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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of 
Historic Maces Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 1 6A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information 
requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials and 
areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS 
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1 , Name of Property ________________________________________________

historic name Cherry Bank

other names/site number Ankenv. Dr. Augustus, and Valeria (Perrin) House

2. Location

street & number 

city or town __ 

state Iowa

1458 Main Avenue

Clinton

code IA county Clinton

N/A LJ not for publication 

____ [X] vicinity 

code 045 zip code 52732

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination LJ request for 
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets 
the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meets [J does not meet the 
National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
LJ nationajfyXJ s£rtewld/0(Jfl Igcally.j&J see continuation sheet for additional comments).

Signature of certifying official

STATE HISTORICAL
Date

OF IOWA
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [_] meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([J See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

nal Park Service Certificatio
rcertify that the property is: 

| entered in the National Register.
LJ See continuation sheet. 

U determined eligible for the
National Register.
LJ See continuation sheet. 

LJ determined not eligible for the
National Register. 

LJ removed from the National
Register. 

[J other, (explain:) _______



Cherry Bank
Name of Property

Clinton County. Iowa 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

[X] private 
LJ public-local 
LJ public-State 
LJ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

[X] building(s) 
LJ district 
LJsite 
LJ structure 
LJ object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing 
1

Noncontributing

1

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

___ N/A __________________

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

N/A__________

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/Sinale Dwelling

AWCX 30 YTlOOe JAOflO

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/ltalianate

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation 

walls __

STONE/Limestone

BRICK

roof ASPHALT

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Clinton County. Iowa 
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

LJ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

LJ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

LJ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

LJ A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

LJ B removed from its original location.

LJ C a birthplace or grave.

LJ D a cemetery.

LJ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

LJ F a commemorative property.

LJ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE_____

Period of Significance
1871

Significant Dates

1871________

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Maior Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
LJ preliminary determination of individual listing [X] State Historic Preservation Office

(36 CFR 67) has been requested LJ Other State agency 
LJ previously listed in the National Register LJ Federal agency 
LJ previously determined eligible by the National LJ Local government

Register LJ University 
LJ designated a National Historic Landmark LJ Other 
LJ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
#_______;___ ________________

LJ recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record #



Cherry Bank
Name of Property

Clinton County. Iowa 
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.3 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

11lM [7]3]1]7]2]0] [4]6]3]9]4]0]0] 2LU [H]1]] []]11
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

3[ii nnm []]]]]]] 4[]i mm] fi
LJ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Sylvia Cottral and Leah D. Roaers

organization

street & number 1458 Main Avenue

citv or town Clinton

date October 1 1 .

teleohone

state IA zip code

1999

52732

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the complete form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner____________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Sylvia and Earl Cottral

street & number. 

city or town __

1458 Main Avenue

Clinton

__ telephone 

state IA

319-242-8141

zip code 52732

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties 
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance 
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork 
Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description

Cherry Bank is located at 1458 Main Avenue in the City of Clinton, Clinton County, Iowa. The property consists of a 
large brick dwelling, with an attached garage. A modern horse barn/machine shed is located to the northeast but is outside of 
the nominated property boundaries. Cherry Bank is located on its original 12-acre parcel, which is a narrow but long lot 
oriented north-south and fronting Main Avenue. The house is set back on a high ridgetop, with the four-acre front lawn sloping 
down from the house to the road. Large pine trees line the driveway that extends along the west side of the property up to a 
circle drive on the west side of the house. Shade and other pine trees are scattered in front of the house and the front yard, with 
a concentration of walnut trees along the east property line. There is a rail fence along the front drive and continuing around the 
front of the house yard proper. A wire fence extends along the east property line. The remainder of the property to the north is 
rolling terrain and largely wooded with some pasturage. The actual nominated boundary encompasses 1.3 acres immediately 
surrounding the house and is demarcated by existing fencelines on three sides and the driveway on the fourth side.

