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1. Name of Property
historic name WESTSIDE HISTORIC DISTRICT

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number  Baker and Snell Sts.. Northampton Rd.. and Hazel Ave. not for publication

city or town Amherst vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Hampshire code 015 zip code 01002

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this ¢ nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
« meets *+ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally « statewide E(|Jocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

6 7-000
signature of certifying official/Title Judith”. McDonough, Executive Director Dati
/Massfeichusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Signatftire of the Keeper Date of Action
Amitered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Westside HD
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private _ building(s)
_ public-local X district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Residential
Agrciultural

Industrial

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Victorian Eclectic
Craftsman/Bungalow
Colonial Revival

Italianate

Narrative Description

Hampshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
44 5 .Building
1 sites
structures
objects
45 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Residential

Agricultural

Materials

(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation
walls wood/weatherboard
brick asphalt aluminum  vinyl
roof
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION
Introduction

The Westdde Historic District is located west of downtown Amherst by a half-mile on Northampton Road. Its
40 aaesinclude Hazd Avenue, Baker Strest and Snell Streat west of the former Boston and Maine Railroad
(now arail trail). Northampton Road from University Drive to Blue Hills Road forms the northem boundary.
South of Northampton Roed, 44 architectura resources, primarily Victorian Eclectic style resdencesfrom the
late 19 century, are located in smal clusters among cornfields and large yards, lending an open gopearance to
the neighborhood. Topography inclines regularly to the eest wdth few treesor other visua interruptions. The
opposite sde of Northampton road islined with acollection of 12 gable-front Colonial Revival and Victorian
Eclectic syle homeshbuilt a the end of the 19" and beginning of the 2" centuries. Fields occupy the eestem
border of the district and the areabetween Snell Strest and Hazd Avenue. The esstem field is planted in com.
The historical significance of Westsde derives largely from its occupation by African Americans for over a
century and from its architectura resourceswhich embody distinctive characteristics of 19*' century design,
constmction and plarming.

There were other ethnic endavesin the tovm during the period and even other ethnic groups in Westside,
including Irish and Polish. While neither of these groups nor the African Americans are known for any regiond
influences on architectural design, thereisabuilding form that istypica of Westsde. The Victorian Eclectic
syle, front gabled, two-story, two-bay or three-bay examples represent nearly half the district's architecturd
resources. These are foimd throughout the district on Northampton Road, Snell Street, Hazel Avenue and Baker
Streat. Slight variations in the form exist. Most havetwo windowsin the gable pesk but some have only one
Mog ae perpendicular to the sreet but a smdl number are parallel. Severd ae two and one-half goriesin
height. Almost all havefront porches. The dope of the roof, plain moldings around the openings, lack of gable
or eavearticulation and sde hal entry mark them as having common design or constmction influences. Many
of the housss retain original exterior materids which consgst mainly of wood shingles and wood dapboards but
may include historic agphdt wall cladding in some casss

Architecturein the suburban district is mainly one and one-half story wood-framed houses, some of which have
asodaed outbuildings. Three distinct groups of housesexist within the area, located on Baker Street, Hazd
Avenue and on Northampton Road. Baker Street is a cul-de-sac with houses goaced dosetogether a the south
end. Hazd Avenueisalinear group of homes, all of which are located onthe west Sdeof the street. A com
field occupiesthe eest Sde. The homes on Northampton Road are dso aranged inalinear fashion. Buildings
here are more dense on the north sde of the busy state highway and tend to display dementsof the Colonid
Revival and Victorian Eclectic styles. The three groups arejoined by the physical coreof the district, whichis
agricultura fields.

Westsde's oldest buildingswere constmcted after the Civil War on Baker Street on a scdle and density typical
of asuburban greet. Thisareaisin the southwestem part of the district. The woodframedhouses are between
(continued)
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one and one-haf and two storieswith lessthan thirty feet offrontageand dightly more a the Sdes. The two
and three-bay,front-gabl edform clad inwood capboard is most common, dthough some houses have been
updated with new siding and cross-gabled additions. Baker Street isthe densest group of buildingsin the
Weddde district.

Hazd Avenue, in the district's northeastem part, was developed in the late 1800s, shortly after constmction on
Baker Sfreet dowed. Houses here are smilar in scaeto those on Baker Street but have awider variety of
forms. Pyramida hipped foursquare and sde-gabled examples are adjacent to two and one-hdf-story, front
gebled houses all on the west Sde of the Sfreet. The opposte Sdeis occupied by afield still cultivated in com.

Northampton Road north of Hazd Avenue, built more recently than Hazel and Baker, is deveoped with 13 two-
dory, front gabled houses mostly Victorian Eclectic in style, constmcted between ca 1890 and 1920. Some
desgnshave afront gambre roof, evidence of the Dutch Colonia Reviva influence. These houses are more
omeate, more likely to retain original exterior cladding and to have undergone fewer changes to their plansthan
houses on other dreetsin the district. They are st 50 feet of f the busy state highway with asimilar disance
between. The Connecticut Valley Street Raillway opened on Northampton Road in ca. 1890, facilitating fravel
between Amherst and Northampton. The linear devdopment dong this segment of road was acommon
responseof builders to the congtmction of dreet raillwaysin the late 19th century.

Baker Street

Baker Street isthe oldest section of the Westsde District, containing Six houses, most of which were
congmcted before 1880. The Hawkins House a 33 Baker Street (ca. 1869 MHC #329) isthe oldest house on
the dreet, built around 1869. The three by two-bay principal mess rises two soriesto a low-pitched, sde-
gabled roof clad inagphdt shingles. A two sory rear addition crestesan L-shgped plan. Vinyl dgpboards are
on the exterior walls and the foundation isbuilt of brick. Origina windows have been replaced with vinyl sagh.
All omament except the gable retums on the north gable end has beenremoved. Thisisthe only sde-gabled
house on the dreet.

The Hasbrook House at 43 Baker Street (ca. 1870 MHC #330) is one of Westsde'stypica Victorian

Eclectic houses Itsform is representative of a leest 16 of the district's 38 architectura resources. The

principal mass is afront-gabledblock of two by two baysand one and one-hdf sories. Side-gabled additions

were mede during the lagt third of the 2" century. A hipped porch coversthe sdehall entry. Thisform, wdth

dight variations, describes 52, 55 (ca. 1870 MHC #332) and 58 Baker Street and gpplies to some of the homes

on Sndl Street, Northampton Road and Hazel Avenue as well. Lack of omament around the eavesand the

dopeof the roof are indicative of acommon desgn influence anong these houses. Whilethe Langed H

34 Baker Street (ca. 1900)is awel-maintained Victorian Eclectic style house, itsintegrity of Iza ﬁeost*'
when it was moved here from North Plessant Street around 1965.

(continued)
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Sndl Street

Sndl Street isthe gte of two architectura examples of the Victorian Eclectic stylethat istypica of Westsde's
resources. The housssa 208 and 223 Snell Street (ca. 1870) share the three-by-two-bay plans and one and
one-haf-story, gable-front eevations found dsewherein the district. The eeterly of the two, 223, has been re-
dded with vinyl dapboards but retains its 2/2 double-hung sash. A picket fence occupies the back yard of the
well-maintained house. The house a 208 islocated across the dreet and retains itswood clgpboard exterior and
6/6 double-hung saeh. Two well-maintained historic bams, clad in vertical flushboardand intended to house
farm implements and possibly produce, are behind the house. The bams are not fenestrated but and lack
omament except for asmall ventilator on the roof of the larger bam.

Hazel Avenue

From the houses on Snell Sfreet it is possible to view the backs of some houses on Hazel Avenue across afield
and through athin stand of frees. The field and goarse woods represent the physical core of the district. Thirty-
five, 39 and 43 Hazel Avenue (ca 1890,1870,1890) are examples of thefront-gabled,Victorian Eclectic style
housg, typical of Westsde, foimd on Snell Street, Northampton Road and on Baker Street. The example a 35
Hazel Avenue is parald to the street and has asingle window in the gable peek instead of two but otherwise
fitsthe pattem of typical Victorian Eclectic housesin the district. An endaosed porch has been added to the
dregt devation and vinyl siding has been gpplied to the exterior but the houseisin good condition. Thirty-nine
Hazel Avenue isagable-front, two by two-bay plan, clad in agphdt shingles that might have been gpplied
during the first half of the 20* century. The 2/2 double-hung sash remain but the trim around the openings
foimd on similar buildings hes ether been removed or sulbsumed under the asphdt cladding. Forty-three Haze!
Avenue isunique in the district for its very degp setback and surviving large bam in the back yard. The house
hes asde-gabled plan but otherwise adheres to the predominant Victorian Eclectic type found throughout the
digtrict. Theoriginal 2/2 saeh remain in the window openings and the exterior is clad with-wood dagpboards.

An enclosed porch has been added to the northem eevation of the well-maintained house

Other houses on Hazdl Avenue retain amoderate level of integrity of materias and desgn. The Bias-Thompson
House a 15 Hazel Avenue (ca. 1893) isatwo and one-haf story Victorian Eclectic style house with amore
complex plan than othersin the district. Two-story bays project from the gable-front block, forming a T-shaped
plan. Enclosed porches have been added to the facade and to the rear of the house. Original siding has been
replaced with vinyl dgpboards and the windowswith 1/1 vinyl sash. Thishouseislarger than othersin the
Wedsde District. The Perry Roberts House a 21 Hazdl Avenue (ca. 1880) isthe district'sonly pyramida
hipped example and is dso larger than most othersin Westsde. The Colonia Revival style foursquare house is
two gories highwith atwo-bay by two-bay plan, which is enlarged by atwo-story addition to the facade. Two
over two double-hung saeh light the first and second stories, except in the bay which have 6/6 sseh. This house
hes been dtered with the addition of aluminum siding. A pyramida hipped garage sded with asphdt cladding
isin the back yard. The Davis/Taylor House a 29 Hazel Avenue (ca. 1880) isafront-gabled,two and one-

(continued)
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half-story resdencebuilt on athree-bay by two-bay plan. Whileit hes some of the characteristics of Westsde's
typica Victorian Eclectic style houses it is significantly larger than they are. The houseis clad in wood
dgpboards, has atwo-story rear addition and agabled side-hal entry porch. The houseisin good condition.

Northampton Road

Northampton Road between University Drive and Blue Hills Road (Street numbers 193-271) isthe location of
the mogt intact cluster of buildings within the district. The group is primarily Victorian Eclectic and Colonial
Reviva but includes Dutch Colonia Revival, Cgpe Cod, Itdianate and Craftsman style homes Most are well
maintained and retain the highest level of integrity of materid, location, setting and design of buildingsin the
district. Thetypical Westsde Victorian Eclectic syle homes on Northampton Road (Street numbers 193,
199, 203, 215,221, 227, 240, built ca. 1894-1912) are wood-framed,front-gabled,two-story or two and one-
half-story buildings of two or three bays Many have hipped porches on the front and two-gtory ells atached to
the rear. Roofs are agphdt shingles, foundations are built of brick and sding materia is primarily wood
clagpboard with omamentd wood shingles in some gable pegks. Digtinctive characterigics of these houses ae
the porches, gable-front orientation and unomamented eaves  Some vinyl, asphdt and aimiinum sdingis
present. This building form, with dight variations, is aso present on Beker and Sndll Sfreets and Hazd Avenue
in 9 other examples. (43,52,55,58 Baker Street; 35,39,43 Hazel; 208,223 Snell)

The Dutch Colonia Reviva style homesa 235 (ca. 1917 MHC #323) and 241 Northampton Road are well-
maintainedf ront-gambrel exampleswith wood dapboard sding and wood shinglesin the pesk of the gambrd
end. Both have hipped porcheswith shingled kneewalls and Classicaly desgned coloimettes and piers. These
housssretain ahigh leve of integrity of desgn and materids.

The house a 260 Northampton Road (ca. 1870 MHC #324) isan Itdianate syle design with degp eaves
symmetrica three-bay facade and very low-pitched hipped roof pierced by a center chimney. The center entry is
covered by a shed roofed porch on the east-facing principal eevation. Windows are cgpped by prominent hood
moldings that enhancethe Itdianate sengbility. The walls of the house are clad in wood dgpboards, the
foundationis built of brick and the double-hung sash have 2/2 panes all of which gppears to be origind
material.

The English Revival style is represented a 247 and 263 Northampton Road (ca. 1920,1955) The latter is
non-contributing building due to itsca 1955 congmction date. The housea 247 is alarge, wood-framed,
front-gabled, threebay desgn of two and one-haf sories. A one story bay window and a side-hal entry porch
project from the facade. Sagh with pedimented hoods on the facade gppeer in groups of two, three and four.
The stagger-butt wood shingle cladding contributes fiirther to the well-maintained house' s medieva gppearance.

Houses & 212 and 255 Northampton Road (ca. 1920) are Craftsman style Bungaows with gable-front center
entries. The one and one-hdf-story formsare modestly scded and goarsdy omamented. A Cgpe Cod house is

(continued)
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a 250 Northampton Road, clad in asbestosand st back from the road behind the Bias-1 hompson Housea 15
Hazel Avenue (ca. 1893). Thesehouses retain the leest amoimt of integrity of buildings on Northampton Roed.

Summary

Non-architectura resources contributing to the district's historical gppearance conds of the farmfiel dsstill
being cultivated on Northampton Road. These are between five and ten acresind9ze and are currently planted

in com. Houseson Haze Avenue have an unintermpted view to the eedt of the field dong Northampton Road
and can view partsof the Snell Sfreet field form their beck yards. Houseson Snell Sfreet 1ook out their own
back yardsto the field and the homeson Hazd Avenue. Theeare the only farmfieldsvisiblein this part of
Amhergt, which tendsto be suburban in character. Residentid dde streets across Northampton Road and eest of
the district, as well as commercid deveopment to the west, predominate and dilute the agricultural sengibility.

The views generated by the open goece are critical dementsof the historical gopearance of the Westsde
Historic District.

