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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The following description is almost identical to that found in the National 
Register of Historic Places, Inventory - Nomination Form; "Grand Encampment
Mining Region: The Ferris-Baggarty Mine Site". Specific information 
regarding the Boston-Wyoming Smelter Site, however, may be found in the last 
two paragraphs of the description.

Historian Velma Linford has described the Grand Encampment mining region as 
"a locality, an era, and a state of mind". Upon investigation of the history 
of that Far Western mining region, it appears that Linford was correct. A 
description of the Grand Encampment mining region must take into considera­ 
tion not only physical boundaries, which are elusive enough, but mental ones 
also. The spirit of those who took part in the development of the copper 
industry in Southern Wyoming is difficult to gauge, for it ranged over an 
almost limitless area of possibilities. Fantastic promotional schemes, 
some realized and some unrealized, reflect only a portion of the mental 
attitude to be determined. The excitement, optimism, and distinctive per­ 
sonality of the region cannot be determined by precise lines on a map, nor 
can they be contained within them. The interest created by the prospect m 
of mineral wealth knew no such boundaries, and attempts to draw such lines 
would actually entail the use of a map larger than that of the United States. 
But the physical limits of such an area should be marked, finally, by all- 
inclusive lines describing the entire area in which men not only held their 
hopes but actually tested them in the hard rock of the Rocky Mountains.

What was the physical or geographical location, then, of the Grand Encamp­ 
ment mining region? The answer is that the region is a nebulous one and 
has been variously defined. One author has defined it as comprising 2500 
square miles, lying in the southern half of Carbon County and the south­ 
west quarter of Albany County, Wyoming. In 1903 State Geologist Henry C. 
Beeler, reporting in Mining in the Grand Encampment Copper District, de­ 
scribed the mining district as stretching for sixty miles from Jelm Mountain 
on the eastern slope of the Medicine Bow Mountains to Savery Creek on the 
western slope of the Sierra Madre Mountainsj and, for forty miles from Elk 
Mountain in the north, to Pearl, Colorado in the south. It is important to 
note that this broad area is not to be placed, in its entirety, in the 
National Register of Historic Places. Within the broad area described one 
may point to two specific points of interest which are, more than others, of 
immediate concern to one who would understand the history of the mining 
region. The listing of the two interrelated sites in the National Register 
is not meant to exclude other historic sites, of local or statewide signifi­ 
cance, relative to the mining region. It is rather to direct the attention 
of the reader to certain critical points relative to the Southern Wyoming 
copper era,

Since the two properties are not contiguous, a verbal description of them 
entails a description of separate boundaries. The boundary lines of the 
Ferris-Haggarty Mine Site, as described on the accompanying map, are those
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grand Encampment region, prior to mining activities there, was the 
lome of much wild game, including buffalo, and was frequented by Indians 
who sought the game for food, and by white men who sought fur pelts. 
Reports of gold in the region had been heard as early as 1856, although it 
was not until a decade later that the first mining claims were located in 
the Sierra Madre Mountains. Copper was also discovered at that time but it 
was not until 1881 that the first serious attempt to mine copper took place 
in the region,

However, the boom era of Grand Encampment copper, for which the region is 
famous, was not to come until 1897, In that year Ed Haggarty, a prospector 
from Whitehaven, England, discovered a rich copper prospect which he named 
the Rudefeha, Much of the more than two million dollars of copper from 
this area of Wyoming came from this one great mine. Indeed, a history of 
the region is almost synonymous with the history of the Rudefeha, or the 
Ferris-Haggarty property, as it soon came to be named. With the develop­ 
ment of the Ferris-Haggarty property, the real "boom" in the Grand Encamp­ 
ment Region was begun, and soon newspapermen susceptible to hyperbole 
aegan to praise the region, calling it "the greatest mineralogical labora­ 
tory in America," Miners penetrated the hills and valleys of the Sierra 
Madres, coaxed by the hope of rich strikes. Test holes or shafts dotted 
the mountainous landscape as, more and more, copper became a sought-after 
mineral. However, rich stores of copper were just not readily available, 
and the few that were available presented problems fit for a Cyclops, A 
mountainous terrain and unpredictable climate could be met by men of will 
or desire, but the financial and transportation problems experienced in the 
Grand Encampment were beyond the scope of the small-time entrepreneur. 
Whatever the problems involved in each particular case, capital was a pre­ 
requisite for profitable development of copper resources.

