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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Between January 1932 and January 1935 99 Senior Officer's Quarters (S0Q's)

were constructed at Maxwell Field in Montgomery, Alabama (Figure 1). Nine
types of structures were built and are 1isted here as Types A through H and the
Commanding General's Quarters, which is a unique type. A1l of these types were
designed by architects employed by the US Army Office of the Constructing
Quartermaster. Each of these types is constructed in the same style, which was
described by the original Army architects as being a French Provincial style
(houses of the same types and styles were also built at Barksdale Field,
Louisiana). Some Italianate influences also appear to be present on these
structures, i.e. the tile roofs, corner quoins and a stucco wall finish
(Photographs 1-28). A1l these structures are placed in a park like setting
with curving boulevards and large lawns (Photo- graphs 29-72).

The nine types vary in external details and internal floor plans. Each type
has a distinctive floor plan and these are reversed in about half of the
structures for variety (Figures 2-13). Types A, B, C, G, and H each have three
bedrooms and were originally designated as being Company Officer's Quarters
(2nd Lieutenant through Captain). Types D, E, and F each have 4 bedrooms and
were designed to be Field Officer's Quarters (Major through Colonel). The
Commanding General's Quarters (named the Curry House after its first occuga
originally had 5 bedrooms, one of these has now been converted to a dress]
room. Types A, B, D, E, F, and the Commanding General's Quarters were pr¢
with a maid's room and associated bathroom. :

Although there are nine different types of structures with different flooy
plans they all share a number of characteristics. Each house is situated
3' tall concrete foundation. A1l are of wood frame construction with hol
tile exterior walls, which have a textured concrete stucco finish painted
eggshell cream. Concrete quoins are located at the corners of each structure.
A11 have steep hip roofs covered with red slab tile. Many of the house types
have dormers. Most first floor windows are French windows that can be opened
for cross ventilation. Wood shutters are installed on the front windows.

Decorative wrought iron railing panels of different designs are located at the
base of most first floor windows. Wrought iron railing was also used on most
exterior steps and porches and on the interior stairway (Photographs 73-76).

There are 3 basic entry porch types for house types A through H. The first
type is found on house types A and G and consists of a small central one story
portico with plain square wood columns. The portico cornice is topped with a
decorative wrought iron railing. The second porch type is found on house types
B, C, E, F, and H and consists of decorative wrought iron supports capped with
a small copper Mansard-style porch roof. The third porch type is found only on
house type D and consists of a small enclosed porch with a copper Mansard-style
porch roof. The enclosed entry appears to be built of hollow tile covered with
concrete stucco.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The, site of Maxwell Air Force Base has a long history of association with

flight training and U.S. military aviation. In March 1910 the Wright brothers
established the world's first civilian aviation school here and trained a
number of students before they closed the school in May of the same year.
Aviation activities at this site lapsed until the establishment of the Army Air
Repair Depot in April of 1918. This facility assembled and repaired aircraft
only, no flight training was conducted at the base. Following the end of World
War I activity at the base was very low key. 1In 1927 Congress authorized an
Air Corps Five Year Expansion Program. Under this program the size of the Air
Corps was to be enlarged and permanent facilities were to be built at selected
fields. Maxwell was chosen to be one of these fields. At this same time the
Army was making a concentrated effort to upgrade its facilities due to the
disgracefully dilapidated condition of the temporary structures erected before
and during World War I.

Although the initial building operation under the Air Corps Five Year Expansion
Program had started in 1927, the transfer of the Army Air Corps Tactical School
(ACTS) to Maxwell Field greatly expanded the scope of the planned construction
work. Transfer of the ACTS to Maxwell was authorized in December 1928, but
operation of the school at the field did not actually start until June 1931,
Following the notice that the ACTS was to be transferred to Maxwell construc-
tion was begun on a school building, quarters for officers, non-commissioned
officers and enlisted men, and support facilities. Most of the World War I
structures were removed at this time.

There were 99 Senior Officer's Quarters (S0Q's) erected at Maxwell Field during
the permanent building construction program. Construction of the S0Q's began
in January 1932 and was completed in January 1935. Initial construction of
these facilities was begun as part of the 1927 five year Army Air Corps expan-
sion program. The final units were funded by the 1932 Emergency Relief and
Construction Act which set aside $15 million for construction of housing at
Army posts. Maxwell Field received approximately a million dollars for
construction under this program. Following expenditure of funds under this
program no new money for Army housing was appropriated until 1937. A1l new
individual housing built at Maxwell after 1935 was of a different style than
that started under the 1927 program.