The character of the architectura resourcesin Wedsde isthat of modest resdentia building intended for farm
workers, laborers and small busnessmen. Evidence of the farming agpect of the district's history remains in the
fields that continue to surround the homes. The Victorian Eclectic style houses that sharedements of plan,
detail, form and roofline lend a great ded of coheson to Wessde. The similarities among these 16 buildings

generate a sen=e of identity that compliments its enduring historical association with the Afiican American
community.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric dtesare recorded in the Westdde Higtoric District, itispossble that Stesare present.
Three prehistoric dtes are recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characterigtics of the
property indicate some locationd criteria(dope, soil dranage, distanceto wetlands) that are favorable
indicators for severd typesof prehistoric dtes. Soilsin the areaare generdly excessvely drained, formed in
glacid outwash deposits such as outwash plains, kanesand terraces. Thesedgpostsae found inaleve to
moderately doping terrain that inclinesto the eest. The didtrictis, however, located over 1000 feet from the
neeres wetlands, an important variable that adversdy effects the prehistoric dte potential for thisarea An
intermittent tributary sreeam of the Mill River islocated gpproximately 1500 feet west and northwest of the
digtrict. The Fort River islocated approximately one-haf mile southwest of the district. Given the above
information, the Sze of the district (gpproximatey 40 acres), agricultural land in the district and regiona
pattems of Native American settlement, a moderate potentia exists for the recovery of prehistoric resources in
the district.

(continued)
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Thereis amoderateto high potentia for the recovery of historic archaeologicad resourcesin the district. The
earlies extant gmcture inthe district isthe Hawkins House a 33 Baker Stredt, built in 1869. Prior to that date,
the district land was used for agriculture and was reportedly not assodated with the Black community. Major
roadwaysin the district such as Northampton Road were not built until 1832. The Gray and Adams map of
1833 depicts Northampton Road as built, however, no dmctures are depicted onit. Little settlement or landuse
isidentified dong Northampton Road until the mid 19*' centviry when some farmingis reported and subdivision
for resdentia devdopment begins. The 1856 Walling mgp indicates somefarms dong the road. The
information presented aoove indicates agricultura related Stes as the mgor potential archaeologicd resources
in the district, possibly from the 1S” century through the mid 19" century. These resources might include sone
walls, post molds from fence lines, agricultural and trangportation related equipment and possibly ssmcturd
evidence from outbuildings. Stmctura evidence might also exist from early Afiican American farmsteeds or
resdences, possibly dating from the 18" century. Afiican Americans haveresded in Amherst ancethe 13
century both as davesand asfree persons The Westside District hes d 0 dways been significant as amgor
aeaof settlement for African Americans in Amhers. This information in addition to the fact that when Afiican
Americans were resdent in an areathey were not dways depicted on county atlases suggedts the potentid is
present for Afiican American rdated farmsteads and resdences prior to the 1869 date given for the earliest
extant housein the district. The potentia for Afiican American rdated Stesmay increeseinthe early 19
century as African Americans began living separately from whitefamilies. The 1820 censuslists 23 of 26
African Americans living inhouseholds seperate from whites. During the 18* centtiry Afiican Americans
reportedly were more likely to live with white families. Stmctural remains may exist from resdencesand
outbuildings (bams, sheds) assodated with early, imdocumented Afiican American settlement of the district es
well as later 19" and 27 century homes that are a0 unknown. Stmctural remainsof outbuildings assodated
with extant stmctures and buildingsthat no longer survive may be one of the more conmion resourcetypes in
the district. Archaeologica evidence of occupationd rdated features (frash pitsaress, privies, wells) may dso
survive in the district assodaed with demolished and extant mctures.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
Significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield.
Information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
Religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Hampshire. Mass.
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Agriculture

Architecture

Community Planning and Development

Ethnic Heritage: Black

Ethnic Heritage: European

Period of Significance
1869-1950

Significant Dates

N/a

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
Allen & Allen, builders

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X.State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency
Federal agency
X. Local government
_University
X_
Name of repository:

Jones Library; Amherst College Library
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Summary

The Amherst Westsde National Regiger digtrict isdligible for listing in the National Regiser of Historic FHlaces
in the aress of agriculture; architecture; community planning and deveopment; ethnic heritage: Black; and
ethnic heritage. European. The digtrict retains integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship,
feeling, and association and meats Criteria A and C on the locd level.

The Amherst Westside district encompasses aneighborhood of gpproximeately forty properties representing
sverd phasss of devdopment. While the earliest resdence dates to ca 1869, and ahandful dateto the 1870s,
the majority of propertiesin the district (Some two dozen) are resdences condiructed a the tum of the centiuy,
between 1890 and 1917. A later phaseof devdopment occurred in the late 1920s and 1930s, with the
congruction—yprobably on speculatiion—of an additiona nine housesfollowing the subdivision of alargesingle
property. For the most part, these are unassuming, vemecular frame houses 1 to two gories in height, gable-
frontin form and displaying little omament. Many of these properties hold historical associaions with
members of Amherst's African American community, while other ethnic groups represented within the district
higtorically include Irish and Eastem European immigrants. While severd of the properties served as modest
farmgteads, most were the homesof |aborers, domestic workers, tradesmen and professonals. Many of the
Wegsde neighborhood's resdents were employed on the Amherst College campus or worked for Amherst
College professors; others eamed aliving in loca bugnesses. Thedistrict continues to serve as hometo a
diverse mix of ethnicities, including asignificant African American population, with well over 125 years
asociation with the neighborhood. Together, these properties demondrate a stable, multicultural dimensionin
Amherdt's heritage not seenin previoudy listed districts.

African Americansin Amherst

African Americans have been present in Amherst snce the 1centiuy. Thisismededear by churchrecords,
probate records, cenausinformation and the work of James Avery Smith, among other historians and
researchers Mr. Smith notesthat during the 18" century, Afiican Americans named Pomp and George hed
been admitted as afull members of the First Parish Church. Phillis Finnemore was admitted in 1804. It gopears
from other sourcesthat a school teecher named John Scott owned adave, as did the town's first minister, David
Parsons whose dave family consgsted in 1748 of people named Pompey, Rose and a child named Goffy. The
tavemkeeper Elishalngram ovmed adave; in 1765, sx Afiican Americans were owned by White resdents.
Josah Chauncey, in 1770, owned aveteran of the French and Indian War and Revolutionary War named Caesx
Pmitt, as well as three other African Americans. Mr. Pmitt remained in town until a least 1807.

Two Black resdents in the 1760s, Thomas and Tabitha, weref reepersons but were warned out of town,
meaning they were informed that they were not ligible for charitable support. 1790 federal census indicates
two non-Whitef reepersonsresided in the town and no daves, owing to the fact that davery was abolished in

(continued)
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the commonwedth around 1782. Other neames offreeAfiican Americans include Weithy Wheda* WIItj livtd in
thetown 1790-1851 and Phillis Firmemore, who lived herefrom a leest 1790-1840. Four Afiican Americans
gopeer in the 1800 federd cenaus, dthough there may have been as many as 7 Afiican Americansin thetown
fimctioning primarily as domestic sarvants. 1810 cenausinformation reveds 8 Black resdents living with White
families. Names of African Americans are not given in theseearly censuses

Thelist of African Americansreflected in the 1820 censusgrew dramaticaly and contains names that continue
to resound in Afiican American circlesin Amhers, including Newport, Bias and Fimemore. Also reflectedin
the 1820 censusisthat 23 of the 26 Afiican Americans lived in sgparate households rather than with White
familiesas was typical in the 18*" century. Seven Black familiescomprising 33 individuals lived independently
of White families according to censusinformation compiled in 1840. Six of the seven familieslived in the
same aeaof the town and were listed sequentidly in the schedule of individuals. Thus began the core
sttlement of Black resdents in the town, athough it isdifficult to prove where the group lived before the mid
19* century. Names of Black resdents do not gopear on mgps that note the resdences of Whites and addresses
ae not given in cenausrecords. Other endavesof Afiican Americans exiged in the town during the 19*'
century: a aboardinghouse on East Main Street, for example, known by unsympathetic White resdents as
"The Beehive" for its continuous activity; and around Railroad and Depot Streets, which was an industria
section of tovm. However, these aress did not reech the scde and dendty of Black resdents that the Westsde
district achieved.

By the 1860's, it becomesdear that a least one endlave of Afiican Americans had developed in Amherstin the
Wegsde District (Hazel Avenue, Baker, Sndl Streats) located south of State Route 9/Northampton Road.
Resdent directories from 1869 and 1873 and censusinformation from 1870 corroborate that Black families
lived off Northampton Road. Names of Afiican Americansthat gopeer in both the cenaus and the directories on
Northampton Road are Burghardt, Newport, FHimemore and Smith. Many more than thesefour familieslived in
the areaand may have been passed over by both the cansus teker and the directory compiler. Francis fra
Burghardt, a 33 year old African American, lived with JubaBurghardt, 51, and 13 year oldHarriet, a sudert,
fra worked as alaborer, as did the majority of Black resdents a the time. Dwight and Henry Newport were
young studentsliving with John and Martha Thompson. Another Newport named William worked and lived &
anearby gable. Charles Finnemore worked as alaborer and farmer and is noted as living on Northampton
Road. Hiram Smith was a 33 year old laborer who lived with Dianaand yoimg John, probably hiswife and son,
on Northampton Road. It isno coincidence that Amherst's Afiican American religious congregation would
later be located just eest of the homesof this group of resdents on Woodsde Avenue. (NR Nomination,
Goodwin AME Zion Church, [2000] built in 1910)

The Westside neighborhood has bean occupied by tradesmen, Amherst College employees, laborers and
farmers. Well docimiented Westside District familieswhose names gpopear in census records, resdent
directories and local histories include Newport, FHrmemore, Thompson, Hasbrook, Bias and Pmtt. Information
about these people has been gathered by alocal genedlogist, news reporters, areference librarian, Goodwin
AME Zion Church parishioners, and regiond and tovm planners.

(continued)
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Wedsde Resdents Before 1869

The first European occupants of the areanear the Wedtsde District were White colonistswho farmed the
adjacent land on what is now Fleesant Sfreet. Deacon Eleazer Smith, Ebenezer Petty and Reuben Cowles
resded in the areaaccording to a 1772 map of early settlers. Northampton Road was built through the area by
the county around 1832 but the resdents nearest WestSde were on Flessant Stireet near the Amherst College.
They included professors Snell, Fisk and Hitchcock, among others. The current Westsde District wasan
extenson of their back yard to the west. The areaaround Westsde was still sparsdy settled by the time of the
1856 Walling Map of Hampshire County. This remained the case imtil 1869, when Baker Strest and the homes
on it were constmcted.

1869-1900

Congimction of housesin the Westsde District begen with severd nearly identical desgns on Baker Sfreetin
1869-1874 and possibly ahouse from this period a 35 Hazel Avenue. The one and one-haf-story buildings
have atwo-bay by three-bay plan and asimilarity of form and detail, particularly in the roof form and around the
eaves making it dear that some conmion design influence was exerted during constmction. No Afiican
American house-builder has been discovered in the historical record, but it may be that the desgn smilarities
ae dueto the efforts of such aperson. Hazd Avenue occupies land owned in 1845 by Timothy and Mary
Smith. An Afiican American family named Smith islisted in the 1870 census, dthough it is not known if they
aerdated. The Smiths sold the land to an Afiican American family named Burghardt in 1863. They farmed it
during the 19" century and later subdivided it for saleto individual home ovmersin the 1830s and 1890s

Resdents of Westsde were working dass people, many of whom hedfravel edto Amherst from the South. The
first Black familiesin the district lived on Baker Strest. Theseinclude afamily named Hawkins a 33 Baker
Street (ca. 1869 MHC #329). A Black man named William Hawkins gopearsin the 1870 Census. He is
described as a 23-year-old gardener from Peimsylvania Mary Hawkinsislisted as keeping house and thereis
mention of a one-year-old child named Emily. Another daughter named Alice worked as a servant in her teen
yearsand a son named Frederick was a dry-goods sore clerk.

Another early building inWestsde isthe house a 43 Baker Street (ca. 1897 MHC #330) which wasfirst
occupied by the Hasbrook Family. Josah Hasbrook, aCivil War veteran, hiswife Jane Aime Hazzard and three
0ns Sephen, Lloyd Garrison and Carroll moved herein 1897. Mr. Hasbrook was bom to former daves in
Fishkill, New York in 1840 and moved to the Adirondacks in 1846 where awedlthy abolitionist had bought land
to found acommunity, called North Elba, for former daves. In thisremote tovm offreeAfiican Americans, Mr.
Hasbrook's family began an enduring relationship with the family of anti-davery fighter John Brown. Hagrook
atended the funeral services for Brovm after hishanging in Charles Town, Virginia and remained afriend of the
family over the next 55 years Mr. Hasorook made hisliving carrying the mail in Amherst.

(continued)
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Fifty-two Baker Street (ca. 1870) was congmcted for aresdent named Franklin according to ressarch by local
higorians. A White resdent named Maria Franklin is present in the 1870 census and employed aBlack
housakegper named Nichols (possibly 19 year old Juliabut the named is blurred on the census record). The
ssgquencein which the names Nichols and Franklin gppeer in the schedule of individuals indicates they lived
somewhere in the vicinity of Baker Stredt.

The Charles Thompson House a 55 Baker Street (M HC #332) was built aroimd 1874 for thelong-time
Amhergt College heed custodian and small farmer. Helived herewith hiswife Elizaand daughter Mary.
"Professor Charlie" was bom in Portland, Mainein 1823 and moved to Cambridge, Massachusetts & the age of
15to live with the family of William Steams, later Presdent of Amherst College. During hislifelong
association with the Steamsfamily, Mr. Thompson worked in Cambridge as afireman,sailed from New
Bedford on the whaling ship Warem worked as a coachman and followed Dr. Steams to Amherst around 1856.
Married in 1858 to alaundress named Eliza, the couple adopted a daughter named Mary and atended religious
sarvices a the college church every Sunday. By 1902, Mr. Thompson had lost hiswifeto aslowly degenerating
dissese Caring for Eliza caused him ultimately to lose his home and small farm. Hewould remain destitute but
for the efforts of the daughter of Presdent Steams, who wrote a short biography that was sent to Amherst
College dumni with arequest for donations to Mr. Thompson. Results of the fimdraiser are not known.