House

The house was built in 1871 and is a large, two-story brick dwelling designed in the Italianate style of architecture. It has 
an asphalt-shingled, truncated hip roof that has a wrought iron railing around the original "widow's walk," although this is not 
the original railing. The roof has an overhang that is bracketed with paired, scrolled brackets attached to a wide friezeboard 
that is further decorated with dentils and a circular cut pattern. The dwelling is frame, with a veneer of locally-manufactured 
brick. The main body has a red brick veneer accented with a buff-colored brick used for the quoins, shaped lintels, and at the 
water table course. The foundation is of cut limestone blocks, also a locally-obtained product. The front facade has a double- 
wide door to the left (west), with two tall, narrow segmental-arched windows to the right. The second floor has three segmental- 
arched windows across. The front door is round-arched, with an arched transom window, newer double doors, and post- 1960 
concrete stoop and steps. The windows are an interesting double-hung type with fixed-four panes as the lower and largest 
panel, with a segmental-arched fixed two-pane above. Both panels move up or down for the double-hung effect. The windows 
all have stone sills.

The east side has a one-story rounded bay window on the rear "bump-out" of the T-shaped main core of the house. Behind 
this main core is another two-story ell original to the house that exhibits the same window treatment and decorative details as 
the front core. However, the two stories of this ell do not achieve the same full height of the front core, with the rear portion 
generally masked from view by the east and west bump-outs of the front core (see attached photographs). Added to the east 
side is a post- 1960 screened-in porch/sunroom and covered porch that replaced the original porch entirely. According to a 
historic photograph of this house taken in 1884, this east-side porch extended the full length of this rear ell, was supported by 
chamfered posts, and had a railing on the roof level (see attached photocopy).

The original front porch was an open portico-type porch over the front entry, with the steps in much the same configuration 
as the present concrete stoop and steps. This porch was supported by chamfered posts and had a railing around the roof edge. 
A third porch was on the east side of the main core extending between the bump-out and the front facade. The style of this third 
porch mirrored that of the other two porches. There is a doorway from the bump-out at this location that once led out onto this 
porch. Presently, there is a small concrete stoop and steps that leads out from this side door. All three porches were removed in 
the twentieth century, with the front porch reportedly taken off in the 1920s (Schmitt 1980).

Originally, there was another ell off the rear that was one-story in height. This brick ell has since been entirely removed but 
was partially visible in the 1884 photograph. It housed the original summer kitchen of the house. This rear ell was replaced 
with the present two-stall garage, which was added after 1960.
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This is a one-story, hip-roofed, two-stall garage attached to the rear ell of the house. It has an asphalt-shingled hip roof, 
vertical wood board siding that is stained, and a concrete foundation and slab floor. The garage door is a single overhead. The 
garage was added to the house after 1960.

Horse Bam/Machine Shed

Built in 1970 and designed by current owner, Pete Cottral, this is a two-level, gambrel-roofed barn/machine shed. It has an 
asphalt-shingled roof, vertical board siding, and a concrete foundation. This building is located outside, and northeast of, the 
nominated property boundaries.

Non-Extant Buildings

The property in its entirety once included a two-story brick coachhouse, a brick three-hole privy, and a linear arrangement 
of frame buildings that housed a blacksmith shop, stable, and smokehouse among other dependencies. All of these buildings 
were still standing into the 1960s but were in a poor state of repair. The current owners determined that the building could not 
be saved, and all were razed. The coachhouse was to the northeast of the extant dwelling, while the frame buildings were to the 
north and northwest of the house. There are no above-ground remains or ruins of these buildings, with the ground leveled and 
likely bulldozed. As such, the archaeological potential is probably greatly diminished and, at present, not considered a 
contributing component to this property. However, most of the former outbuilding locations are encompassed within the current 
nominated property boundaries.

Effects of Proposed Clinton-Mill Creek Expressway on Property

The proposed construction of the Clinton-Mill Creek Expressway will cut across the southeast corner of the front lawn 
requiring removal of most of the walnut trees along the east fenceline, one large pine tree, and part of the east boundary 
fenceline. Both the fenceline and the trees are twentieth-century additions to the property. The highway corridor will not impact 
the entrance into this property, nor will it impact the main viewshed up to the house, nor the house or immediate house-yard. 
There is no evidence that the front lawn area of Cherry Bank was ever part of a designed landscape, nor are there any remnants 
of the cherry trees once planted here (Rogers 1998). While certainly the new roadway will impact the ambiance of this pastoral 
setting, the landscape surrounding the house will survive intact along with the tree-lined entry drive and the main view of the 
house. As a result, the nominated boundaries for Cherry Bank are confined to the 1.3 acres that encompass the house and 
bounded on three sides by existing fencelines (see attached map).