The Maxwell S0Q's are an excellent example of the park design concept as
applied to construction at Army bases, Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. and Geqrgg
B. Ford, both well known city planners, were quite influential in the designing
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Most houses were originally provided with an open first floor porch and a
screened sleeping porch directly above on the second floor. All of these
porches were later enclosed and fitted with windows to provide additional
1iving space.

The interior house walls are wood frame with lathe and plaster finish. First
and second floor ceilings are approximately 9' high. A1l house types have a
brick fireplace in the 1living room and storage attics in the high roof areas.
The floors were originally tile, hardwood, and pine. Linoleum has now replaced
tile in the kitchens and bathrooms, the hardwood and pine flooring is still in
place. Inside doors are solid wood with six panels. The interior trim is
stock molding and rather plain (Photographs 77-80).

~ Additional changes to the houses include the following. The kitchens of the

houses have been completely remodeled; new cabinets, sinks, and appliances have
been installed. Most of the door hardware and original light fixtures have
been replaced. Structures 337, 332, 334, 336, 339, and 341 have all had metal
roofed, open shed porches added to the rear of the houses behind the living
rooms (Photograph 81). A number of houses have also had their rear yards
fenced in with either waist high chain 1ink or picket fencing, thus breaking
up, to a small degree, the open park like yard effect.

A total of 51 detached garages were provided for sheltering cars. Nearly all
of these are double garages designed to be shared by adjoining houses. These
are constructed of hollow tile (covered with concrete stucco), wood rafters and
red shingles. The Commanding General's Quarters was provided with an attached
two car garage (Photographs 82 and 83).

CONTRIBUTING PROPERTIES IN THE MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE SENIOR OFFICER'S OUARTERS

HISTORIC DISTRICT

Structure Address Date Type
101 Poplar St. ca. 1932-1935 A
102 Poplar St. ca. 1932-1935 B
104 Poplar St. ca. 1932-1935 C
105 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 C

107 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 C
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Structure Address - Date Type
108 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D
110 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D
m West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 E
113 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 E
114 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D
116 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D
123 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 F
125 - Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C
127. Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B
128 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 o
130 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C
131 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 A
133 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 A
134 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 A
200 Magnolia Blvd. ca. 1932-1935 A
202 Magnolia Blvd. ca. 1932-1935 A
203 Magnolia Blvd. ca. 1932-1935 A
205 Poplar St. ca. 1932-1935 A
206 Poplar St. ca. 1932-1935 A
208 Poplar St. ca. 1932-1935 A
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Structure Address Date Type

209 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B

21 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B

212 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

214 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

215 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B

217 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C
218 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 c

2720 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B

221 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 D

223 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B

224 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

227 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

228 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B

230 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

231 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

233 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

234 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

236 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

300 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B

302 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B
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Structure Address Date Type

303 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

305 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

306 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 B

308 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 C

309 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D

311 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 - D

302 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 E

314 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935

315 Center Dr. ca 1932-1935 F

317 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 F

318 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 F

320 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 F

322 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D)

323 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 E

325 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 E

326 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D

328 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D

329 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 F

331 Center Dr. ca 1932-1935 D

332 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 E
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Structure Address Date Type

334 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 E

336 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D

337 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 Commanding General's Quarters
339 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D

34 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 E

342 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 F

344 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 F

345 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 D

347 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 F

400 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H

402 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G

404 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G

405 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H

407 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G

408 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G

410 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G

41 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H

413 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H

414 East Dr. ca 1932-1935 H

416 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H
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417 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G
419 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G
420 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G
422 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H
423 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H
425 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G
426 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G
427 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H
429 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H
431 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H
432 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G
434 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 H
435 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G
436 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 G

Garages associated with the Senior Officer's Quarters

100 Poplar St. ca. 1932-1935 two car
103 popiar St. - ca. 1932-1935 two car
106 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
108 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car

112 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
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115 West Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
126 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
129 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
132 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
201 Magnolia Blvd. ca. 1932-1935 two car
204 Magnolia Blvd. ca. 1932-1935 two car
207 Poplar St. ca. 1932-1935 two car
210 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
213 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
216 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
219 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
222 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
226 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
229 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
232 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
235 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
240 Magnolia Blvd. ca. 1932-1935 two car
301 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
304 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
307 Inner Circle ca. 1932-1935 two car
310 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car