The origina owner or builder of the house a 58 Baker Street has not been determined, athough its gppeaerance
indicates it was built around 1870. Two houseson Snell Street ressmble those on Baker Sfreet inform, detail,
and scde and share the period of constmction. The housea 208 Sndll Street was built around 1870 for ether
the Hasbrook or Biasfamily. Another typical design from the period isfound a 223 Snell Street, owned in the
1880s and 1890s by resdents named Nash, Sullivan, and Moriarty, possibly Irish immigrants. The 1870
resdent directory lists John Moriarty as alaborer residing on Depot Street, part of a small Irish neighborhood,
and L. S Nash, afarmer living on Hitchcock. Itispossble that either one moved into this house on Sndll
Street after 1870.

The Bias-Thompson House at 15 Hazel Avenue (ca. 1893) isbuilt on land formerly ovmed by the Black
laborer and farmer Francis fra Burghardt. He and hiswife Azubah (Juba) sold the property in 1893 to the
Afiican Americans Charles H. Bias and Amelia Thompson according to deed resserch. The Roberts House a
21 Hazel Avenue wes built by an African American Amherst Collegejanitor named Perry Roberts and his wife
Ellen in 1891. Their descendants continue to occupy the house.

The Davis-Taylor House a 29 Hazel Avenue (ca. 1891) was home to two generations of aBlack family from
1891 to a least 1968. George H. Davisbuilt the housein 1891 according to previous research and occupied it
with hisfamily until around 1930. Mr. Davisislisted as alaborer in the 1870 resdent directory.

The Lord House at 35 Hazel Avenue (ca. 1890) was owned before 1918 according to deed research by
someone named Smithin partnership with amember of the Hasbrook family. The 1870 cenausindicates there

(continued)
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was a Black couple in the neighborhood named Diaime and Hiram Smith who had a son named John ana may
have ovmed the house.

The Charles Bias House & 39 Hazel Avenue (ca. 1870) isthe former resdence of Charlesand Sarah
FHnnemore from ca 1869-1916. Mr. Himemore worked as alaborer and his wife Sarah kept house according to
1870 canausinformation. Heis listed as afarmer on Northampton Road in the 1873 resdent directory. Mr.
Himemore was aCivil War veteran, serving in Company C of the Massachusetts 5 Regiment, and remained
active in the GAR after the war. He fought in three battles and was wotmded in the Battle of Olusteg, Floridain
1864. The FHnnemoreslog achild to smdlpox a the African American tenement house on North Fleasant
Strect in 1864,

The Cooley House at 43 Hazel Avenue (ca. 1890) isthe former home of Margaret Gallivan. Itisprobable that
Margaret was the widow of Timothy Gallivan, alaborer who lived in the areaa the time of the 1873 resdent
directory. Mr. Gallivan may have been an Irish immigrant, a nimiber of whom lived in the areaiin the late 19
century.

260 Northampton Road (MHC #324) was buih inthe 1870s by afamily named ether McCarthy or McCarty.
John and Louisa McCarthy owned the homeuntil the 1920s, a which time they sold the hometo Mary Bowler.
Se ovmed the hometmtil the 1950s before salling it to Maurice and Suzanne Garvey, grandparentsof the
present resdents.

1900-1949

The period 1900-1949 saw somediffiision of the Afiican American occupation of the district. European
immigrants arrived and occupied housesformerly ovmed by Black families. For example, the house a 227
Northampton Road (ca. 1900 MHC #322) was owned by a couple of Lithuanian descent named George and
Caroline Chemes The Richard Whalen House at 212 Northampton Road (ca. 1920) was occupied by a
family of Irish descent. The Connecticut Valley Sfreet Rallway encouraged congmction along its tracks on
Northampton Road which became the location of the mogt intense devdopment in the district during the period.
Ea=e of travel between Amherst and the neighboring employment center of Northampton gppeded to all
Amhers resdents and helped to sall homesdong itsright of way.

Northampton Road was built by the county in 1832 to connect Amherst with its neighboring tovm to the
southwest. The 1833 Gray and Adams magp of Amherst indicates the road had been completed but no buildings
ae depicted onit. Little settlement occurred dong it until the middle of the 19*' century when some farming
began and some subdivision for resdentid devdlopment. The 1856 Walling map indicates that Moses
Dickinson had afarm on the north Sde of the road opposite the Westsde District. L. Mileslived eedt of the »
digtrict a that time. By the time of the 1873 Bearscounty atlas. Dr. P. E. Irish and O. D. Hunt owned large
resdences on the road adjacent to the Westsde District. While Afiican Arriericans were resident in the areg,
(continued)
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they were not dways depicted on county alases. The Connecticut Valey Street Railway opened on
Northampton Road inca. 1890, facilitating travel between Amherst and Northampton. The linear development
dong this part of the road was a common response of builders to the congmction of Sfreet railwaysin the late
19th century.

The Dwight Newport House at 193 Northampton Road (ca. 1910 MHC #319) was consgmcted aroimd the
tum of the century. By 1927, the Afiican Americans Dwight "Doc" Newport and his wife Julia owned the
house where they raised a son, Edward and adaughter, Martha. Mr. Newport was bom in the townin 1859 ad
lived with another Afiican American family, John and Martha Thompson in 1870. He moved to Minnesota esa
young man to work inagrain eevator and soon retumed to Amherst to train as aprofessona boxer. During
thistime he eamed money by teaching sdlf-defense. This career did not blossom but his athleticism alowed
him to obtain aposition as trainer for Amherst College football, basgbal and boxing programs in 1839, ajob he
kept until 1931. Upon his retirement, he was awarded a purse of $700 by gppreciative alumni and lauded by
newspaparsand school groups for his long term of service, impressve memory for names of aunrni and
supportive attitude. He worked on the athletic field with numerous Ail-Americans infootball and basehal,
including some who played professionaly. Mr. Newport was amember of Hope Congregationd Church and
died in 1937. Newport family memberscontinue to live in the house

The Edward Newport House at 199 Northampton Road (ca. 1910) was buih aroimd 1910. Edward F.
Newport, son of Dwight Newport and a0 an Amherst College athletic trainer, lived in the house until hisdegth
in 1968. Like his father, Edward was recognized by the college for his long term of service from 1902-1963.
He worked besde his father from 1902 until Dwight retired in 1931. After studying pharmeceuticads a the
University of Maine and then graduating with the Amherst College dassof 1909, Edward married Horence
Dymond of Bangor, Maine and lived inthe housewith their four children. Mr. Newport was amember of Hope
Congregationd Church. The house was owned after Edward's desth by his brother Ralph.

The Jenkins House & 203 Northampton Road (ca. 1910) was built around 1910 by George and Albion Allen,
brother contractors living on South Plessant Street. They sold itin 1911 to Eugene Lyford who sold in 1921 to
Loveie and Maurice Greene, Pagtor of the primarily Afiican American Hope Congregationd Church on
Gaylord Street. The houseismog closdy assodated with Margaret and William Jenkins. "Ma" and "Pd’, as
they were known, moved from North Carolinato Springfield, Massachusetts and then to Amherst where they
bought this housein the mid 1920s Mr. Jenkinsworked for the Amherst College dumnus Calvin Coolidge
during the time when he was govemor of Massachusettsand president. Mr. Jenkins later worked as a chef for
the Northampton Hotel while occupying the houseinto the late 1960s

The Whalen House a 212 Northampton Road (ca. 1920) was occupied by an Irish 2 ily named Whaen.
Hannah and Richard Whaen, aredtor, raised afamily of five childrenwho all lived here as young adults. The
children'sjobs included reporting for the Hampshire Daily Gazette, cleaning & Amherst College, keegping
account books and asssting aloca dentist. The reporter Ann Whaen was the owner by mid-century.

(continued)
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Like its neighbors, the Pierce-Stokes House a 215 Northampton Road (ca. 1912 MHC #320) was built
around 1912 by the builders and contractors George and Albion Allen. Thefirst owner was Charles Pierce, a
janitor a the Beta Theta Pifratemityhouse a Amherst College. Hisson, Charles ., was aclerk a the post
office and was living & home a thetime. Ouidaand Felix Stokes, achauffeur, were the ovmers of this property
in 1920. Descendantsof their two children remainin resdence today.

The Budll-Peterson House a 221 Northampton Road (ca. 1912 MHC #321) was dso buih around 1912 by
the builders and contractors George and Albion Allen who lived on South Flessant Stret. The first ovmer was
Charles Buell, asecreary a the Amherst Garage Company. Anneand Oscar Peterson, a carpenter, werethe
ovmers of thisproperty in 1919. Mr. Peterson died around 1927 and Mrs. Peterson continued to live hereuntil
the late 1960s

The Robert Till House a 235 Northampton Road (ca. 1917 MHC #323) was buiU around 1917, probably by
the builders and contractors George and Albion Allen who lived on South Plessant Street. The first ovmers
were Marthaand Robert E. Till, an Afiican American chef Mrs. Till was the daughter of Dwight "Doc”
Newport who lived a 193 Northampton Road. The Tills occupied the house from its constmction until
approximatey 1968. In 1943, Dwight Newport's grandson, Ralph was listed in directories as a resdent.
Marthaand her son Frederick E. Till, ds0 achef, are listed as late 20 century owners.

Azubah Burghadt gavethe land for consmction of the Lew-Ward House a 240 Northampton Road, which
wes built in 1894. Mrs. Bughardt had lived in the Westside District ance the 1860s and was 75 years old when
her daughter, Mrs. Harriet (Hattie) Lew, and her husband, the veterinarian Dr. Wilbur Lew, built the house.

Mrs. Lew, whaose mother lived in the housefor atime, transferred the houseto Eleanor and Raph Hayden
Ward, aprofessond cellist. Mr. and Mrs. Ward lived here from around 1937 until & least 1968 as indicated by
prior researchin resdent directories. They gopear to havetaken in aboarder named Walt Washingtonin the
1930s and 40s. The Wards daughter Charlotte livesin Connecticut but continues to own the house

The Brooks House a 241 Northampton Road (ca. 1920) was occupied by Charles Brooksin 1936. Janes F.
Deamond lived here from 1937-1957; James Bettser and Arnold F. Brouillet were herein 1968. At 247
Northampton Road, Amos Avery, from Cold Spring Harbor, New Y ork, was listedin directoriesin 1942; the
cobbler Stanley Matuszko in 1937-1968. The house a 250 Northampton Road was the home of Adam
Rabinski, a Lithuanian laborer from 1937-57. It was vecant for atime after 1968. At 255 Northampton Road,
the cobbler Stanley Matuszko lived from 1943-1952 and Bemard Wesolowski from 1957-1968. 271
Northampton Road wes the home of Eugene G. Rzeczkewski in 1943, and sdlesman and music teecher Paul
Wadron from 1952-1997.

Older houses on Baker Sfreet, Snell Sfreet and Hazel Avenue continued to be occupied by members of the
Afiican American community along with some working dass Europeans  In many cases, tiie houses remaned
in the same family for generations. The Hawkinsfamily, in resdence a 33 Baker Street (MHC # 329) snce

(continued)
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ca 1870, remained in the housethrough 1949. The housea 34 Baker Street was moved herem 1"0OD irom 861
N. Fessat Stredt, the Ste of the Emanud Church. Jodah Hadorook lived a 43 Baker Street (MHC # 330)
until 1915 and the houseremained in the Hadorook family into the 1980s The ovmer of 52 Baker Street from
1930to 1957 was William Boluch, aB& M Railroad employee of Ukrainian descent. Owners of the
"Professor” Charlie Thompson House a 55 Baker Street (MHC # 332) after his departure in 1902 were the
farmers Robeart and Mary Hawthome with Annie and Andrew Phillips, aB& M Railroad worker in 1930-1943.
Ukrainian plumbers named Andrew and William Pleppo lived here from 1943-1957. Hills & Company hat
factory worker John Tasker lived a 58 Baker Street by 1930 according to resdent directories. By 1937, the
occupant was Michael M. Kabinos who remained until 1968. Mr. Kabinoswas alaborer according to resident
directories. Homeovmers on Baker Street did little during the first half of the 20* century to dter the gopeasrance
of their houses. One exception isthe occasond addition of sngle-gory dls; housesa 52 and 58 Baker Street
display thistype of dteration.

By 1924, the ovmer of 208 Snell Street was Andro Oleksiw, aUkrainian laborer who remained in resdence
until 1943. The next owner was Fred Allen, ajanitor who lived hereuntil 1997. In 1937, the house a 223 Snell
Street became the property of Gilbert Roberts, an Afiican American Amherst High School graduate who, a the
age of 102, still occupies the house. Mr. Roberts was amember of the tovm's Westem Massachusetts Leegue
championship high school hockey team in 1914. Helater became ajazz musician who played banjo and clarinet
aoross the country, in Egypt and in Spain with Paul Carlylesorchestra Heretumed to Amherst towork asa
custodian & Amherst College and played banjo two nights awesk a loca establishments into his 60s
Josephine Baker, Sydney Bechet, Louis Armstrong and Emest Hemingway were someof his notable
acquantances.

Resdents of 15 Hazel Avenuein the early 20* century, according to reseerch performed by local historians,
were Amherst College employee Harold "Pop" and Tee Ward onthe second floor. Harold's aunt Mary Bias
was on the first floor. Mr. Ward was involved in the founding of the Hope Congregationd Church on Gaylord
Strest and is said to have dravm Amherst's largest funeral gathering. Mary Biasworked in 1870 as a domestic
svant for Ebenezer Hanks. Immigrant laborer Peter Stelinokas (dso Stedmoksa) may have shared the house
with the Wards. Sulbbsequent occupants were the Ukrainian immigrant Andre (Andro) Oleksw and later Edgar,
Mae and Harold Ward by 1968. The house & 21 Hazel Avenue was built in 1891 and it remains in the family
after 108 years Origina ovmers Perry and Ellen Roberts had 8 children including Gilbert, who now (May,
1999) livesa 223 Snell Street, and Charles who sarved as acagptain in the infantry in WWI. Charles Roberts
lived hereuntil his death in 1947 a which time the property transferted to his son Gilbert and hiswife Ida
Other occupants of the houseinclude Gilbert's brothers Perry and Arthur, who lived herein the 1950s Gilbert's
relative Vivienne, the current occupant, assumed ownership in 1968.

