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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

^.EXCELLENT

—GOOD
—FAIR

—DETERIORATED 

_RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

—UNALTERED 
^.ALTERED

CHECK ONE

^.ORIGINAL SITE 
—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one and one-half-story Rock Creek cabin is constructed of logs that were 
squared by broad axe. The logs are dovetail notched (compound angle) and 
daubed with cement that is chinked with quarter-split poles on the cabin's 
north interior. The gables have clapboard siding. The cabin measures 27 x 26', 
with an attached front porch extending 8' beyond the building's southwest wall. 
A cement foundation supports the cabin.

A brick chimney vents the original cast iron Majestic, a woodburning stove still 
used for cooking and heating. A propane stove and refrigerator have been added 
to the original furnishings. A permanent ladder extends to the sleeping and 
storage loft, which was built with roughcut lumber.

After its construction in 1915, the cabin's upkeep has been maintained by Forest 
Service employees.

The cabin received a new porch and 2" pine, tongue and groove floor in 1939; 
a new roof in 1943; and a rear kitchen lean-to in the forties that was removed 
in 1974. In 1975, YCC crews replaced the cedar shake roof and installed a new 
tongue and groove floor of 4" pine. They applied new cement daubing to the 
exterior log joints in 1976.

A corral and loading chute are 54' west of the cabin, which is surrounded by 
a 55 x 90' lodgepole rail fence. Eighty-two feet northeast of the cabin is 
a springhouse built directly over Tindall Creek.

The 13 x 11.75' structure was built of axe-cut logs that are both v-notched 
and saddle-notched. The cement daubing is deteriorating and many of the log 
joints are exposed. The building has a flagstone floor and a green shingle 
roof. Food is suspended from the ceiling for storage.
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_OTHER (SPECievi

SPECIFIC DATES constructed 1894-1902 BUILDER/ARCHITECT A. Hutsinfiller (?)
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE —————————————————————__________

The Rock Creek Cabin's architectural design and craftsmanship are its most 
significant features. The cabin and adjoining spring house are excellent 
examples of early Forest Service stations and exhibit expert craftsmanship 
in log construction. They were probably built by A. Hutsinfiller (Hutsinpilar?), 
who began squatting on the public land in 1894. He sold the ranch buildings 
(1 two-roomed house, 4 out buildings, 2 barns) to D. L. Walker of Phillipsburg 
in October 1902. The place was known as the Walker Goat Ranch when Forest 
Service officials began eviction proceedings in 1907. Walker was paid $200 
for the seized ranch improvements, and the cabin was converted to an administrative 
site, the Rock Creek Ranger Station, by 1915. Mules and maintenance crews were 
stationed at the work center. Recently volunteers to the National Forest 
serving as campground hosts have lived in the cabin each summer. The building 
also still serves as a work center for occasional crews.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Rock Creek Ranger Station lies near the junction of Rock Creek and Tindall 
Gulch. The boundaries are Rock Creek Road 300' southeast from"; the (southern 
end) of the Camp Siria Loop Road. Northeast to Tindall Creek (approximately 400') 
The boundary then follows Tindall Creek (an intermittent stream) 500' .northwest. 
The limits then turn southwest to the Rock Creek Road terminating 300' northwest 
from the (southern end) of the Camp Siria Loop Road.
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