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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site, which has 150 feet on South Sixth Street and 120 feet on East llth Avenue, 
was acquired in 1909 for a cost of $6,000. Originally, it was a residential property 
owned by B. P. Neal.

The building was constructed in 1912/1913. Its well proportioned symmetrical facades 
exhibit some Beaux-Arts principles of massing. It is a limestone two-story structure 
with a basement. There are 8,511 gross square feet on the first floor; 3,145 gross 
square feet on the second floor; and 2,816 gross square feet in the basement.

The exterior of the building is limestone on the original portion with white brick 
laid in common bond style on the backside of the addition. The front part of the 
roof is metal and the back section is flat with limestone coping. The metal roof 
is not visible from the street. The cornice is of stone with dentils, plain frieze 
and a decorative stone parapet wall above the cornice. The Eleventh Street facade 
of the building is decorated with coupled ionic pilaster. These pilasters add height 
and grandeur to the building.

The main story windows are of the Ijalinate Arch design with a plain semi-circle 
cut stone head. The sides are plain cut stone and the sill is a plain slip sill of 
marble. The second story windows have a plain marble slip sills. The main story 
windows are double hung wood 1/1 lights with a radial or fan wooden window above. 
The second story windows are wood casement.

The architectural style is Renaissance (palazzo) Revival.

The interior is much more impressive than the majority of post office buildings. The 
customer lobby has light colored terazzo floors with pink marble border and black 
marble baseboards. The mezzanine area and second floor have vinyl tile floors and 
plaster walls. The stairway to the second floor has marble treads. The workroom 
area has plaster walls with black tile floors.

The addition, added on in 1966, is white brick laid in common bond style. This 
addition houses part of the present workroom area. The light fixtures throughout the 
building are surface mounted flourescent.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .,....-.

The Post Office Building in Cordele, Georgia, was designed under the direct supervision 
of James Knox Taylor, Supervising Architect, U.S. Treasury. This Federal building was 
one of the last- to be designed by Taylor as he retired in 1912 during the construction 
of the Cordele Building. Mr. Taylor was the supervising architect from 1879 to 1912. 
During his tenure the number of Government owned buildings increased from 399 in 1899 
to 1126 in 1912. Many of the structures erected were Post Offices in smaller cities 
and towns such as Cordele and were designed within the Supervising Architects Office.

Beginning in 1901, Taylor announced a return to the "Classic style of Architecture" 
for Government buildings. Government buildings were designed to express classical and 
democratic ideals and to symbolize power, organization and institutionalization. Taylor 
further believed that Federal buildings must be built to last and must be of high quality 
materials and construction.

These views, implying a firm resistance to the notion that design for public buildings 
could be standardized, set the period of Taylor's tenure apart from the following years. 
He was succeeded in 1912 by Oscar Wenderoth, who until 1915 basically followed the ideals 
and philosophies of Taylor. The style of design applied to this building by Taylor is 
generally felt to be the Renaissance Revival with some emphasis on-the French Beaux Arts 
and Neo Classical traditions.

For the Cordele Post Office it appears Taylor extracted styles from a variety of 
architectural periods. Comparing the features of the Cordele design with examples found 
in "A History of Architecture on the Comparative Method" by Sir Banister Fletcher 
(p. 146) the facade of the Basilica of the Constantine in Rome one can see the ionic 
pilasters used to separate the main floor arched windows. The architect placed balastrades 
below the main floor windows.

In the Palazzo Loredan, Venice (A.D. 12th Century) (p. 286), one can find an early example 
of the design used for the windows by Taylor. Note the arched main floor windows and the 
simplier, smaller windows on the top floor. In those days, as in the Taylor days, the 
important floors of a building received design features in keeping with their importance. 
The main floors receiving elaborate design and the upper floors received less.

Coupled ionic pilasters similar to those used by Taylor on the Eleventh Street facade 
can be seen on the Palazzo Girand, Rome (A.D. 1503) (p.627). Also note the arched main 
floor windows and the plain upper story windows. The Palazzo Pandolfini, Florence 
(A.D. 1530) (p. 627), is an early example of the stone cornice and decorative stone 
parapet used by Taylor.

(see attached continuation sheet)



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
"History of Crisp County" by the Fort Early Chapter, DAR
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"American Architecture Since 1780" - Marcus Whiffen
"History of Post Office Construction 1900-1940" - published by U.S. Postal Service
"A History of Architecture on the Comparative Method" by Sir Banister Fletcher
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Corner of South 6th Street and East llth Avenue - Cordele, Crisp County, Georgia 
(See attached sketch and UTM coordinates marked on Quadrangle Map)
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Continuation Sheet - Statement of Significance
Cordele , Georgia

The Patit Trainon, Versailles (p. 695), is an outstanding example of architecture that 
contains nearly all of the design concepts used by Taylor on the Eleventh Street Facade. 
It was constructed during the 16th Century and is of French Renaissance Style. The 
English Renaissance contains some of the designs used by Taylor. The banqueting House, 
Whitehall, London (A.D. 1619-21) (p. 788) exhibits the following: stone parapet and 
cornice, window separation by use of single ionic pilasters and balastrades below the 
main floor windows.

The Louvre, Paris (A.D. 1665-70) (p. 688), east facade, exhibits another fine example 
of Taylor's choice for the Cordele Post Office. Here for the first time is an example 
of the use of coupled ionic pilasters and a roof that cannot be seen from street side.

During the 17th century, coupled ionic pilasters were commonly used in English Architecture, 
The south facade of Saint Paul's Cathefral, London (A.D. 1675-1710), exhibits window 
separation by use of coupled ionic pilasters.

Three elevations of the original facade remain in tact as well as the interior of the 
lobby. It remains a fine example of Taylor's efforts to provide the smaller communities 
with buildings that embodied the style of the Renaissance Revival.
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