Besse Alexander Taylor bought the house a 29 Hazel Avenue in 1930 from Bessesfather George Davis, ad
occupied it until sometime after 1968. Mason Davis may have been aboarder from 1937-43, as he is indicated
by prior research to be aresdent a that time. Alexander Taylor ovmed apaint sore called Amity Decorating

Company a the comer of Amity and North Pleasant Sfreets, which bumed in the 1920s. Mrs. Taylor was bom

(continued)
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in the house, became aregigered nurse and ultimately -worked a Kane's Nursing Home on Lessey idrest. Se
dso sarved as secretary to the Hope Congregationd Church on Gaylord Street. Mrs. Taylor lived to the ege of
104 and, as oldest resdent, was arecipient of Amherst's gold-heeded caneaward in 1983. Thirty-five Hazel
Avenue was the home of the African American Lord family from 1918 until 1943. Josgph Lord worked as a
mason in the early 20* century while his wife Annie was a laundress employed by Amherst College. Mrs. Lord
lived heredone from 1937 until after 1943, when the housewas transferred to Edward Coles. Charles and
Sarah FHimemore sold the house a 39 Hazel Avenue to Frederick Newport in 1916, who lived hereuntil 1938
when he sold it to the Emest H. and MableBias. Mr. Biasworked for T.L. PageLivery on Amity Strest asa
tmckman and his son Charles was achef a the Amherst House Hotel. Forty-three Hazel Avenue was
occupied in 1912 by George Cooley, whose descendants continue to occupy the house.

Conclusion

The Wedsde district fiilfils National Regiger criterion A by constituting an areacontributing to our
underganding of the growth and devdopment of aworking-class neighborhood from the second half of the 19
century through the 20* century. Within this diverse neighborhood, many resdents historically held
employment in local tradesand busnesses as well as a Amherst College and in the homesof college
professors.

During this period, Westsde holds Amherst's most dear and lasting associaionswith many of the tovm's
leeding Black citizens. The period of significance for the Westsde district goans the period during which Black
resdents progressed from being former davesto being leading citizens of society as awhole. Many moved to
Amhergt from the South in order to escgpedavery and unfair trestment after Emancipation. It was their hope
that in the North, they could encounter lessoppositionto socid advancement and become a part of a community
a large. Thisthey found while living in the Westsde neighborhood. During this same period, Eagtem
European and Irish immigrants dso settled in the Westsde neighborhood, and quickly became active
contributors to the conmiunity's economy and society as well.

The Wedsde digtrict is dso significant under Criterion C becauseits architectura resources embody
characteridtics of 19* and early 20* century constmction methods and design dements shared by more than two
dozen of itsbuildings. The modest Victorian Eclectic houses on Snell and Baker Streets, which share a
commonfloorplanand roof shape, regpresent alocally common house type. These properties define a
neighborhood that has been occupied by a diverse conmiunity for over 130 years The Colonial Reviva-style
houses on Northampton Road are amiddle-class expresson of suburban architecture, ssen in houses that served
as home to many of the district's diverse resdents both Black and Caucasan.

In recent years, awalking tour of Afiican American Historical Stesin Amhers MA (put together by tovm
resdentswith the asssance of the Amherst History Museum and the Amherst Chamber of Commerce), hes
haeghtened awvarenessof the neighborhood and this important part of Amherst's history.

(continued)
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Archaeologica Signiflcance

Since pattems of prehigtoric occupation in Amherst are poorly understood, any surviving stescould be
significant. Prehistoric gtesin this areamay contain information that hel ps reseerchers better undersand how
Native Americans adgpted to life in ariverineenvironment, especidly ininterior tributary regions of mgor
draineges. Information might aso be present a& stesto help undersand the dynamics of Nativefrade,especidly
the movement of goods dong the eest/west routes of tributaries of the Connecticut River, an important
north/south trangportation corridor. Important evidence relating to the andyds of lithic technologies, ceramics
and development of horticulture may dso be present.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to provide detailed information on the
socid, cultural and economic characterigtics respongble for the growth of an ethnic working dass neighborhood
in Amhergt from the 19* through 20* centuries. Archaeological evidence of settlement in the district dating to
the 18* century may be present, however, these pattems have yet to be demondrated. Most of the Wessde
Digtrict's significance results from its settlement as home, and in the case of farming residents, workplace to
localy significant Afiican Americanresdents. Other ethnic groups dso played an important role in the
district's history, especidly a later dates However, the historica significance of the districtis largely due toits
occupation by Afiican Americans. Any evidence of agricultura activitiesthat predated actud settlement of the
district could be significant by providing examples of agricultural growth and development in Amherst's early
stlement. Archaeologica evidence might be the only source of information for these activities. Evidence may
dso exig indicating Afiican Americans played an important role in these early agricultural activitiesether as
davesor asfree parson farmers. Potentiad stmctura evidence of 18* and 19* century settlement of thedistrict
by African Americans could dso highly significant in the district's nomination. Nineteenth and Twentieth
century historical records document the importance of the Westsde District as alocus of settlement for Afiican
Americans for over 100 years. Archaeologica evidence of earlier settlement might exist that was not
documented inhistorical recordsof the time. Stmctural evidence from earlier African American Stescombined
with the detalled andys's of occupationd rdated features can ds0 be usad to test the validity of commonly held
theories of resdence pattemsin the early African American Community. Early Black resdencewith whites
may be basad on knovm stes and documented families or reddences. Archaeologica dtesmay exist from 18
and early 19* centuries that expand our knowledge of African American settlement history introduce new
information to commonly held beliefs. Stmctura evidence from residences, outbuildings and the detailed
andyss of occupationd related features may adso contain information indicating cultural changein the Black
community as resdents progressed from former davesto free citizens and the leading members of society as a
whole. Thisinformation may indicate evidence of cultural traits common to the Black community in the
American South or from West Afiica. Culturd traits could include mortuary customs, diet, agricultural
techniques and family smcture. Thistype of ethnicity could aso be common to other ethnic groups in the
district and tovm.

(end)



MPSfWR  I»«»-e Oua *AAN,.1024-00,8

United States Department of the Interior
Nati'onal Park Ser>nce

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Amhers Wessde Historic District
q , Amherd (Hampshire Co.), Mass
Section number Page -

BIBLIOGRAPHY

African American Historical Stés Amhers, Masssdnsdts Amherst, Massachusetts Revised by MéindalLe
Lacheur, Amherst Historical Museum.

Amhas Map. New York: Sanbom Map Company, 1899, 1910, 1902, 1916,1930.
Amhers. Map. Troy, New York: LucienR. Burleigh lithography, 1886.

Amhas Map. New York: F. W. Bears 1873.

Amheas. Map. Boston: Gray and Adams, 1833.

Amherg Town Reports, 1843-1878.

Carpenter and Morehouse, Compilers and Publishers. History nf the Town of Amhers, Massachustts
Amherst: 189%.

Daughters of the American Revolution, Mary Matoon Chapter, The Chronology of Eventsinthe Deve opment
of the Town of Amhrest Massachusetts 1727-1974. 1975

Hampshire County. Map. Boston: Walling, H.F., 1856.

T o Amhers. Amherst: Amherst Historical Commission, 1980.

McCloud and Williams. Amherst Record Almanac of 1878. Amherst: 1878.

Monnt Holyoke Map. United States Geological Survey, 1941, 1948.

Maunt Tohy Map. United States Geological Survey, 1941

Pionear Valey Planning Commission. Amherst Historical Commisson survey of historic resources, 1988.

Rand, Frank Prentice. The Village of Amhers, A Landmark of Light. Amherst: Amherst Historical Society,
1958.

Resdent Directories, Amherst. 1869- 1951. N

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

Nationa Regge o Higoric Places
Continuation Shest
Amhas Weddde Historic District

9 2 Amherg (Hampshire Co.), Mass
Sedtion numbe Paoe
Smith, James Avery. History of the African Ameriran Population of Amherst. Massachusetts. 1729-1870.
Bogton: New England Higtoricd and Genedlogicd Sodety, 19909.

United Sates Bureau oftiieCaxaus Fedad Cawas of the United Saes  1790,1800,1840,1870.

(end)



Westside HD Hampshire.MA
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property c. 40 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 703090 4693380 3. 18 703610 4693370
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing
2. 18 703500 4693570 4. 18 703460 4693210
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Descrit>e the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared Bv

name/title  Sanford Johnson, preservation consultant: with Betsy Friedberg, MHC. NR Director
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The Westsde Historic District isthe resdentiad and agricultural neighborhood historically associated with
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been the dominant factor in their devdlopment. The dendty and locations of intact resourcesfiirther define the

boimdaries of the district.
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8x10" Taken by Sanford Johnson (June 1999)

Negatives a Amherst Planning Department

O WNpE

4X 6"

Baker Street (facing S

43 Hazd Avenue (facing E)
Northampton Road (facing N)
Northampton Road (facing E)
Northampton Road (facing E)
240 Northampton Road (facing S)

Taken by Sanford Johnson (various dates)

Negatives a Amhergt Planning Department
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Baker Street (facing N) (June 1999)

34 Beker Streat (facing E) (December 1998)

52 Baker Street (facing E) (December 1998)

58 Baker Street (facing E) (December 1998)

Hazd Avenue (facing N) (June 1999)

43 Hazd Avenue (facingW) (June 1999)

43 Hazd Avenueg, field and outbuildings (facing N) (June 1999)
203 Northampton Road (facing N) (June 1999)

221 Northampton Road (facing N) (June 1999)

227 Northampton Road (facing N) (June 1999)

260 Northampton Road (facing S) (December 1998)
208 Sndl Street (facing W) (December 1998)

208 Sndll Street, reer (facingW) (December 1998)
223 Sndl Stret (facing SE) (December 1998)

236 Sndl Street (facing E) (December 1998)
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Amhers Wessdde Higtoric District
Amhers (Hampshire Co.), Mass.
Digrict Data Shest

Assesor's # Address Property Name Date Style Status
13D 25 33 Baker Sret Hawkins House €.1869 No Style CB
13D46 34 Baker Stret Lamed House C1900 Caoe cB
13D 24 43 Baker Stret Hasbrook House C1897 Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D38 52 Baker Sret C18/0 Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D 23 55 Baker Sret Bam#l C18/0 No Style CB
13D23 55 Baker Street Charles Thompson House  ¢.1870 Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D 23 55 Baker Sret Bam #2 c.1870 No Style CB
13D39 58 Baker Sret Sed €.1900 No Style C/B
13D39 58 Baker Sret c.1870 Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D32 15 Hazd Avenue Ward House #2 c.1893 Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D 3 21 Hazd Avenue Perry Roberts House C1891 Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D33 21 Hazd Avenue Gaage C1930 Colonial Rev. C/B
14C 10 29 Hazel Avenue Gaage C1930 No Style CB
14C 10 29 Hazd Avenue Davig/Taylor House c.1891 Vict.Eclectic C/B
14C 11 35 Hazd Avenue Lord House C1910 No Style Cc/B
14C 12 39 Hazd Avenue Charles Bias House c.1870 No Style C/B
14C 43 43 Hazd Avenue Cooley House ¢.1910 No Style CB
14C 43 43 Hazd Avenue Bam €.1900 No Style CB
14C 43 43 Hazd Avenue Outbuilding €.1900 No Style CB
14C 13 Northampton Road Farm field c.1870 N/A C/S
14C6 193 Northampton Road Dwight Newport House ¢.1910 Vict.Eclectic C/B
14C5 199 Northampton Road Edward Newport House c.1910 Vict.Eclectic C/B
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Amhers Westdde Historic Didrict
Amhers (Hampshire Co.), Mass.
Digrict Data Shest

Assesor's # Address Property Name Date Style Status
14C4 203 Northampton Road William Jenkins House ¢.1910 Vict.Eclectic C/B
14C4 203 Northampton Road Sad ¢.1900 No Style C/B
14C 13 212 Northampton Road Richard Whaden House Cl1920 Craftsman Cc/B
14C 13 212 Northampton Road Gaage Cl1950 No Style NC/B
14C3 215 Northampton Road Clo12 Vict.Eclectic C/B
14C3 215 Northampton Road Gaage c.1930 No Style C/B
14C2 221 Northampton Road c.1912 No Style C/B
14C2 221 Northampton Road Gaage c.1930 No Style Cc/B
14C1 227 Northampton Road Gaage c.1930 No Style Cc/B
14C1 227 Northampton Road House ¢.1900 Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D 16 235 Northampton Road Robert E. Till House Cl1917 Colonial Rev. C/B
13D31 240 Northampton Road Raph H. Ward House Cl18A Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D 15 241 Northampton Road CharlesA. BrooksHouse  ¢.1920 Colonial Rev. C/B
13D 14 247 Northampton Road Amos Avery House Cl1920 EnglishRev. C/B
13D 30 250 Northampton Road Adam Rabinski House ¢.1920 Cape Cod C/B
13D 13 255 Northampton Road Sanley E. Matuszko House  ¢.1920 Bungaow C/B
13D 29 260 Northampton Roed c.1870 [talianate C/B
13D 12 263 Northampton Road Anthony M. Rowell House CJ195 English Rev. NC/B
13D 11 271 Northampton Road ¢.1900 Vict.Eclectic C/B
13D 28 290 Northampton Road c.1950 English Rev. NC/B
13D 27 306 Northampton Road C.18%0 No Style C/B
13D 26 324 Northampton Road ¢.1900 No Style C/B



ASSES0r's#

13D 36
13D 36
130 36
13D35
130 36
130 44

Address

208 Sndl Sret
208 Sndl Sret
208 Sndl Strest
223 Sndl Srest
236 Sndl Srest
239 Sndl Srrest

Buildings

Sites
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Amhers Weddde Historic Didtrict
Amhers (Hampshire Co.), Mass.

Digrict Data Shest

Property Name Date
House ¢.1890
Bam ¢.1900
Outbuilding €.1900
¢.1890
House c. 1990s
c.1950
TOTALS
N/C
44 5
1
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Syle Status

Vict.Eclecfic C/B
No Style C/B
No Style C/B
Vict.Eclectic C/B
NC/B
Caoe Cad NC/B
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February 10, 20C

Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director R EC E | V E D

Sae Historic Presarvation Officer

Massechusatts Historical Commission FEB 1 8 ZCCG
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morri Boul d

Boston, MA 02125 | MASS. HIST. COMM.

Dear State Historic Preservation Officer McDonough:

1 am writing to express my oppostion to the proposed Westsde historica district as presented a
the February 8, 2000 Massachusatts Historica Commisson meeting in Amherst, MA. 1 am
opposad to this proposa for reesonswhich include: the degree of incomplete and inaccurate
representation of historical significance; the eimination and negation of the importance of my
persond heritage and the heritage of other ethnic groups in thisarea; and the lack of advanced
notification concerning public mestings.