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Cherry Bank 
Section number 8 Page 3____ Clinton County, Iowa

Statement of Significance

Cherry Bank is locally significant under Criterion C for its architectural significance as a well-preserved example of an 
elaborate Late Victorian Italianate-styled country home built in the rural environs of the City of Clinton, Iowa, in 1871. It was 
built by Marcus Warren, who intended the house to be a home for his soon-to-be married nephew. Being a man of considerable 
means, Warren spared no expense in making the house and grounds a local showplace. While the nephew never lived in the 
house, having had a falling out with his uncle before he took possession of the property, it became the home of Dr. Augustus L. 
Ankeny, a prominent local physician, who along with his wife, Valeria (Perrin) Ankeny, and their six children lived in the 
house for nearly 16 years. It was during the Ankeny family's tenure, that the property became known as Cherry Bank for the 
large number of cherry trees that the family planted on the grounds. It also became well known for social gatherings of the 
Clinton society elite. Subsequent owners included Stephen Briggs, J. and Amy Renken, Henry and Annie (Lindmeier) Bremer, 
George Lindmeier, and the current owners, Earl "Pete" and Sylvia (Lindmeier) Cottral. The period of significance and the 
significant date, is the year that the house was completed, 1871.

According to land transfer data for this property, "Marcus Warren, a batcheler [sic] of Sauk City, Wisconsin" purchased 
the land from Priscilla Winchell in 1869 and subsequently transferred the property to "Andrew Warren, Jr., of Chicago, 
Illinois" on September 7, 1870, for $600 (Property Abstract as transcribed by Sylvia Cottral). The house itself was begun in 
1870 and completed in 1871. Reportedly, Marcus (or Dennis, depending upon the source consulted) Warren, built the house as 
a wedding gift for his nephew. It is assumed that the Andrew Warren noted in the property abstract was this nephew. "Being a 
man of means, [Marcus]Warren spared no expense in making a showplace of the homes and grounds" (Streit n.d.). It is not 
known who exactly Marcus (or Dennis) Warren was; however, one source noted that "Dennis" Warren was "one of the most 
influential men in the county in early years" but did not state the reason for his influence or importance (LePrevost 1930). An 
examination of the Clinton business directory in the 1874 county atlas, gave no listings for either Dennis or Marcus Warren 
(Harrison and Warner 1874). The property abstract indicated that Marcus Warren was living in Sauk City, Wisconsin, in 
1869, and it is suspected that he was involved in the lumber business. Perhaps he had a logging business in the forests of 
Wisconsin, with the logs floated downriver to Clinton where they were sawn into lumber. Sauk City is on the Wisconsin River 
upstream from Prairie Du Chien where the Wisconsin River drains into the Mississippi. It is known that the lumber and 
sawmill industries were among the most important industries in the early development of the City of Clinton, with so much 
lumber sawn that much of the bottomland along the riverfront actually consists of tons of sawdust. Many a lumber baron was 
bora out of the riches to be made in this industry, perhaps Marcus Warren was among them. He certainly was a man of 
considerable means given the lavishness of the gift of this elaborate, fully furnished home and grounds to his nephew. 
Unfortunately for the nephew, the two had a falling out and neither Marcus Warren nor his nephew ever lived in this house.

The property was subsequently traded or sold to Dr. Augustus L. Ankeny, a "pioneer Lyons physician" (Streit n.d.), who 
along with his wife, Valeria Perrin, "daughter of one of the first families to be established in Clinton" (LePrevost 1930), and 
their six children moved into the fully furnished house. According to the property abstract, Ankeny purchased the property for 
a consideration of $20,000, on May 3, 1871, the price difference between the 1870 sale to Andrew Warren of $600 and this 
sale suggesting that the house had been built in the interim (i.e., between September 1870 and May 1871) (Property Abstract 
as transcribed by Sylvia Cottral). The Ankeny family lived here for 15-16 years, eventually selling the property to Stephen 
Briggs in 1887. Briggs, in turn, transferred the property to J. and Amy Renken (ibid.).

During the Ankeny family's tenure, the front acreage of the property was used "for the garden and pasture," and the place 
soon became "a rendezvous for the society folk of the community" (LePrevost 1930). It became known as "Cherry Bank" for 
the large number of cherry trees planted on the grounds. Dr. Ankeny did not practice medicine during the period when he lived 
at Cherry Bank, rather he concentrated on his "capitalistic ventures and activities" (ibid.). At its peak, Cherry Bank included 
not only the large brick home, but a two-story brick coach or carriage house, a brick privy, and a collection of frame building
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to the north (rear) of the house that included a stable, blacksmith shop, and various other dependencies. Of these former 
buildings, only the brick house remains standing.

