
NOMINATION PROPOSAL - FLORIDA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES, HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT-FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS

[NAME MRNS// 26 

HISTORIC Bacon & Tomlin, Inc,

AND/OR COMMON

[LOCATION
STREET A NUMBER

201 South Palm AventiQ
CITY. TOWN
Sarasota VICINITY OF N/A Sarasota

- EfSrida
COUNTY

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
_DISTRICT
.XauiLDINGIS)
.STRUCTURE

_SITE

—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
_PUBUC

X-PRIVATf 
—BOTH

PUBUC ACQUISITION
JN PROCESS 

EiNG CONSIDERED

STATUS
X-OCCUPIEO
—UNOCCUPIED
—WORK IN PROGRESS 

, ACCESSIBLE
—llYES: RESTRICTED

—YES: UNRESTRICTED
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM

X.COMMEROAI __PARK

—EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—ENTERTAINMENT _AEUGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—1NDUSTRUL —TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY —OTHER:

[OWNER OF PROPERTY
James R. Boyer / Mr. Erik A, Dahlgaard

STREET ft NUMBER
209 South Palm Avenue

CITY. TOWN Sarasota STATE
VICINITY OP FL

ZIP CODE
33577

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

REGi?TRYloFfD£EDs.ETcSarasota County Court House Recording Department

STREET It NUMBER
Room 10, 2000 Main Street P.O. Box 3079

CITY. TOWN
Sarasota

STATE

FL
ZIP CODE

33578

| REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
mLE Florida Master Site File (FMSF) #8So3.81

and Historic, Architectural and Archaelogical Survey of Sarasota (HAASS)
DATE

FMSF! 1977 HAASS: 1982
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Division of Archives, History and Records. Management Dept. of State
CITY. TOWN

The Capitol Tallahassee
STATE
Florida 32301

NRHP-STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER • DIVISION OF ARCHIVES, HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE -THE CAPITOL-TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, 32301 (904) 487-^333



Q DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE - CHECK ONE

^EXCELLENT ..DETERIORATED JklNALTFRED ' X_ORIGINALSITE 
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_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE _____________________________________

\ " - 
Located at 201 South Palm Avenue, the one-story, "L"-shaped plan, wood-framed,
Mediterranean Revival textured stucco structure was built prior to 1925 and served as 
the real estate and insurance office of Bacon and Tomlin, Inc. In design the 
corner site was reflected in the "L"-shaped plan with elevations facing South Palm 
Avenue and McAnsh Square. Although the building is low in scale, monumentality is 
achieved through the use of projecting facade planes which mark each bay division. 
Small projecting .false gable ends and masonry piers which terminate in parapet caps 
appear at the South Palm and McAnsh Square elevations. Although the main flat roof 
is-composition-surfaced, barrel-tiled shed and false gabled parapets, and concrete- 
capped parapet posts provide a varied roof line at both elevations. The main entranc 
was originally located at the corner-intersection of the South Palm and McAnsh 
facades and was marked by a semi-circular marquee which was. tied to the facade by 
chains. Small rafter ends visible in an early photograph of the structure also 
supported the cantilevered canopy. The original entrance door was flanked by case­ 
ment windows. At an unknown date the original corner entrance was converted to a 
large window opening. Each original triple windowed opening of casement windows was 
and^is currently protected by a canvas awning. Formerly occupied as the Bacon & 
Tomlin, Inc., offices, the building is,currently occupied as an attorney's office.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one-story, "L"-shaped Mediterranean Revival stucco-surfaced, wood-frame structure 
located at 209 South Palm Avenue was built prior to 1925 and served as the office of 
Bacon and Tomlin, Inc., real estate investment and insurance company of Sarasota. 
The design of the textured stucco facade building took advantage of the corner site 
with elevations facing South Palm Avenue and McAnsh Square and the primary entrance 
located at the corner of the two streets. Although low in scale, the structure 
achieved monumentality through the use of projecting facade planes which mark each 
bay division. Masonry piers mark the corner entrance bays and small projecting false 
gable ends appear at the South Palm Avenue and McAnsh Square elevations. The rough 
textured stucco facade is embellished by square and diamond shaped tiles arranged in 
sets of three which appear at the corner entrance bays. The roof line is varied 
through the use of barrel-tiled false parapets of shed and false gable configurations 
All flat roofed copings are also clad in barrel tiling. The main roof surface is 
flat and originally covered in a composition material.