My compulsion to write this letter isto ensurethe proposd is corrected to accurately reflect the
historical significanceof the areaby returning the focus to the individual homesreferenced in the
original letter of intent. Highlights of my opposition include:

Inaccur ate representation of historical sgnificance

* Theorigina letter of intent identified 12 individua homes congsting of atotal of 527 acres.

*  Thecurrent proposad area has been expanded to include 34 homesand 40 acres.

* Theincreeseto the current proposed district from the original letter of intent was unknown to
modg, if not all, of the resdents in the current proposad district.

Incomplete account of historical ethnic and hereditary significance

* Theorigina letter of intent requested the regigtration of 12 individual homesfor their
historical significancerdated to African American families.

*  Thecurrent proposal wes developed under the guidelines of the original letter of intent,
identifying the historical significanceof African American familiesonly.

*  Ethnic groups of Eastem European and other descent were briefly mentioned but were not
acknowledged for their significance or contribution in the district.

* My heredity and family connection, as well as other families, rdated to the length of
associdion to properties other than African American, were not identified or recognized es
sgnificant in the propossd area

Limited public meting natification

*  Seved resdents in the current expanded district did not receive notification relating to the
proposed district or the public meeting held on Decamber 7, 1998.

* Reddents who did receive notification for the December 7* mesting live in or border
properties of the original 12 individua homes

* Mod of the resdents did not learn of the increesad study areauntil the February 8, 2000
public meeting. Asaresult very little time isavailable to submit opposition to the proposa.
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I naccur ate representation of historical sgnificance

On September 15,1996, Dorothy and Dudley Bridges, S. submitted aletter of intent to the
National Historical Commisson (c/o the Amherst Historicll Commission), Attention Donald
Frizzle, to reques the regidtration of 15 homesas historical Stes. Twelve of these homes are
located in the boundaries of the now proposed Westside Historical District. The desire of the
original letter of intent requested 'that individual homesbe regisered as historical Stes, as they
ae higtorically homes of African American families'.

At some point during the development processthe decison was madeto increase the number of
homes and acreege inthe proposed historic district beyond the 12 individual homes referenced in
the original letter of intent. Thisdecison hes resulted inalarge degree of incomplete and
inaccurate information and the inclusion of non-contributing structures into the proposd - leading
one to condude there is an atempt tojustify historica significanceto suit the neadsof the

expanded area

The cumulative land area associated with the 12 homesidentified in the original letter of intent
equals 5.27 acres. The proposed Westsde district consggts of 34 homesand land area of
approximately 40 acres This proposdl, as written, overdatesthe significance of the original
request by 659% in land areg, and 183% for homes

While attempting to unite the proposed ares, the use of broad descriptors to identify the one
connecting threed eech structure possesses (i.e. date of construction) undermines the importance
and dedre of the original request - to identify and record individua residentid dwellings owned
or occupied by African Americans and the histories of these homes

Incomplete account of historical ethnic and hereditary significance

1 am proud of my heritage and dedicated to ensurethat it isreflected accurately. Not only does
this proposal present inaccurate information concerning my family's reddence & 260
Northampton Roed, there was no ressonable attempt to present any of our history & all. Six
homes on Northampton Road were mentioned in one paragraph, not one receiving even moderate
historical consderation. However, keeping condstent with the original reques, all properties
identified as African American owned or occupied were researched in depth and described in
detail concerning the individua or families residing there.

1 am the fifth generation of my family to own or occupy the property known as 260 Northampton
Road, this occupancy remains unbroken for over 120 years. My housewas congructed in the
early 1870sby afamily named McCarthey or McCarty. A couple named John and Louisa
McCarty owned the property until the 1920's, a which timethey sold the property to Mary
Bowler. Ms. Bowler s0ld the property to my Grandparents, Maurice and S.zanne Garvey inthe
ealy 1950's. The Garvey's owned and occupied the property until late 1997, a which timethe
property was bought by Michagl and Kimberley Como. Very few familiesin this areacan date
that their homes have bean owned by family membersfor over 120 yearsor havethe family
lineege connecting them to their home as my family representsto our house.

Incluson of 260 Northampton Road inthis proposa does not represent the historical significance

and heritage of the family connected to this resdence. The connection to this proposed district is
besad solely on the date of congtruction of the house
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Limited public meeting natification

Members of the Amhergt Historical Commission indicate they took gppropriate actions
concerning advanced notification for the first public meeting for the proposed Westsde historic
district held on December 7, 1998. While 1 can not digpute their claim, 1 did not receive the
mailing announcing this public meeting. The sameholds true for severd of my neighbors.

The only residents who have confirmed receiving notification for the December 7, 1998 public
mesting are property owners associated with the 12 housesrequested inthe origina letter of
intent. At some point between receipt of the original letter of intent in September, 1996, and the
February 8, 2000 public meeting, the Sze of the sudy areawas increased. This increese was
unknown to mog, if not all, of the resdents inthe current proposed district.

1 believe the Amherst Historica Commission could benefit by reviewing their notification
processand incorporating the use of registered mail, return receipt, when notifying resdents of
critical issues that will dter the look or amosphere of their neighborhood.

Concluson

If the information contained inthis proposa isnot complete and historically accurate, and many
dructures and ethnic dasses are not represented as historically significant, how isthis district
representing history?

The areadescribed inthe current proposal only sarves to overdate the historical significance of
the individual housssidentified inthe original letter of intent, and lessens the significance of
those homes and assodiated heritage. Any modifications to include other ethnic histories or
architectura gtructuresto this proposd will only serveto reduce the importance originally
requested by Mr. and Mrs. Bridges concerning the history and significance of the African
American familiesin the area

Allowing this proposd to remain dedicated to the individual houseslisted in the original letter of
intent; three houses on Baker Stredt, five houses on Hazd Avenue, three houses on Northampton
Road, and one house on Sndl Street, unquestionably  supportsthe reseerch and recognition of the
origina intention.

Sincerdly

Michad A. Como, Resdent and owner
260 Northampton Roed
Amherst, MA 01002

cC: Donad Frizzle, Chairman, Amherst Historical Commission
Sanford Johnson, Preservation Consultant
Philip Bergen, Massachusits Historical Commission
Linda Faye, Amherst Historical Commission
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges, Amherst Resdents
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Paul W.Waldron RECE'VED

271 Northampton Road
Amherst, MA 01002 MAR O 6 2000

MASS HST. COW

March 3, 2000

Judith B. McDonough -
Executive Director

SaeHigoric Presarvation Office

Massachusetts Historical Commisson

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. McDonough:

As senior member of the Wadron Family Trust, which owns the property a 271 Northampton
Road, | declare that we respectfully object to the property's inclusion in the proposed Westside
Historic District in Amherst.

The reesons are asfollows:

1. The property ison the westem edge of the proposed district and is not relevant to the
main thrust of the proposal.

2. Thiswestemfringehes dready been compromised by the presence of a nursing
home, ahospital satellite building, and alarge assged-carefacility (The Arbors)—all
of which aout it.

3. Thedraft copy of this proposal contains & least three significant errors in the history
of the properties a 260, 263, and 271 Northampton Road.

We and our neighbors, Michag Como (260) and Nancy Kowal Russl (263) join in requesting
excluson from the proposed district.

Sincerdly yours,
2 NN

Paul W. Wadron



RECEIVED
MR 08 200

March 3, 2000 % ri_ilgl_

Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. McDonough:

As the property owner of 263 Northampton Road, Amherst, | am strongly
opposed to the current proposal of the Westside Historic District as
written.

Here are just a few of my oppositions:

1. The inaccuracies related to the historical significance of all homes
especially family heritages for all peoples involved. My heritage is
very important to me but the Amherst Historical Society has
completely negated that importance. Apparently some of us do not
have equal rights.

2. Many of us did not receive notification of this proposed intent or the
expanded version that includes homes such as mine. Notification
after the fact seemsto compromise what the Amherst Historical
Society represents. | received one notice regarding the meeting of
February 8, 2000 dated January 21, 2000. This is unacceptable.

3. The research was originally intended for the 12 individual homes
related expressly to African American families - leave it as it was
originally intended!

As the proposal is presently written, I decline the inclusion into the
Westside Historical District and the National Register. | am

Sincerely yours.

Nancy KrKussell
366 River Drive
Hadley, MA 01035

cc: Linda Faye, Amherst Historical Commission

March 3, 2000 Hampshire, ss
Then personal |y appeared t he above-named, Nancy K Russell, and acknow edged
this tobe her free act and deed before ne. I'n A

Janet B Snhead, Notary
M/ conmmi ssion expires Septenber 4, 2003



Paul Wadron RECEIVED
271 Narthampton Roed
Amha g, MA Q102 APR ™ 2 2000

MASS HST. COW

April 10, 2000

Judith B. McDonough

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. McDonough:

Thank you for the regponseto my earlier letter. A month after the March 8th Commission
meeting and subssquent neighborhood talks, | would like to summarize my objection to severd
agoects of the proposed Westsde Historic District in Amherst.

1. Off the mark: The original concept, whichwe all supported, has been diluted and obscured
by the enlargement made by representatives of the State Commisson.

2. Lack of due process. This enlargement occurred because the sate representatives were out
of touch with the Amherst people concemed, and then did not kegp them informed.

3. Cadessressarch: The supposed research contains multiple errors such as
a Mr. Anthony Kowal of 263 Northampton Road became Anthony M. Rowell.
b) Mr. Maurice Garvey of 260 Northampton Road was not amailman. It was another
Gavey.
c) Mr. Enio Feliciotti never owned the house a 271 Northampton Road.

4. Too large: The historical interest of the expanded arealis negligible—limited both by lack of
distinctive architecture and the proximity of commercid buildings.

| an sending similar letters to others & the local, date, and federd levels. 1t would certainly be
unfortunate to see the proposal accepted inits present form.

Sincerdy,

Paul W. Waldron

Copies Sen. John Olver
Sen. Stanley Rosenberg
Dudley Bridges

Betsey Friedberg



Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director April 18, 2000
M assachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard RECEI VED
Boston, MA 02125
AR 1 9 4D

Dear Ms. Friedberg: Nm HIST (D/'\/l

On behalf of many residents currently residing in the recently nominated Westside Historic
Didtrict in Amherst, Massachusetts, 1 am submitting this letter and the attached notarized requests
to petition the Massachusetts Historic Commission (MHC) to return the focus of the proposed
Wedsde Historic Didtrict beck to the 12 individua homesidentified inthe original letter of
intent, received by the Amhergt Historic Commission in Sgptember, 1996.

1 received aletter from the MHC dated March 10, 2000, sgned by Judith McDonough, indicating
that the proposa would remain open for 45 daysto "accept amplificationsoninformation
presented in the nomination™. After receiving this letter, severd neighbors and 1 began contacting
homeowners inour neighborhood to discussthe proposa and determine their knowledge of the
proposed district. To our shock we leamed the following:

* Initia notification concerning this nomination, dated May 15, 1997, and afollow-up
mailing dated November 18, 1998, gopear to have bean limited to resdents of the original
12 homes.

* Notification to all residents concerning the proposa, including the expanded district, was
not distributed until January 21, 2000.

* Lessthan haf of the resdents in the neighborhood knew the proposal existed.

»  Those who knew the proposa existed knew only of the intent to recognize the homes
owned or occupied by African American families.

* Not one resident knew the proposd hed expanded from these original 12 homes to the
current number of 34 homes

* Notadl resdentsrecaeived the March 10, 2000 letter mentioned above.

The actions taken by the Historical Commission place a question of doubt in the minds of severd
resdents of the true representation of historical significance for thisarea Many resdents have
expressed their concem of two proposals contained in one nomination. All resdentsthat we have
gpoken with support the origina request and fedl the direction of this recognition should be
honored. Inaddition, wefedl the inclusion of the additional 22 homes dilutes the historical
sgnificance of the African American heritege.

In the opinion of severd resdents, the march 10, 2000 letter sant out by the MHC  attempting to
improve the accurecy of the proposa by sating that homeowners may submit information on the
history of their family or home is unacoepteble.  After contacting the MHC, | am unaware of any
information being submitted by homeowners, as of thiswriting. A large percentage of the homes
are occupied by individuas or familieswho have little or no historical connection with the
neighborhood, and very few homes have family connections lasting more than a decade.
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The atached notarized letters from resdents of 15 of the 22 homes not listed on the origind letter
of intent, plus anotarized letter from one of the original 12 homes, express our support for the
recognition of the original request, and indicate our dedre to be removed from the proposd. In
addition, severd other resdents have expressed their support for this direction but have not yet
returned their notarized letter.

In summary, we have followed this proposal snce being notified in late January, 2000. Most of
the residents in our community support recognition for the original request as requested in the
letter of intent recaived by the Town of Amherst in September, 1996. The lack of notification
and inaccurate information assodated with the additional 22 homes has raised concern among
meny of the homeowners Our request isthat the propossd Wedside Historic District nomination
be returned back to the focusof the original request as dated in the original letter of intent
requesting that "12 individua homesbe registered as historical dtes, asthey ae historically
homes of African Americans'.

Respectful Iy"S}J_bmi tted,
"]

S-gr® hy? AN YW
Endosures J ,

cC: William F. Galvin

Carol Ndson MAT 132006 A - C

Louis Tucker
Marcus A. McCorison
Michad Maresco
Robert Ebersole
Kelly Sinclair
Elizabeth Stone
Lowdl A. Waren, J.
Patrice Kish

James Hudson Crissman
Ros=-Marie Glen
Barbara Luedtke
Charles Sullivan
David Smmons
Franci Gould



Wethe undersgned, petition the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Higtorical
Commission to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin our
neighborhood, as dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges
in Sgptember, 1996, 'that 12 individua homesbe regidered as higtoricd dtes, asthey ae
historically homes of African American families. Our goped isto return the focus of the
Wedside proposd to the recognition requested in the origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American families and their vaue to thetown
of Amherst.

Name Address Date

itn . -3JAS-
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| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commisson
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the origina letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1906, 'that 12 individual homesbe registered as historica dtes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposa to the
recognition requested in the origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American familiesand their value to the town
of Amhers.

