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The Salem Village Historic D i s t r i c t i n Danvers i s a r e s i d e n t i a l area comprising 
L15 buildings dating from the 17th through the late 19th centuries, with a 
cew 20th c. examples. The major backbone of the d i s t r i c t i s Centre Street, but 
ilso included are properties on Hobart, I n g e r s o l l , Collins, Holten, and Forest 
streets. The area achieves an a t t r a c t i v e semi-rural character with i t s tree-
Lined streets, the old v i l l a g e Training F i e l d , the formal gardens of Glen 
:4agna, and the f i e l d s and orchards of the Endicott Estate and the Rebecca 
•Jurse House. There is a noticeable sense of neighborhood and unbroken t r a d i ­
tion i n t h i s area; many of the current residents are descendants of the o r i g i n i i l 
Dwners. The character of Centre Street has not changed greatly since the 19th 

although newer homes have been added i n natural h i s t o r i c progression. 

The area contains over 60 houses built before 1860, including eight 17th c. 
structures. Two mutually compatible styles -which predominate in the area are 
bhe 17th and I8th c. center chimney ridge roof structures, often with saltbox 
and Beverly jog additons, and the Ih story Greek Revival cottages built betweei 
L830 and 1860. ^ 

The colonial structures include examples of saltbox ( #11 and 15) and Beverly 
jog additions (#2 and 15), as well as a classic example of a 17th'C, house 
laving undergone three centuries of change (#13) . The late Georgian architec­
t u r a l style i s represented by the Wadsworth House (#15) with i t s square shape 
and hip roof. Glen Magna(#9) displays the ar c h i t e c t u r a l transformation of a 
simple Fede;^al style 1790's farm house int o an elegant country mansion of the 
L890's. I n a d d i t i o ^ the d i s t r i c t contains examples of gambrel roof houses 
(#13 and 14), Mansaftrd roof houses (such as #16), and a fine 1820's pagoda roof 
privy (rear of #13^. Numerous Greek Revival cottages and houses are included 
in the d i s t r i c t , many the work of a single local builder, Josiah Mudge (#4,5, 
7, and 8). While the buildings are seldom pure i n s t y l e , t h e i r modifications 
r e f l e c t changing tastes, and the buildings j o i n to display the chronological 
development of Salem Village from the 17th through the 19th c. 

Df the 115 buildings w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t , most are private residences. Those 
buildings with/other uses include The F i r s t Church,#17, Wadsworth School (1898^ 
a variety stoqfe, barns, and other outbuildings, and f i v e h i s t o r i c house museums 
Important buildings, a l l of which are clapboard (except #17) include the 
following: 

/ 
f t l - Joseph Holten House- 1671- 215-story ridge roof center chimney Colonial 
with pilastered entranceway', ^ 

It2- John Holten House- 1692- Ori g i n a l l y a sa.(tbox with massive center chimney 
which i s now replaced with a smaller chimney. Now a 2'5-story ridge roof 
center chirmey Colonial with pilastered entranceway and Beverly jog on east 
side. 

#3- Thomas Haines House- 1681- 2h story ridge roof center chimney Colonial witjh 
plain doorway p i l a s t e r s . 

#4- John Roberts House-1839- 2h story ridge roof dwelling with center pilaste]|-ed 
entrance and s i d e l i g h t s . 
. cont' d 
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#5- Amos Prince Jr. House- 1850- Ih story ridge roof center entrance Greek Revivja 
with center chimney and rear and side e l l . 

#6- Upton Tavern- c.1710- 2h story ridge roof center entrance Colonial. Second 
fl o o r ballroom has curved c e i l i n g with elaborate moulding. 

#7- 1852- Typical Ih story Greek Revival cottage with added t r i m i n gable and 
dormer bargeboards and on porch. 

#8- Josiah Mudge House- 1844- 2^,story ridge roof two—family house with bracketed 
doorway. 

