


NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (if applicable)

# 85 Crescent Street i ssignificant as oneof the earliest of the
substantial Victorian houses lining the Charles River side of Crescent Street -
these houses date fromthe late 1850's to the 1890's. Stylistically, this house
is a good exanple of a center-pavilion Italianate house. Built ca. 1859, this
house was, for many years, owned by Robert Mirray, a |andscape gardener. The
Robert Mirray House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling andassociation. As anearly representative of the devel opment
of the South Side by the W1 tham Watch Conpany and a good exanple of the Italianate
stvle. it meets criteria C of the National Register of Historic Places.
ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE De;-cribe important architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within the community.

# 85 Crescent Street i s a handsonme exanple of a center-hall/center -pavilion
Italianate house . | tisavery well-preserved exanple of this Italianate
house type i nlvaltham |t s3-bay x 1-bay nmain block retains its clapboards,
corner-boards, andfascia boards. Projecting fromthe main facade i s acenter
pavilion which features an 18th century door andenframements which were
formerly a part of a south shore Massachusetts hone. This entrance exhibits a
mul ti-panel front door, fluted Doric pilasters, anddentillated pedinment. The
center pavilion's gable shelters a lunette window. |n general, w ndows are
fully-enframed andcontain 6/6 wood sash. Tall w ndows appear onthe the ground
floor, oneither side of the front door. To the rear of this house i s a 2-story
ell. Themain block i s enclosed by a gable roof with paired brackets at the
cornices.

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state
history and howt hebuilding relates t ot hedevelopment of the community.

This house ranks anong the earliest substantial exanples of Victorian houses
to bebuilt along the Charles River side of Crescent Street. By 1890, Crescent
Street was al nost entirely built-up with Italianate, Mansard and Queen Anne
houses of considerabl esize, high-quality craftsmnshij).., _and design.

Born on January 17th, 1837, Robert Mirray was' a__| andscape
gardener by trade. He purchased this house's | ot frém'the American Waltham
Wat ch Conpany on June 15h, 1859 for $632.50 (see bEddl esex Deeds 817 : 453).
This house's |and appears as lots 480- 484onthe 1854 plan of the South Side
(Plan Book 11, plan 49). The Watch Conpany/ Murray deed contai ned t he same
restrictions that appear i n 107 AdamStreet's deed (see Form j 40).

Robert Murray died in 1887. By 1890, a minister named Robert Mirray is |isted
as the occupant of this house. Evidently this was Robert Mirray the |andscape
gardener's son. Robert hadattended college andwas ordai ned as a mnister. He
spent much of hislife in Pennsylvania and Rhode |sland, where he held a
rectorship for 30years. Upon his retirement i n 1894, hereturned to 85
Crescent Street. He died i n 1918. By the 1920's, CGeorge andJenny Cool ey oraed
this house. Hewas aclerk inthe Clifford S Cobb Department store on Mody
Street. | twas during the Cooley oraership that the 18th century Georgian front
door andenframements were installed.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Interview with current owner - Susan Brovm
Maps/ Atl ases - 1854, 1874, 1886, 1898, 1900, 1915, 1923
Wal tham Directories - 1870's, 1890's
M ddl esex Deeds - 817: 453 8/ 85
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