Submitted by: JSA Date: y \ M M <&iJ
Address: If oMy ~f' QYI»r fulL”™ \x AN, Jifljr-~n
AS SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME ON /"M(Z'ZcA. plOOO

SAITCRA J. BURGESY fl

JUSTICE OF THE FEACE i

MW COMMSS ON BEXPI RES JANLARY 6, 2006



1 am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesinmy neighborhood, &
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, ‘that 12 individual homes be registered as historical Stes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposd to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: _ Date: MY /[ N

Address: N AAANSH CLALgMA2M vwaA n 1/00



1 am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusatts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the origina letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, 'that 12 individual homes be registered as historical Stes, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focusof the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American families and their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: Date:

Address 2

COMMONEALTH OF MASSACHEETTS

HAWSH RE SS MNROH 27, 2000

Then personal |y appeared t he above-naned CATHER NE M PETERSON and acknow edged
the foregoing instrument t obe her free act and deed, before ne.

M Conmi ssion Expires: Septenber 8, 2006

KIMBERLY R SAREENT
Notary Public



| am petitioning the Amherg Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commisson
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the origina letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Segptember,
1906, 'that 12 individual homesbe registered as historica dites, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested in the origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submittedby: f/ myiy"' ™ (  I<VQMN<Jl Date: 3 n

Address

N N NN



1am petitioning the Amhergt Historica Commission and Massachusetts Historica Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe registered as historical Stes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped is to retum the focus of the Westside proposdl to the
recognition requested in the origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their vaueto the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: OE?C-5wwwut J AT~ fen Datee shjajDOO

Address: 3oL  )(u/l\ yy,  AYM M A t\DAN]ed s

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE, ss.

THEN PERSONALLAPPEARED THE ABOVE NAMED

BEFORE ME ANL SO THE FORSGC!
IKSTntyEWT . Uteferi J ACT Af-'D LE2D.

BRIAN OLEARY
Notary Public, Massachusetts
Mv Commission Expires May 6, 2005



1 am petitioning the Amherg Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe regigered as historical Sites, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American families and their vaue to thetown
of Amherst.

Submitted by:  // oy>iy<r-YLAN'<Ky?

Address. ~ ~ [~ A NN N - A

Marvin J. Spence

Notary Public

S.S. Hampshire
338 College Street lry 1t 1A ™
Ambherst. Mass. 01002 N @)

[fycMunciM expiresluMfy 24, \WL
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1 am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, &
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1906, 'that 12 individual homesbe registered as historica dtes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposa to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor ~ African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted b NNNNNNN Dag A -A7A2ANAAAN

Adcress SVV. f1fJ~J- AMA 0/20nt

RwiTjrisn



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commisson
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, &
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Segptember,
1996, 'that 12 individual homes be regigered as historical dtes, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their vaue to thetown
of Amherst.

Submitted by: \  \ AjyxA2r-AA-A tjiLA_W U Dae  3/30/00

Address 263 Northampton Road. Amherst. MA

March 30, 2000 Hampshire, ss

Then personally appeared, the above-named, Nancy K. Russell, and
acknowledged this to be her free act and deed before me

Janet B. Smead, Notary
My commission expires September 4, 2003



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachusatts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, ‘that 12 individual homes be registered as historical Stes, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 hormes honor the African American families and their value to thetown
of Amherst.

Submitted by: Dae: 1

Address,

LINDA A. FONTAINE
Notary Public
My Commission Expires March 31, 2000






1 am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commisson
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, ‘that 12 individual homesbe registered as historical Sites, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposa to the
recognition requested in the origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amhers.

Submitted by: MYUN-MNN-UMY AN Date: J“'nj Zofi 6

Address

JNceBBusi (»apiretJuMrr24,2f~ Y



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachustts Historical Commisson
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the origind letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, ‘that 12 individual homesbe registered as historical Stes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: (A A gAX CJIM A4 JiyU~A Date nanan
SANDRA P. SMITH
Noary Pubc

Address: "7J""mm’\""\’\£.{ OL "~»AN™J - /] A A NOO

e-ommonweaith of Mas*
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1 am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1906, 'that 12 individual homesbe regidered as historical dtes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposd to the
recognition requested inthe origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: t[ TA.tPf Date:

Address

Sworn before ne April 6, 2000
Valerie J. Faith
NOTARY PUBLIC
My commision expiresfeb.9.W

Valerie J. Fatm,
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| am petitioning the Amherst Historicad Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe registered as historical Stes, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My gpped is to retum the focusof the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested inthe origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 home™onor the African American families and their vaueto the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: t Adce/\ Datee B/ M/ H A
ATIT:

S.SAHABDEEN.

Address: AT OEA ~0 "~ T H P nf A Cf noA co~cCc™"

Commonwealth Naisachusetts

Hampshire, S.S. Date

Then personallv aooeared the above named
-JHPrO”oov ".<3Ai-M Sthe-"
and acknowledged the 'oregoing instrument

to be his/hei ‘et HC A n -,&n betore me

REBECCA A. HOWCROF7, Notary Public

Mv Commission Expires December 4, 2003
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1 am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and M assachusetts Historical Commission Yjrifj
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as 1J/Sr/UCr

stated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr.and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September, e
1996, 'that 12 individual homes be registered as historical sites, as they are historically homesof

African American families'. My appedl isto retum the focus of the Westside proposal to the

recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their value to the town

of Amherst.

submitted by: ~ 1yl A>r AAAN Y Date.  3/27/00
YEN IT. NGUYEJ}/ /

Address: 236 SNELL STREET, AMHERST, MA 01002

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

HAMPSHIRE, SS. MARCH 27, 2000

Then personally appeared the above-named YEN T. NGUYEN and acknowledged
the foregoing instrument to be her free act and deed, before me.

My Commission Expires: November 25, 2005 iv

LY A RICHEY |
Notary Public
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| am petitioning the Amhea'd Higorical Commisson and Massachusdts Higorical Cammisson
to honar therequest for recognition of the African American families in my naghbarhood, as
dated in theorignd letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs Dudley Bridges in Sgotamber,
1996, 'that 12 individua hames beregdeaed ashidarical dtes asthey arehidoricaly hames of
African American families. My goped isto return the focus of the Westdgde proposd to the
recognition requesed in the orignd letter of intent.

Reoognition of these 12 hames hanar the African American families and thar vaue to the toan
o Amhag.

Sbmitted by. U/”-triU/ MJMAACAN < ¥E!N'M-H3ac/K Dae

Address



1 am petitioning the Amhergt Historical Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the origina letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe regidered as historical Stes, asthey are historicaly homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested inthe origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American families and their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: Donald P. Erickson Dae 04-17-00

Address 203 Sneii Street; Amherst, MA 01004-2426; (Formerly 43 Hazel Ave.)
(P.O. Box 2426)

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
HAMPSHIRE, SS.

Then personally appeared the above-named Donald P. Erickson and
acknowl edged the foregoing to be his free act and deed, before me n

Martha L. Gushing, Notary Public
My Commission Expires: 03/31/06
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The Common-wealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Jdune 7, 2000 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plesse fmd the following nomination form:
Wegdde Historic District, Amherst (Hampshire Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.  Three letters of objection were received from res dents of
the proposad district, and one letter of support from the Amherst Historical Commission.

Subssquent to the State Review Board meseting additional correspondence was received from
residents of the proposed district.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc:. Dondd Frizzle, Chair, Amhers Historicad Commisson
Sanford Johnson, Preservatiion Consultant
Bryan Harvey, Chair, Amherst Board of Sdectmen
William O'Neill, Chair, Amherst Planning Board
Linda Faye, Amherst Historical Commission
Michagl Como, 260 Northampton Road

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



Patrick Andrus June 12, 2000

National Regigter of Historical Places RECEVEO 2280
1849C Si-et, NW
Room NC 400

UN | 4 ™

Washington, DC 20240

NAT. REGISTER OF 'v, i<, .
NATIORAL 1. - .
Dear Mr. Andrus:

| am expressing my opposition to the Westsde Historic district recently nominated by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission for Amherst, Massachuseits, Hampshire County. This
opposition adso holds fruefor many of my neighbors. The nomination for the Westside Historic
digtrict is presented as two proposas contained in one nomination; 1) Recognition of the people,
families, and homesof the African American heritage, and 2) Architectural reference for the 22
homesnot affiliated with the original ethnic heritageidentified.

The original intent for recognition wes to regiser 12 homesas historic dtesas they ae
historically homesof African Americans. A letter sent out by the Amherst Historic Commission
(AHC) dated May 15, 1997, and the information presented in the nomination, support this
direction for recognition of the 12 homes At somepoint in the devedlopment of this nomination
the focus moved away from the original 12 homes, resulting in 22 additional structuresnot
mesting the criteriaof the original request being added to the nomination. Heaserefer to
Attachment A - Original Letter of Intent, and Attachment B - Amherst Historic Commission's
Regpons=for the Intended Direction.

All homeowners contacted inthe proposed district support recognition of the 12 homesand
rdated heritage, and many have petitioned the Massachusatts Historical Commission (MHC) to
retum the focus of this nomination badk to these 12 homes A copy of the letter and Sgned
petitions are attached for eese of reference (See Attachment C). Opposition from many
homeowners hes developed for severd reesons, including; to support the recognition of our
African American neighbors besed on the original request, the lack of commitment demongtrated
by the AHC, incomplete documentation conceming residents of the area, inaccurate information
listed for many of the 22 additional homes plus some of the other homes, and other concerns. | f
our request to recognize the 12 homeson their own merit is not honored, additiona research is
esentid to recognize all the homesand familieswithin the boundaries of the district.

Recognition for the African American Heritage

The request to register 12 homes as historical dtesoriginated from aletter sant to the AHC dated
September 15, 1996. History shows that many African Americans did settle in the proposed ares,
however, information presented inthe proposa, and the expandon from the 12 homesto 34
homes (22 of which are non-African American), oversatesthe extent of the African American
influence on the district. Currently four families, occupying five homes, continue to reside inthe
area. The length of association to the district isnot known. Fesserefer to the Ste Mgp on
Attachment D.

The expanded district incorrectly representsthe historical accuracy of the areaand lessensthe
sgnificance of these 12 homesand heritage. The families and culture of the African Americans
calling this neighborhood their home have contributed to the multi-cultural mix of this areaand
the economic well being of the neighborhood for over a century. The inclusion of additional
dructures for architectural reference - only serves to dilute the recognition requested for the
African American heritage.

1of 4



Lack of Support and Commitment by the Amherst Historical Commisson

During the pedt five months, | have attended public hearings, written letters, and researched
information on the history of the neighborhood my family hes called home for over 130 years.
During thistime the AHC has continued to support the architectural significance of the 22 homes
subssquently added to the proposal. This support remained unchanged until the evening of June
5, 2000.

The resdence a 313 Northampton Road, built inthe early 1890's isamodes two-story
Craftsman-gyle housewith unique and ornate characterigics and alarge front porch facing the
main greet. The gyle of this houseis listed on Pege 2 of the Regidration Form under Item 7 -
Architectural Classification. This housewas home to the resdent homeowners for many years, as
well as their workplace during the 1940'sthrough the 1950's. A small convenience soreand ges
dation was operated from this house - the main proprietor was the femae homeowner.  On many
aumme evenings neighborhood residents from all ethnic backgrounds would congregate a the
dorefor socid interactions.

This information is presented for two reasons Firgt, this property wes the first agendaitem for a
Public Hearing held on June 5, 2000. This agendaitem was the condderation of the historic
significance for 313 Northampton Road, for demolition purposes Second, this property falls
within the boundaries of the proposed district, however, there is no mention of the house,
budgness, homeowners, or cultura significance associated with the property in the nomination.

The AHC gated they were unaweare of any history assodiated with this house or the previous
owners. As previoudy mentioned, the Craftsman-style of this houseis listed under the
Architectural Classification criteria, in addition, the geogrephic location of the houseand the
budness oparated on the property invited loca resdentsto gather socialy. Thisinformation was
not conddered by the AHC and as aresult the Commission found no historical significance
asodiated with the house.

The house and property was conddered for less than 5 minutes before the AHC voted
unanimoudy to support demoalition of the houseinfavor of congruction of aparking lot. The
decison made by the AHC was basad on their unwillingnessto conduct gppropriate research for
the property. The lack of historical significance identified by the AHC isconggtent with
comments presented by mambers of the State Review Board on March 8, 2000 for many of the
homesin the proposad district (to be discussed later inthis text).

It ismy feeling that the AHC's commitment to the additional 22 homes added to this proposa is
smilar to their commitment to the home a 313 Northampton Road. Little, if any, research hes
bean atempted to document the history and background of these homes and residents. Thislack
of research isevident by the inadequate and superficia information presented for these homes.
Inclusion of the additional 22 homes gppear's to be supported by the AHC for purpoases other than
higtoric sgnificance or accuracy.

20f4



Incomplete Documentation

On Page 1 of Section 8in the Regigration Form for the Wessde Historic district nomination,
justification for Criterion A gatesin part "Westside's contributions have been to serve as home,
and in the case of farming resdents, workplace, to locally significant African American resdents
for over one hundred years. While this gatement doescontain historical validity, itis only
partially complete. The Aress of Significance listed on Pege 3 of the Regidiration Formidentify
the Ethnic Heritage of the district as Black and European. The descriptive information presented
on the families of African American resdent isdetailed and consgtent with the origina direction
of thisproposa - to recognize the historical significance of African American homes ad
families. The nomination mentions that other ethnic groups were in Westsde during the period,
including Irish and Polish. However, & no point in this nomination is there reseerched
information presented on locally significant residents of European descendent.

1 presented my concems of inaccuracy and incomplete information to the State Review Board on
March 8, 2000. Asaresult of information presented & the meeting, severd Board members
indicated that additional information was needed, and some Board Members questioned the
architectural significance of the homesin the nomination in generd. Discussons that followed
prompted the MHC to leave the nomination open for an additional 45 days. Thisaction was
aummed up inaletter by the Executive Director of the MHC to someof the resdents of the
proposed district, stating that ‘amplifications on the information presented in the nomination will
be acoepted until April 24*".

Asof thiswriting, no information has bean submitted to the MHC to 'amplify' the nomination.
This may be due to alarge percentage of the homes being occupied by individual or families who
have little or no historical connection with the neighborhood, and very few homeshaving family
connections lasting more than a decade.

