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WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Waltham, MA 

Address 475 South St. 

Historic Name Samuel Harrington House 

Use: Present private residence 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c. mid 1700's 

Source paper by Elizabeth A. Kahn 
B i l l Collec. of W.P.L. 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric claDboard 

Outbuildings attached stable 

Major Alterations (with dates) rppr IP^V. rn 

dates to l a t e 18th c , side e l l b u i l t i n 186. 

Condition SQgd 

Moved no Date 
(p. CJ'JV Averts 

-- n/e 

Acreage 27,200 sg. f t . 7V-Z- 2  

Setting re ta ins something of i t s Pre 20th c,  

r u r a l character, situated at angle to sweep­ 

ing curve of South St. shaded by old trees 

UTM REFERENCE \^jziZqiO NLqZd^O 
7 

WSGS QUADRANGLE AJATir.K  

SCALE l:2^ynn 

Recorded by Ed Gordon 

Organization Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 
revised C. JenKins 2/SS 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Samuel Harrington House i s a well-crafted example of a mid-18th century Georgian farm 
house. This house was owned by Harrington descendants for nearly 250 years. Together with 
i t s lean-to e l l and attached stable t h i s house clearl y i l l u s t r a t e s the struct u r a l evolution 
of a farm house over time. Evidently t h i s house served as an inn during the late 18th/ 
early 19th c.—one of the few Waltham structures linked with the town's pre-railroad days 
as an important stage coach way sta t i o n on the ou t s k i r t s of Boston. The Samuel Harrington 
House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling 
and associations; i t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Samuel Harrington House i s a r e l a t i v e l y rare Waltham example of a mid 
18th c. Georgian farmhouse. I t i s composed of a 5-bay center entrance main block with lean­
to addition and side e l l (also attached stable/garage). I n the center of the main block 
roof ridge i s a substantial b r i c k chimney. This house i s clad with feather edged, lap 
joi n t e d clapboards. The main facade features symmetrically balanced double hung windows. 
The windows were finished with a narrow architrave- — a 2nd period feature. A small panel 6/6 
window remains i n each a t t i c gable. Simple ornamentation i s confined to the 6" water table, 
corner boards and cornice returns on the end gables. The entry i s framed by a very narrow 
architrave with corner blocks, a treatment which i s probably not o r i g i n a l . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
B u i l t ca. la t e 1730's, the Samuel Harrington House.was probably b u i l t by Captain Samuel 
Harrington, gentleman farmer and selectman from 1712-1718. Robert Harrington of Watertown, 
Ma. was the forefather of the branch of Harrington's associated with 475 South St. Robert 
Harrington came to Watertown, Ma. i n 1640. Ee served as selectman from 1679-1700. I n 168^ 
'Robert bought the o r i g i n a l property on which the house now stands. The house may have been 
b u i l t c.1737 when Capt. Samuel's grandson Samuel married Lydia B a l l . Capt. Harrington died 

, i n 1739. The Harrington estate remained int a c t during the ownership of the Captain's grandson 
Samuel and great grandson Samuel. One year before Captain Samuel's death, his name was at the 
top of the Waltham tax l i s t . 

The f i r s t s o l i d evidence of t h i s house's existence occurs i n a deed of 1793 between 
Samuel (grandson of Capt. Samuel) and Samuel Harrington Jr. At that time Samuel Sr. transferred 
his 83 acres and his house to his son, Samuel. The deed geographically locates t h i s house 
for the f i r s t time with some degree of accuracy. The lean-to probably dates to the 1790's 
or early 1800'f -at that time Samuel Sr. and Samuel Jr's family were l i v i n g i n th i s house. 
I t may have been b u i l t to accommodate guests when t h i s house functioned as an inn 
(c.1803-1807). The house was i d e a l l y situated to serve t r a v e l l e r s as i t was on a road that 
lead d i r e c t l y to the Great Road (Main St . ) , the main highway from Boston, westward. 
Samuel Jr. inherited t h i s house. By the 1830's t h i s house's owner was Amasa Harrington. He 
sold off much of the Harrington estate between 1837-1863. On June 16, 1844, he sold land to 
the Fitchburg Railroad Co. I n an 1845 Waltham tax book, Amasa i s l i s t e d as owning one 
hundred acres of land. He died in 1867, but land was being sold off in his name until as late 
• 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
"475 South St.—Samuel Harrington House" by Elizabeth A. Cohn. 
Boston University (paper i n c o l l e c t i o n of Waltham Public Library" 
Waltham/Watertown Directory—1871 
Waltham 1630-1894, E.L. Sanderson 
Maps/Atlases~1836, 1854, 1874, 1886, 1900 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZChMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Commmity: Form No: 

lis 
Property Name: 475* SeruH^ sl— 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

as 1888-at the time of his death, the Waltham Sentinel ca l led him "one of our most 
highly respected c i t i zens and wealthiest farmers." The fo res t of trees on Amasa s 
land was ca l led "Harrington's Grove" and was a f a v o r i t e s p o t f o r summer pxcnxcs. 
Amasa l e f t his estate to his w i f e , C la r r i sa . George B Harrington, Amasa s adopted 
son inher i ted the property i n 1885. He i s l i s t e d xn the 1870-71 Waltham D - e c t o r y as a 
farmer. The house l a t e r passed to George's w i f e Mary and thexr daughter, Mary B 
Dickey. She died during the mid 1960s. I n recent years thxs house has been owned by 
Mrs. Evelyn Dickey Bar re t t . s 

• t. 

Staple to Inventory forT. at bottom 
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U'ALTH.AM, MA MRA 
Samuel Harrington House #118 
475 South Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 
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