Seeking capital and the development of the region was the foremost advocate 
or promoter of the Grand Encampment Mining Region, Willis George Emerson, 
Emerson, with a vision of grand empire, early entered upon the scene put­ 
ting Grand Encampment into the minds of investors throughout the country, 
and it was this promotional genius who was very much personally responsible 
for the rush to the Grand Encampment region at the turn of the century. 
Upon obtaining an interest in the Ferris-Haggarty property, and establish­ 
ing a plethora of companies, promoter Emerson attracted dollars toward the
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Statement of Physical Appearance - 2

of a quarter section of land: the northwest quarter of Section 16, Town­ 
ship 14 north, Range 86 west of the sixth Principal Meridian, Those boundary 
lines include the former townsite of Rudefeha, adjacent to the mine property. 
The boundary lines of the Boston-Wyoming Smelter Site are within the southeast 
quarter of Section 1, Township 14 north, Range 84 west of the sixth Principal 
Meridian. The property is bounded by the Encampment River to the east, the 
J. V. Finch property to the north, the town of Encampment to the west, and the 
Fred Ruschman Ranch to the south.

The site of the Boston-Wyoming Smelter is no more than a site since all of the 
former buildings at the smelter have been removed or destroyed, leaving only 
the foundations and traces of walls as evidence of its former expansiveness. 
Today the smelter site is used by local communities as a refuse dump.
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construction of such things as a four-mile, wood and iron pipeline designed to 
supply power to the smelter, and an aerial tramway. When completed, the tram­ 
way extended for sixteen miles from the Ferris-Haggarty Mine, over the Conti­ 
nental Divide at an elevation of 10,700 feet above sea level, and down through 
the mountains and across the valley floor to the smelter at Encampment. This 
remarkable engineering feat almost alone is enough to justify recognition of 
the extensive mining area in Southern Wyoming. In addition to the promotion 
of the town of Encampment, Emerson's work led to the establishment of at least 
half a dozen small towns, today no longer in existence, which lined the wagon 
road from Encampment to the Ferris-Haggarty Mine.

By 1902 the construction of a smelter at Encampment had been accomplished, 
largely through the efforts of promoter Emerson, and was listed under the 
name of another of his creations, the Boston and Wyoming Smelter, Power and '" 
Light Company. The smelter was built adjacent to the town on the west bank 
of the Encampment River and was built to serve mainly the Ferris-Haggarty 
mine. It contained, with later additions, the equipment necessary to trans­ 
form copper ore to consumable metal, A concentration or sampling works 
graded the ore into useable sizes which ore then went to roasters or blast 
furnaces. These melted the ore into two products, matte and slag, the matte 
consisting of silica, alumina and other materials. The matte, containing a 
high percentage of copper, was the end product of the Encampment smelter until 
the construction of a converter in 1903, In the smelter operation, the con­ 
verter was used to heat or "blow" the matte to produce blister copper, so- 
called because air bubbles escaping from the cooling copper ingots caused 
blisters on the surface. The ingots or "pigs" consisted of copper which was 
about ninety-nine percent pure. Blowers for the blast furnaces and air 
compressors in the smelter plant were driven by machinery which employed water 
power developing 1200 horsepower. The water was supplied by a four-foot wide 
pipe made of wooden staves and steel-rod clamps, extending to the smelter 
from a twenty-three foot high d.am and reservoir located four miles south on 
the South Fork of the Encampment River. The smelter, when completed, was 
capable of handling an estimated 300 to 500 tons of ore per day.