I naccur ate I nfor mation

Remaining dedicated to the desireto recognize the historical significance of the African
American homesand familiesin this section of town, descriptive information is presented on
African Americans in the area. The Westside nomination attempts to recognize people of the
European descent by architectural reference, and the information presanted on the families and
individuals of European descent isbrief and largely inaccurate, and includes:

e Minima research on home ownership - for homesidentified, length of resdency was
incorrectly recorded for saverad resdents;

* Inmog cases discusson on ownership was limited to current owners or owners immediately
prior to the current owner;

* Theeisore listing of a tenant as the homeowner of ahouse - the house hes bean owned and
occupied by the actud owner for dmogt 50 years,

» There isno mention of ages station, convenience dore, restaurant, or bar once operated in the
aeg

* Thereisno reference to aformer Amhers Town Clerk bom and raised in thisarea

* Remaining dedicated to the original request, the pictures atached to the nomination represent

acongtruction style congstent with the original 12 homes, with afew exceptions. Severd
pictures are duplicate, and one picture includes ahouse builtjust three years ago.
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Members of my family have owned and occupied my current residence snce the house was
congructed over 130 yearsago. 1 am the fifth generation to resde a the property known as 260
Northampton Road - this occupancy remains unbroken since the mid 1800's. Theinclusion of
260 Northampton Road does not represent the historical significance, contribution, or heritage of
the family connected to thisresdence. The connection to this proposed district is based on the
dyle of the house - which is not condgent with any other housein the district, and the date of
congtruction.

Concern of Resdent Homeowners

All resdents contacted support the recognition requested in the origina letter of intent. The
people calling this neighborhood home have worked hard to ensure a successful and cooperative
multi-cultural neighborhood, and are proud of their history. The ability to effectively unite
diverse ethnic backgrounds within one community throughout the past 130 years continues to be
accomplished through the efforts of all resdents.

Many resdents have expressed concam that their heritage and family history will be negated for
the recognition of one ethnic group. In addition, the only significancerdevant to their homeis
that the housefallswithin convenient boundaries arbitrarily determined by non-resident
supporters. The concams and desiresof two-thirds of the community should not go un-addressed.
Seveard aressof concem which have been identified related to the development of the Westsde
nomination can be found on the Bulleted section of Page 1 of Attachment C, and the bulleted
sction of Page 1 of Attachment E - Letter to MHC dated Febmary 10, 2000.

Concluson

Asthe nomination for the proposaed historic district developed, the areacame to be called
"Wegdde', aterm which has no connection with thisdistrict. Many reddents oppose this
nomination due to inaccurate representation associated with all ethnic groups, the lack of
commitment by local officials, and incomplete information on the homes and familieswithin the
neighborhood. Thisproposd offers no rationd justification for expanding the nomination from
12 homes to 34 homes I naddition, opposition to the Westsde nomination is compounded by the
fact that many resdents did not know that any proposa was being consdered, and they do not
support being included in a proposd that exdudes the history of two-thirds of the community,
while misrepresenting one-third.

The information presented in this letter demondratesthe support for recognition of the origina 12
homes and the desire for removal of the 22 homes added without appropriate consideration. It is
our dedre to ensurethe historical accurecy of al the peoplesin this areaand the confribution they
have made to the town and the country. Flesse condder visiting our neighborhood to walk the
boundaries and s=first-handthe impact and significancethe 12 homesoffer this community.
Thexe 12 homes tmly deservethe recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Michadl A. Como
Resdent Homeowner of 260 Northampton Road
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334 Amity Street:
Amherst, M 01002
Sept enber 15, 1996

National Historical Conmm ssion
Town Hal l

Amherst, M 01002

Attn: Donald Frizzle

Dear Donal d:

V¥ would like to request that these individual hones,
addresses listed below, to be registered as historical sites.
f .llThese buildings are historically, homes of African American
amilies.

ve h2.<e tbh.i supp'-rrt of r—iiiida LeLachcuji, director of the
Amherst Historical Society, also, Janmes Smth, a writer who has
researched and found valuable information on these homes and
Dani el Lonbardo, historian and curator, of the Special Collection
Department at the Jones Library.

List of horres (allin Amherst)
223 Snell St. house still remains i nthe Roberts family.
39 Hazel Ave. - house still remains inthe Bias famly.
35 Hazel Ave. - house still remains inthe Lord family
29 Hazel Ave. - house st||| remains i nthe Taylor famly.
21 Hazel Ave. - house still remains i nthe Roberts famly.
15 Hazel Ave. house now owned by an African American famly.
193 Northarrpton Rd. - Fornmely owned by Dwi ght Newport.
199 Northampton Rd. - house still remains I nthe Newport famly.
240 Northampton Rd. house still remains i nthe Ward family.
*43 McClellan St. - house still remains i nthe Goodwin family.
7 Beston St. - Fettijohn previously owned this house, currently
new owner.
55 Railroad St. - previously owned by Henry Jackson.
55 Baker St. - Charles Thonpson house.
43 Baker St. - Josiah Hasbrook house.

33 Baker St. - Hawkins famly.

. W are locking forward to presenting this at the next
Historical Comm ssion nmoeting.

Sincerely

Dor ot hy and Dudl ey Bridges, Sr.

cc: Melinda LeLacheur
Janes Smith
Dani el Lom sardo



Amherst Historical Comm ssion

15 Mwv 1997

Dear

The purpose of this letter isto |et you know that the
Amherst Historical Comm ssion is in the process of-developing a

new National Historic Register District in Armherst that includes
the area in which you live.

At the request of M. & Ms Dudley Bridges our Conm ssion
is beginning the work of gathering information about the
residences in your area to be used in our proposal to recognize
the area where early residents of African-American heritage

lived. Survey forms are being developed which will include
descriptions of the buildings in the area and a history of each-
p'roperty through the years.._ You jnay see nenbers of our

Comm ssion taking pictures of your hone and" taking notes—en
architectural details. These are an essential part of our
proposal . Please feel free to talk to any of the Comm ssion

nmenbers you nay see in your neighborhood for further
information.

The Conmm ssion is just beginning this process which will
take many nonths to complete. W will keep you informed of our
progress and when the proposal is further developed w will be
inviting you to a public discussion of it

Sincerely,

Menbers of the Amherst Historical Conm ssion;
Carol Birtwistle

Ell en Goodw n

Robi n Kar son

Nancy Morri.son

Perry Thonpson

Donald Frizzle, Chair, Tel: 256-6175



Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director April 18,2000
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

On behdf of many resdents currently residing in the recently nominated Westside Historic
Digtrict in Amherst, Massachusits, | am submitting this letter and the atteched notarized requests
to petition the Massachusetts Historic Commission (MHC) to retum the focus of the proposed
Wegdde Historic District back to the 12 individual homesidentified inthe origina letter of
intent, received by the Amherst Historic Commission in Sgptember, 1996.

| received a letter from the MHC dated March 10, 2000, signed by Judith McDonough, indicating
that the proposa would remain open for 45 daysto "acogpt amplificationson information
presented in the nomination”. After receiving this letter, severd neighbors and 1 began contacting
homeowners inour neighborhood to discussthe proposa and determine their knowledge of the
proposed district. To our shock we leamed the following:

» Initial notification conceming this nomination, dated May 15, 1997, and afollow-up
mailing dated November 18, 1998, gpopear to have been limited to resdents of the original
12 homes.

* Notification to all reddents concerning the proposd, including the expanded district, was
not distributed until January 21, 2000.

* Lessthan half of the resdentsin the neighborhood knew the proposa existed.

*  Those who knew the proposa existed knew only of the intent to recognize the homes
owned or occupied by African American families.

* Not one resdent knew the proposa had expanded from these original 12 homesto the
current number of 34 homes

* Not al resdents recaved the March 10, 2000 letter mentioned above

The actions taken by the Historical Commission place a question of doubt in the minds of severd
residents of thetrue representation of historical significancefor thisarea Many residents have
expresed their concem of two proposds contained inone nomination. All resdentsthat we have
gpoken with support the original request and feel the direction of this recognition should be
honored. Inaddition, we fed the inclusion of the additional 22 homes dilutes the historica
significance of the African American heritage.

In the opinion of saverd reddents, the march 10, 2000 letter sent out by the MHC attempting to
improve the accurecy of the proposa by stating that homeowners may submit information on the
higtory of their family or home is unaccepteble.  After contacting the MHC, | am unaware of any
information being submitted by homeowners, as of thiswriting. A large percantage of the homes
are occupied by individuals or familieswho have little or no historical connection with the
neighborhood, and very few homes have family connections lasting more than a decade.



The attached notarized letters from resdents of 15 of the 22 homes not listed on the original letter
of intent, plus anotarized letter from one of the original 12 homes, express our support for the
recognition of the origina request, and indicate our desire to be removed from the proposal. In
addition, severd other resdents have expressed their support for this direction but have not yet
retumed their notarized |etter.

In summary, we havefollowed this proposa snce being notified in late January, 2000. Mot of
the residents in our community support recognition for the original request as requested in the
letter of intent received by the Town of Amherst in September, 1996. The lack of notification
and inaccurate information assodated with the additional 22 homes hes raised concem among
many of the homeowners. Our request isthat the propossd Westside Historic District nomination
be returned back to the focusof the original request as dated in the origina letter of intent
requesting that "12 individual homesbe registered as historical Stes, as they are historically
homes of African Americans'.

Respectfullysubmitted,

Michael A. Como NN
Enclosures

ccC: William F. Galvin

Carol Ndson "ATtJJOOS
Louis Tucker

Marcus A. McCorison
Michadd Maresco
Robert Ebersole

Kelly Sinclair

Elizabeth Sone

Lowell A. Warren, J.
Patrice Kish

James Hudson Crissman
Rose-Maie Glen
Babara Luedtke
Charles Sullivan

David Smmons

Franci Gould



Wethe undersgned, petition the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical
Commisson to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesinour
neighborhood, as dated inthe origina letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges
in September, 1996, 'that 12 individual homes be registered as historical Sites, as they are
historically homesof African American families. Our gpped isto retum the focus of the
Wegside proposal to the recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Name Address Date
74 354N N U AN N h-jlZnuX=k- Al 3/23/00
S123/ gx5

CCA Ao MAMp{c>"  Qch



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachusatts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, &s
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe regisered as historical Stes, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposa to the
recognition requested in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American families and their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: i A/ "M - A f N Dae

SA\CRA R SMITH
Noay Pubic
Addresss ~ 7/ ~AAMIANTgmy N MO AN BN A <My MO



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1906, 'that 12 individual homesbe regigered as historical dtes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto return the focus of the Westside proposd to the
recognition requedted inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: Oy JIL A (A C A omen J>ate: s> M

Address:  %/<U>|M z/[)ynrn-f

Marvin J. Spence

Notary Public
SS Hampshire / .
338 College Street z /11 I AJS
Amherst. Mass. 01002 A 6?2  Q

MjraVIMoMu exaires uMiy 24201



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachuseits Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe regigered as historical dtes, as they are historicaly homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Wessde proposd to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their vaue to thetown
of Amherst.

Submitted by: (M-AArrvit Date: y~r?/ (?,Zo6 6

Address

JAcvuissioaexpires JuMi; 242



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusatts Historica Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1906, 'that 12 individual homes be registered as historical dites, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposd to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their value to the town
of Amherst.

Qubmitted by: V. At A /] Date  vjAc.th AN

Address LS -PMICIMINUC

Sworn before nme April 6, 2000

Valeriej. Faith
NOTARY PUBLIC

My comrsdn eqaes o 92)[7

Valerie J. Fai



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the requedt for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe regidered as historical dites, as they are historically homes of

African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposd to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American families and their value to thetown
of Amherst.

Submitted by: y Dae

Address

LINDA A. FONTAINE
Notary Public
My Commijjion Expires March 31, 2000



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe registered as historical dtes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My agpped isto retum the focus of the Westdde proposd to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their vaue to thetown
of Amherst.

Submitted by:\  \caf* ATAF\ACAA A 3/30/00

Address 263 Northampton Road. Amherst. MA

March 30, 2000 Hampshire, ss

Then personally appeared, the above-named, Nancy K. Russell, and
acknowledged this to be her free act and deed before me.

Janet B. Smead, Notary
My commission expires September 4, 2003



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, &
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe regisered as historical Stes, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My agpped isto retum the focus of the Wesside proposa to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honopth™) African American families and their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Smelttaj byf LLERVAN Z / AN N N N " N N N Dae- N _/\7_/\?/\/\/\/\/\:/\/\/\

Addressp 3 A~ Sf,AAb /A, [Lji~<A AV} 0/<20:



| am petitioning the Amherst Historica Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the origina letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
199%, 'that 12 individua homesbe registered as historical dtes, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposa to the
recognition requested in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American families and their valueto the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by: ~  ogCMWwWYn J AtpxAten Date: shjojtxn

Address. 50L ~u A JntA7Y A NIN]edr A A8

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE, ss.

THEN PERSONALLIAFPEAP.EO THGA3CVS rAEO

BEFORE MS AfD -C. MOV

BRIAN OLEARY
Notary Public, Massachusetts
"V Commission Expires May 6, 2005



| am petitioning the Amherst Historicadl Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe registered as historical Sites, as they ae historicaly homes of
African American families. My gpoped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposd to the
recognition requested in the origina letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homesy”onor the African American familiesand their vaueto the town
of Amherst.

NVV\XNWWV\

"TIFRWOOD S. SAHABDEEN.

De 3 A-AT>

Submitted by:

Address: ¢~ v T A0 M TH ™ P Qf A [fAMANIAGTET 2200

Commonweallh "“Aauachusetts
Hampshire, SS. Dale 3/017/00
rhen personallv appeared the above named

and acknowledged the 'oregoing instrument
to be his/hei -et *c -t.*ei belore me
REBECCA A. HOWCROFI, Notary Public
My Commission Expires December 4, 2003

o~r0:in



1 am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commisson and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe registered as historical dtes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My goped isto retum the focus of the Westside proposd to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American families and their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by:  f/myiy'-'A il IWAIZMXY] Date 3 A

Address



| am petitioning the Amherst Historical Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe origina letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, 'that 12 individua homes be regigered as historica dtes, as they ae historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Westdde proposd to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homeshonor the African American familiesand their vaue to the town
of Amherst.