#9- Derby Summerhouse- 1793- 2h story Adamesque structure designed by Samuel 
Mclntyre. Decorated with p i l a s t e r s and swags, and each corner of the roof i s 
mounted with a carved Grecian urn. The peaks of the pediment gables are topped 
with carvings of a farmer and a milkmaid. A National Historic Landmark. 

#10- Glen Magna and the Endicott Estate- c.1790- B u i l t as a country Federalist 
farmhouse and altered c. 1890 to an elegant 3-story country mansion with formal 
p i l l a r e d eatriage entrance, rear piazza, and side win^s. Formal gardens surrouijd 
the house. 

#11- Clark House-1727- Ridge roof center entrance Saltbox with later 18th and 
19th c. additions. An early 18th c. shoe shop i s i n the yard. 

#12- Ingersoll House- 1670- Center chimney ridge roof structure with pilastered 
and enclosed entryway. Extensively remodeled i n 1753. 

#13- Samuel Holten House- 1670- Ridge roof center chimney structure. Additions 
of 1689, 1700, 1750, and 1832 include a sflitbox roof, two side e l l s , double-
door enclosed entrance, and fr o n t Beverly jog. An 1823 pagoda-roof privy i s i n 
the yard. 

#14- Amos Prince Sr.House- 1809- 2 story ridge roof center entrance structure 
with Beverly jog at either end of the house. Small 19th c. cooper shop i s i n 
the yard. 

#15- Rebecca Nurse House- 1678(traditional), c.l695?- 2h story ridge roof cente:: 
chimney structure with beaded frame. 18th c. additions include a daltbox roof 
and Beverly jog on west side. Current research by Abbott Cummings has revealed 
that the t r a d i t i o n a l 1678 date i s incompatible with the building s t y l e . A late 
1690's date i s suspected and records suggest that t h i s house may have been 
b u i l t by Rebecca's son, Samuel Nurse. A cemetery where she i s buried, however, 
i s located on the propetty. 

#16- 2 story modified Mansard with modillioned cornice and quoins. 

#17- F i r s t Church,Congregational- 18,^1- 1 story ̂ hingle ygtyle-Colo^?^! Revival 
" The f i f t h " F i r s t Church" on t h i s s i t e . structure. 
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The Salem Village Historic D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s key role i n the 
development of Dapvers and especially for i t s association with the infamous 
Salem Witchcraft t r i a l s . The d i s t r i c t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as i t 
displays a chronological progression of building styles from the 17th througl: 
the 20th centuries. 

The d i s t r i c t i s replete with events, persons, and structures that played 
important roles i n l o c a l , state, and national history and development. 
Possessing an interesting and varied history of Indian contact, some of which 
i s s t i l l evident, t h i s area was f i r s t s ettled by Englishmen i n the mid-1630's 
under the name of Salem Vil l a g e . 

I n the late 17th c , there occurred here the most famous and well-documented 
case of witchcraft hysteria i n American history. The hysteria began i n 1692 
in the Parsonage (non-extant) at Salem Village and lasted eight months, spreajd-
ing throughout much of Massachusetts. The scandal resulted i n 20 deaths and 
became a warning to persons everywhere concerning" witch; hunts". 

Marion Starkey, i n the preface to her popular 1949 volume. Devil i n Massachu­
setts, stated, concerning the atmosphere of the area: . 

"There i s fetill something of the feeling of old "Salem Village" about that 
corner of Danvers... The actu^al physical structure of the o r i g i n a l meeting­
house has been replaced, but elsewhere, up the road apiece and roundabout, 
authentic landmarks of the witchcraft s t i l l remain. Benjamin Holten's fine 
white house (#13), for instance, that same Holten whode hogs got int o Rebecca 
Nurse's garden patch. And (a l i t t l e further from the church), though i t has 
to be hunted down i n a stretch of open country that remains much as i t mudt 
have been i n 1692, that most touching memorial of a l l , the lovely weatherbeatje 
house (#15) where Rebecca Nurse thought to end her days i n peace, and the 
l i t t l e family burying ground whither her body was brought from the gallow." 
(Rebecca Nurse's house was indeed b u i l t on t h i s property i n 1678 but current 
research indicates that t h i s house was b u i l t post-1692. See #15 i n Descrip­
tion) . 

