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| St i DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND DRIGINAL [IF KNOWN; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - —1800- 1829 —ARCHITECTURE
? FORMS The small brick-stucco building at 320 Clay Street (directly ;:::::: e
s ? across Clay Street from the present Clark County Courthouse) is g 1800 x“""cf
R ; known as Govenor Harris Flanagin's law office. It has been used as = i
- i a law office-by many highly respected Arkadelphia lawyers and is
: ; now (1976) owned and occupied by Judge B. W. Sanders, young Arkadel-
s phia attorney and city judge. SPECIFICDATES 1855
| : : Originally the office consisted of two brick rooms with a STATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE
| ; ; 3 porch extending across the rooms with an entrance from the West end The office
| 2 of the porch. No distinctive architecture is featured. It was Witherspoon, an att-
| built as a law office and has no special features. There was no builder, lists in »
BLCATION door between th> two rooms, only outside doors which opened to the
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porch. Each room has a chimney and fire place. The brick walls
are eight inches thick. Plastered strips of lathing covered the

to Major Witherspoo
13,990 bricks to Ma

Mr. O'Baugh built t
Fa ot interior walls and ceiling. Major Witgerspo;r
cx : .
| After Governor Flanagin's death in 1874, the Flanzgin The two fr
: family added some wooden rooms to the law office in order to rent thought to have bee
PAESENTUSE &) it as a private residence. A door was cut between the two brick :
ULTURE  _MUSEUM rooms and the building became rent property until 1903 when Judge In 1877, ¢
;"G.; L PARK J. H. Crawford bought it and restored it to its original use. £fill an unexpired ¢
ATIONAL  _PAIVATE RESIDENCE ; _ - service in this off
TANMENT _REUG-OUS Judge Sanders acguired the property in 1974, and has Justice of the Arxa
RNMEYY  _SCENTIFIC restored the old building to its former dignified appearance with Governor Flanagin
TRAL __TRANSPGRTATION few changes. It continues to be a law office and the meeting the Civil War) wer~
1 —COThER

TE

Arkansaa

ARG B )

TATE

Arkanzas 7143212

place of politically-minded citizens. It is now known as Judge
Sanders' law office, a fittiny successor to Governor Flanagin's
law office.

Judge Sanders is president of the Clark County Historical
Association.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1853 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The office was built before the ”LVLI War by Major J.L.
Witherspoon, an attorney. J.H.O'Baugh. a local brick makar and
builder, lists in his account book a note for $70.00 which he owed

to Major Witherspocn and a rater entry (1855) shows his sala of
Legends claim that
which he cwed to

13,990 bricks to Major Witherspoon for $111.92,
Mr. O'Baugh built the office in payment for a debt
Major Witherspoon. :

The two front rooms or brick portion of the
thought to have been built Detween 1835 and 1860, 1i
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£ill an unexpired term as the Arkans
Fajor Wit

service in this office
Justice of the Arkanza
Governor Flanagin (who
the Civil War) werz Whi
came loval Democrats. e
with the Confederacy when 4
to fight the South. Both served

’
=]

Colcnel Dandridge McRas made Withers ruit
later placed him in charge of recruit Dist
Arkansas. He was promoted to major 0th

Arkansas Infantry.
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Harris Flanagin was in camp at Knoxville, Tennessee. when he was
informed of his nomination and electicn as Confederate Gozernor
of Arkansas. He was inaugurated on Novamber 15, 1862. When the
Union forces threatened Little Rock, he moved the state government
{and his family) to Washington in Hempstead County. When the war
was over, he lost the right tc vote and to hold office and did not
regain the privilege until 1872. In 1874, he represented Clark
County at the constitutional convention and he was made chairman
of the Judiciary Committee. He became ill at the convention, re-
turned home and died at Arkadelphia on October 23, 1874.

After the Civil War, both men practiced law and used the small build-
ing as their office. During reconstruction, the regions around Clark
County Courthouse was known as the Ra? Hole. The work "carpet- i
bagger" was not used in Arkadelphia. The northern invaders were known
as. Radicals or Rads. ©One can imagine Witherspoon and Flanagin in the
midst of the Rads' nest. Through it 3ll they remained good citizens
and protected the interest of the Arkadelphia citizens.

Governor Flanzgin bought the small office from Major Witherspoon.

When the former governor d;ed’in 1874, his son, Duncan Flanagin, inher -——-
inherited the office. He aided the frame addition at the back and

rented the property as a residence. in 1903, he sold the building to

Judge John H. Crawford who practiced law there until his death in 1930.

The building passed to Judge Crawfo.rd's son, Dwight H. Crawford, a

prominent lawyer of Arkadelphia.

When Mr. Crawford died in 19¢8, the office went to his widow, .

_ Mri. Kathleen Crawford, and later to their daughter, Mrs. Maragaret

Crawford Kauffman. Mrs. Kauffman rented the office to Judge Earnest
Still, Arkadelphia city judge. After Judge Still died, the office
remained vacant for a short time. It was sold to Judge Bob Sanders in
1974 and he has restored the old building.

The Woodmen of the World have placed a plaque on the building denoting
its noble history. Arkadelphia citizens are very proud of the small
office and point to it with pride.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Flanagin Law Office Clark, Arkansas 77000245

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

_X_Nomination Form (original missing, microfiche copy
present)

____Photographs
USGS Map
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Flangain Law Duiff
Clark® Co., A

[J resubmission

[J nomination by person or local government
[J owner objection

[J appeal

Substantive Review: [ sample [Jrequest [ appeal

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due:

Action: ___ACCEPT __1Z[22[77

— - RETURN

2t REJECT

Federal Agency:

[ NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom./Criteria

Reviewer

Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition : Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ ves CJno

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

] excellent [] deteriorated (I unaltered ] original site

i) good [ ruins [J atered [J moved date

D fair L__l unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[] summary paragraph
] completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
(] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

(] summary paragraph

[ completeness

[ clarity

(] applicable criteria

[J justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource

(] context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

(] other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

[J Photographs
(] other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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HISTORIC 11 anagin Law Office
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LOCATION
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[l MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE U.S.G.S., Arkadelphia Quadrangle

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1959
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‘ 1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW

. 3. UTM REFERENCES
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