Submitted by:

Address

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
HAMPHIRE, SS. MARCH 27, 2000

Then personally appeared the above-named CATHERINE M. FETERSON and acknowledged
the foregoing instrument to be her free act and deed, before me.

My Commission Expires: September 8, 2006

KIMBERLY R. SARGENT
Notary Public



| am petitioning the Amherst Historica Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated inthe original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in September,
1996, 'that 12 individual homes be regisered as historical Sites, as they are historically homes of
African American families’. My goped isto retum the focus of the Wedside proposd to the
recognition requested inthe origind letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their vaue to thetown
of Amherst.

Submitted by:  Donald P. Erickson Dae 04-17-00

\ddress. 203 Snell Street; Amherst, MA 01004-2426; (Formerly 43 Hazel Ave.)
(P.O. Box 2426)

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
HAMPSHIRE, SS.

Then personally appeared the above-named Donald P. Erickson and
acknowledged the foregoing to be his free act and deed, before me

Martha L. Gushing, Notary Public
My Commission Expires: 03/31/06



| am petitioning the Amhergt Historical Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission
to honor the request for recognition of the African American familiesin my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesbe regigered as historical Stes, as they are historically homes of
African American families. My gpped isto retum the focus of the Wedside proposd to the
recognition requested inthe original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand their value to thetown
of Amherst.

submitted B YM " Ay JAAA A AN A Date:  3/27/00
YENIr. NGUYEy /

Address 236 SNBLL STREET, AMHERST, MA 01002

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

HAMPHIRE, SS. MARCH 27, 2000

Then personally appeared the above-named YEN T. NGUYEN and acknowledged
the foregoing instrument to be her free act and deed, before me

My Commission Expires: November 25, 2005

LY AS RGHEY
Notary Public



| am pditioning the Amhears Higorical Commisson and Massachusdtts Higorical Cammisson
to honar theregued far recognition of the African American familiesin my naghborhood, as
dated in the arignd letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs Dudley Bridgesin Sgptamnbe,
1996, 'that 12 individual hamfts be reggered ashidarical dtes asthey are higoricaly hames of
African Ameican families. My gpped isto raurn the fodtia of the Westsde propos to die
recognition requeted in the orignd letter of intent

Reoognition of theze 12 hames hanar the African American families and thar value to the towmn
of Amhae

Qubmitted by: A /A tr 47 AN [SASTASSIQAN tANA Date

Addres
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| am petitioning the Amherg Higorical Commisson and Massachusats Higorical Commisson
to honor the requegt for recognition of the African American families in my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridgesin Segptember,

1996, 'that 12 individual homesberegtered as higorical gtes, asthey are higorically homes of

African American families. My appedl isto retum the focus of the Westsde proposal to the

recognition requesed in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honor the African American familiesand ther value to the town

of Amherst
Submitted by: 6" iyu-" fl /7y331 3L~
Address; ~r>M, ADA - 11J2] AN QAr/lIALLANA

AS SUBSCRIBED AND SMORN TO BEFORE ME ON fAMG/Lc/?

SANDRA J . BURGESSL/ /1
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

MY COMMISSON EXPIRES JANUARY 6, 2006

Date: 3>

\ A I\©,

~O000

fANr/ac)

13
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| am pdtitioning the Amherg Higorical Commisson and Massachusetts Hisorical Commisson
to honar the requed for recognition of the African American families in my neighborhood, as
dated in the original letter of intent submitted by Mr. and Mrs Dudley Bridges in Sgptember,
1996, 'that 12 individual homesberegigered as higorical Stes, asthey are higorically homes of
African American families. My appedl isto reum the focusof the Wegsde proposal to the
recognition requeded in the original letter of intent.

Recognition of these 12 homes honar the African American families and thar value to the town

of Amhers

Submitted by:  ~.LA2r N QAJPNIZ A Date:. j*9 [/ £°

Address: 9 AJu-JLAan CEAMJUANN Vun n \ HO
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February 10, 2000

Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director
Sate Historic Preservation Officer
Massechusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear State Historic Preservation Officer McDonough:

| amwriting to express my opposition to the proposed Wesdde historical disfrict as presented at
the Febmary 8, 2000 Massachusetts Historical Commission meeting in Amherst, MA. | am
opposad to this proposal for reesonswhich include: the degree of incomplete and inaccurate
representation of historical significance; the elimination and negation of the importance of my
persond heritage and the heritage of other ethnic groups in thisares; and the lack of advanced
notification conceming public meetings.

My compulsion to write this letter isto ensure the proposd is corrected to accurately reflect the
historical significanceof the areaby retuming the focus to the individual homesreferenced in the
origina letter of intent. Highlights of my opposition include:

Inaccur ate representation of historical sgnificance

* Theorigina letter of intent identified 12 individual homes condgting of atotal of 5.27 acres.

*  The current proposed areahas been expanded to include 34 homesand 40 acres.

* Theincreaseto the current proposed disfrict from the original letter of intent was unknown to
modg, if not all, of the reddents in the current proposed disfrict.

Incomplete account of historical ethnic and hereditary significance

* Theorigina letter of intent requested the regisfration of 12 individual homesfor their
historical significance related to African Americanfamilies.

e Thecurrent proposa was developed under the guiddines of the origina letter of intent,
identifying the historical significanceof African American familiesonly.

»  Ethnic groups of Eaglem European and other descent were briefly mentioned but were not
acknowledged for their significance or contribution in the disfrict.

* My heredity and family connection, as well as other families, related to the length of
association to projjerties other than African American, were not identified or recognized as
significant in the proposed area

Limited public meeting notification

*  Seved resdents in the current expanded disfrict did not receive notification relating to the
proposed district or the public meeting held on December 7, 1998.

* Reddents whodid receive notification for the December 7* meeting live in or border
properties of the original 12 individual homes

*  Most of the resdents did not learn of the increesed sudy areauntil the Febmary 8, 2000
public meeting. Asaresult very little timeisavailableto submit opposition to the proposal.

Pegel of 3



Inaccur ate representation of historical sgnificance

On September 15, 1996, Dorothy and Dudley Bridges, . submitted a letter of intent to the
National Historical Commisson (c/o the Amherst Historical Commission), Attention Donad
Frizzle, to request the regigtration of 15 homesas historical dtes. Twelve of these homes ae
located inthe boundaries of the now proposad Westside Historical District. The dedreof the
origina letter of intent requested 'that individual homesbe regidered as historical Sites, as they
ae higtoricaly homesof African American families.

At some point during the development processthe decison was madeto increese the number of
homesand acreage in the proposed historic disfrict beyond the 12 individual homesreferenced in
the original letter of intent. Thisdecison has resulted in alarge degree of incomplete and
inaccurate information and the inclusion of non-contributing mcturesinto the proposal - leading
one to conclude there is an atempt tojustify historical significance to suit the nesdsof the
expanded area,

The cumulative land areaassodated with the 12 homesidentified inthe original letter of intent
equals 527 acres. The propossd Westside district congsts of 34 homesand land area of
approximately 40 acres. This proposd, as written, overgates the significance of the original
request by 659% in land areg, and 183% for homes.

While attempting to unite the proposed area, the use of broad descriptors to identify the one
connecting thread each smcture possess=s (i.e. date of construction) undermines the importance
and dedre of the original request - to identify and record individua resdentid dwellingsowned
or occupied by African Americans and the histories of these homes.

Incomplete account of historical ethnic and hereditary significance '

| am proud of my heritage and dedicated to ensurethat it is reflected accurately. Not only does
this proposa present inaccurate information conceming my family's resdence a 260
Northampton Road, there was no reasonable attempt to present any of our history a all. Six
homes on Northampton Road were mentioned in one paragrgph, not one receiving even moderate
historical consderation. However, kegping condstent with the origina reques, all properties
identified as African American owned or occupied were researched in depth and described in
detail conceming the individual or familiesresiding there.

1 am the fifth generation of my family to own or occupy the property known as 260 Northampton
Road, this occupancy remains unbroken for over 120 years. My house was congdmcted in the
early 1870'sby afamily named McCarthey or McCarty. A couple named John and Louisa
McCarty owned the property until the 1920's, a which timethey sold the property to Mary
Bowler. Ms. Bowler sold the property to my Grandparents, Maurice and Suzanne Garvey in the
early 1950's. The Garvey's owned and occupied the property until late 1997, & which timethe
property was bought by Michadl and Kimberley Como. Very few familiesin this areacan date
that their homes have been owned by family membearsfor over 120 yearsor havethe family
lineage connecting them to their home as my family represents to our house.

Inclusion of 260 Northampton Road inthis proposa doesnot represent the historical significance
and heritage of the family connected to this resdence. The connection to this proposed districtis
besad solely on the date of constmction of the house,

Pege2 of 3



Limited public meeting notification

Members of the Amherst Historical Commission indicate they took appropriate actions
conceming advanced notification for the first public meeting for the proposed Westsde historic
district held on December 7, 1998. While | can not dispute their claim, | did not receive the
mailing announcing this public meeting. The sameholds tme for saverd of my neighbors.

The only residents who have confirmed receiving notification for the December 7, 1998 public
mesting are property owners associated with the 12 housesrequested inthe original letter of
intent. At some point between receipt of the original letter of intent in Sgptember, 1996, and the
February 8, 2000 public meeting, the dze of the Sudy areawas increesed. This incresse was
unknown to most if not al, of the reddentsinthe current proposed district.

1 believe the Amherg Historical Commission could benefit by reviewing their notification
process and incorporating the use of registered mail, retum receipt, when notifying resdents of
critical issuesthat will ater the look or amogphere of their neighborhood.

Concluson

If the information contained inthis proposa is not complete and historically accurate, and many
amctures and ethnic dasses are not represented as historically significant, how isthis district
represanting  history?

The areadestribed inthe current proposal only serves to overstate the historical significance of
the individual housss identified inthe origina letter of intent, and lessens the significance of
those homes and associated heritage.  Any modifications to include other ethnic histories or
architectural gmcturesto this proposa will only serveto reduce the importance originally
requested by Mr. and Mrs. Bridges conceming the history and significance of the African
American familiesinthe area

Allowing this proposal to remain dedicated to the individual houseslisted inthe original letter of
intent; three houses on Baker Street, five houseson Hazd Avenue, three houses on Northampton
Road, and one houseon Snell Street, unquestionably  supportsthe ressarch and recognition of the
origina intention.

Sincerdly,

Michagl A. Como, Resdent and owner
260 Northampton Road
Amhes, MA 01002

cC: Dondd Frizzle, Charman, Amherst Historica Commisson
Sanford Johnson, Presarvation Consultant
Philip Bergen, Massachusetts Historical Commission
Linda Faye, Amherst Historical Commission
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Bridges, Amherst Resdents
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United Sates Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Sirest, NW.
Washington. D.G 20240

IN RELY REfEKTa

tfr]

H228) JUL 2 6 20D

Mr. Michad Como
260 Northampton Road
Amhers, MA 01002

Dear Mr. Como:

Thank you for your letter of June 12, 2000, conceming the nomingtion of the Wessde Higtoric District,
Amherg, Hampshire County, Massachusdits to the National Regigter of Historic Places

After carefiilly reviewing al documentation submitted, including the National Regider regidration form
for the disfrict, and your letter and accompanying documentation, we have determined that the Wessde
Historic Digtrict meets the National Regider Criteria for Evauation for itsloca historic and architecturd
dgnificance. The Wegssde Higtoric Disfrict was listed in the National Regiger of Historic FHaoes on July
25, 2000.

Theregidfration form clearly establishes the importance of the Wesside Historic Disfrict as en intact 19th
and early 20th century working dass neighborhood with important historic association with Amherst's
African American, Irish, and Eastem European ethnic heritage. The regisfration form further establishes
that within the loca architectura context the Westside Higtoric District contains a significant collection of
Victorian era and Colonid Revival styleresdences.

It gppearsfrom the correspondence you forwarded to us that many of the concems you expressed regarding
the documentation of the historic district have been addressed inthe final National Regider regisfration
form which recognizes the importance of al of the groups that historically lived in the Westsde Higtoric
Disfrict. The Wessde Higtoric Disfrict isan areawhose higory adds to a fiiller underganding and
appreciaion of Amherst's past. We haope that listing the historic digtrict in the National Regiger will
further encourage the continued presarvation of thesetangible links to the community's heritege.

Sipcerdy,

Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places
National Register, History and Education

cc: M A SHPO



AMHERST  (Wasrlets

TOWN HALL

4 BOLTWOOD AVENUE AMHERST HISTORICAL COMMISSION
AMHERST, MA 01002-2351

The Amherst Historical Commission affirms the nomination of Westside as a
National Register District. The Commission endorses the thematic designations
of African American and European and endorses the boundaries to be as
described in the nomination.

The Commission wishes to note that basis for this nomination grew out of an
interest within the community to address a portion of our history which is
frequently ovedooked. We tend to nominate those areas that contain the big, -
architectural gems, and dismiss the neighborhoods that are less overtly
impressive. However to do that is to ignore the basis on which our town
developed. Many acknowledged historic resources are outstanding examples of
a particular architectural style or represent the work of a particular architect.

However a community is made up of a variety of structures, most of which are
vernacular.

A community evolves as people of all economic standings participate and
contribute to it over time. The area described as Westside developed over a
period of approximately 1 50 years. During much of second half of the 19**
century African-American families occupied several of the homes. By the turn
of the century Irish and Polish immigrants also made their homes in the
neighborhood.

The architecture of Westside, the majority constructed between circa 1850 to
1920, contains representative examples of Victorian Eclectic,Jtalianate,
Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial Revival and Bungalow styles. The architecture
in Westside is of modest scale with eclectic architecture prevailing.

Although the scale of the architecture in Westside is generally unassuming and
no single individual resident has been found to have made a developmentally
significant contribution to the development of the town on his/her own, taken
as atotality Westside is an excellent example of a 1 9 century residential
neighborhood of farm workers, laborers and small business people.



The Amherst Historical Commission is proud to support the nomination of the
Goodwin Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in conjunction
with Westside. Of particular importance in the continued African-American
presence in the district, Mr. Moses Goodwin, an African-American resident
initiated the creation of this church at the end of the 19'* century.

The Amherst Historical Commission wishes to express unqualified support for
the nominations of Westside, Goodwin Memorial African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church and the West Cemetery to the National Register of Historic Places.

Don Frizzle, Chair
Amherst Historical Commission