In 1905, Cherry Bank was purchased by Henry and Annie (Lindmeier) Bremer from the Renkens (Property Abstract as 
transcribed by Sylvia Cottral). The Bremers divorced in 1934, with Annie retaking her maiden name. Annie Lindmeier's 
brother, George Lindmeier, obtained a life interest in the property in 1939 and occupied the house until his death in 1962. At 
that time, Annie and George's niece, Sylvia (Lindmeier) Cottral and her husband, Earl "Pete" Cottral, became the full owners 
and occupants of Cherry Bank. They remain in residence to the present day.

While the integrity of this property has been impacted somewhat by the loss of the three historic porches on the front and 
east side and from the removal of a small rear addition and its replacement with a modem garage, it still retains sufficient 
integrity, particularly in the survival of its original form and most of its original, elaborate decorative details, to be nominated 
under Criterion C. As a well-preserved example of the Italianate style in the Clinton vicinity, Cherry Bank is the only known 
rural example to survive.

The historical development of Main Avenue began in the late nineteenth century along what was then known as the Ridge 
Road. In the late nineteenth century, a series of rural residences were built on small acreages, such as the 12-acre parcel 
associated with Cherry Bank, with the houses set back some distance from the road so that they were all situated on the narrow 
summit of a high interfluve ridge that runs parallel to Main Avenue in this area. There are at least six houses that share a 
similar setback to Cherry Bank, although not all of these houses were built in the late nineteenth century. Beyond the setback, 
there is no discernible planning in the respective designs of these houses or in their landscaping. There is no evidence that this 
was ever a platted development, although there was obviously some intentional planning in the siting of these small, suburban 
acreages on the outskirts of Clinton and in the setback of these houses from this early roadway. These parcels were shown as 
long, linear lots on the 1865 map, with the names of "Smith, Maffet, B. Riddle, J.H., and B.B. Foster" listed as owners of five 
lots of varying sizes (Thompson and Brother 1865). The "B.B. Foster" was probably Betsy B. Foster, who owned by property 
on which Cherry Bank was later built. Elijah Buell, founder of the town of Lyon (an early town later absorbed into the city of 
Clinton), did own at least some of this land in the 1860s and may have played a role in this suburban residential development 
(Sylvia Cottral, personal communication 1998; Streit n.d.). It can be stated that Cherry Bank was one of the more elaborate 
homes built in this suburban development and stands as a rural landmark to the present day.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of Cherry Bank is shown as the dashed line on the accompanying map entitled "Plan Map Showing National 
Register Boundaries."

Boundary Justification

The boundary of Cherry Bank includes the house and the surrounding yard area on all four sides of the house. The boundary 
follows existing fencelines on the south, east, and north sides, with the entry drive serving as the west-side boundary. This area 
historically encompassed the main house yard and most of the former outbuildings, now non-extant to the northeast and 
northwest of the house. Areas of the property to the north and south are excluded because of the modern construction of a barn 
to the northeast and the proposed construction of the Clinton-Mill Creek Expressway to the southeast.
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Photograph Taken of Cherry Bank in 1884
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Plan of Second Floor of Cherry Bank
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Photographs

Name of Photographer: Leah Rogers 
Date of Photographs: April 24,1998 
Location of Original Negatives: State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines

#1 Cherry Bank, view to the NNE

#2 Cherry Bank, view to the NNW

#3 Cherry Bank, view to the NW

#4 Cherry Bank, view to the SE

#5 Modem Barn, view to the ENE

Name of Photographer: Sylvia Cottral
Date of Photographs: April 1999
Location of Original Negatives: 1458 Main Avenue, Clinton, Iowa

#6 Interior of front entryway showing original walnut and birch flooring, double doors, and walnut newel post and railing for 
staircase, view to the South

#7 Interior showing second floor landing and decorative niche on staircase, view to the West

#8 Interior of first-floor parlor showing fireplace and ceiling moldings, view to the East

#9 Interior of first-floor looking into the parlor and showing the arched doorway and moldings, view to the South

#10 Interior of first-floor showing east-central room with bay window, view to the East


