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Address 475 South St .

Historic Name Samuel Harrington House

Use: Present private residence
Original
DESCR PTI ON

Dat e c. m d1700's

Source paper by Elizabeth A. Kahn
Bill Collec. of W.P.L.

Style Georgian

Architect unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric daDboard

Qutbuildings attached stable

Myjor Alterations (with dates) rppr IPV. rn

dates t olate 18thc, side el lbuilt i n 186.
Gondi tion d
Mved no Dot e - nle

(p. arIv Aerts

Adesge 27200 sg. ft. 7V-Z-2
Setting retains something of its Pre 20th c,
rural character, situated at angle to sweep-

ing curve of South St. shaded by old trees

Recorded by Ed Cordon

Organization  Waltham Historical Conm

Cat e
revised C JenKins 2/SS



NATT WL REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (i appl i cabl e)

The Samuel Harrington House i sa well-crafted exanple of a md-18th century Georgian farm
house. This house was owned by Harrington descendantsf ornearly 250years. Together with
its lean-to ell andattached stable this house clearly illustrates the structural evolution
of a farm house over time. Evidently this house served as aninnduring the late 18t h/
early 19thc.—ene of the fewWltham structures linked with the town's pre-railroad days
as an inmportant stage coach way station ontheoutskirts of Boston. The Samuel Harrington
House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling

and associations; it meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Destribe important architectural features and evaluate in tams of
other buildings within the community.

Architecturally, the Samuel Harrington House i sarelatively rare Waltham exanple of a m d
18th c. CGeorgian farnmhouse. | t i s conposed of a 5-bay center entrance main block with |ean-
to addition and side ell (also attached stable/garage). | nthe center of themin block

roof ridge i sa substantial brick chimey. This house i sclad with feather edged, | ap
jointed clapboards. The main facade features symmetrically balanced double hung wi ndows.

The windows were finished with a narrow architrave- —a 2ndperiod feature. A small panel 6/6
wi ndow remains i neach attic gable. Sinple ornamentation i sconfined tothe 6" water table,
corner boards andcornice returns on the end gables. Theentry i sframed by a very narrow
architrave with corner blocks, a treatment which i s probably not original.

HSTARGL SGNHCAINE Explain therole omers played inlocal or state history ad how the
bui I ding relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

Built ca. late 1730's, the Sanuel Harrington House.was probably built by Captain Sanuel
Harrington, gentleman farmer and selectman from 1712-1718. Robert Harrington of Watertown,
Ma. was the forefather of the branch of Harrington's associated with 475 South St. Robert
Harrington cane t o Watertown, Ma. i n 1640. Ee served as selectman from 1679-1700. | n 168~
"Robert bought theoriginal property onwhich the house now stands. The house nay have been

built c.1737 when Capt. Samuel's grandson Samuel married Lydia Ball. Capt. Harrington died
,in 1739. The Harrington estate remained intact during the ownership of the Captain's grandson
Samuel and great grandson Samuel. Qne year before Captain Sanuel's death, hi s nane was at t he

top of theWalthamtax list,

The first solid evidence of this house's existence occurs i na deed of 1793 between
Samuel (grandson of Capt. Sanuel) and Sanuel Harrington Jr. At that time Samuel Sr. transferred
his 83 acres and hi shouse t o hi sson, Samuel. The deed geographically locates this house
for thefirst time with sonme degree of accuracy. The lean-to probably dates t othe 1790's
or early 1800'f -at that time Samuel Sr. and Samuel Jr'sfamily were living i nthis house.

It may have been huilt t oaccommobdate guests when this house functioned as an inn
(c.1803-1807). The house was ideally situated toserve travellers as it was on a road that
lead directly tothe Great Road (Main St.), themain highway from Boston, westward.

Sarmuel Jr. inherited this house. By the 1830's this house's owner was Amasa Harrington. He
sold off much of the Harrington estate between 1837-1863. n June 16, 1844, he sold landto
the Fitchburg Railroad GCo. | nan 1845Wlthamtax book, Anrasa i slisted as owni ngone

hundred acres of land. He died i n1867, but land was being sold off i nhisnane until as |ate

B Bl @3 and/ or REFERENES

"475 South St.—Samuel Harrington House" by Elizabeth A Cohn.
Boston University (paper i ncollection of Waltham Public Library"
Wl t haml Watertown Directory—1871

Wal t ham 1630- 1894, E. L. Sander son

Maps/ At | ases~1836, 1854, 1874, 1886, 1900

8/ 85
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as 1888-at the time of his death, the Waltham Sentinel called him "one of our most
highly respected citizens and wealthiest farmers." The forest of trees on Ame=sa s

land was called "Harrington's Grove" and was a favorite spotfor summe pxcnxcs.

Amesa left his estate to his wife, Clarrisa. George B Harrington, Amesa s adopted

son inherited the property in 1885. He is listed xn the 1870-71 Waltham D-ectory as a
farmer. The house later passed to George's wife Mary and thexr daughter, Mary B

Dickey. She died during the mid 1960s. In recent years thxs house has been owned by
Mrs. Evelyn Dickey Barrett. S

Staple to Inventory forT. at bottom
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Sanuel Harrington House #118
475 South Street

1" = 100

1975; updated t o 1987
V@l t ham Engi neering Dept.
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