Located at the intersection of South Palm and McAnsh Square, the main entrance to 
the Bacon & Tomlin commercial office was originally protected by a semi-circular 
metal canopy which was tied to the masonry surface by metal chains. Small rafter 
ends located at the canopy or marquee soffit are visible in an early photograph of 
the building.^ A screen door protected the main entrance door which was flanked by 
casement windows also visible in the early photograph. Three ornamental urn plante: 
set on high pedestal bases formerly marked the entrance recess. Benches lined the 
periphery of the commercial property and offered views of the Mira Mar Apartments,
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Hotel and park to the north and west of the Bacon & Tomlin site. Each bench was 
protected by individual canvas tent canopies. 12 An ornate sign board was formerly 
located above the semi -circular marquee advertising "insurance and bonds" and a 
free-standing illuminated billboard with shaped false pedimented top and lights 
located at the frame of the billboard announced: "Bacon & Tomlin, Inc., Invest­ 
ments, Treasure Island Estates." 13 Sadly, the advertising boards no longer exist. 
Original wood casement windows were grouped in sets of three with transoms above. 
Each window was protected by canvas box awnings, 14 and each window opening is 
similarly currently protected by canvas awnings which protect the window exposures 
from the western sun. Many original casement windows exist at the McAnsh 
elevation of the building.

Alteration: The original entrance formerly located at the corner of South Palm 
and McAnsh has been changed to a large window opening which encompasses the space 
formerly occupied by the entrance door and flanking casement windows. Bays formerly 
occupied by triple casement window openings at the first and third bays of the 
South Palm Avenue elevation are now replaced by doors. The semi-circular canti- 
levered canopy which formerly protected the main corner entrance has been removed, 
as have the sign boards. Although painted over, the tiles which are arranged 
in sets of three at the entrance bays still exist.

Use: Based on the Sanborn Insurance Map of 1929, #201 South Palm Avenue was 
originally divided into three office spaces. 15 By 1926 the corner office was 
occupied by Bacon"& Tomlin, Inc. 16 The bu-ilding is currently occupied by an 
attorney's office, the firm of Boyer Dahlgaard and Boyer and the property is also 
owned by the principals of the firm. 1 ^ -
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SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built prior to 1925 the one-story, "L"-shaped Mediterranean Revival structure located 
at 201 South Palm Avenue served as the real estate and insurance office Of the firm 
of Bacon & Tomlin, Inc. °~^ The use of the Mediterranean Revival Style of archi­ 
tecture and the sympathetic selection of facade materials,- including stucco, barrel 
tiled parapet roof surfaces, the application of small tiles to the entrance bays and 
wood multi-light, casement windows in the design of-#201 South Palm Avenue, is 
compatible with the architectural style and materials used in the design of the 
earlier Mira Mar Apartments (MRNS #25) located to the north of 201 South Palm Avenue. 
Although low in scale, the Bacon & Tomlin, Inc., building achieves monumentality in 
scale through the massing of projecting facade planes and the use of gabled and post 
pajrapets at the roof line of the structure. The location of the real estate head­ 
quarters next to fe-he Mira Mar ApartmejTts and Hotel, demonstrated knowledge and 
appreciation of the fact that potential investors would stay in the Mira Mar complex. 
The corner site of #201 South Palm Avenue with major facade elevations facing both 
McAnsh Square and South Palm Avenue provided excellent exposure. The firm also 
placed a billboard on the roof of the building which announced the location of the 
real estate firm both day and night; the billboard was equipped with electrical
lights located around the frame to illuminate the sign at night. 20 The principal