Through the efforts of Emerson and associates, the Ferris-Haggarty interests 
were sold to the North American Copper Company for |1,000,000.00. The new 
company, under the vice-presidency of Emerson, inherited a wealth of problems, 
and not as much copper as anticipated although this disappointment was to come 
later. In the winter of 1901-02 the Ferris-Haggarty mine employed fifty men 
and produced about 50 tons of ore a day. By 1903, 125 men were employed and 
the mine was expected to produce all the ore necessary to keep the smelter 
busy at Encampment, By 1904. the mine was at the apex of its development, 
employing 200 men. Up to that year over $1,4.00,000,00 worth of copper had 
come from the mine and it appeared that greater things were in store for the 
Ferris-Haggarty.
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However, the future of the Ferris-Haggarty proved not so bright. For various 
reasons, the price of copper dropped, nationally, in 1902. Although the fol­ 
lowing year saw a price increase, and by 1907 the price of copper was the 
highest ever at 26 cents a pound, the Grand Encampment area would not become 
a part of that copper prosperity. In 1904 the North American, owner of the 
Ferris-Haggarty property, announced that the Penn-Wyoming Copper Company had 
succeeded to the ownership of North American holdings. The new company appar­ 
ently was the lucky inheritor of prosperity, but the transfer was the begin­ 
ning of the end for the Ferris-Haggarty property, and, in fact, the entire 
Grand Encampment copper region.

The reasons for the collapse of the boom are many. First, the new company was 
badly overcapitalized, and its financial framework and financial practices, 
generally, were of a nature to cast doubts upon the management of the company. 
By 1906 it was becoming more and more difficult for the company's stockholders 
to receive a profit on their investments in the mine and subsidiary companies* 
Perhaps, also, part of the problem lay in the absence of a good transportation 
system needed to haul not only the copper product to market, but also to haul 
supplies into the region. There were other problems common to mines in gener­ 
al, such as those associated with the presence of low-grade ores, inferior 
mining equipment, severe storms, deep snows, snow and mud slides, and water 
in the mines. And there were disasters. In March, 1906 a fire destroyed much 
of the under-insured smelter at Encampment, and the following May another fire 
hit the smelter. By the time the buildings were rebuilt, the low price of 
copper was prohibitive of further copper production in the Encampment region.

In February, 1909 the Penn-Wyoming Company dumped its holdings into a company 
entitled United Smelters, Railway and Copper Company for a price of ten million 
dollars. In 1910 the United Smelters Company was bankrupt, whereupon stock­ 
holders of the Penn-Wyoming Company filed suit to obtain control of the Ferris- 
Haggarty property and smelter. By the time litigation was settled copper 
prices were, again, so low as to discourage any further work at either the mine 
or smelter. Foreclosure proceedings against the United Smelters Company took 
place in federal district court in Cheyenne in 1913  Receivership sales having 
turned up no prospective developers, salvage operations were begun and Morse 
Brothers Machinery Company of Denver, Colorado eventually salvaged much of the 
property.

Although the Grand Encampment copper region epitomizes the "boom and bust" 
syndrome of many Western mining areas, perhaps an in-depth study of the region 
would be profitable for at least two reasons. First, such a study could add to 
our knowledge of the mining aspect of Western American history, particularly in 
its unique developments. Second, such a study could add to our knowledge of 
the state, since the "boom" took place in the early statehood phase of Wyoming 
history.
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From time to time the hope has been expressed that the Grand Encampment region 
will once again come alive, but such hopes have come to naught* Today, what 
can be preserved of the particular excitement of the mining era may be found 
in the Grand Encampment Museum complex, which contains many relics, as well as 
displays which bring that era once again to life. Although mining is one of 
several industries which may yet be found in the region, the principal re­ 
sources of the region today are agricultural and recreational in nature. The 
area is especially noted for its fine hunting and fishing, and the towns of 
Riverside and Encampment are focal points for converging outdoor recreation 
enthusiasts 
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