Besides these three s i t e s , there i s an archaeological s i t e (near #5) of the 
Parsonage i n which so much of the witchcraft hysteria occurred,and where an 
sxecuted witch and one witchcraft author had l i v e d , among the sites associa-
:ed with the hysteria are: the InaersQiL Hausa.A12. and, the s i t e of the 1672 
Pirst Church (corner of Forest and Hobart Streets) where the preliminary 

cont'd 
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meetings were held; the f i e l d s where the"witches'" meetings supposedly took 
place; the Holten House,#1, i n which li v e d Joseph Holten, who signed a p e t i t i o n 
i n favor of Rebecca Nurse and John Proctor; and the Haines House,#3, i n which 
lived Thomas Haines, who gave testimony and helped send Elizabeth Howe to the 
gallows. ^ 

The first town school, library, and church were begun in Salem Village, though 
they are non-extant. The major military site in the area is the village Trainin 
Field, active since 1671. From this field, Danvers militia responded to the 
1775 Salem and Lexington alarms. Israel Putnam, later Brigadier General in the 
Revolution, trained here as a youth. ^ 

A l l of the important p o l i t i c a l history of Danvers, previous to 1850, took place 
i n Salem Village. As mentioned before, v i l l a g e meetings were held i n the meeting­
house and the Ingersoll Tavern,#12. From these meetings, the people of Salem 
Village petitioned many times to have t h e i r area set o f f from Salem as a separatje 
town. I n 1752 the D i s t r i c t of Danvers was incorporated and i n 1757, over the 
protest of Governor and King, the D i s t r i c t became the Town of Danvers. 

Perhaps the most important p o l i t i c a l figure i n Danvers history was Samuel Holten 
a doctor, judge, and p a t r i o t , who emulated the ideal of the I8th c. enlightened 
man. He was President of the Continental Congress, signer of the Ar t i c l e s of 
Confederation, and held numerous important positions i n lo c a l , state, and 
Federal government. Holten's house, #13, witnessed frequent discussions of 
p o l i t i c a l topics and entertained many p o l i t i c a l guests including John Hancock 
and Timothy Pickering. -

Salem Village was also a viable a g r i c u l t u r a l community and evidence of that 
remains today. The Nurse property,#15,was the f i r s t farm i n town; the Clark Fadm, 
#11, i s the la s t working farm i n town. A portion of the late 18th c. Town Pound 
stands near the Common (Training F i e l d ) . The Endicott Estate,#10, i s a prime 
example of a well-to-do farm of the 19th and early 20th centuries. A descendant 
of Governor Endicott and a lawyer, William S.Endicott Sr. served as the Secretary 
of War under Grover Cleveland from 1885 to 1889. 

Among the taverns extant i n Salem Village i s Ingersoll's Tavern ,#12, used 
regularly from the 1680's to 1798. Here many of the witchcraft events took placje 
and persons such as Cotton and Increase Mather were lodged and entertained. 
The Upton Tavern,#6, functioned from 1748 to 1808 and also served as a r e t a i l 
Store and school during part of that period. The Haines House,#3,was also used 
as a tavern. 

The most extensive home industry i n Salem Village was shoe manufacturing. Fourteen 
buildings i n t h i s d i s t r i c t , among them #4,5,7,and 16, were associated with t h i s 
trade, housing either the workers of one of the factories, or a small shoe 
industry i t s e l f . Almost a l l of the shoe related buildings were the work of Jos^.ah 

cont'd Mudc fe 
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a local carpenter who lived i n #8 and b u i l t some 20 houses i n Danvers from 1844 
to 1883. 

Today there i s a noticeable sense of t r a d i t i o n i n t h i s , perhaps the most closely 
k n i t neighborhood i n town. The residents are immensely proud of t h e i r heritage 
The Salem Village Historic D i s t r i c t became a local h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t March 11, 1 

OCT? m E:I 
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