") 1 of the firm was Everett J. Bacon. E. J. Bacon was a significant figure in the
development of the City of Sarasota. Having served on the City Council, E. J. Bacon 
was elected as Mayor of the City and served as Mayor from 1922 - 1931. 22 During his 
terms as Mayor, he was instrumental in the successful development of the Mira Mar 
Apartments and Hotel (MRNS #25), the City Waterworks (MRNS #14) , and development 
and subsequent sale of the City Electric Light and Power Plant (MRNS #15). The 
building is nominated based on the associations with a local significant figure and 
for compatibility with the Mira Mar Apartments located to the north of Number 201 
South Palm Avenue. The building is in an excellent state of repair.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The one-story, "L"-shaped plan, Mediterranean Revival, textured-stucco facade 
structure, located at 201 South Palm Avenue was built prior to 1925 and served as 
the real estate and insurance office of Bacon & Tomlin, Inc., of Sarasota.24-25 The 
wood-framed, rough-textured stucco building is architecturally significant in the 
monumentality which is achieved in a low-scaled, one-story building. The use of 
projecting facade plans and false parapets at the roof line provide added scale, 
massing, and texture to the one-story building. The selection of materials, 
including terra cotta barrel tiling, stucco facade and the application of square
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and diamond-shaped tiles to the entrance bays of the building reflect a sensitivity
to and respect for the Style of architectural and facade materials used in the
Mira Mar Apartments, located to the north of #201 South Palm Avenue.

The building, which was listed as #301 Palm Avenue in the 1926 Sarasota City 
Directory, served as the office of Bacon & Tomlin, Inc., whose principal was 
Everett J. Bacon. 26 E. J. Bacon was born in Williamsfield, Ohio in 1883 and first 
came to Sarasota in May of 1910. Mr. Bacon started in the real estate and 
insurance business in partnership first with J. W. Baxter and subsequently worked 
in the Town of Marco and Tampa, returning to Sarasota in 1920. ° Having served as 
a Councilman, E. J. Bacon was elected Mayor of the City of Sarasota and served in 
this position from 1922-1931. 29 Under Mayor Bacon's leadership the City 
experienced tremendous growth. Mayor Bacon was heavily in favor of the McAnsh 
development of the Mira Mar Apartments (MRNS #25) and Hotel, the Payne Terminal, 
the"development of the City Waterworks (MRNS #14) and the development and subsequent 
sale of the City Electric Light and Power Plant (MRNS #15). 30 Having engineered 
the bonuses offered to Andrew McAnsh in the development of the Mira Mar Apartments 
(MRNS #25) and the Mira Mar Hotel (demolished), Mayor Bacon selected the location 
for his real estate and insurance firm on a site south of the Mira Mar complex 
and facing the South Palm Avenue park.

Ttie Mira Mar Apartments and Mira-Mar Hotel provided accommodations which offered 
potential investors the opportunity to enjpy a vacation in Sarasota and improved 
the likelihopd that a real estate investment.might be made in the City of Sarasota. 
An article which appeared in the Sarasota County Times of 1922 recognized the 
benefits of providing accommodations such as the Mira Mar Apartments and estimated 
"that other developments which will be brought to the City as the result of the 
building of the apartment house [Mira Mar] will much more than offset the concession 
which has been made to Mr. McAnsh, and that the spirit of cooperation shown by the 
council will also prove valuable in inducing capitalists to invest in this city." 31 
A real estate office located next to the Mira Mar Apartments and Mira Mar Hotel 
was logical and convenient. An elaborate billboard was located on the roof of the 
Bacon & Tomlin, Inc., office building, and lights located on the frame of the 
billboard announced the presence of the real estate office at night. 32 The corner 
entrance and main elevations which facaded both South Palm Avenue and McAnsh Square 
provided excellent exposure for potential real estate investors to see.
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