Form No. 10-300s
(Pev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE FOR NPS USE ONLY |5
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM (ATE ENTERED
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE §
Structure Address Date Type
313 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
316 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
319 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
321 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 single car
324 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
327 Center Df. ca. 1932-1935 two car
'330 Center Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
333 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
335 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 single car
340 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
343 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
346 Sequoia Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
401 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
403 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
406 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
409 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
412 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
415 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
418 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
421 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
424 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
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428 Fast Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
430 EFast Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
433 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 two car
437 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 single car
438 East Dr. ca. 1932-1935 single car
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of the 1926 Army housing program. Under this design concept, Army housing,
especially of married noncommissioned officers and commissioned officers, was
to be set apart from the business portion of the bases. Houses were to be
placed on curving boulevards and there were to be large lawns and open park-
1ike areas surrounding the homes (especially of the officers). At Maxwell the
S0Q's each have large landscaped yards and the base golf course is situated
adjacent to the housing area. After World War II the park design concept was
abandoned in favor of what was referred to as the military industrial site
design.

Under the Army's 1926 Housing Program the housing and base business buildings
were to be designed in styles in keeping with the regional character of the -
base location. The architects employed by the 0ffice of the Contracting
Quartermaster referred to the housing at Maxwell Field as being French Provin-
cial in style (this style was also used at Barksdale Field in Louisiana).

South Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana were heavily influenced by the French
during the Colonial period and this was felt to be an appropriate design for
this region. '

At Maxwell there are nine different floor plans for the S0Q's including the
quarters for the Commanding General of Air University. For variety the floor
plans for eight of the structure types are reversed in about half of the
examples. According to the guidelines set up for the Army's 1926 Housing
Program, whenever funds allowed officers of the grade of captain and below were
to be provided with a living room, dining room, kitchen, three bedrooms, ample
closets, and wherever possible a maid's room and bath. Quarters for field and
general officers were to be provided with an additional bedroom and two baths
in all cases. By all prior Army standards the new housing was considered
Tuxurious.

When first constructed the S0Q's served as housing for the instructors of the
Air Corps Tactical School and senior grade officers attending the school. By
the time the ACTS was suspended in 1941, 916 officers had graduated from the
program and many had been housed in the S0Q's.

The Air Corps Tactical School was founded to teach flight officers strategy,
tactics, and techniques of the employment of air forces. Tactical employment
of the four general classes of military aviation - attack, bombardment,
pursuit, and observation - were emphasized. The tactics and strategy employed
by the U.S. Army Air Forces in the European and Pacific theaters of the war
were largely formulated at Maxwell during the 1930s. The ACTS furnished a
majority of the U.S. Army Air Force leadership during World War II. At the
close of the Second World War 320 of the general officers on duty with the Army
Air Forces were graduates of the school.



Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

DATE ENTERED

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

In 1940 concern about the outbreak of war in Europe caused a cessation of ACTS
classes and a severe reduction in the school staff. The U.S. military at this
time was being placed on a war footing and the Army Air Corps Training Center
(SEACTC) (redesignated the Army Air Force Eastern Flying Training Command in
1943) was officially established at Maxwell on July 8, 1940 and took over the
facilities used by the Tactical School. Senior officers of the SEACTC were
housed in the S0Q's until the end of the war.

On November 29, 1945 the Army Air Forces School was transferred from Orlando,
Florida to Maxwell Field. The School was redesignated as Air University on
March 12, 1946. Air University was established to educate Air Force officers
in the study, formulation, and teaching of theories and methods of aerial
warfare. Graduates of Air University are trained for command of major Air
.Force units and for staff duties appropriate to such positions. Since the
transfer of the Army Air Forces School, now Air University, to Maxwell the
S0Q's have been used to house students and faculty associated with the educa-
tional institution.

Only one of the S0Q's, building 337, the residence of Air University Commander,
has been named. It was designated The Curry House in honor of Major General
John F. Curry, its first occupant and an Air Corps Tactical School Commandant.
The Curry House since its completion in 1934 has housed 3 Air Corps Tactical
School Commandants, 7 Southeast Air Corps Training Center Commanders, 1 Army
Air Forces School Commandant, and 18 Air University Commanders to date.

The S0Q's are significant as beautifully preserved examples of officer's
quarters built under the 1927 Army Air Corps Five Year Expansion Program.

These structures have undergone few changes and are still largely set in an
open, park 1ike, atmosphere. Since their construction they have housed
numerous personnel intimately associated with the development of U.S. military
air power. :
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Air Force Base, ca. 1960.
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