmey ridge roof structure with pilastered
and enclosed entryway. Extensively remodeled i n 1753.

#13- Sanuel Holten House- 1670- Ridge roof center chimmey structure. Additions
of 1689, 1700, 1750, and 1832include a sflitbox roof, twoside ells, double-

door enclosed entrance, andfront Beverly jog. An 1823 pagoda-roof privy i s i n
the yard.

#14- Aos Prince Sr.House- 1809- 2 story ridge roof center entrance structure
with Beverly jog at either endof thehouse. Small 19th c. cooper shop i s i n
the yard.

#15- Rebecca Nurse House- 1678(traditional), c.1695?- 2h story ridge roof cente::
chimey structure with beaded frame. 18th c. additions include a daltbhox roof
and Beverly jog onwest side. Current research by Abbott Qumm ngs has reveal ed
that thetraditional 1678date i sincompatible with thebuilding style. A late
1690's date i ssuspected andrecords suggest that this house rmay have been
built by Rebecca's son, Sanuel Nurse. A cenetery where sheis buried, however,
is located onthe propetty.

#16- 2 story modified Mansard with modillioned cornice and quoins.
#17- First Church, Congregational- 18,"1- 1 story™hingleygtyle-Colo”r?"! Revival

sf'ructure. Thefifth "First Church" onthis site.
GPO 921-7 24
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The SalemVillage Historic District i ssignificant for its keyrole i n the

devel opnent of Dapvers and especially for i tsassociationwith theinfamus

SalemW tchcrafttrials. The district i sarchitecturally significant as it
displays a chronol ogical progression of building styles fromthe 17th througl:
the 20th centuries.

The district i sreplete with events, persons, and structures that played
important roles i nlocal, state, and national history and devel opnent.
Possessing an interesting and varied history of Indian contact, sone of which
is still evident, this area was first settled by Englishmen i nthemd-1630"s
under t henane of Salem Village.

In thelate 17th ¢, there occurred here thenost fambus and well-docunmented
case of witchcraft hysteria i nAmerican history. The hysteria began i n 1692
in theParsonage (non-extant) at SalemVillage and |asted eight nonths, spreajd-
ing throughout rmuch of Massachusetts. The scandal resulted i n20 deaths and
becanme a warning t o persons everywhere concerning” wtch; hunts".

Marion Starkey, i nthepreface t oher popular 1949 vol ume. Devil i n Massachu-
setts, stated, concerning theatnmosphere of t hearea:

"There i s fetill something of thefeeling of old "SalemVillage" about that

corner of Danvers... The actu”al physical structure of theoriginal meeting-
house has been replaced, but el sewhere, up theroad apiece and roundabout,
authentic landmarks of thewitchcraft still remain. Benjamin Holten's fine
white house (#13), for instance, that sane Holten whode hogs got into Rebecca
Nurse's garden patch. And (alittle further fromthechurch), though it has
to be hunted down i na stretch of open country that remains much as it nudt
have been i n 1692, that nost touching memorial of all, thelovely weatherbeatje

house (#15) where Rebecca Nurse thought t o end her days i npeace, and t he
little famly burying ground whither her body was brought from t hegallow "
(Rebecca Nurse's house was indeed built on this property i n1678 but current
research indicates that this house was built post-1692. See #15 i n Descrip-
tion) .

Besides these three sites, there i san archaeol ogical site (near #5) of the

Parsonage i nwhich so much of thewitchcraft hysteria occurred,and where an

sxecuted witch and one witchcraft author had lived, among thesites associa-

ced with thehysteria are: thelnaersQ L HausaAl2. and, the site of the 1672

Pirst Church (corner of Forest and Hobart Streets) where thepreliminary
cont'd
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meetings were held; thefields where the"witches'" meetings supposedly took
place; t heHolten House, #1, i nwhich lived Joseph Holten, who signed a petition
in favor of Rebecca Nurse and John Proctor; and t he Hai nes House, #3, i n which
lived Thomas Haines, who gave testimony and hel ped send Elizabeth Howe to the
gal | ows. A

The first town school, library, and churchwere begunin SalemVillage, though
they are non-extant. Thenmajor mlitarysiteintheareaisthevillage Trainin
Field, activesince 1671. Fromthis field, Danversnilitiaresponded tothe
1775 Sal emand Lexi ngton al arnms. |srael Putnam | ater Brigadi er General in the
Revol ution, trainedhere as a youth. A

Al'l of theimortant political history of Danvers, previous t o 1850, took place
in SalemVillage. As mentioned before, village meetings were held i nt he neeting-
house and t helngersol|l Tavern,#12. Fromthese meetings, thepeople of Salem
Village petitioned many times t ohave their area set off from Sal em as a separatje
town. | n1752 theDistrict of Danvers was incorporatedand i n1757, over t he
protest of Governor and King, theDistrict becane t he Town of Danvers.

Perhaps t henost important political figure i n Danvers history was Sanuel Holten
a doctor, judge, and patriot, who emulated theideal of thel8th c. enlightened
man. He was President of t heContinental Congress, signer of theArticles of
Confederation, and hel d nunerous inportant positions i nlocal, state, and
Federal government. Holten's house, #13, witnessed frequent discussions of
political topics and entertainednany political guests including John Hancock
and Tinmothy Pickering. -

SalemVillage was also a viable agricultural community and evidence of that

remai ns today. The Nurse property,#15,was thefirst farmi ntown;, theClark Fadm
#11, i sthelast working farmi ntown. A portion of thelate 18thc. Town Pound
stands near the Gonmon (Training Field). The Endicott Estate,#10, i sa prinme
exampl e of a well-to-do farm of the 19thand early 20th centuries. A descendant
of Governor Endicott and a |awyer, W lliamS. Endicott Sr. served as t he Secretary
of Wr under G over Cleveland from 1885t o 1889.

Anong t hetaverns extant i nSalemVillage i slngersoll's Tavern ,#12, used
regularly fromthe 1680's t 0 1798. Here nany of thewitchcraft events took placje
and persons such as Cotton and Increase Mather were |odged and entertained.

The Upton Tavern, #6, functioned from 1748 t 0 1808 and al so served as a retail
Store and school during part of that period. The Haines House, #3,was al so used
as atavern.

The nost extensive hone industry i nSalemVillage was shoe manufacturing. Fourteen
buildings i nthis district, anong them #4,5,7,and 16, were associated with this
trade, housing either theworkers of one of thefactories, or a small shoe
industry itself. Alnost all of theshoe related buildings were t hework of Jos”. ah

cont'd Muct fe
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8. Sl GN FI CANCE

a local carpenter who lived i n #8 and built sonme 20 houses i n Danvers from 1844
to 1883.

Today there i sa noticeable sense of tradition i nthis, perhapsthenost closely
knit neighborhood i ntown. The residents areimmensely proud of their heritage
The SalemVillage HistoricDistrict became a local historic district March 11, 1)74.
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